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Board denies teacher

board took no action on Smith’s request to get her teaching

awaited Smith decision

By SUSAN R. HARRIS
Editor

County teacher Gil Un-
ed principal from Chowan
board of education Monda

ludemblpammgltsrankn
Underwood said he understands how diffi-
matters are from his

shools superintendent

Underwood asks for accountability,
leadership from school board ranks

was in Perquimans County, “1 would not

touch it with a 10-foot pole.”

Underwood added that it is the board’s re-
sponsibility to get to the bottom of the personnel
matters presently before them and try to quell
concerns of the public and employees.

“The buck stops here,” he said. “This has
gone on long enough and to the detriment of the
educational system and to all these kids.”

Underwood asked the board to “sit and take
a good, hard look at what is happening.”

Helen Hunter said she has spoken to many
teachers about allegations of harrassment and
threats from administrators and has asked the
teachers to come forward with their claims. But
Hunter said they are afraid of losing their jobs if
they speak out. Hunter said the teachers are
afraid of some principals and of Dr. Henion.

“I hate for these teachers to feel that way,”
Hunter said. “I have talked to teachers and it is
the truth - they are scared.”

nion: Retribution rumors are false
00ls t after Louise Ayscue said that Ayscue said she understood
lhelttuﬂndthebmdm enion made the statement

that he would “get her back.”

formal hearing

Byrum
supports
Smith

By SUSAN R. HARRIS
Editor

Perquimans. High School
principal William Byrum
Sﬂoke publically about the
Sharon M. “Sherry” Smith
case for the first time during
a board of education meeting
Monday night.

“I see her as a good tea-
cher,” Byrum said. “Others

have different opinions.”

Byrum spoke in response
to questions regarding ru-
mors that he had been har-
rassed by schools
superintendent Randall L.
Henion, had been ordered by
Henion to change or falsify a
teacher’s evaluations and had
been threatened that his job
was in jeopardy if he did not
cooperate with Henion.

said Henion asked
to see Byrum’s evaluation of
Smith’s performance before
going over the document with
Smith. Henion questioned
Smith’s ratings when he re-
viewed the docu%ent. accord-
ing to Byrum. The ci
said he told Henlonmsnmlli?l:
performance warranted the
ratings and he felt he could
not change them.

“Dr. Henion never directly
said ‘change’ (her ratings), he
asked me to think about it,”
Byrum said.

Later Byrum said that his
job at the high school is not

in jeopardy.

“I've been assured that I
have a job,” he said.

saild his career
status II designation is now
probationary because Henion
down%raded him for not
properly evaluating teachers.
If his evaluation ral does
not rise next year,
said he t111:.}:111 be put back to
career status I and lose ap-
proximately $400 per month
in salary.

As people continued to
ask what information, and
from what sources, the board
used to make its decision not
to renew Smith's contract,

Byrum again spoke.

“I know allSthe culars
against Mrs. Smith,”
said, adding that he would
not divulge that information. -
“She is guilty of two minior
things...if she gets fired, some
of the rest of us ought to go
too.”

Several people spoke in
support of Byrum.

“I don't know of a finer -
morally - man in uimans
County than William .
said Danny Gregory. “If Wil-
liam Byrum received a sub-

and the superintendent’s
evaluation should be zero.”




