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Step 2
Smith will

meet with
school board

By SUSAN R. HARRIS
Editor

Sharon M. “Sherry” Smith
will take step two in her quest to
be reinstated as a special educa-
tion teacher at Perquimans
County High School on June 21
when she appears before the
board of education to tell her
story.

Smith, who was suspended
for 90 days on March 15 pending
an investigation into sexual mis-
conduct , received a letter
dated May 27 from her attorney,
Luke Largess, her that the
board of education would like to
meet with her at their reEJ.Iar
June 7 board meeting. The letter
states that the board will hear
Smith at that time, although the

tment does not constitute

a formal hearing.
said that if the board
decides that a full h is

warranted after hearing her
story, they will set a date for a
full hearing.

Neither nor Ken Soo,
the attorney representing the
school system, could be t
on June 7. Smith said ngc p:he;
at
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Hertford, Perquimans County, N.C.,
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mans County residents, enjoyed the sights
and sounds of RiverSpree '93 in Elizabeth
City over the weekend. Entertainment,

Clowning around

" crafts, food, competition and fun were high

on the festival’'s priorities list. Organizers
declared the event a success. (Photo by
Gary Cosby Jr.)

Cove Grove celebration highlights
county’s rich architectural history

By SUSAN R. HARRIS
Editor

Perquimans County will cel-
ehmﬂeckte the history S:tmg:y Old

community at
the Old. Neck Celebration at
Cove Grove.

The celebration includes a
traditional Southern barbecue
and entertainment on the lawn
of Cove Grove. The %%ﬁ
Neck Committee of the Perqui-
mans County Restoration Asso-
ciation. Monies from the event
will toward research of the

t historic buildings in
the Old Neck area, in hopes that

an Old Neck Historic District will
be accepted into the National
Register of Historic Places. Com-
mittee members estimate re-
search costs at $6,000.

. Several buildings of historic
significance are located in the
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., graceful coastal plan
lantation house which com-
the boldness of the Greek
Revival period with the delicacy
gf the latebFei.‘leﬁ od. The
ouse was built amin S,
Skinner, who married éllzabeth
Leigh, the daughter of Col.
James Leigh. Leigh built Land's
End. The home is still owned and
occupied by descendants of Ben-

Skinner.
The Fletcher-Skinner-Nixon
house (ca. 1815) is one of the

The Francis Nixon house is
an example of continued addi-
tions to a small dwelling. The
original portion of the three-part
house is thought to have been a
one-and-a-half story coastal cot-
tage built in the early 19th cen-
tury. Two Federal-style additions
were made to the original dwell-
ing.

The Gabriel White house has
also undergone changes since it
was built in the early 1800s.
Originally a three-bay, two-
story house, it was enlarged
with a story-and-a-half wing.
The house features Federal,
Greek Revival and coastal plain
architecture. It was moved a

Willow Branch School, also
known as Frog Hall School, is
one of the county's largest early

Willis, White lead
PCHS class of '93

Perquimans County Hi&h
School announced recently

names of the valedictorian and
salutatorian of the class of 1993,

Ryan Willis finished his high
school career with the highest
average in his class. Dena White
eammed the number two spot.
Both will speak during gradua-
tion exercises on June 11 at 8
p.m. at the Perquimans County
High School athletic field.

Willis, the son of Earl and
Gloria Willis of Edenton, has
been accepted at both Duke Uni-
versity and the Un of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He
expects to decide between the
two schools within the next few
weeks. Willis will pursue a de-
gree in political science and his-
tory. He is interested in a career
in education and politics.

During his high school ca-
reer, Willis has been involved in
numerous extracurricular activ-
ities, including band, Future
Teachers of America. Future
Business Leaders of America,
%ta Club, Spanish Club, Stu-

ts Against Drunk Driving.
Quiz Bowl and Math Science
Club. He served as senior class
president and as t of
FTA, FBLA and the Beta Club.
Willis was offered a slot in the
North Carolina Teaching Fellows
Program

White is the daughter of Joe

and Mary White of Hertford. She
will enter Meredith College in the
fall, where she plans to major in
English. Her career is to
teach English, then move up into
educational administration. She
has been accepted into the hon-
ors pi at Meredith and as
a North Carolina Teaching Fel-
low.

White served as drum major
for the band her and se-
niors years, is president of Stu-

dents Against Drunk and
vice president of the Future Tea-
chers of America, and is a mem-
ber of Future Business Leaders
of America, Beta Club, Math Sci-
ence Club and Spanish Club.
The honor students said they
felt prepared to enter college, es-
pecially in the areas of English,
math and . Both said they
felt most of their teachers had
been very good, although at
times lack o ipment and fa-
ciliies had hlgguaed -
tation and hands-on
particularly in the science area.
Attending a small school has
been a positive experience, the
students said. The sense of com-
munity in a smaller school pro-
vides greater faculty support and
integration with other students

Dena White

from a variety of
White and Willis said.

her decision to attend a small
lege was influenced by her experi-
ence in a small school setting.

opportunities and responsibilities
they will have.
Wherever their futures take

them. both said they will
have an appreciation for the

Governor creates task force to
study schools administration

Gov. Jim Hunt has created a

form plan Hunt unveiled in
March. Hunt also proposed:

= slation crea the
Standards and Accountabili
the Senate.

tion creating a Na-
ing Exam has

the House. The hill

North Carclina become the
state in the country to reward tea-

chers fi ti
or becoming nationally

i




