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Taxpayers
sentenced to
pay in Little
Rascals case

By SUSAN R. HARRIS
Editor

Being a good neighbor is sometimes costly. Per-
g:llmans County found that out firsthand by hosting
e trial of Kathryn Dawn Wilson. the second de-
fendant to be tried in the Little Rascals Day Care sex
abuse case.

County Manager Paul Gregory said Monday that
the trial cost Perquimans County taxpayers between
$14,000 and $18,000 to provide heat. a deputy to
run court and janitorial services. He said it would be
difficult to tie down an actual to-the-penny figure be-
cause of how the deputies were scheduled to handle
the extra workload caused by the case.

The money was not the only damage done to tax-
g&(l’{zs' pocketbooks. Gregory said Clerk of Superior

Gail Godwin has been trying to locate two

law books. The two volumes were part of a

set. So far, Godwin has had no luck finding the

books. In addition, the carpet must be cleaned, the

t was damaged in one room and some walls

need to be repainted thanks to encounters with ta-

bles and chairs that were pushed into them during
the trial.

“You can definitely tell it's been used.” Gregory
said of the upstairs facilities.

The Wilson trial began in mid-November and
ended on Jan. 26, when Wilson was found guilty of
five counts of sex offense and sentenced to life in
prison.

Wilson’s conviction came nine months after the
guilty verdict handed down against former day care
co-owner Robert F. Kelly Jr. Kelly was found guilty of
99 counts of sex offense and received 12 life sen-
tences. Kelly's trial was held in the Pitt County town
of Farmville. .

Both the Kelly and Wilson cases are on appeal.

Still to be tried are Kelly's wife, Elizabeth, former
Edenton video store operator Willard Scott Privott,
and three others. No decision on who will be tried
next, when another trial will begin or where the next
case will be heard has been made.

Do you think Perquimans County should host a
second Little Rascals day care trial? Why? Voice your
opinion by calling 426-5728 before Monday at 5 p.m.
You do not have to identify yourself.

Arrests made

The Perquimans County Sheriff's Department
reported the following arrests:

On Feb. 16, Richard Edward Mathews Jr., 25,
of Route 2 was arrested and charged with first de-
gree trespassing and simple assault. He was re-
leased on a $200 unsecured bond.

On Feb. 17, Emman Carton Lane. 25. of Route
1, Box 725-C, was arrested and charged with as-

sault on a female. He was released on a $200 un-
secured bond.

On Feb. 18, Isaac Stanley White. 35, of 211
Covent Garden, was arrested and charged with
failure to appear. He was released on a $200 se-
cured bond.

On Feb. 19, Sherri B. Ward. 38. of Route 1,
Box 497, was issued a criminal summons for
worthless :

On Feb. 19, Gary Lee Talmadge, 34, of 132-M
Cork Street, was arrested and charged with two
counts of worthless checks. He was released on a
$200 secured bond.

On Feb. 22, John Edward Brown, 47, of Lot 55,
Meads Trailer Court, was arrested and charged
with failure to appear. He was confined to Albe-
marle District Jail in lieu of a $7,500 secured
bond.
On Feb. 22, James Ulysesses Walker, 27, of
Route 4, Box 1025, was arrested and charged with
felony larceny and two counts of failure to appear.
He was confined to Albemarle District Jail in lieu
of a $1,900 secured bond.

Doggone problem:
Courtesy may be key
to hunting situation




