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Chowan Sees Spike in Lab-Confirmed COVID Cases
BY MILES LAYTON

Editor

Albemarle Regional 
Health Service reported 
Chowan County has seen 
a spike in COVID-19 cases 
within the last week.

Also, ARHS said two 
residents of Hertford 
County died recently from 
COVID-19. Both individ­
uals were over the age of 
65 and succumbed to com­
plications from COVID-19. 
These most recent deaths 
are attributed to the facil­
ity outbreak at Creekside 
Care and Rehabilitation. 
To protect each families’ 
privacy, no further infor­
mation about these pa­
tients will be released.

These deaths were the 
93rd related to the coro­
navirus in the eight-coun­
ty region.

Center for Disease Con­
trol’s latest death counts 
indicate that the crude 
case fatality rate is around 
28 percent for patients 85 
or older and 18 percent for 
75-to-84-year-olds.

That rate falls to about 8 
percent for 65-to-74-year- 
olds, 2 percent for 50-to- 
64-year-olds, 0.6 percent 
for patients in their 40s, 
0.2 percent for patients in 
their 30s, 0.06 percent for 
patients in their late teens 
and early 20s, 0.02 percent 
for 5-to-17-year-olds, and 
0.04 percent for children 4 
and younger.

The COVID-19 case 
count in ARHS’ eight-coun­
ty region grew to 3,154 
cases — an increase of 
173 cases since a week 
ago. The number of active 
cases fell to 270 cases — a 
decrease of more than 100 
since a week ago.

The number of per­
sons in the eight counties 

who’ve recovered from 
the virus, meanwhile, rose 
to 2,793 — an increase of 
273 in a week.

Last week, Chowan 
County - 386 lab con­
firmed cases -108 ac­
tive, 275 recovered, and 
3 deaths. A week earlier, 
Chowan County had 346 
lab confirmed cases -89 
active, 255 recovered, and 
2 deaths.

When asked about the 
latest spike in Chowan 
County, ARHS Spokes­
woman Amy Underhill 
said during the past week 
the health service has 
noticed additional cases 
have fed into the state re­
porting system that were 
actually from tests con­
ducted over the past four 
months. There were over 
70 cases region wide that 
were late feeds.

“Staff have been re­
viewing each case before 
determining their status 
and as progress is made in 
contacting each individual 
case, we anticipate being 
able to mark a significant 
number of these cases as 
resolved. Chowan County 
is also experiencing sever­
al outbreaks at three local 
long-term care facilities,” 
she said.

According to ARHS 
latest figures, Perquim­
ans County has 191 lab 
confirmed cases - 3 ac­
tive, 185 recovered, and 
3 deaths. A week earlier, 
Perquimans County had 
186 lab confirmed cases - 
24 active, 159 recovered, 
and 3 deaths.

The CDC’s overall in­
fection fatality estimate 
implies that COVID-19, 
while not nearly as lethal 
as many people initially 
feared, is about six times 
as deadly as the seasonal

flu.
Worth noting, Underhill 

said as far as flu activity, 
ARHS has not seen much 
in our area as of yet. She 
said ARHS’ baseline is 
usually around 2% when 
the health service starts 
seeing flu season activity 
with increases up to 8% 
during the most active 
part of the season. The 
beginning of flu season is 
just starting now.

Moreover, while flu 
deaths are reported, flu is 
not considered a report- 
able condition, therefore 
influenza like illness from 
emergency department 
data and lab data from 

sentinel surveillance sites 
are instrumental in de­
termining flu activity in 
our region and across the 
state, Underhill said.

During the 2019-20, 
there was one flu death re­
ported to ARHS and state­
wide, there were 186 flu 
deaths, which represents 
0.002% of the state’s total 
population, according to 
data from the NC Depart­
ment of Health and Hu­
man Services.

Overall, about 6 percent 
of the population expe­
rienced an influenza-like 
illness during the flu sea­
son that ended in Febru­
ary. There were 1,593 flu 

deaths statewide between 
2009 and 2020, according 
to NCDHHR data.

Meanwhile back to 
Covid-19; Bertie had a re­
ported 627 total lab-con­
firmed covid cases, of 
which 13 were active as of 
Monday. There were 603 
recovered cases and 11 
deaths reported.

Camden had a total of 
121 lab-confirmed covid 
cases. Of those 15 were 
still active, while 103 were 
recovered. Three deaths 
were reported.

Currituck County had a 
total of 194 lab-confirmed 
cases. Of those cases, 13 
were active, 178 recov­

ered with three deaths.
Gates had 146 total 

lab-confirmed cases, with 
two still being active, 
there were 141 recovered 
cases and three deaths. 
Hertford had 801 total 
lab-confirmed cases, 32 of 
which were active. A total 
of 735 were recovered. 
Thrity-four death were re­
ported.

Pasquotank had 746 to­
tal lab-confirmed cases, 
of which 101 were active, 
612 were recovered and 33 
deaths occurred.

Miles Layton can be 
reached at mlayton© 
ncweeklies.com

FROM THE Easel _ _ _

Perquimans Arts 
League News

BY ED SANFORD
Perquimans Arts League 

President

T
hanks to everyone 
who responded to 
our quick survey 
regarding receptions.

