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City Officials 

Must Be A w a re  

O f ‘AH' People
It a p p ea rs  to me tha t  by now city officials 

would soon learn that  actions  taken by them  
should  have the  entire  citizenry in mind. 
Likewise, d e pa r tm e n t  heads  should be 
similarly aware  of the  same.  With th is  in 
mind, the  two (city officials and de p ar tm e n t  
heads) could re nde r  the  best  possib le  service 
to its community.

Not so in High Point! M ost of ten in High 
Point, many of  the  actions  taken  by the  
powers- to -be usually a ppea r  to have only a 
select few in mind,  ‘even though  a carefui 
disguise  has  been  p lanned.  The  las tes t  
recreational proposal '-presented to th e  Parks 
and Recreation Commission is no exception. 
Yet it looks as though ano ther  trick is going to 
run over the  people  of th is  community,  
especially the  Blacks and the  poor whites.

A n u m b e r  of years  ago,  the  city of High 
Point m ade  p lans  for the  construction of two 
m ulti -purpose  recreat ional center's, and  at 
least one of them  was to  have an indoor 
swimming pool. It was  la te r  decided  th a t  the  
cost of  the  swimming pool was too high. 
Afterwards ,  tha t  portion of the  facility was 
e l im ina ted . . .because  of money? Now after

years of wait ing, the  centers  are  at last  u nder  
construction; one on Taylor Street  on the  
sjputh side  of  town,  and  the  o ther  on the 
former Leonard  Street  School 'cam pus  on the 
eas t  side of town. However,  ne ither  will be 
equ iped  with a swimming pool. Again , money 
is the  reason given. These  facilities a re  much 
needed  accommodations for the  city of High 
Point , and also because  of  their  locations, 
sw im m ing pools would fu r ther  serve the  
n eeds  of their  su rround ing  communities .  
G ran ted ,  if funds  are  not avai lable,  some 
expend i tu res  will have to be cut, bu t  cutt ing  
and  transfe rr ing  are two dif ferent things .

J u s t  this  past  week, the  High Point 
Recreation de p ar tm e n t  p resen ted  a new 
proposal to its commission for s tudy and 
hopefully .approval for the  construction of a

third recreat ion cen ter  - which includes an 
Olympic size sw im m ing pool - to be  located in 
the northwest section of High Point. The total 
cost of  the  comple te  recreat ional package  is 
approximately $2 million, according to one 
spokesman.  No^'- l .a sk,  is this  what h a ppens  
when funds  are nof"available, or should  the 
question be, does t h e  location suddenly  c reate  
previously  unavailable funds?

So often, these  kinds of  activities influence 
citizens to d is trus t  and avoid governm enta l  
functions.  Its no wonder  the  people  of this  
country arc  losing wha< little faith they  once 
held for the  governm ent.

The proposed new cen ter  is first of all far 
removed froni those  who most need  it. Like 
the  new s tadium , the cen ter  is to be located in 
probably  the  most affluent area  in High Point. 
The question then  arises,  is it for the  rreed or

for privilege. Certa in ly  the re  are o the r  a reas  
in town tha t  could b e t te r  utilize an indoor 
s w i m m in g  pool b e c a u s e  o f  f in a n c ia l  
deprivation. If the  p resen t  t rend  continues,  all 
recreational facilities will be located in the

northern  a reas  of High Point, and  the  poorer 
persons  will have to do without,  or s pend  extra 
funds to get  to the  locations.

Additionally, the plans  are  to p resen t  the  
proposal to the  citizens in the  form of  a bond 
issue. In o ther  words,  they are asking you to 
cut your own throats .  Will you sit back and 
continue denying yourself  of privileges you 
deserve?
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TO BE EQUAL

by Vernon E. Jordan, Jr.

Gerald Ford Opens Lines 

At Luncheon For Blacks
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A small b reach  was m a de  in the  
iron curta in  su rround ing  the  top 
leadersh ip  of the  executive branch  
of th e  g ove rnm e n t  the  o the r  day 
when  Vice Pres iden t  G erald  Ford 
he ld  a luncheon m eet ing ,  one of  a 
pro jec ted  ser ies,  with a re p re s e n 
ta t ive  sam pl ing  of black leaders.

Over a ye a r  ago I cal led on 
P res iden t  Nixon to m ee t  with black 
leaders  to ge t  a feeling for our 
p rob lem s  and concern and to open 
th e  W hite  H ouse  to our views. 
There  was  no a n sw e r  then ,  but 
now th e  Vice P res iden t  is doing 
ju s t  tha t .

