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The Per?ul.,mans County
Middle School PTSA will meet at
7:30 l1.\.1'1:1. on Sept. 24 at the
e Bais e

is e R 3
Ang ne interested in drug edu-
cation programs is asked to
come and give us your support.

planned
The Belvidere-Chappell Hill
Volunteer Fire ent will
hold a drawing for porcelain
dolls and a bake sale on Satur-
day, Sept. 21 at 7:30 p.m. at
the fire station. If interested in
a $1 ticket for the
dolls. contact Jennifer at 297-
2901 after 6 p.m. You do not
have to be present to win.

E.l.C. to meet

The Economic Improvement
Council, Inc. will meet at the
Perquimans Senior Center on
Sept,.24 at 7 p.m. All council
menibers as well as area resi-
dents are encouraged to attend.
Special guest for the meeting
will be ator Howard Hunter
Jr. of the N.C. General Assem-
bly. For more information con-
tact Lois P. Smith at 426-786§,

Scholarship program un-

derway

The 45th annual Voice of
Democracy Scholarship program
is now underway. Locally spon-
sored by VFW Post No. 8148,
the contest offers high school
sophomores. juniors and seniors
the opportunity to voice their
opinions on ci 3 nsibil-
ity to their country. and to con-

vey th‘qu'_h'ts'“about America.

This years- theme is “Meeting
America’s Challenge.” Students
interested in entering the con-
tact can contact their teachers
for information.

Pre-game dinner planned
The Perquimans School Food
Service ‘Association will kick off
Friday evening's football festivi-
ties with a pre-game dinner.
Chicken pot pie plates will be
available in the high school cafe-
terla for $3.50 each. The din-
ners will be sold from 5:30 -
7:30 p.m. Homemade desserts
will be also be available for an

additional charge.
Support group to meet
The Albemarle Multiple Scle-

rosis Support Group will meet

at Elizabeth City's First United
Methodist Church on Monday,

Ve
-

Commissioners want D.A.R.E. program

After discussing the matter
in executive session. the Perqui-
mans County Board of Commis-
sioners decided Monday night in
regular session to see what they
can do to put the D.A.RE. pro-
gram back in the schools. Re-
spon to public concern over

e discontinuation of the pro-
gram, the commissioners autho-
rized chairman Lester Simpson
to meet with Sheriff Joe Lothian
to discuss the program'’s re- im-
plementation. e

Earlier in the meetin% Fred
Yates, president of the Perqui-
mans County N.A.A.C.P., ap-
pealed to the commissioners to
take action regarding the pro-
gram’s demise.

“I'm a little shaken that
we're taking the D.A.RE. pro-
gram out of the schools,” Yates
sald as a standing-room only
audience listened. "I appeal to
you tonight...to do something.”

Yates encouraged the com-
missioners to open up the lines
of communication with the sher-
iff. and offered his assistance.

“Im a little shaken that we’re taking the D.A.R.E.
program out of the schools. | appeal to you

tonight...to do something.”

“We appreciate you being
concerned about this,” Simpson
told Yates and his delegation of
10.

“There's a lot of people con-
cerned,” commissioner Thomas
Nixon added.

“We need to keep that pro-

am in, gentlemen,” Yates said.
"If there's anything that I can
do. Il do it. We elected you
guys and we elected the other
guy. You must communicate.”

Commissioner Leo Higgins
asked Yates how effective he felt
the pro is. Yates responded
that D.A.R:E. is very effective in
helping young people say no to
drug dealers. He said that the
drug problem here is bad. and
he doesnt want to see it get

Fred Yates

worse.

“We haven't given up on it,
Fred, and I still hope we can get
this program started,” Simpson
stated.

Yates said he was not at the
meeting to debate who's right
and wrong in what appears to
be a stand-off between the com-
missioners and the sheriff, but
rather to ask that the lines of
communication be re-opened to
benefit the children. “The reason
they're (drugs) in this area is be-
cause it's so easy for them to
get. I mean, there's nothing

one about it,” Simpson eaid.

“Ralph (Robinson) did a good
ob (with the D.A.R.E. program).

e children like him. I think we
can get this program started
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back. Were not asking him to
do it free. The county wants to
pay the man,” Simpson added.

