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Fly like the wind

Central School students ran as fast as they could last Friday classes with slogans like “Ralph’s Rockets” and “Parker’s
during field day competition. Each class was decked out in Purple Power” decorated chairs by each classroom’s desig-
field day T-shirts sporting class colors. Posters made by the nated cheerlng section. (Photo by Susan Harris)

Exercisers
should
exercise

Celebration site

Register of Historic Places Inclusion. The
committee plans to submit an application
. covering at least six historic buildings. Two

are Individually on the register. The house
will not be open for tours during the gala.
For ticket information, call the Newbold-
. White historic site. (File photos by Susan
- Harris)
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Smith returns
to classroom

By SUSAN R. HARRIS
Editor

Sharon M. “Sherry” Smith
cleared what she considers the
first hurdle in her battle to re-
main on the faculty of Perqui-
mans High School Monday, when
she returned to her classroom for
the first time in 10 wecks.

The 39- c{ea: -old special edu-
cation teacher was suspended
with pay by schools superinten-
dent Randall L. Henion on March
15 pending an investigation into
misconduct allegations. Smith
denies the allegations. She had
not stepped foot in her classroom
again until Monday.

Smith said Sunday that He-
nion called her Wednesday and
asked to meet with her in his of-
fice at 3 p.m. that day. During
the meeting, Smith said Henion
told her she could return to the
classroom as early as Thursday.
Smith said she chose to begin
teaching again on Monday.

“I'm very happy that the first

in the process of getting my
job back has been taken," Smith
said.

Although Smith was allowed
to return to the classroom, the
decision made by the board of
education on May 17 not to re-
new Smith's contract has not
been overturned. If the board
takes no further action, Smith’s
last day with the school system

“I'm very happy that the first

step in the process of getting
my job back has been taken.

Sharon M. Smith

Teacher

will be June 18.

School board chairman L.
Wayne Howell said Tuesday it
would be inappropriate for him to
discuss the particulars of the
case. He did, however, comment
that the suspension, investiga-
tion and Smith's return to the
classroom were all handled in
accordance with public school
law. He said both Henion and the
board acted on the advice of Ken
Soo, a Raleigh attorney whose
firm represents “ne school board
on.-matters of public school law.
Howell added that the board
members felt that they had taken
the appropriate action on behalf
of the students in the schools
based on information provided to
them by the administration and
legal representatives.

Henion said last week that he
could not comment on matters
relating to personnel.

Winborne keeps
teaching job

No nonrenewal action
taken by school board

By SUSAN R. HARRIS
Editor

A Perquimans Middle School
teacher who refused to resign
last week at the request of
schools superintendent Randall
L. Henion will teach in the
county next year.

Rita Winborne, a sixth grade

age arts teacher, said Sun-
day that the school board has re-
newed her contract.

School board chairman L.
Wayne Howell said Tuesday that
her contract was automatically
renewed because the board took
no nonrenewal action at their
May 17 meeting.

Winborne said she was glad
to have the chance to teach here
again next year.

“I'm happy to be back,” she
said, adding, “I think it was un-

at it (the resignation
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Winborne was one of three
middle school teachers called in
Monday afternoon during class
time and asked by Henion to re-
sign by the end of the day.
Nancy Patrick and Leigh Ann
Lon&] first and second year

grade teachers, respec-
t!vely complied with the request.

Sources said all three teach-
ers had received standard or
above standard performance
evaluations, and none of the
three expected that their con-
tracts would not be renewed

or to enion in co-
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When word of Winborne's
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Bad Year for Tomatoes
June 18 at Angler's

dnmu theater will fea-
Jean Norvelle, Frank Ed-
munds, Celeste
onm'md Billy White. Pat

direct the play. Mona

Bootstrap presents comedy

ray, Julie

resignation request began
spreading last Monday, she
said parents immediately
started contacting her to offer
support.

“I'm extremely apprecia-
tive for everything that's been
said (on my behalf) by the
parents and my students, and
the support of other teach-
ers,” winborne said.

Parents contacted b
Perquimans Weekly sai
support Mrs. Winborne.

“I'd want to hear a reason,
and it would have to be a good
reason, not to stand behind
Mrs. Winborne,” said Deborah
Byrum, the mother of one of
Mrs. Winborne's students. “I
have visited her class. She
made learning fun. Learning
was creative. My daughter has
really enjoyed her class.”

Lou Ann Winslow, the par-
ent of another of Mrs. Win-
borne’s students, agreed with
Byrum.

“I have been thoroughly
satisfied with her all year,”
Winslow said. "She works
them (the students) hard, but
she makes it fun.”

Several other parents con-
tacted all said they had been
pleased with what their chil-
dren had learned under Mrs.
Winborn and the quality of
her teaching. None made neg-
ative comments.

All three teachers declined
comment on what action, if
any, they might take regard-
ing the resignation requests.

The
they

Sadler is the producer.

Find out what happens when
@ long-time television star retires
to Small Town U.S.A. to write a
book and raise tomatoes in this
summer production.

Tickets are $15 for a buffet
For reserva-
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