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Navy  Vet Of  20 Years

MEET M A I  ELLA B L A C K
by P H I  J.A .  Davidson with private indiislrv and 

With over 20 years of the econoniv,  educational 
Navy service behind  her,  benefits ,  schools and irain- 
MA Black is still growing ing p rog ram s  which give 
W'ith he r Navy, MA Black - the individual with the 
the MA stand s  for Master  ap ti t ude a skill. The N a w  
at Arms - is the senior offers travel,  N a w  ships 
woman amon g four select- and stat ions literallv cover 
ed for the Navy’s new the world and  could lead an 
M ast e r  at Arms rating.  The individual to such places as 
new rating creates police the Orient or Europe,  
enforcement  specialists  for

" T h e r e  are things that
may be negative about the
service for some indivi-

, T-,, r.1 I j  , equals. For instance if vou
Class) Ella Black depa rte d , . , . , , , '

J .  . could not take orders,  be at

today' s Navy.

In N o v e m b e r ,  

(Mas te r at  Arms
MAI
First

Navy Recruit ing District  
Seattle,  to attend an Air 
Force-run five-week law 
enforcement school in San 
A n t o n io ,  T e x a s .  A f te r  
completion of the school 
Ella w'ill become a m em ber  
of the Master  at Arms 
(MAA) force on the Navy 
hospital  ship Sanctuary.

Calling Brownsville,  Pa. 
home, Ella joined the Navy 
in 1953 jus t  three  years out 
of high school,  and  after 
b e in g  e m p l o y e d  in a 
posit ion w'hich showed no 
real hope, for promotion or 
f u t u r e .  "1  w a s  g o in g  
nowhere  and gett ing there 
fa s t , ”  MAI Black quipped  
with a grin,  “ so I decided to 
look around to see what 
other opportun it ies were 
ava ilable. "

a certain place at a definite 
t ime, live and  work in close 
p r o x im i t y  wi th  p e o p le ,  
maybe the Navy is not for 
t h e m ,"  she said.

Ella worked initially at 
the main office of NRD 
S e a t t l e ,  wh ich  is in 
Bel levue,  Washington,  
where she was assigned to 
recruit  only women; how
ever,  later she worked in a 
recruit ing station in down 
town Seatt le where  both 
m e n  a n d  w o m e n  a re  
recruited.

Parents  have an intense 
interest  in the Navy their 
son or d a ugh te r  may be 
joining. They arc in many 
eases  more anxious than 
their  children to know what 
benefits  are available,  and
may have c]uestions that  

••1 had  never planne d  on children wouldn' t  ask.
making the Navy a career,  
h o w e v e r  e v e r y t i m e  my

enli stm ent was up I w'ould 
do it a g a in , ” Ella explained 
with a twinkle in her  eye.

Once in the Navy, she 
was selected to attend 
Communication  Technician 
School in San Diego, Calif., 
and  from there to duty 
a ssignm ents  in W ash in g 
ton, D.C.,  Hawaii ,  G er 
many  and Maryland.

While working as a MAA 
in Bainbridge,  Maryland, 
Ella did,  however,  see  the 
problem some individuals 
had with adapting to the 
Navy. Many of the new 
Navy women just  out of 
basic training and going 
th rough service school had 
problems. These  problems, 
mainly of the personal 
adjus tment  nature,  might 
h a v e  b e e n  r e l a t e d  to 
adapting  to the Navy.

” I could not unde rs tand 
how t h e s e  p e o p le  had  
gotten into the service in 
t h e  f ir s t  p l a c e . "  Ella 
mused.  " I  felt that  they 
should have been able to 
spot these  individuals with 
personali ty and adaptab il i 
ty prior to joining the 
Navy .”

The Brownsville Navy 
w o m a n  h a d  s e e n  the  
problem from one side, now 
she hoped to see what she 
could do on the other side,

Ella was selected for an 
as sign men t as a recruiter 
with Navy Recruiting Dis
trict Seatt le.

As far as tel ling the 
prospect s what the Navy is 
all about,  Ella is a very 
eloquent and  and candid.  
She feels that  the prospec 
t ive recruit  should know the 
good and  bad  of the Navy. 
The good be ing  pay, which 
in the past has increased

was important  that  they be 
there  dur ing  the interview 
or have a chance to talk to 
the recruiter  later.