“Our neighborhood really
needs it,” Yates responded.

“*Has communication im-
proved between you and the
sheriffs department or is it still
at a stalemate?” resident John
Popek asked the commissioners.

Simpson replied that he has
not been in contact with the
sheriff, however he said that he
set up a committee that has
communicated with the sheriff
and that Higgins is on the com-
mittee.

“I'm not prepared to commu-
nicate on it,” Higgins said.

Yates said, "l don't think
that the drug program is the is-
sue. There is something else be-
hind the drug program and the
drug program is being used. I'm
thinking the drug program is be-
ing used for a pawn on some-
thing else.”

The commissioners did
respond to Yates' stateme:

Yates asked the commission-

not

ers if they'd be willing to sit
down “over coffee” and discuss
the problem with the sheriff.
Simpson said, “Yes.”

“I think everyone of us - the
commissioners, Paul (Gregory).
John (Matthews) - will go and do
everything we can,” Nixon
added.

Simpson told Yates that Lo-
thian has been invited to attend
commissioners’ meetings three
times, but has failed to do so.

Gregory said Tuesday morn-
ing that the commissioners are
very concerned about the
D.A.R.E. program, and want to
work with the sheriffs depart-
ment- to put it back in the
schools.

“They support it 100 per-
cent,” Gregory said. He added
that both he and Lothian have
been asked to speak about the
program at the Perquimans Mid-
dle School PTSA meeting on
Sept. 24. He said he hopes that
they be able to report that
the program will be back soon.

Hertford Town Council
delays truck purchase

To buy a truck or not to buy
a truck. That is the question
that Hertford town councilmen
have debated at both their Au-
gust and September meetings.

At issue is replacing a 1976
pick-up used by the electric de-
partment. Mayor and city man-
ager W.D. “Bill" Cox told the
councilmen at their August
meeting that the truck is used
as much as any vehicle owned
by the town. It has over 200.000
miles on the odometer, the
steering is bad and the mdtor
has been rebuilt.

Councilman Jesse Harris
said he favored driving the truck
until it wears out.

Replacing the truck was dis-
cussed in August because the
council had earlier authorized
Cox to get bids on a 1991 Ford
pick-up. Cox submitted three
bids to the council - $11.613:
$11,990 and $12,130 - from
Courtesy Ford, Stewart Ford and
Albemarle Motors, respectively.

After the decision to buy the
truck was tabled, Cox asked,
“Gentlemen, let me asked you,
why did you ask me to go
through the bid process?” Cox
said that the town had allowed
several pieces of equipment to
“go to pot” in the past, resulting
in the replacement of four major
pieces of equipment in a two-
year period. He added that re-
placing the equipment in such a
short time-span had resulted in
a financial strain on the town
coffers.

When the issue was brought
up for discussion in September,
Cox said, “The truck needs to be
replaced. It's got to be replaced.”
He added that it will probably
be impossible to get a 1991
model vehicle this late in the
year, which will mean the town
will have to bid on what will

likely be a more expensive 1992
model.

“Are we going to take the po-
sition that when they start rid-
ing in the bucket truck that's
when weTe going to make the
decision?” councilman Erie
Haste queried.

Harris then suggested
looking for a used vehicle.

Cox responded. "We don't
need something two-thirds or
half worn out in the electric de-
partment.”

Cox said he had looked at
used vehicles and found that a
“decent” pre-owned model would
cost approximately $9.000 com-
pared to a new one with warran-
ties for about $12.000.

“For the electric truck. we
need dependable equipment,”
Cox said.

"It doesn't bother me if you
want to go back and get bids
again.,” councilman Billy
Winslow said. Winslow made the
motion to table the purchase at
the August meeting. He said
that since that time he had lis-
tened to the present vehicle op-
erate. “We sure need a new
one,” he said.

“If it’s running and doing the
job, 1 vote against it.” Harris
said.

“The truck's days are num-
bered,” Cox responded.

“If the truck is not good
enough to do what has to be
done you need that truck moved
to a less-used department,™
Haste commented.

“I just feel like let's don't
push it right this second,” Har-
ris said.

No decision was made on re-
placing the present vehicle
which town electric employees
say will run at a maximum
speed of 48 miles per hour.




