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Cotton balloting begins
Cofton growers have until
Friday, July 26 to return their
ballots in a referendum to deter-
mine whether they favor a unl-
J form assessment
' voting period began Ju 17
| Growers should have re-
ceived by mail. The bal-
lots must be returned to the
I.Km of the Agricultural
Stabl tion a.ngs C%rlll;fbr;mtwtn
by July e vot-
ers who didn't receive a ballot
may vote at the ASCS office,
according to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture announce-
ment.
Information is available from
local ASCS and Cooperative Ex-
tension Service offices on the

year. Ap-
pllcatlona for arts, crafts.
and food booths for Se
tember 14, are available at
Chamber office or by calllng
426-5657.
Practice to start
Footbﬁll pract‘l’::“t;oyrm
varsity an qunlor
g.%lstyg t \ b ty
. al
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By JULIAN EURE and SUSAN HARRIS

The Elizabeth City police arrested two
Hertford residents last Frldag thanks to
the nose of their aging dru,

Arrested were Erma Lee Harns. of
312 Market St., and Vernon Leon Fere-
bee Adams, 49, ﬁf Roogtc 5, Box 96. Both
parties were charged with possession
with intent to sell and deliver cocaine
and with transporting cocaine.

The couple was stopped
suspicion otp g traffi

police on
ers Frida

at appmaﬁmately 830 a.m. while travel-
ling north on Hughes Boulevard in a

$70,000, police said.

black 1988 Camaro. Then Dingo, Eliza-
beth City's g police dog. went to
work. It took the German Shepard about
10 seconds to sniff out a 300-gram stash
of cocaine hidden in the car which was
impounded by police Friday morning.
The estimated street value of the dru an
was $70,000, according to police offici

Elizabeth City Police Chief W.C.
Owens sald he suspects the cocaine was
bound for distribution in Elizabeth City
before the pair was apprehended.

Both Harris and Adams were jailed at
Albemarle District Jail under $50,000

Photo by Gary Cosby Jr.

Dingo, the Elizabeth City Police Department’'s drug dog sniffed out a 300-gram cache of co-
caine hidden Iin a car carrying a Hertford couple last Friday. The illegal drugs are worth about

bond. The investigation is continuing,
however, because the car used to tran-
port the cocaine was registered to an-
other Perquimans native, Valerie Perry, of
922 Prospect Ave., Westbury, N.Y.

Owens said that police found a .25
caliber automatic pistol in Harris' posses-
sion when they searched her pocketbook.
But the initial search of the car did not
lead police to the drug cache until Dingo
stepped in.

The dog began scratching violently at
a plastic panel in the right rear interior
of the car, giving police a clue as to

From Staff Reports

Briefs Hertford pair arrested in drug bust

where the cocaine was hidden. Owens
said.

“Once we got him up in the car it
didn't take long. You can see where he
started scratching the side of the car,”
said Corporal-Detective Randy Cartw-
right, who serves as Dingo's handle-
r.Cartwright said drug traffickers
typically stuff cocain packets in the
space between the exterior and interior
walls of cars and underneath spare tire
holders in a vehicle’s trunk.

Thatch hearing
is set next week

Hertford man charged with murder

Thatch at the Hertford Police

William Lloyd
Thatch, 42, of Meads

Rogerson Jr.

Thatch will re-
tain his own
lawyer for the
case, a county
court spokes-
man said Tues-
day.Thatch is
currently being |
held in Albe-
marle District
Jail without
bond.
Contacted
Tuesda;
ment é’

“*Hawk"'

Park, will appear in Perquimans
County criminal district court
July 31 for his probable cause
hearing after being charged with
the murder of Joseph Richard

Thatch

Hertford Police Depart-
hief Aubrey Sample Jr.
refused to discuss a possible
motive in the alleged slaying.
Chowan County Sheriff Fred
%}:mill announced the arrest of
atch July 18. Sample con-
firmed that Hertford Police De-
partment officials arrested

Department.

Trail
T A surveyor found Rogerson's

body the morning of July 10 at
the north end of Bear Swamp
Road in Chowan County with a
gunshot wound to the head. The
gravel road lies off Center Hill
Highway and straddles the Per-
quimans-Chowan County line.

Spruill said two abrasions to
Rogerson’s head were discovered
along with the gunshot wound.
Spruill said Rogerson had last
been seen alive between 11 and
11:30 p.m. the night before he
was found.No weapon was re-
covered at the crime scene, he
said.

Rogerson’'s body was sent to
Greenville for an autopsy but
the state’s medical examiner has
refused comment. No official
cause of death has been an-
nounced. The State Bureau of
Investigation is continuing the
investigation.

Bulletproof Donor provudes

Pu'qtmnans Coun ti
Htﬂeaa&rtgnmo?

the generosity of a lo-

Qupl glves Hertford

Lothian said a private citizen
approached him some time
and asked how much it d
cost to outfit the department
with vests. The sheriff estimated
the cost at $2,500. The citizen
who requested anonimity, told
Lothian to order the vests. They
were delivered two weeks later.

Three of the vests are cus-
tom-tailored to be worn under
uniforms on a daily basis. The
fourth is a tact vest, which is
wom on the outside of the uni-
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form. Lothian said it will
worn by the first personmthe
door on drug raids.

“I'm really tickled that we
have some people out here in
the community that appreciate
what my guys do,” Lothian said.
He said he appreciated a citizen
donating between $2,000 and
$3,000 “to make things a little
safer for us out here.”

Lothian said he has included
vests in his budget several
times, but they were not funded

protective

by the county commissioners.
“We've asked for them (vests) on
occasion and been turmed
down,” Lothian said. “Obviously
the commissioners didn't feel
like they were necessary items.”

Lothian last requested the
vests the year before last. He
said he finds it hard to believe
that while bulletproof vests were
cut from the budget, the com-
missioners funded their share of
the monies needed to provide
color television sets at Albemarle

gear

District Jail.

The sheriff said his deputies
deserved the protection provided
by vests.

“We're running Jnto more
and more weapons,” said Lo-
thian, whose de ent has
confiscated assault rifless and
small and large caliber hand-
guns in the line of duty. Lothian
said that his department most
often encounters guns during
domestic calls and on drug
raids.




