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Hertford BPW
members go to
convention

The Hertford Business and Pro-
fessional Women’s Local Organiza-
tion was represented by Dr. M. B.
Taylor, Janice McKenzie Cole and
Fannie S, at the 70th Annual
State Convention of the North Car-
olina Federation of Business and
Professional Women'’s Clubs, Inc.
held.lu.nelslhmughmatme
Hyatt in Winston-Salem, More than
500 women from local organiza-
tions across the state were present,

Dr. Ta:ﬂor serving another term
as president of the Hertford organi-
zation, was among the 80 local or-
gamzanon presidents presented

iday evening at the Federation
banquet. The banquet also cele-
brated the upcoming 70th Anniver-
sary of both the state and national
organizations.

The Hertford organization
placed second for the Marlene
Plyler Award for the club that in-
creased its membership by the
largest percentage. He 3’ also
received awards for equahzmg its
membership and for its contribu-
tions to the Ndrth Carolina Busi-
ness and Professional Women's
Foundation.

Hertford Police
make arrests

The following arrests were made
in the town of Hertford on June 16,
1989 through June 19, 1989:

Fonzy Miller, 25, 329 Market
Street, Hertford was arrested on
June 16 1989 for assault by point-
ing a gun, possession of cocaine,
;namuana and drug parapherna-
ia

Reginald Combs, 22, Rt. 4, Box
1000, Hertford was charged with
assault on a female June 16, 1989.

Johnny Flyth, 28, 416 Dobbs St.,
Herl.ffor f\.ltramsdarrve!iI’.tad on June 18,
1989 for first degree tres

Trudy Charlene Overtg:“ 26, Rt.
2, Box 3iT, Meads Trafler’ Ct.,
Hertford was charged with shop—
lifting on June 19, 1989.

Dismal Swamp
Visitor Center
to open today

Raleigh—Federal and state offi-
cials will be attending the dedica-
tion cemmony for the Dismal

Visitor Center scheduled
for y at 1 p.m. The visitor cen-
ter, located on Highway 17, 3 miles
south of the North Carolina-Vir-
ginia state line, is the only visitor

center in the state that serves both
motorists traveling a the high-
way and boaters tra along

p y
Local officials from Currituck
Camden, Pasquotank Per_?yr

Ues 'will also be icipating.

Activities for the center’s official
opening day lnclude the dedicatinn
cerem
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Blacks, school board clash over school renaming

By JOE SOUTHERN
Stalf Writer

HERTFORD — Afpmxrmately
60 members of the black commu-
nity met with the Perquimans
Board of Education Monday night
to urge the board to consider chan-
Sngc name of Perquimans Mid-

hool to King A. Williams Mid-
dle School in honor of a black man
who made many personal sacri-
fices for the school. The all white
board unanimously rejected the re-
quest.

The board went into a long and
heated discussion with the group,
hearing several people voice rea-
sons why they wanted the change
and why it was so important to
them. The board stuck to a 10-year-
old, unwritten palicy of not naming
a school in the county after an indi-
vidual. The decission visibly upset

the group which vowed they would
return in larger numbers to again
make their request.

In a move clearly intended to
send a message to blacks, the
board unanimously voted on a mo-
tion by Clifford Towe to not change
the name of the school. Instead, the
board offered a tentative compro-
mise to name a new vocational
wing of the high school after Wil-
liams. The compromise did not set
well with those in attendance, as
they said they were lookmg to
change the name to honor Williams
and his many accomplishments.

One person spoke out and said
that Williams dedication went be-
yond being a vocational instructor
and principal. She said it was his
dedication and hard work which
helped to purchase land for the
school. Williams, who was then one

of the few black homeowners in the
county, mortgaged his home to
help buy the land for the school. He
often provided the use of his car to
transport children when the bus
broke down.

Shirley Yates acted as a
spokesperson for the group which
was a committee of Perquimans
Middle School alumni. She said
that the group had been consid-
ering proposing a name change for
about a year. Earlier this year
Yates went to the board as a
spokesperson for the group. She
said that she was first.told that
there would be no name change in
honor of an individual. After some
persuasion the board tabled the re-
quest for further consideration.

However, when the board held
firm on its stand to not name a
school after an individual both
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These children enjoy a nutritious lunch free of charge at Missing Mill Park. The meals are available to
children 18 years an younger through the Perquimans County Schools. Meals are available through
July 28, except July 4 at several locations throughout the county.

County ups
permit fees

The county commissioners Mon-
day night approved new fees from
the building inspector’s office to
take effect August 1.

The higher fees were graposed
by building inspector Aubrey On-
ley, Jr. after he surveyed the fees
of surrounding counties. The pur-
pose of the increase is to attempt to

make the office self-supporting.

The department also n additio-

nal nnel, which should be
next fiscal year.

