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promotion
at Centura

Suzanne Towe has been pro-
moted to vice dent at Cen-
tura Bank in Rocky Mount,
where she serves as branch sup-
port coordinator in the Opera-
tions Department. Her duties

i

~and Mrs. Cllﬁm‘ll’.
fall. )

School board
wrestles with
nepotism issue

By SUSAN R. HARRIS
Editor

Should relatives of school

{ board members be hired to work

in the local school system?

The issue created a stir at
the Perquimans County Board of
Education meeting Monday eve-
ning when Personnel Director

| Paul Ward included Tanya How-

ell, daughter of school board
chairman Wayne Howell, in the
list of teachers recommended for
employment for the 1992-93
school year.

“l have a real concern and

lits a growing concern...about

nepotism...” said former school
board chairman Clifford Winslow

4 after a motion and a second were

on the floor to a e hiring
Miss Howell and the other teach-
ers recommended.

Winslow said that if Miss
Howell was hired, a majority of
school board members will have
relatives working in the system
once Wallace Nelson is sworn in
as a board member in December.

Nelson's wife, Freda, is a tea-
cher. Also having a relative em-
ployed in the system is Walter
Leigh, whose wife serves as a
computer operator.

Winslow said it puts admin-
istrators in “a very difficult situ-
ation” if problems with an
employee who is also the rela-

tive of a school board member

| arise.

Leigh said there should be
and has not been favoritism or
preferential treatment given rela-
tives of school board members.
He said the boaiu woks for qual-

'S, | ity employees, regardless of fam-

The Perquimans County
commissioners Monday let a bid
to paint the county’s water
tanks.

Southern Corosion was given
the contract at a price of
$101,975. The work gad been
budgeted in earlier fiscal years,
but had been delayed, according

to county manager N. Paul Gre-
gow dJr.

Gregory said the main pur-
Eoseforpalntlngthetanksis to
eep the water, later piped to
customers throughout the
county, clean. The contract calls
for Southern Corosion to put
eight coats of epoxy paint on the
inside of the tanks. The outsides
will also be painted, Gregory
said.
The commissioners also ap-

Towe earns County lets water tank painting bid

proved allowing Gregory to look
to federal sources for a boat to
be used for drug enforcement
and rescue purposes. Gregory
said federal law allows for the
transfer of federal equipment to
local government agencies to use
in the war against drug traffick-
ing. If a boat can be found, it
will be transferred to the county
at no cost to local taxpayers.

ily relationships.

Winslow said that while
Leigh’s statements were true, the
public might not perceive them
to be true. He said public percep-

- | tion “may as well be fact.”

Board member Ben Hobbs
said that employees are not di-
rectly answerable to the board,
and therefore there were “layers”
which protected both employees
and board members.

Superintendent Randall L.
Henion recommended that the
boa.rd look at a nepotism policy.

ersonally would recom-
mend t?lat we seriously look at a
nepotism policy,” he said.

“In the long run I think it
would be advantageous to the
Perquimans County School Sys-
tem,” Henion added.

Winslow said he had brought
his concerns about a nepotism
po]jr.gr to the board earlier, but
could get no support from other
board members. There is no nep-
otism policy in the new policy

recently completed by
the board.

“Let me say one thing, I did
not solicit a job for my daughter
from any in this system,”

“l have a real concern
and it's a growing
concern...about
nepotism...”

Clifford Winslow
School board member

Howell said.

The chairman said that both
of his daughters earned teaching
certificates, but his elder chose
not to return to Perquimans
County to teach. Tanya, Howell
said, wants to come home to
work.

Howell added that he does not
intend to serve on the board for
an extended period of time, and
that his daughter should not be
overlooked for employment if she
is indeed the most qualificd can-
didate applying for the position.

Winslow said that he did not
doubt Miss Howell's qualifica-
tions, but felt strongly that a
point had to be made about hiring
relatives.

“In good conscience I cannot,
I cannot support this recommen-
dation,” Winslow said.

Hobbs said he had never
heard the nepotism issue dis-
cussed during his tenure as a
board member. He also said that
young adults who wish to return
to their home county to work
should not be penalized because
their parents choose to serve on
the board of education.

Both Leigh and Nelson ran for
and were elected to their seats on
the board while their wives were
in the employ of the school sys-
tem.

Ward told board members
that the school system has an in-
tensive interview process and a
thorough reference check that all
applicants must go through be-
fore they are considered for em-
ployment. He said that the
transfers and appointments rec-
ommended Monday night would
serve to strengthen the school
system.

The board voted 3-1 in favor
of hiring the appointees, including
Miss Howell. Winslow voted
against the recommendations,
and Howell did not vote. The
chairman traditionally only votes
when it is necessary to break a
tie.

Arrests are reported

The Hertford Police reported
the foll arrests:

On July 29, Nelson Isaac
Jones, 32, of Route 1, Box 260,
Sunbury, was arrested and

ed with resist, obstruct and
delay, assault by pointing a gun,
and from a person. A se-
cured was set at $5,700.

On July 21, James Stanford
Griffin, 20, of Route 2, Box 33B,

Edenton, was arrested and
ed with driving while intoxi-

andast&) vinlauon A
secured bond
On July 21, Victor Edward
Oliver Jr., 16, of 413 E. Queen
: .ﬁn' pouxg beer l:yd-
tation a
person less than 19 years old.
On July 21, J Edward
ol 216 Church
m issued a cita-

tion

tion for speeding.

On dJuly 31, Michael Lee
Chapman, 18, of 515 Pennsylva-
nia Avenue, Hertford, was ar-
rested for communicatin
threats. Bond was set at $2
unsecured.

oi'Routc 1, Box 29,
Cedar Strcct. Hertford, was is-
sued a Chowan County criminal
summeons for two counts of issu-
ing worthless checks.

On: Aug. 8, Jerry Gur-
ganus, 34, of Route 4, Hertford,
was arrested on a warrant for
%&s&mﬂt She was released
on unsecured bond.

On Aug. 8, Don Wayne Jerni-

41, of Route 4, Box 747,
ertford, was arrested on a war-

mti:rmjurytopemmwlm

ofM&.Bux erty. He was released on

wluuedadta-

bond.




