2020 group
gets state
grant

- The Perquimans 2020 Vision
Coalition is one step closer to
the county successfully
i c 21st century.
- &cd a $25,000
grant from e N.C. Rural Eco-
nomic Development Center to
staff the county’s long-term eco-
nomic development initiative.
The coalition is seeking a
coordinator to assist the coalition
and its committees as they strive
to find ways to make Perquimans
County a better place to live and
work.
.+ The coalition produced a plan
_earlier this year which outlines
steps that can be taken to
. en the county. Areas dis-
cussed in the plan incude com-
munity services development,
tural and ind devel-
infrastructure, human
services and tourism.
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It's not often that people get
wgutung in writ-

over $11 mil-

to the

Schools superintendent Ran-
dall L. Henion received a letter
from the state Department of
Public Instruction commending
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Working on water

The changing weather over the past few weeks has provided nally wedged themselves between tha cold, rain and ice that
sharp contrasts for workers building the high-rise bridge made working high above the water a challenge for the con-
over the Perquimans River. Beautiful sun-filled days have fi- struction crew. (Photo by Vallerie Stevenson)

A pane gas truck slid
into apdltch on Beech Springs
Road Thursday afternoon.

The truck, owned by Reed
0Oil Company and driven by Jo-

Mark Chappell, 31, of Bel-
ere, had just turmed off of
Cenmr Hﬂl y onto Beech
g atldaround 1:15
pm told N.C. High-
way Pag'.;fﬁgo D.C. Garriss
that he met a vetncle travellng
south which
coming into Chappell’s lane
Cha; , who was. traveling at a
slow rate of speed, according to
Garriss, steered to the right to
avoid colliding with the oncom-
ing vehicle.

The propane truck hit the
shoulder of the road, which was
‘t‘ivlet::'h causing it to slide into the

No one was injured m the

~accident.
The Hertford Fire Depart- |

~Propane truck hits ditch in Beech Springs

I

when this propane gas the truck, said he swerved right to avoid an
Oil Company slid into a oncoming car and slid into the ditch due to the
Road Thursday shortly et road shoulder. (Photo by Susan Harris)

Library begins new

| program aimed at kids 3

State Library, a division of
the North Carolina Department

of Cultural Resources.

35 Cents

Task force
operations
dent drug

traffic

By SUSAN R. HARRIS
Editor

Several northeastern North
Carolina drug dealers have run
into a few snags doing business
thanks to the Northeast Reg
Drug Task Force. '

In its first eight months of op
eration, the d‘xk force has ar
rested 176 persons and charged
them with 349 counts of drug vio-
lations, and seized an estimated
$288,345 in controlled sub-
stances, according to a report
sent to task force board members
by task force supervisor Lt. J.P.
Tade.

Tade reported that 174 cases
have been initiated by the group
since its formation. Four cases
are pending.

Charges include:

*Possession with the intent to
sell and deliver cocaine -135

Possession of cocaine - 111

Conspiracy to sell and deliver
~ocaine - 28

Trafficking cocaine - 21

Maintaining a vehicle for the
purpose of selling/delivering a
controlled substance - 14

Possession of drug par
aphernalia - 13

Possession of marijuana - 8

Possession with the intent to
sell and deliver marijuana - 8

Maintaining a dwelling for the
purpose of selling a controlled
substance - 4

Manufacturing marijuana - 2

Possession of heroin - 2

CCW - 2

Possession with the intent to
sell and deliver LSD - 1

The arrests resulted in the
seizure of 637.8 grams of crack
cocaine, 368 grams of cocaine,
119 grams of marijuana, 77 mari
juana' plants, 41 doses of LSD
and one gram of heroin.

In addition, four vehicles va
lued at $36,000, $38,323.81 in
cash, 11 firearms, a cellular
phone, assorted drug parapher-
nalia, marijuana growing equip-
ment, 40 pornographic tapes and
a liquor still were confiscated.

Fifty of the drug charges in-
volved Hertford residents.

The Hertford Police Deparl-
ment joined the Elizabeth City Po-
lice Department, Pasquotank
County Sherifl's Department and
Camden County Sheriff's Depart
ment in the task force.

Bus wreck
injures 19

The excitement of competing
at the Odyssey of the Mind Re-
glonal Competition turned to anx-
iety for a group of Dare County
students.

The bus in which they were
traveling overturned on U.S.
y 17 just outside of Hert-
ford around 7:20 a.m. Saturday,
injuring 19 of the 20 passengers
on board.

The bus, owned by Dare
County Schools and driven by
Patricia Brown Johnson, 49, of
Kill Devil Hills, was travelling
south on US. 17 By-
the Orchard Shop when it ran off
of the roadway onto the right
shoulder, skidded and over-
turned. The bus ended up on its
side in the road.

Law enforcement officials.
Perquimans Count Reftfcug
Squad personnel and Hertfor
firefighters responded to the acci-
dent, and got the passengers out

_ thr the emergency exit. Some

injured were treated at

: lnm.l hospitals and released. Oth-

_sources said, were taken to
Count}'




