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35 Cents

Two men Summit puts education in spotlight

injured in
Saturday
shooting

By SUSAN R. HARRIS
Editor

Two men remain hospitalized
and are in critical condition as
the result of a double shooting at
Dogwood Trailer Park Saturday.

Jeffrey Riccard, 23, and Colin
Sean Francis Pantin, 25, both
black males, were shot shortly
before noon inside their resi-
dence at Lot 3 Dogwood Trailer
Park.

Information from wiinesses
at the scene indicates that Pan-
tin and Riccard a tly had
an argument escalated to
violence, with the men shooting
each other.

Hertford Police Chief Aubrey

mo Hospital in Greenville.
. Riccard was trans-
Hoapm?i.ﬁoﬂ: g Wln
men were
critical condition, Sample said
said officers recov-
ered two at the scene,

medical conditions. The chief

said he to be able to inter-
view both week.

No have been filed in
the case. The investigation is
continuing. -

In addition to the Hertford
Police the -

mans Coun! s -

ment, N.C.lylilghway m.

Perquimans County Rescue
Hertford

and Fire Depart-

ment responded to the call.

CPR offered

of The Albemarle’s
Center will offer

" at Perquimans Hig

. - i 5 . m" k
the direction of music instructor Jane Parr, performed a tra-

Dancing around the May pole

ditional May pole dance on Saturday at noone (above). Ex-
cellent performances were also presented by the Detention.
Hall Jazz Band, the Perquimans High School Chorus, the
Central School Chorus and the Perquimans Middle School

Band. (Photo by Susan Harris)

Studen is

By SUSAN R. HARRIS
Editor

arts teachers at

Middle School were -

“write” well last Friday.
when the school received the re-
sults of the state writing test
taken by sixth and eighth grad-

ers.

th ers scored well
ahovﬂe{.othg:dammand on,
with 81 t of the students
.5 or better. The state

pen top-rate writing scores
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SIXTH GRADE
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Paul Ward. “I was really pleased
to see the scores that came
back.”

Ward added that while he
has not received scores for indi-
vidual school systems across the
state, he believes the eighth
ﬁmde scores will be among the

ighest across North Carollm:l. i

“We are certainly proud o
the scores,” said schogl board
chairman Wayne Howell Monda
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EIGHTH GRADE

year to include fourth graders.
Almost 24 percent of Perqui-
mans' fourth graders earned a
2.5 or better on the test. The
scores were in line with both
state and regional scores.

Ward said fourth grade
scores were normal for the ini-
tiation of the new test, and he
expects to see the same type of
increase in those scores that has
been seen in es six and
eight as the teachers become ac-
customed to the test standards.

By SUSAN R. HARRIS
Editor

Improving education was top
priority Friday and Saturday for
the schools faculty and staff, par-
ents, county officials and citizens
who gathered for the Perquimans
2000 Education Summit at Per-
quimans High School.

“It was a good weekend,” said
chairman of the Educational
Competency Steering Committee
of the Perquimans 2000 Project,
Bob Clinkscales. “We had some
good speakers.”

Clinkscales said he believes
the summit will have an impact
on school ‘improvement in the
county.

] think it (the summit) will
have an impact on our schools. |
think it's like everything else, it's
hard to measure initially what it
will or won't do. It's got us think-
ing about education if nothing
else.”

Clinkscales, who is also the
father of two children in the
school system, said the seven
Perquimans 2000 committees
have worked to define the school
system's strengths and weak-
nesses. As a result of the com-
mittees' efforts, reforms have
begun which should improve the
quality of education locally,
Clinkscales said. The three
speakers at the summit added
new ideas to the reform
movement, which he said will
further improve education here.

School board chairman
Wayne Howell was also positive
about the summit's effects on ed-
ucation. Howell said the meeting
reinforced his belief that a school
system doesn't have to be af-
fluent to improve education.

“You can still raise standards
and increase efficiency in the
system without adding additional
costs by utilizing resources
within the system better,” Howell
said.

Both Clinkscales and Howell
were disappointed with the low
turn-out at the summit. About
150 people heard Dr. Emma K.
Rhodes, Coordinator of Adult Ed-
ucation, Vocational and Techni-
cal Education Division, Arkansas
Department of Education, Frida
evening. By the Saturday al
ternoon session, there were only
about 50 people in the audience.

“I'm really disappointed that
more people, parents especially,
weren't here to hear it,” Howell
said.

The men also said they'd like
to see a follow-up summit in the
future. Howell said the emphasis
of the next meeting should be pa-
rental involvement, with a special
focus on the importance of fa-
thers to the education process.

Greg and Jeanie Biggs, the
parents of four children, includ-
ing three attending Perquimans
County schools, said the summit
was well worth the time they in-
vested over the two-day period.

“I enjoyed all three speakers,”
Greg said. He said Jim Kern's
message on Saturday morning
about the importance of parents
in education was especially valu-
able to him.

The couple said parents who
chose not to attend the summit
missed an ogortumty to learn
more about education and how

ts can contribute to the
process.

“If the summit attendance is
any indication of the parental
concern, then we've got a prob-
lem,” Jeanie said. .

SJwakm for the event were
Rhodes; Kerns, a nationally-
known

who emj
the ce of relations
in child development and educa-

. tion; and Dr. John Murphy, su-

erintendent of
Eharlotte/lﬂeclenburg&:honln.
Murphy spoke on the

changes
needed to bring world-class
to the state.