” ln the long r u n , ”  Ella 
rela ted,  ” it is the prospec 
tive recruit  who must open 
up to me. I want to be able 
to talk to the individual and 
find out what  he or she is

MAI ELLA BLACK
really like. Sometimes this will there  be  a long wait? 
m eans  gett ing out of the Can he  be sta tioned near  
office and  si t ting down in a home or as far away as 
local res tau ran t  where we Ge rm any ?  These  are things 
just  talk informally.  This that  fit the Navy to the 
seem s  to relax a person and  ind ividua l,”  rela ted Ella, 
enables me to see what  he " S h e  is honestly candid,  
or she is really like. Once I and  when  talking to a 
see  the real  person  I can woman can give a vivid 
see  if he or she will fit the picture of where  and what 
Navy .”  the Navy is all a b o u t , ”  said

Next it is important  t(i fel low recrui ter  Signalman 
try- if the individual f its the First  Class Jon Tehan. 
Navy - to fit the Navy to the She feels as do many 
individual.  “ Does the Navy other  Navy personnel that  
h a v e  th e  schoo l  the  A d m i ra l  Z u m w a l t ,  the  
individual want s?  Will he Chief of Naval Operations,  
be  able to join the Navy had  much to do with the 
right out of high school or many far reaching changes

Things You Should Know

ALPWDGE...
W 1807—1867

. .  3 o RN in  fr e e d o m  in  I80TJ ( eith 

e r  W ^ .O R  NY),SON OFA PRESBYTER- 

IAN MINISTER; HE BECAME THE FIRST 

WORLD-FAMOUS AMERICAN NEGRO AC

TOR . /e d u c a te d  a t  t h e  u n iv e r s it y o f  g la sco w . HE played ' ^

THELLO’lN LONDON AT AGE 20  &TOURED EUROPE PLAYING BEFORE

KINGS FOR SOME 4 0  YEARS/THE SLAVe”o PENED IN PLYMOUTH, 

ENG.^UGUST 15, 1 0 5 5 /h E DIED ON TOUR IN LjODZPOLAND; AGE 6 0 /

IN HIGH POINT IT'S BOYLES
For lasting elegance^ enhance your home 

with famous names in furniture
E vry th in g  sold at a aiscount .

Larg* display of furnhuro for your shopping p itasu r* .

Shop Fridays til 9 •  free parking •  convenient payments 
lnt»rior Dacorcrfors To S«rv« You!

F u r n i t u r e  S a l e s

TWO LOCATIONS
Saturday 8:30 to 5:30 f M .  a nd  Fri- 781 North Main St. PJi. 8 8 3 -4 1 4 7  

9^ cLoseo 1634 udojn |*h. 8 8 2 -0 5 1 9  
High Poin(, N.C.

in today 's  Na \y .  These 
change s  have not only 
opene d up more oppor tuni 
t ies to the black sailor,  but 
also to the women.

This ca ree r Na\y  woman 
is also an umpire for the 
K in g  C o u n t y  N o r t h w e s t  
Umpire Association.  An 
avid softball  player w ho has 
been  to all three All Navy 
Softball Tournament s  - her 
t eam finished first in two 
tourn am en ts  and  placed 
third in the other - Ella 
became  involved as an 
um pire  in 1964. She has 
u n i p e d  in W a s h i n g t o n .  

D.C.,  Maryland and San 
Diego. W he n she arrived in 
Seatt le in 1971. it took 20 
phone  calls before she w as 
able to contact the right 
organization.

■'1 received some ribbing

outreach

H u m a n  R e s o u r c e s  in A c t io n  
in N o r t h  C aro li na  
by '

J e r r y  B l a c k w e l d e r

An elderly lady calls to 
say th a t  h e r  p u b l ic  
assis tance  check for the 
m o n th  h a s  not b e e n  
delivered,  and  he r bills are 
due.

A fru st ra ted  paren t has 
recognized an emotional 
problem in his child,  and 
docs not know where  to 
turn.

An employee  telephones 
to tell of a problem on his 

job.
All these  callers have 

dialed HOTLINE, a direct  
toll free n u m ber  into the 
of fice of  S e c r e t a r y  of

' 'T h e  call is catalogued, I ' f s  i n s t i t u t e d  a
gi\ en a case num ber ,  and  HOTLINE sys tem  to handle 
writ ten up on a four-part  inc]uiries and complaints,  

form. The Division heads
h a v e  d e s i g n a t e d  in d iv i 
duals to be respons ib le for 
ha ndl ing our calls. They arc 
requi red to respond to the 
caller within three  days.

■ 'W e  work closely with 
the Governor 's  ombtids- 
m an ' s  office.”  Souza said.  
" I f  they have a Human 
Resources problem,  they 
refer it to us and we handle

Human Resources  David T. 
when  I first um ped  m King , , .,,, .,

‘ ‘ Flaherty.  1 he calls are
County,  but once they 
understood  that  I nieanl 
bu s iness  and  knew whai I 
was doing, they left me 
a lo n g ,”  Ella said.

lerty.
handled by Craig Souza,  a 
m em b e r  of Secretary Fla

he rty 's  staff.
" W e  get approximately 

15 days a d a y , ”  Souza said.  
After her tour aboard the “ About 70% of them are 

hospital  ship Sanctt iary,  f ro m  c i t i z e n s ,  a n d  the  
MAI Ella Black plans lo rem a in de r  come from our 
retire and  live in the San e m ployees .”
Diego area.  W he n^  asked The HOTLINE num ber  
what  type of work she can  b e  c a l l e d  w i th o u t  
would be in terested  in, she charge  from any telephone 
said,  “ I will probably gel  a in the state.  The nu m b er  is 
job in a bank  so I can have 1-800-662-7950. At nights 
my weeke nds  off .”  a n d  on w e e k e n d s  a n d

