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35 Cents

Flowers quits after audit shows
he misused commission funds

By JULIAN EURE
The Advance

WASHINGTON COUNTY —
Albemarle Commission Executive
Director Don C. Flowers Jr. re-
signed last week, bringing to a
close a chapter of commission
history several board members
said they hoped was now behind
them.

Flowers formally offered his
resignation to the 38 voting
members attending the commis-
sion’s April meeting at the
Soundview Restaurant in Wash-
ington County.

The board unanimously ac-
cepted Flowers’ resignation,
which takes effect the end of this
month. Flowers will$be d 10
days salary (about $1, ) and
hisysaccmed vaction when he
leaves, both of which are nor-
mally paid to terminated com-
mission employees.

In bidding the commission
good-bye, Flowers said, “Over the
years, it has been a deep plea-
sure” working with you. I hope
that I have a chance to do it
again real soon.”

Afterwards, commission
board chairman Joe Deneke said
he h0¥ed & turns out
fine" for Flowers. Flowers had
been the executive director since
1981.

By accepting Flowers' resig-
nation, the commission had done
“what we thought was good for
Don (Flowers) and the comis-
sion,” said W.J. "Bill" dJones, a
Creswell town councilman, the
commission’s vice-chairman and
a member of its personnel com-
mittee,

“Hopefully we’ll be stronger
because of this,” Jones said.

Leo Higgins, Perquimans
County commission chairman
and member of the personnel
committee, said Flowers’ decision

alleged dealers

would allow the commission to
become a “cohesive organization”
again.

“We'll continue to be very ef-
fective in Northeastern North
Carolina,” he said.

Zee Lamb, a Pasquotank
County commission and board
member, said he hoped “the les-
sons learned from this ... make
the Albemarle Commission a
stronger and more viable
agency.”

Flowers had been under fire
ever since a state auditor's report
was released to the board in Feb-
ruary. The report, which hasn't
been released publicly, indicates
Flowers either mishandled or
converted to his own use approx-
imately $22,733 in commission
funds over a two-year period.

Of that amount, state audi-
tors recommended Flowers repay
the state and commission about
$1,800.

The board also voted Thurs-
day to respond to the auditors’
report and to seek reimburse-
ment for the $7,200 commission
attorney Dwight Wheless said
had been A:fl:]d “in error” to a pri-
vate CPA H

Specific details of the re-
sponse, delivered to the state au-
ditors’ office this week, were not
made available. However, Deneke
said Flowers had refunded “sums
we thought should be due from
him.”

One source placed the
amount Flowers reimbursed the
commission at approximately
$700. It is not yet known
whether Flowers paid the state
$360 that auditors and the com-
mission agreed he should refund
the Department of Environment,
Health and Natural Resources.

Deneke also said the com-
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3-0n-3
tourney
scheduled

An event truly unique
to the Elizabeth City area
will take place Saturday,
April 17. A three-on-three
basketball tournament will
occur on Main Street in
downtown Elizabeth City.
That's right...in the middle
of Main Street! The purpose
of the event is two-
fold..one, to help raise
funds for the Elizabeth City
Jaycees and The Friends of
the Court..two, to help pro-
mote Downtown Elizabeth

City.

Each team will be com-
prised of three players plus
one alternate and will play
be traditional street-ball
rules. Player registration
will be divided into four di-
visions based on experience
and age. Each half-court
game will go up to fifteen
points by ones, or last 30
minutes, whichever occurs
first. This will be a double
elimination tournament.

second of the annual
event. te sponsors
of the tournament include:
Mid-Atlantic Coca-Cola,

City Bev e/Budweiser,