By law, Perquimans County

must have a buildi %us tor. If

the department is no support-

ing, commissioners said, then the
funds to operate the department
must come from ad valorem taxes.
Commissioner Durwood Reed said
that everyone should not be re-
quired to subsidize those who wish
to build structures.

When the new fees take effect

ugust 1, inspectmn and permit
fees will mcm}se b; percent on
a 2,000 square foot
from the present $123 to $244. l-E
on a 1,200 square foot home would

" The schedule also sets i

>

Yates and Rev. John London pro-
tested saying it was a waste of
their time to be invited back to ar-
gue their case when the board al-
ready made up its mind not to
make the change.

Rev. Willie B, Moore addressed
the board saying that it was past
time the blacks in the community
received some recognition for their
dedication and contributions to the
county.

*“I thought that through the years
the board would see fit to offer
something like that...without us
having to ask for it,”” Moore said.
He went on to speak on how people
should receive what they have
earned. He said that Williams, and
the blacks of the community, had
earned some recognition. All they
wanted was to receive it.

County tax

Passed by the county commis-
sioners Monday night was the 1989-

.90 fiscal budget which raised the ad

valorem tax rate from 68 cents per
$100 valuation to 73 cents per $100.

The tax increase was necessary
to balance the $3,990,205 budget,
according to the budget message
prepared by County Manager Paul
Gregory. Commissioners last year
voted to hold the tax rate at 68
cents, the same as the 1987-88 fiscal
year. Due to increased needs, the
commissioners were unable to hold
down the tax rate for a second
year.

Renovations to the Blanchard
building next year are expected to
exceed $134,000. The total renova-
tion of the 9400 square foot facility
will cost between $350,000 to
$400,000.

The structure will provide much-
needed office space for the Dis-
patch Department, Sheriff’s De-
partment and Building Inspection
Department, as well as providing a
new courtroom. The county ex-
pects to complete the renovations
in fiscal 1990-91.

Revenues for the project will
come from ad valorem taxes, court
facility fees and state grants.

School needs are also high on the
county’'s priorities list. The com-
missioners appropriated the bud-
get as requested by the board of ed-
ucation. In addition to the monies
for bond retirement, the schools re-
ceived $904,300 for current expense
and $185,500 for capital outlay.

“I'm sure that it is racially moti-
vated,” Yates said after the meet-
ing. The board tried to argue that
the ‘polic_v is not racial. Chairman
Clifford Winslow said that the pol-
icy of not naming a school after an
individual was set during a similar
case 10 years ago. He said that
race did not matter when it came
to naming the school. Board mem-
ber Ben Hobbs said that he was in
favor of the logical, geographic
naming of the schools rather than
honoring any specific individuals,

Rev. London, along with several
other people, asked if it is posible
to change policy, and if so, what
steps are necessary to do so. Fol-
lowing the meeting Yates said the
group does not want to let the issue
die, and that they will be back with
another request

rate to rise

The board of education will draw
heavily on their reserves for ur-
gent facilities needs in fiscal 1989-
90 to meet their budget needs of
$356,500 in capital outlay and
$1,502,300 in current expense.

Commissioners increased per-
manent county employee salaries
by 7.5 percent in an effort to be
competitive with the surrounding
counties. It was also hoped that the
increase would help to compensate
for the lack of salary increase two
years ago.

The Recreation Department re-
ceived $38,675 to construct two new
county athletic fields. This figure
represents 50 percent of the total
cost. The other half of the project
cost will come from a federal
grant. It is felt that the complex
will be a great asset to the county.
Presently, the county owns no ath-
letic fields, and must play all
sports on school property

Also included in the budget is an-
ticipated Emergency Medical
Services expenditures of $81,064.
Next year will be the first full year
the department is operational.

Fiscal 1989-90 will be the last
year of the jail expansion line item,
which totals $104,762, plus a pro-
Jected carry-over of $61,400. Per-
quimans County'’s 22 percent share
of the project is expected to be
$292,762.

The budget is based on a tax col-
lection rate of 95 percent with a tax
base of $269,780,489. This would
provide revenues of $1,870,927.
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_commissioners unveiled a $906,710 plan for unpaved rural and road for some time to come.
unpaved rural subdivision roads in Perquimans County. Although

ay Commission came to Hert-
u 1M plan for upgrading

M'!lo in secondary road
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N.C. Highway commissioners visit Perquimans

stabilized, but not paved durmg fiscal 1989-90. Paving that road is high- '

several projects wifl be undertaken if funding is available in fiscal
1989-90, there are still some who will have to live on an unpaved
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by the General As-
roads are scheduled for paving next
wﬂam

contingenc
atd.wmuat dbe aved as soon as funds become available
are Sueola Beach Road, Lee Drive, George Lane Road and Hog Neck
Road. These total $465,000.
mmmmmm told the interested ns attending the
lhtthemuuua tygnemto lnewhatmb
paved. Points are to ea d based on the number of
gnu.lmimms,whool

, recreational facilities and traffic on.
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