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Janice M. Cole

Janice Cole
considered
for U.S.
attorney

District Court Judge Janice
M. Cole oouldatopha.mﬁ:gdown
verdicts on minor traffic viola-

happy with the

Cole’'s nomination came

U unusual . she
said. Generally, recommenda-
tions are by a state's
United States Senators. But Cole
said she “:he told she was recom-
cratic

the
Hunt.uoun r Dan Blue, Weckly Sonces 10

Spring blooms with fashion

!

Fashion show

" Albemarle area merchants, 1812 on

Fashions on the Perqui-
at the bed and breakfast. For
preview of the show and mer-
chants, please turn to pages 10 and
11. (All fashion photos by Gary
Cosby Jr.)
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Behind closed doors

State debates change
in open meetings law

By SUSAN R. HARRIS
Editor

The North Carolina General Assembly
is debating a change in the state’s open
meetings law that could change the way
some public bodies do business.

Currently there are 20 specific rea-
sons for public bodies, such as school
boards, boards of county commissioners
and town councils, to go into closed ses-
sion. Legislation has been introduced in
both the House and the Senate that
would eliminate all but three or four of
those reasons, forcing public bodies to
hold discussions on some issues now de-
bated behind closed doors in open ses-
sion.

Senator Marc Basnight, president pro
tem of the Senate, stated in a March 11
news release that the issue is being hotly
debated by members of both houses.

According to Teresa Dalton in Bas-
night's office, the bills considered by
both houses are in most re-
spects. Both would allow closed sessions
for the following reasons:

*to prevent the disclosure of informa-
tion that is privileged or confidential by
already existing statues;

*to prevent the premature disclosure
of an honorary degree, scholarship, prize
or similar award;

*to permit a public body to receive ad-
vice from an attorney concerning identi-
fied pending lititgation;

*to discuss matters relating to the lo-
cation or expansion of industries or other
businesses in the area served by the pub-
lic body_h and . i

“*to~hear and investigate personne
matters. The personnel section of the bill
would not apply to hiring or selecting
town, city or county managers or chief ad-
ministrative officers; S:)llce chiefs; school
superintendents or other top administra-
tive tions.

e bill would also require that all
closed sessions, now sometimes referred
to as executive sessions, be called closed
sessions.

In addition, the l:‘olroaals require that
minutes be kept olp open and closed

meetings.

Penalties for violating closed meeting
laws are included in the bills under con-
sideration. The Senate bill stipulates that
if a member of a public intentionally
violates the open meeﬂn?e w, the court
may assess attorney’s fees against the
goup and order them paid personally by

e person in violation. By the same to-
ken, if the court found that an action filed
against the public body was filed in bad

faith or was frivolous, the court could as-
sess attorney's fees against the person
initiating the action.

Dalton said Basnight supports the
move to discuss more public business in
open session.

Basnight said that it will be up to the
General Assembly to find the balance be-
tween the public’s right to know and the
need for discretion and privacy concern-
ing sensitive issues.

Supporters of the change, including
the North Carolina Press Association,
contend that some public bodies have
met in closed session to avoid public dis-
cussion of issues. There have also been
instances when only the media was
asked to leave a public meeting, which
violates present state law.

Perquimans County Board of Com-
missioners Chairman Leo Hg_lglns said
the new law probably won't change the
way the county’s governing body does
business.

“Generally, I dislike them (closed ses-
sions),” Higgins said in a telephone inter-
view Friday. “As long as I chair it (the
board), we won't have many executive
sessions.”

s said there should be only
three reasons to meet in closed session:
1) to discuss and review personnel mat-
ters; 2) to discuss with the county attor-
ney negotiations in progress between the
county and another party involving a
land contract; and 3) to discuss and re-
view legal matters.

The chairman said there are several
of the present reasons for holding a
closed session that do not apply to the
county commissioners, such as those
covering medical patients, students, cor-
rection inmates, medical staffs and air-
ports. There are others that, while stated
as individual reasons at present, actually
fall under personnel matters, Higgins
said.

Higgins said meeting in closed ses-
sion gives the appearance that a public
body has some to hide, sometimes
d the credibility of the board and
its members. Although there are times
when public bodies must meet in private,
Higgins said board members have a re-
sponsibility to the citizens to make sure
that the public interest is best served
and the law is upheld before going into
closed session.

Dalton said Basnight expects the
bills to be debated on the floor of both
houses of the General Assembly this
week.

Futrell honored in Rocky Mount

A Hertford native earned the distin-
hed Citizen Award from the
ount Area Chamber of Commerce last
month.

J. Richard Futrell, former chairman of
the board and CEO of Centura Banks,
Inc., was presented the pu'eggfloua award
at the Chamber’s 89th annual convention
on Feb. 18,

Futurell, 61, left Centura Bank to ac-
cept a position in Gov. Jim Hunt's admin-
istration.

“This is quite an honor,” Futrell said

Ruritans to hold golf

drive

The Parksville Ruritan Club will hold

Golf Links at Albemarle

The format is 's choice. The
entry fee is $200 team. The
tournament will limited to 34 teams.
There will be a 9 a.m. shotgun start.

Prizes are $400, $200 and $100 gift
certificates for teams ﬂntun-uuﬁ
third, respectively. will also

when the award was presented, according
to Rocky Mount's Evening Telegram.
“This award is something I'll always cher-
ish and remember.”

Robert E. Mauldin, chairman, presi-
dent and CEO of Centura Bank, pre-
sented Futrell's award. He described
Futrell as a driving force behind Centura
Bank's progress and in the community.

tournament

The entry fee includes three golf balls
per player and a pig pickin' (drinks in-
cluded) following play.

from the tournament will es-
tablish a fund for Perqui-
mans High School students.

For more information, entry forms or
to sponsor a hole, contact Kent Craft at
426-5655 or Gil Underwood at 426-5315.

Entry deadline is April 20.
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