In ord inary  t im es  th is  would be 
noth ing  specia l,  bu t  at a time 
w hen  rum ors  of the  P re s id e n t ’s 
im pend ing  res ignat ion  are  rife and 
i m p e a c h m e n t  p r o c e e d i n g s  a re  
u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  s u c h  a 
m e e t ing  has  signif icance. It m eans  
tha t  the  m an  who m ay  succeed  to 
th e  P res idency  is s tr iv ing to 
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  
minorit ies  whose  cause  he has  
often o pposed  in th e  p as t ,  and  tha t  
he feels  national leadersh ip  m ust 
be  open and  responsive  to key 
s e g m e n ts  of th e  popula tion.

At the  m ee t ing  Mr.  Ford 
im pressed  me, as h e ’s im pressed  
most people ,  as a decent,  e arnes t  
man  anxious to do right and 
concerned  tha t  the  pub l ic ’s t ru s t  in 
g ove rnm e n t  and the  stabili ty  of 
our in s ti tu tions  be  recovered.  He 
see m e d  to be concerned with the  
difficulties faced by black people  
today, and especia lly to the 
economic  ha rdsh ips  we face.

At this  point,  it is doubtful tha t  
his concern and  responsiveness  
can be  t ra n s la ted  into aggress ive  
leadersh ip  and innovative p ro 
g r a m s .  M o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  
any th ing  th a t  t ra nsp ire d  at the

m ee t ing ,  which was  more  in the 
na tu re  of  a genera l  discussion, 
was  the  fact tha t  it took place at 
all. The  m ee t ing ,  and those that  
are p la nne d  to follow it. r ep resen ts  
a first , major s tep, in the  
education  of Gerald Ford.

M ost blacks are  wary of him. 
H is  y e a r s  in t h e  H ouSe ,  
re p re sen t in g  a largely  white, 
middle  class  dis trict,  were  marked 
by conservativism and opposition 
to  scores of bills tha t  would
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Certain School Testing 
Is Disturbing To Blacks

advance  th e  civil r ights  and 
econom ic and  social condit ions of 
minorit ies.

The  excuse  for th e se  votes has 
be en  th a t  he  was  reflecting the 
conse rva t ism  of his district and 
now th a t  he  has  a national 
consti tuency,  he  will change .  The 
prob lem  with th a t  is tha t  as 
m ino r i ty  le a d er  he had  a national 
consti tuency,  and  also had  a safe 
enough  sea t  tha t  h e  could afford to 
risk a few votes tha t  his district 
w o u ld n ’t like.

B ut the  minority l e a d e r ’s real 
const i tuency  is the  party  m e m b e r 
sh ip  o f  th e  H ouse  and  the  will of 
th e  P res iden t .  So the re  is a case to 
b e  m a d e  for a change  of  a t t i tudes  
b a se d  on th e  new consti tuency a 
P res id e n t  or  Vice P res iden t  has.

U n d e r  such condit ions past  
votes in th e  House  a re  not as 
im por tan t  as a m a n ’s charac te r  
a n d  his  view of  his responsib il i 
t ie s .  And  in this  rega rd ,  it is worth 
q uo ting  R epresen ta t ive  Andrew  
Y o u n g ’s s t a t e m e n t  w h e n  he  
b e ca m e  th e  only black C ongre ss 
m a n  to vote  for Mr.  F o rd ’s 
confirmation:

“ Out of  my own southern  
e x p e r ie n c e ,”  C ongressm an  Young 
said,  “ I have  confidence that  
p e o p l e  c an  o v e r c o m e  p a s t  
parochial  views and  develop a 
b ro a d e r  pe rspec t ive  which takes 
into account the  in te res t  of  the 
people .  D ecent men,  placed in 
posit ions of t ru s t ,  will serve 
decently .  1 believe tha t  Mr.  Ford 
is a decen t  m a n ."

Even political foes like Young 
a g re e  th a t  Ford is a decent man. 
His  p e rsonal  integrity  is his s trong 
suit.  But now he will have to put 
some subs ta nc e  beh ind  it in the 
form of real moral leadership .  
R ight now he is a relatively 
unknown quan t i ty  in pe o p le ’s 
m inds  b u t  if he can d em onst ra te

tha t  he cares ,  tha t  he lis tens,  that  
he  will act on behal f  of the  poor 
and  th e  voiceless as he has  acted 
in the  pa s t  on beha l f  of  the  w ealthy 
and  the  powerful,  then  he will 
have  gone  a long way toward 
e as ing  p e o p le ’s fears  about the  
possib le  m ajor t ransit ions  in our 
c ou n try ’s leadersh ip .

Black Americans are either 
g lu ttons  for pun ishm ent  or they 
ge t  the  worst breaks.

J u s t  when they are ba tte red  by 
the  happen ings  in Washington, 
ju s t  when they  are among the last 
h ired  and the  first laid off when 
any excuse like the  energy crisis, 
or whatever ,  comes along, and ju s t  
as Dr. William Shockley comes out 
o f  h i d in g  w ith  h is  g e n e t i c  
inferiority thesis,  there appears  
ano the r  so-called test , only this 
one is l iterally out of the  mouths of 
babes .

