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expense budget to the capital
outlay

School officials
SR Gl 1 fiktog
con on the
and air conditioning system at
the middle school as part of the
renovations in progress. Schools
endent Randall L. He-
nion said the control system
should pay for itself within three
years. ;
Tax collections
The Perquimans County Tax
Department has collected
$2,457,000 in ad valorem taxes
and $109,044 in solid waste fees,
Tax Supervisor Keith Haskett
told the commissioners. The tax

spoke on behalf of a delegation
secking to g:h‘a:: e the wa:;r
sales agreement between the

and Island. Car-

authority
quest at the au
scheduled for April 5 at 7 p.m.

- LuAnn Riddick, a member of the Concerned Citi-
zens Commitiee formed to study solid waste man-
agement, addressed the Perquimans County
Commissioners during their evening session Mon-

By JULIAN EURE
Elizabeth City reporter

quimans Coun
crowded into the county

onday night to
Ieommis—

“Assure us that the
Perquimans site is
not a done deal.”

Doug Layden
Concerned Citizens
Committee

1. mans commissioners offerred the

site to ‘the authority last year be-
cause of its proximity to an exis

3-county landfill now used by Cho-
wan, Gates and Perquimans coun-
ties. The new site is adjacent to the

existing landfill.
: officials felt I

a new high-tech landfill at the site
would save the authority — and
thus Perquimans —money in the
long-run because it w;mlduxjrt require
an expensive move of equipment or

" Officials have also talked pri-
%mmam
So far, the authority

1 the la :

day night. Riddick was the first of many residents
to speak out against Perquimans County hosting a
regional landfill to be used by eight Albemarie area
counties. (Photo by Gary Cosby Jr.)

Citizens speak against
landfill in Perquimans

competitive bidding system.”

Besides the landfill option, the
authority is negotiating with pri-
vately owned Addington Environ-
mental to have its
to a 120-acre

plans to build in Bertie County.

Authority officials have said the
choice between options will
bly come down to price.
ington can come up with a price
that compares favorably to the price
of building and operating a landfill
years, the authority may
choose to contract with the
waste company. Somfar. Addington
hasn't n the authority any firm
ﬁgures.gi?ays Authority Executive
Director Jerry Parks.

Layden suggested the Perqui-
mans commissioners should keep
the citizens committee more in-
formed about the authority’s nego-

But Mack Nixon, a Perquimans
commissioner and the authority
chairman, 1 the authority
itself in the foot if
it made the citizens committee privy
to all of its negotiations.

“You must understand. If we
our

it could ham-
with some of
he said. “We
on the table
: ybua?llaman

re going to do up here. you
no room for bargaining.”
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Business brisk
at district jail

‘Additional personnel,

space may be needed

By SUSAN R. HARRIS
Editor -

Business is booming at Albemarle District Jail,
according to Jail Commission chairman Thomas
Nixon of Perquimans County.

Nixon told Perquimans commissioners Monday
that overcrowding and long incarcerations prior to
trial are pressing problems at the tri-county facility.

“Your problem with the jail, your biggest prob
lem, is getting the people tried,” Nixon said.

The jail commissioner said things get “on edge
around there” when over 90 prisoners are packed
into the facility designed to hold a maximum of 80.
The jail census has topped 100 recently, Nixon re-
ported.

Nixon said the jail commission requested that a
judge drop small bonds to allow some of those held
awaiting trial to be released. Nixon asked the
county to write a letter to district attorney H.P. Wil-
liams requesting speedier trials for detainees.

“You can look for another building project un-
less something changes from what it is,” Nixon
said.

Nixon said some people seem to like the accom-
modations at the jail.

“Sometimes people don't want get out of jail. If
you turn them out, they come right back to see you.
Some of them they let out and they come back
without even missing a meal.”

The administrative load at the facility has also
increased, Nixon said, adding that the jail commis-
sion will propose hiring an additional administrator
this week. Aubrey Ownley of Perquimans County is
the administrator.

“The boy’s carrying more load than any one hu-
man being is supposed to carry,” Nixon said.

“We all see the need of it, but we know it's going
to cost,” Nixon added.

Health care costs for those held at the jail are
also increasing. Effective April, Dr. Neil DeNunzio
will receive a $75 per week increase for his weekly
visits to the jail. DeNunzio's weekly fee will rise
from $200 to $275. Nixon said DeNunzio cited more
time spent at the jail as the reason for the hike. De-
Nunzio spends a half day each week examining
those housed at the jail.

In a related matter, Nixon said it might be
cheaper for the jail to hire an additional employee
and purchase a vehicle to transport prisoners who
need emergency medical care than to continue to
have sheriffs and deputies transport and supervise
the prisoners. Prisoners are technically in the cus-
tody of the sheriff in the county in which they were
arrested, and that sheriff's department is responsi-
ble for emergency transportation and supervision.

In addition to relieving the sheriff's departments
of the duties, Nixon said having jail employees
transport patients would probably result in better
medical follow-up for prisoners.

Perquimans Count;y budgeted $132,944 in the
fiscal 1992-93 budget for jail operations.

Deputies’ overtime pay
approved...at last

By SUSAN R. HARRIS
Editor

If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.

Perquimans County commissioner Shirley Yates
took that cliche to heart Monday, as she made a
motion to pay overtime to sheriff's deputies three
times before Hna.lly getting a second so the motion
could come up for a vote.

It appeared that the commissioners would let
the issue e for another month without approv-
ing the. $1, for 108 hours of overtime logged by
four deputies.

Yates first moved to pay the overtime about an
hour into the five-hour meeting. No other board
member would second the motion. Chairman Leo

said the board would reconsider the issue
at the end of the session.

Around 6 p.m., Yates again moved to pay the
overtime. Still no other commissioner would second
the motion. For a second time, Higgins moved the
matter down on the agenda. '

Yates moved for the third time to pay the overtime.
Her motion was again met with silence.

Commissioner Archie Miller broke the deadlock.
of it is, we're over budget




