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Board
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By SUSAN R. HARRIS
Editor
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Steve Casper's square dance group weaved and Organizers were pleased with the turn-out of over
stepped the Virginia Reel on the lawn of Cove Grove 200 supporters of a historic district in the Old Neck
at Saturday’s Old Neck Celebration at Cove Grove. area. (Photo by Susan Harris)

Old Neck salutes its histo

By SUSAN HARRIS
Editor

Over 200 guests drove across the
iron cattle gate and up the graceful
tree-lined lane to historic Cove Grove
Saturday for the Old Neck Cele-
bration.

The lawn was reminiscent of the
Wilkes barbecue scene in the epic
drama Gone With the Wind, with
guests scattered around the lawn en-
onlng a traditional southern pork

e meal while the Claymon
Sawyer family strummed old-time in-
struments on Cove Grove's
front porch. A dance floor with
bales of hay provided a stage for
Steve Casper's square dance group,
which bobbed and weaved the Vir-
ginia Reel.
wimrd I e, €83 Neck: Tatark

e toric
District Colgnmttee of the Perqui-
mans County Restoration Associa-
tion. The committee is attempting to
establish a histaric district to be in-
cluded in the National
gintodc Places to dﬁwf
e premiere antebellum n -
hoods in the state.

“We it was a suc-
cess,” said Beth Skinner Taylor.
chairman of the historic district com-
mittee and a descendant of the
buiider of Cove Grove. “We were real
pleased.”

© Taylor said descendents of the

Register of -

original settlers of Old Neck came
from as far away as Connecticut to
celebrate the history of the commu-
nity and help raise the necessary re-
search funds to get a historic district
on the map. The committee estimates
the research will cost $6,000.

Taylor said she is still unsure ex-
actly how much the event will profit,
but the committee is hopeful that the

, combined with donations,
will be sufficient. The committee has
also applied for matching grant funds
through the North Carolina Depart-
ment of Archives and History. Al-
though the status of the grant
application is unknown, Taylor said

e committee was told 11} tlw:n.llct‘il1 be
easier to get a grant matching
funds were already on deposit.

The event was a very special day

-for the Skinner family. Maisie Skin-

ner, who lives at Cove Grove, was
surrounded by her daughters, Beth
and Sally n, their children
and their grandchildren.

In addition to Cove Grove, other
historic buildings in the pro
0Old Neck Historic District include the
Sutton-Newby house, the Fletcher-
Skinner-Nixon house (1812 on the
Perquimans), Riverside (the William
Jones house), Elmwood (the Thomas
Nixon house), the Francis Nixon
house, the Gabriel White house and
Willow Branch Schools (Frog Hall
School).

s -

Cove Grove resident Mai-
sie Skinner and her
great-grandson, Baker
Skinner Jethro, enjoy a
moment together during
the. Old Neck Celebration
at Cove Grove. The two
represented four genera-
tions of Skinners, whose
ancestors built Cove
Grove, who attended the
event. (Photo by Susan
Harris)
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commodities on June 15

USDA tribution area. Please remember to park
_only in authorized parking areas as the
‘Hertford Police Department will be patrol-

County
budget
approved

Compromise leads to
higher taxes, more cuts

By SUSAN R. HARRIS
Editor

The Perquimans County commissioners per-
formed final surgery on the 1993-94 fiscal budget
Monday before agreeing on the county’s financial
condition.

For almost two hours, the commissioners ex-
plored every vein pumping funds into the county
coffers and carefully shaved off spending growths
that would call for an expensive prescription for

taxpayers.

When the “We must treat the

operation was
complete, the taxpayers and the

county was Z e
left with a employees fairly.

budget just
over $5 mil-
lion, a 75
cents per
$100 valu-
ation tax rate, a 4 percent raise for employees
and a $60 solid waste fee. ;

al departmental budget requests would
have sent the tax rate from the 72 cents 1992-93
level to 93 cents per $100 valuation. County

and finance officer Paul Gregory slashed
13 cents from the rate with the cuts he made be-
fore presenting the commissioners with a $5.3
million budget requiring an 80 cents per $100
valuation tax rate. The commissioners continued
to cut untl the rate was brought down to 75
cents.

Mack Nixon

Perquimans commissioner

The commissioners dickered longest with the
proposed 5 percent raise for employees.

“I'm going to support, and I think we must
support, a five percent salary increase for em-
ployees,” commissioners chairman Leo Higgins
said to kick off the budget discussion. Higgins
cited 8 percent inflation and a $50 per month in-
crease in hospitalization insurance over the past
two years as his reasons to stand behind the
raise.

“I would love to give these people in the
county a 5 percent raise, but I would also love to
see us hold this tax rate down,” said commis-
sioner Archie Miller,

Commissioner Shirley Yates also supported
the 5 percent raises, even if it meant a 76 ceénts
tax rate. Co-chairman Mack Nixon said he sup-
ported raises, but would drop them back to 3

t if the raises caused the tax rate to go
over 75 cents.

“The county is very desperate for funds and it
seems that the ad valorem tax rate is the only
place we can back to,” Nixon said. Nixon
added that with last year's revaluation and the
economic status of people in the county. a sharp
tax hike could hurt some taxpayers. “We must
treat the taxpayers and the employees fairly,”
Nixon said.

“I know we're poor, but gosh knows, our em-
ployees are poor too,” Gregory commented.

Higgins concurred.

“We can't balance the budget on the backs of
our employees,” Higgins said.

The commissioners discussed a 4 percent

raise, a 5 t raise m Oct. 1. and a 2.5

t July increase followed by a 2.5 percent

ber increase in an attempt to maintain pay
raises, but keep the tax rate at 75 cents.

When the discussion turned to looking to the
fund balance to fund part of the raises, Gregory

dropped his head.

“It's tough to say, but don't take from the
fund balance even if it means cut salaries,”
Gregory said. The finance officer the fund
balance has decreased over the past few

. While Gregory said the fund balance is not
ata " level, it is at a “tough” level.
Gregory said the account needs to be built up,
not drawn down further.

“We need a zero appm]:rlaunn of fund bal-
ance this year,” Gregory said.