It is ha rd to visualize Ella holidays,  the telephone is 
working in a bank,  for it answered  by an au tomatic 
s eem s too sedate  a job for r e c o r d i n g  d e v ic e .  T h e  
someone  who has done so callers are asked to leave 
much. MAI Black is still their  n am es  and  telephone  
growing in her  Navy, and, n um bers  and  the calls are 
working in a bank might be r etur ned  when  the office 
too boring for someone  w ho reopens,  
has seen and  gone th rough Souza traced the path of 
so many chang es.  a HOTLINE call:

■fhe contact person  is the it in the same m an n er  as a 
division cither takes the call HOLLINE call, 
up w ith a local office or with Many of the callers are 
a section of the division,  empU>yees ot the Depart-  
depend in g  on the na ture of meiit,  and  they feel that  
the problem.  HOTLINE is the quickest

“ The answer  is sent back avenue  to the Secretary 's  

to the caller,  with a copy to office.
our office. A record is kept They call concerning new 
on the call, in case further p rogram s be ing  implemen- 
follow-up is n e e d e d . ”  ted,  p roblems with longe-

Some callers cannot wait '"'ty oi' other personnel 
three days for an answer to matt ers ,  and  rumors  that  
their  problem. “ If we say they may have heard .  Often 

■rush ' ,  then the divisions they are enc ou rage d to 
know that the call requi res discuss the problem with 
im media te  a t t en ti o n ,"  Sou- their  supervisors,  or other

za said.
W ha t  type of people use 

the HOTLINE?
Those  who are frust rat ed  

with personal 
says Souza.

" T h e y  can get help faster

appropriate  officials.
The nu m b er  has received 

wide-sp read  distribution,  

and as a result  some of the 

problems, do not pertain to
services available th rough 
the Dej iar tment of Human 

by calling ra the r  then by Resources,  
w r i t i n g  a l e t t e r , ”  he  In those cases,  Souza
explained. said lie informs tlie state

Many people call just  to government agcncy con- 
have someone  to l isten to cerned  with the problem 

them. “ It’s like a long-dis-  area and  asks that  they
tance counseling  serv ice ."  return  the call, 
he adde d.  HOTLINE - a new way of

The idea of an in-WATS p r o v id i n g  a n s w e r s  a n d  
service is a new concept to niore efficient services to 
stat e governem ent.  The North carolinians.  

Gove rno r ’s om b u d sm an  al-

FURNITURE WHOLESALE
2 0 5  N. CENTENNIAL AVE.
HIGH POINT,  N .C .  2 7 2 6 0

J A N U A R Y  I N VENTORY SALE
CREDIT AVAILABLE MASTER CHARGE  

BANK AMERICARD
Open 9-9 Monday thru Saturday

LIVING ROOM BEDROOM
Statesville Green,  Gold & White 
Tradit ional Sofa 
Reg. $509

2 Statesville Green  Hi-Back Chairs 
Reg $234

Tradit ional Green  and  Gold Sofa 
Reg  $399

Traditional Green  & Blue Chair  
Reg $120

$ 2 5 4

$ 1 1 7

$ 1 9 9
$ 6 9

3 pc. White  Colonial Bassett
Bed, Dresser ,  & Mirror ^  O  "I /I
REG. $330 ^  ^  X

3 pc. Bassett  Contemporary 
Queens ize,  Dresser,  & Mirror 
Pecan Finish 

REG. $350 $2 3 5
TABLES

DINING ROOM
7 pc. Bassett  Pine Early American 
Dining Room

6 Hiback Chairs ^  ftm

1 Oval Table 2 leaves ^  ^  |  ^
REG $545 ^

7 pc. Bassett  French Provencial  
Pecan Finish 
5 Side Chairs 
1 Arm Chair 
Oval Table (1 leaf)
REG $390

Available China Base and Hutch

3 Contemporary i ables 

REG $72 each 
3 Chrome Base Glass Top Tables 

Cocktail - 49.99 ^  ^
Lamptables - 37.00 4

set
MATTRESS 

BOX SPRINGS
3 /3  Matt  &
REG $96
4 /6  Matt .  & B. Spring 
REG, $126

Spring Group $ 59

$ 6 9

DIKETTES
5 pc. Traditional Dinnette 
REG $79.95

5 pc. Maple Finish Dinnette 
Round table 
4 Maple Chairs 
REG. $199

$ 2 7 0

$ 4 9

$ 1 3 5

MISCElLtNEOUS
Green Plant (artificial)
5 ft. High
REG $30 $12

W00U>-ian I.aiiips
Yellow Base and White Shade

Reg. $24 $10

Velvet Pictures
REG. $17 $9

Odd Tables
REG. $67 $24

TV Stands
REG, 10 $1


