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Hundreds

gather to
pay respect

By SUSAN R. HARRIS
Editor

State Rep. R.M. “'Pete”
Thompson died last Friday af-
ternoon. Thompson (D-Chowan)
suffered a heart attack in his
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Thom was retired from
the No Carolina Extension
Service after 30 years. He had
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in public relations with People’s
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Company.

the district in 1986.
Club.

Thompson was serving as
The North Carolina Robby Goodwin was in-
et Department

chairman of the House Local
and Regional Government I

stallel;i a? presidet;'t of the chap-
‘warnings to mo- ter by former er:uimana

Commissions. He also served on
ng on the _ Jaycee t, dis-
: f,U'?" . %mmm- _

Hertford May}c:- John G.
Beers announced t otion
of Parker Newbern to ma of
public utilities effective April 21.

Newbern will oversee all pub-

| lic works . a duty for-
S o e

" hires 16 emmwa ol
_li.lll-andpart- staff. .

“This takes a load off the ¢ity
., 80 he can focus on his
other " Beers said.

State Rep. Pete

A Thompson dies

Perquimans
loses friend

By SUSAN R. HARRIS
Editor

Perquimans County lost
more than a voice in Raleigh
when state Rep. RM. “Pete”
Thompson died of a heart
attack last Friday. The
county lost a friend.

Public officials here said
Thompson, 67, was an effec-
tive legislator who always
kept the needs of his con-
stituents at heart. He was
described by some as the
kind of representative who
was truly a public servant.

“He did a tremendous
job,” saic‘l”Hertfoirild town
manager W.D. “Bill" Cox.
“I's hard to say how much
he’ll be missed.

County manager Paul
Gregory echoed Cox’'s
statements. “He was just a
good man who's going to be
missed. He was tﬁg kcycalila-
son (in Raleigh) that I called
all the time,"” Gregory said.

. Archie Miller, a Perqui-
mans County commissioner
and formerly Thompson's
campaign manager said,
“We're going to miss him a
lot. He was a friend to Per-
quimans County. He had
worked here. He knew the

e, he knew their prob-

. He was easy to work
with. He was more than
happy to take care of any of
our problems and did. He
worked really well with our
county.”’

All three officials said
Thompson kept in close con-
tact with Perquimans,
as what he could do in
Ral for the county or
towns. Gregory said Thomp-
son didn't wait to be called
upon, he'd call to see if any-

. thing needed his attention.

“He worked for the peo-
ple,” Gregory said.

Miller said Thompson
took the time to listen to
those he was elected to rep-
resent.

“He always had time to
talk with you. He always
treated you as a friend
whether you agreed with
him or not.” 3 A

Cox said it won't only be
Perquimans County resi-
dents who will miss. %homp—
son.

“He'll be missed not onl
in Perquimans County, he'll
be missed across the state.
He was just a special per-
son.” '

Govemed or ‘gjames Hunt is
expected to mo!aepson's
seat as soon as possible.

. Newbern promoted to
public utilities director




