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35 Cents

‘Companies
must give
parents
leave

By GINGER LIVINGSTON
Daily Advance staff writer

Working parents who need
time to attend their children's
-school functions now have that

right.

Starting this month, North
Carolina businesses are required
to give their employees at least
four hours of school involvement
leave per year. Education leaders
think the leave could mean big
returns for parents and children
since parent involvement is im-
portant a child's success in
school.

The new law was adopted by
the General Assembly this sum-
mer. State employees, will be
granted eight hours leave per
year.

The leave must be at a mu-

tually upon time between
the emp :lytr and employee. Em-
pl so have the option of

m: the leave paid or unpaid.

“As their child's first teach-
ers, parents play a very impor-
tant role in success in
school,” Bob Etheridge, state su-
perintendent of public instruc-
tion, stated in a news release
mmg the leave policy. * 1

: that ts are the key
to better schools. But, parents
need help in bein&ssgfporﬂve
and doing the kin
dtl;gl_muat do to help their chil-

Officials with local industries

su the co of parent in-

t in l. However,

many do not like the idea of it
being mandated by the state.

“I kind of resent the govern-
ment having to mandate some-
thing that common sense and
common decency would tell you
to do,” said Mac Hux Jr., t

manager at George C. Moore
Company in Edenton.

George C. Moore employees
can take leave whenever they
need to visit to their children’s
school, Hux said.

Carl Terranova, president of

t Inc., a man-
ufacturing industry, said his
comrany has always allowed its

employees to take for their
chlﬂiren‘s school activities,

“We have a lot of women with
younﬁ:r children working for
us.” 'he said. “There are some
times, like the first day of school,

that have got to expect them
to&meﬂmc.a:ﬂanem-
ployer have a moral obliga-
ﬂontoﬁﬁrpeople."

Some em wonder why

the state ed to mandate
school involvement leave. i

“Businesses that can't afford
to give their employees four
hours a year,” Terranova said.

'ﬂmﬂ;‘mm“ "

Winter wonderland
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Holiday visitors of Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Chappell are treated
to a winter wonderiand under the Christmas tree. Mrs. Chap-
pell spent 15 years making and collecting a ceramic holiday
village complete with every accessory you would expect to

Nancy Chappell)

find in a country landscape. It stretches out for 12 feet
across the end of her living room and is bordered by a split
rail fence. When lit, the scene is amazing. (Phofo courtesy

Chappell creates ceramic
winter wonderiand

Virginia Chappell has a of the buildings. There are
beautiful Christmas tree in “It's my husband’s Christmas. He and my roads weaving throughout the
her living room. The problem " with tiny toy cars and
o o e Pt children Iook forward to seeing it every year. % Tt vay slong
Chappell's elaborate ceramic e by-ways. A mirror under
village surrounding the Virginia Chappell the train trestle reflects light
evergreen, it's hard to just like a slick river at night.
remember there's even a Mrs. Chappell said before
Christmas tree there. her arthritis started bothering

The village stretches across a 12-foot and more pieces as time went by. her, she even used to make little footprints

room and is a tely 4.5 feet wide.
Inside a split-rail fence are roads, stores,
churches, houses, snowmen, carolers,
farms, ponds, street lights, snow-topped
trees, a mill, even a train sitting atop a
bridge.

Mrs. Chappell has no idea how many
pieces she has under her tree. Thi ust
added up over the past 15 years. But s
knows how much a part of her family’s
‘holiday tradition the growing ceramic
village has become. :

“It's mythusband's Christmas,” Mrs.
Chappell said. “He and my children look

forward to seeing it every year.”

5
;
i
|
|

A church with stained windows
was one of the first items she made. She's
see pieces she liked in catalogues and craft
shows, and if she couldn't find the
greenware to paint, she learned to alter the
greenware to make what she wanted. For
instance, one of Mrs. Chappell's Victorian
houses was a haunted house before she
went to work on it, taking a coffin off the
front and replacing Halloween items in the
windows with Christmas symbols.

mg all the cerarrtalllcs v.lras a breeze
com to setting up the village every
Keiu‘. Mrs. Chappell said. Aﬂerlapguttln up

er Christmas tree, she strings white lights
across the floor around the tree. Next
comes the fluffy cotton over the lights.
Then she begins setting up the buﬂdlnﬁ::
and figures, pulling llé_t: up through the
cotton layer to shine ugg the windows

in the snow around the park, complete
with a slide and park benches. With
arthritis taking its toll, famuily members
now help set up the elaborate Christmas
village.

She might think about leaving the
village packed up next year, but it's evident
from the smile on Mrs. Chappell's face as
she remembers making each piece that the
village is very much a part of her holiday
tradition. The safe bet is that every
Christmas will find Mrs. Chappell - or
someone under her direction - crouched on
the floor setting up the village, and
continuing to make holiday memories.

servation district

Soll & Water wildlife and other natural re- Anson .County, North Carolina,
lected on the basis of their
 in developing and imple-

wins national award

Offices,
banks close
for holidays

Christmas is coming
soon...only one more day before
Santa arrives.

Holidays mean time off from
work and office closings. Follow-
ing is a brief run-down on govern-
ment and financial institution
holiday schedules.

Perquimans County - All non-
emergency departments will be
closed on Friday. Dec. 24 and
Monday, Dec. 27.

Town of Hertford - Offices will
be closed on Friday, Dec. 24 and
Monday. Dec. 27.

Garbage pick-up will follow
the regular schedule.

Town of Winfall - Offices will
be closed on Friday. Dec. 24.

Emergency calls to any county
or municipal department should
be made to the county dispatch
department at 426-5751.

Perquimans County students
will be on holiday break until
classes resume on Monday, Jan.
3.

Hertford Savings Bank will
close at 1 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 24
and re-open on Tuesday, Dec. 28.
NationsBank and Centura Bank
will stay open until 6 p.m. on
Thursday, Dec. 23, close at 2
p-m. on Friday, Dec. 24 and will

be closed all day on Monday,

Dec. 27.
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