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Artists of all ages are entering The Perquimans

Weekly’'s Turtle Mania Contest.

asked to create a turtie using any medium for a Tur-
contest. The entries are being displayed in
v of Once is Not Enough. Early entries are

tie M

Participants are

ns County, N.c.,.m, September 23, 1993

nall dosed oo ynties to state: Give

wood, even vegetables, already on display. The win-
ners in each age group will be announced Friday at
noon. For entry information, contact Anzie Zlemba
at 426-5728. Please see pages 7-11 for a preview of
this year's festival. (Photo by Susan Harris)

State said rural systems in
poor areas struggle to keep up

By SUSAN R. HARRIS
- Editor

_State educatien officials are
themselves on the back for 23-
t rise in SAT scores over the past
ir years. Perquimans County admin-
istrators may be scratching their
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ling to a news release distrib-
uted by State Schools Superintendent
Bob , Students in rural areas
the SAT scored an average of
819, 40 points below the state average
of 859. Students who attend
schools in citles a ed 903.
Suburban students averaged 894.
Etheridge also noted the correla-
tion between the income earned by
parents, the educational level of the
parents and SAT scores. Differences in
parental income, Eth said, .can
result in close to a 200-point difference

in SAT scores. The higher the salary of I8

the ts, the higher the SAT scores,
studies show. The average SAT score of
students whose parents earn less than
$10,000 is 729. For those students
whose parents earn $70,000 or more,
the average score is 923..

. “The relative poverty of the state,

graduate degrees. Students whose
parents do not have a high school di-
ploma average 729. Students whose
parents have a high school diploma
average 808. For those students
whose parents have associate degrees,
the average moves to 831. The aver-
age jumm to 909 for students whose
parents have a bachelor’s degree.

Etheridge said the differentials
point out how dramatically factors
other than what is taught in the class-
rooms affect SAT scores. While some
factors, such as education and family
income, cannot be overcome, Etheridge
said some steps can be taken to im-
prove SAT scores. Students must take
orous courses, take schoolwork se-
riously and make education their first
priority. Students must also be given
the opportunity to take advanced
courses. Parents must learn to turn off

the television and get kids turned on to

learning and completing homework.

“As State Superintendent, I intend
keep up the on raising the

average," Etheridge said. “It may
only a symbolic test, but it says im-
things to our citizens and our

ko

m t in student achieve-

ment must continue.”

35 Cents

us a break

Commissioners fight
unfunded mandates

By SUSAN R. HARRIS
Editor

Give us a break!

That message went from North Carolina county
commissioners to state legislators in mid-August,

Tired of raising local property taxes to pay for
state and federally mandated programs, the N.C.
Association of County Commissioners decided to
take action at the organization’s annual convention
last month.

A resolution passed by the group calls for state
government to provide funds for mandated pro-
grams and to strengthen state laws requiring esti-
mates of fiscal impacts of proposed legislation and
state rules. .

“I think we're all united, not only across North
Carolina, but nationally, in telling governments
that local governments can no longer afford the
programs which they mandate to us without send:
ing us the funds to carry them out,” said Perqui-
mans County Commissioners Chairman Leo
Higgins.

Higgins said the biggest chunks of money spent
locally on mandates hg%e been for solid waste dis-
posal and expanded social programs.

According to the resolution, program mandates
handed down without money to fund them put ad-
ditional burdens on local taxpayers. Counties are
forced to choose between raising ad valorem taxes
and cutting services, infrastructure and capital
needs, and schoo! funding.

“In recent years there has been an alarming in-
crease in the number of state and federally man-
dated services and regulatory programs imposed
on county governments...the result of this increase
is to impose on county governments responsibility
for implementation and regulation with-
out the authority to control these programs or reg-
ulations, thereby upsetting the bar;mm that exists
in our intergovernmental system...," the resolution
states. i

The resolution supports house bills 433 and
434, legislation inuced to force the state to

fund its program mandates and strenghten the law
requiring estimates of fiscal impacts of its legis-
lation and rules. Similar legislation has been intro-
duced in the U.S. Congress to provide relief for
local governments.

Higgin said he has receive replies from Gov.
Jim Hunt, acknowledging both the state and fed-
eral resolutions and stating he supports both.

School employees
head for class

By JEANIE UMPHLETT
Community Schools Coordinator

Approximately 20 non-certified Perquimans
County Schools staff members participated in an
information session explaining how a Bachelor of
Arts Degree can be earned during a four-year pe-
riod attending classes on Friday nights and Satur-
days.

The program focuses on individuals interested
in earning a de in business and/or teaching.
Superintendent dall L. Henlon stated that he
was elated with the interest and turnout for this
initial held at the Board of Education of-
fice. Dr. Bishop Patterson of Elizabeth City State
z met with the staff members and oﬁh

t by

vided t the general

exam was also provided.

The university can oﬂ'u’a&S.OOO‘Enﬂy schol-
mmtoﬂwaemqualﬂyfor Incentive
Sch Program and can also offer Pell Grants.




