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35 Cents

Poll shows
support for
tax group
on land use

i Citizens who responded to
e Perquimans W s ques-
tion about land use values ap-
plied to farmland were
overwhelmingly against applying
the values.

Seventy t of the 20
people who called in said they
are not in favor of land use. Of
the 14 people who oppose land
use values, three own qualifying
farmland in Perquimans County.
One caller said he owns farm-
land in Chowan County.

Five of the six callers who
support the land use values own
farmland. The sixth caller said
he is for the values, and would
like to see them extended to
building lots bought that will not
pass state tests to have a septic
tank installed.

Not only did the callers who
voiced opposition to the land use
values say they were .
most applauded the efforts of the
Perquimans County Tax Commit-
tee to fight the measure.

. Several callers said it is not
the land use valuations they dis-
like, but the across-the-

break given to all farmland own-

ers.
. The general statute calling
for land use values was o

intended to hold down the values
of farmland bordering commer-
cial and residential development
properties. Revaluation generally
pushed the values of that land to
unrealistic levels. In' order to re-
l'bl'.!ledut.l%t generalfam

o e assem or
relief. The statutes have .Len
amended to include all farmland,

using eommted profit ratios to
determine values.

As applied in Perquimans
County in accordance with state
statues, landuse values brought
the tax value of farmland from
around $1100-1300 per acre to
$70tgdpﬂ' acre. The reduction re-
sulted in

a loss of about $54 mil-
lion in values, and a
,000 loss in

tax revenues.

The Tax Committee does not
argue with the original intent of
the statutes. Committee mem-
bers said last week they under-
stand that farmland values were
once too high on some properties
et But they dontt think al

t. But on
mw o'i?c all brealtto
: a tax A
which places more tax burden on
nion-farmland property owners.

In an information packet sent
to the tax committe¢, County

N. Paul said
that in order not to use the va-
lues recommended by the North
Carolina Use-Value Advisory
Board, the co must make an

Citizens fight high-tech landfill

At last...a win!

High School Lady Pirates celebrated their heels of some close games for the team. For game high-

The
first victory of the season, a 42-31 romp over visiting Wel- |ights. plea o s B Sl
Friday night on their home court. The win came on the ights, please see page 8. (Photo by Susan )
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Yates takes
wife’s seat on
town council

By SUSAN R. HARRIS
Editor

With flying colors...

A familiar name will a
once again in Winfall Town
Council minutes. .

Fred Yates was appointed by
the council last month to serve
the un term of his wife,.
Shirley. Mrs. Yates resigned from
the post to.run for a Perquimans
County commissioner’s seat. She
won her bid, and was sworn in
this past December. Now Mr.
Yates will get his first taste of
politics as a member of an
elected government board.

Mr. Yates said he brings di-
versity and leadership ability
within* the community to the’

ways to funid infrastructure
mdm cooperal m'ufo'r
secrnan 54

mmma _ xn gan Winsiow, Nicole Hollowell, Bobby Fen-

nell, Matt Leicester, Isaac Tumer, Nilian
Chobot, Ryan Memolo, Nicola Jackson, Nick
Kahl, Justin Beamon, Tommy Stokiey and
Cara Coates. (Photo by Susan Harris)

ogram may be back

D ! , Lothian said it
h__mmm

full-time

dep-

in his next fiscal budget. With
the state funds for a

Other
solutions
sought

By SUSAN R. HARRIS and

JULIAN EURE
Reporters

Perquimans County residents
have banded together to fight
playing host to a high-tech land-
fill which would be used by eight
counties.

Solid waste management
mandates and filling landfills in
the surrounding area sparked a
moveies, including Perquimans,
to form the Albemarle Regional
Landfill Authority. The authority
is looking for the least expensive,
most convenient way to dispose
of garbage from the eight coun-
ties.

One option the authority is
considering is placing a high-tech
landfill adjacent to the present
Tri-county landfill in the Belvi-
dere township. Tri-county is op-
erated by Perquimans, Gates and
Chowan counties.

And residents say one landfill
is enough.

“We're already becoming
known as a trash dump," said
Doug Layden last Wednesday
evening at meeting organized by
those fighting the landfill. “We
don't want to be known five
years down the road as a ‘'high-
tech landfillville.” "

While fighting the landfill is
undoubtedly an emotional issue,
the 14-member citizens commit-
tee plans to fight with facts, not
feelings. Lu Ann Riddick, another
member of the citizens group.
said the game plan is to investi-
gate the waste disposal options
currently before the authority,
discuss alternatives, then pre-
sent a plan to the county com-
missioners.

“We want to know (as much
as the authority does) so we can
ask the questions we need to ask
to get all the answers,” Riddick
said.

Judging from the turn-out at
the citizens’ meeting Wednesday,
Layden and Riddick are not alone
in their concern. About 100 peo-

le filled the courtroom looking
or answers and options to host-
ing the landfill.

Another option the authority
is considering is selling garbage
to Addington Environmental Inc.,
an Ashland, Ky. firm proposing
to build a privately-owned landfill
in Bertie County. Addington has
invited the authority to join the
three counties already committed
to using its services (Bertie.
Washington and Hertford).

Jerry Parks, the authority's
executive director, and Chowan
County commissioner Wayne
Goodwin are supgosed to tour
Addington's waste facilities soon.

“We promised the people of
Perquimans County that we
would investigate all options be-
fore we decide to do anything,”
Parks said.

Parks said one of the main
questions that must be answered
before deciding to sell to Add-
ington is: Will it be cheaper than
building a landfill?

Perquimans County commis-
sioner Charles Skinner ap-
plauded the efforts of the group,
and patted Layden and Riddick
on the back for spearheading the
citizens group.

“Before you start shooting

body down, get your facts
gd g er,” Skinner