Your input is valuable, 
and we will use it to 
make decisions regarding 
gatherings. The reception 
scheduled for this coming 
Thursday, October Sth is 
cancelled. It appears that 
many of you would attend a 
reception if we held it later 
in the month.

This information, along 
with our artists’ desire 
to showcase their work 
publically, are the primary 
considerations. We will also 
continue to monitor guid­
ance from the governor’s 
office.

In the meantime our next 
exhibit, “Reap What You 
Sow,” will be on display on 
October Sth along with the 
work of our featured artist, 
Tom Brennan. I hope that 
you stop by the gallery and 
see this fine work. We will 
keep you apprised regard­
ing scheduled events. Until

ED 
SANFORD

then, try to 
enjoy the 
beautiful 
fall weath­
er and stay 
safe.

Upcom­
ing Shows

The 
“Reap 
What You
Sow” 

exhibit will open on
Thursday, October 8.
The Featured Artist will
be photographer Tom 
Brennan. Many of Tom’s 
photographs highlight 
barns, farm machinery 
and fields. The exhibit 
will run until November 6. 
Drop-off dates are October 
6 and 7. A reception may 
be scheduled later in the 
month, and we will keep 
you informed.

The following show will 
be the Christmas Shoppe, 
where we will show­
case holiday ornaments, 
decorations and loads of 
gift ideas. The exhibit will 
open on November 16 and 
run through the end of the 
year. Drop-off dates will be 
November 10 and 11.

Law Enforcement Log
Perquimans County Sheriff’s 

Office arrests between Sept. 25 
and Oct. 1:
■ George Pope of West Grubb 
Street, Hertford, was arrested 
Sept. 30 and charged with posses­
sion of cocaine. Bond was set at 
$20,000 unsecured.
■ Willie Story of Four Mile Desert

Road, Hertford, was arrested Sept. 
30 and charged with failure to 
appear. Bond was set at $2,000 
secured.
■ Thomas Kirby of Harvey Point 
Road, Hertford, was arrested 
Oct. 1 and charged with failure 
to appear. Bond was set at 
$2,000 secured.

BROADSTREET 
COUNSELING CENTER

DWI/DUI
S.A. Evaluations
Assessments
ADETS Class

110 Market Street 
Hertford, NC 27944 

252-426-3130 
Cell: 252-301-8272

broadstreet.counseling@gmail.com

Truck Driving Training Ready to Roll
BY NICOLE BOWMAN- 

LAYTON
Chowan Herald

The final piece of equip­
ment for College of the Al­
bemarle’s new truck driv­
ing program rolled into the 
Edenton-Chowan campus 
on Monday.

The 2009 Internation­
al sleeper truck was pur­
chased from Lilley Interna­
tional, a truck dealership 
with locations throughout 
eastern North Carolina. A 
donation from Colony Tire 
and Atlantic Tire, regional 
companies based in Eden­
ton, helped pay for the 
truck.

With the addition of the 
truck, the training program 
has two trucks and several 
trailers to use for the 10- 
week course set to start in 
November.

Colony Tire and Atlantic 
Tire CEO Charles “Char- 
lie” Creighton noted how 
it takes multiple villages 
— businesses, nonprofits, 
government entities and 
private citizens — to get a 
program such as the truck 
driving training one, off the 
ground.

Scott Breon, the pro-
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Laurence Lilley, with Lilley International, closes the door 
on a 2009 International sleeper truck that his company 
gave to College of the Albemarle on Monday for its 
truck driving program at the Edenton-Chowan campus.

gram’s instructor, said he 
plans to have students in 
the vehicles by the second 
day of class, but it won’t be 
until the fifth week when 
the students will actually 
hit the road.

The program will be of­
fered from 8 am. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, 
for a total 384 hours. Fu­
ture plans for 2021 include

expansion to an evening/ 
weekend program.

The Truck Driver Train­
ing curriculum provides 
students with training to 
inspect and operate trac­
tor-trailers and to assume 
driver responsibilities on 
the road and at pickup/de- 
livery points. Emphasis is 
placed on vehicle inspec­
tions, defensive driving,

range maneuvers, motor 
carrier safety regulations 
(DOT 380-397 and a certif­
icate for entry-level driv­
ers), trip planning, cargo 
handling, size/weight laws, 
general maintenance pro­
cedures, hours of service, 
and accident prevention. 
All training, instruction, 
and testing are completed 
at college-approved facil­
ity with school-provided 
equipment.

The program will be 
held at Edenton’s airport. 
COA President Jack Bag- 
well said classes will be in 
a portion of the facility that 
is currently vacant. It is un­
dergoing repairs so as to be 
able to host classes, which 
will start in November.

As for the sleeper truck, 
Creighton said the compa­
nies’ $10,000 donation will 
also go toward getting the 
truck wrapped with the 
COA’s logo.

An information ses­
sion for the truck driving 
program was held Tues­
day. Breon said he hoped 
the session would garner 
enough interest in the pro­
gram that they could cre­
ate a waiting list for future 
courses.

Obituary Policy
For information on 

submitting obituaries 
or death notices Mon­
day through Friday, 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., call 
252-329-9505 or email 
obits@apgenc.com and 
specify that you are

interested in obituary 
information for The 
Perquimans Weekly. On 
weekends and holidays, 
email obits@apgenc. 
com.

We do not accept no­
tices by fax.
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