It is needless  to mention that 
w he neve r  black Americans take it 
on the  chin, white  Americans do 
likewise. The two are so bound up 
to g e th e r  (a lthough whites,  thus 
far,  m a na ge  to keep ahead) that  
m isfortune  to one m eans  misfor
tune  to the  other.  W hen Negro 
Am ericans  are out of a job,  whites 
a r e  n o t  fa r  b e h in d .  The  
philosopher was not wrong when 
he  said: “ In o rder  to keep a man in 
the  ditch,  you have to stay there  
with h im .”  W hat  d isturbs blacks 
had  be t te r  dis turb  whites.

J u s t  now blacks are dis turbed  
by certa in  tes ts  given to little 
school children by the  Depar tm ent 
of  Health,,  g^uca t iqn .^nd  Welfare . 
School children , arp,<^^sked what 
they  th ink about children of 
differing colors going to the  same 
school! In addition,  pupils  in the 
e lem en tary  g rades  are asked to 
indicate  w he ther  they believe all 
their  c lassm ates  should look like 
they  look.

H ere  is the  quest ion asked of 
e lem entary  school pupils,  3rd to 
12th g rade : “ How do you think 
your pa re n ts  feel about black and 
white s tuden ts  going to the  same 
school toge the r?  If both kinds of 
s tuden ts  d o n ’t go to your school, 
how do you th ink your paren ts  feel

about the  idea of black and white 
s tuden ts  going to the  sam e  school 
to g e th e r? ”

If this  were  a p robe  to find out, 
before  any law or opinion existed, 
how pupils  “ th in k ”  about pupils 
of dif ferent races  going to the 
sam e school,  such an inquiry could 
be called a public re la tions  effort. 
But the  Sup rem e  C o u r t ’s opinion, 
delivered in 1954, was  th a t  racial 
separa tion  by law was unconsti tu 
tional.  The  C ongress  enac ted  the 
Civil Rights  Act in 1964.

Yet we have in th e  school year 
1973-74 a lot of racial hocus-pocus 
by a d e p a r tm e n t  of government 
(H .E. W.) as though  no law existed 
and as though  th e  S u p rem e  Court 
had  not spoken. M oreover,  this 
d e p a r t m e n t  is  c h a r g e d  with 
enforcing the  national policy of 
desegraga t ion .

I n s t e a d ,  H . E . W .  is  a sk in g  
questions  which New York City 
has  called “ highly  inflammatory 
and ra c is t” . An official th re a t  has 
been  m ade  to cut off funds  for 
school dis tr ic ts  which re fuse  to 
d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s .  
Congress  pa sse d  th e  law calling 
for evaluations  and President 
Nixon s igned it on J u n e  23, 1972.

Mr. N ixon’s sup^iHer 's ' for 
re-e lection w ere  in th e  midst of 
collecting the  la rgest  fund for 
r e - e l e c t i o n  in h i s t o r y .  The 
P res iden t  was to announce  in 1972 
his personal opposit ion to the 
b us ing  of school children. The 
purpose  of the  questions  is said to 
be “ to eliminate  or prevent 
s eg reg a t io n .”

R ather  than  th is  Orwellian 
language  was the  t rue  purpose 
w rapped  up in the  question: “ Do 
you think black s tu d en ts  in this 
school cause  more trouble  than 
o ther kinds of s tu d e n t s ? ”
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Most Not Wait For Edict
I ’ve t r ied  very hard  to stay away 

from th e  e nergy  crisis , 'bedause-we 
have he a rd  a lot about it. Still one 
th ing  we have not heard  enough 
abou t  is how th is  crisis will effect 
this  town specifically. W e have aU 
k inds of specula tions,  up-to-the- 
m inu te  news reports  on ups and 
downs, and  even the  report  on the 
newly-formed group commission
ed by industry  and government.  
Still no one or groups, has sat 
down and  composed any local 
b lueprin t  for action.

T h e  g r o u p  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  
com m issioned might be able to 
provide some leadership  in this 
matSer - th is  is the  car pool group 
tha t  A ndrew  Shinnick is chairman 
of. However,  before  than can 
h a ppen ,  the  group m ust examine 
its composition very carefully, for 
it will be to our de tr im ent  if we fall 
into th e  sam e  traps  tha t  similar 
national commissions  have fallen 
into.

A few areas  of  concern in this  
are : (1) not being broadly
re p resen ta t ive  of a producer-  
c onsum er  popula tion (2) not being 
will ing to call the  shot s traight 
down the  line because  one of the 
m e m b e r  in dus tr ies  would get the 
b ru n t  of th e  decision (3) the

p ro g r a m ’s b e ing  mostly  show with 
little substance .  In short  we do not 
want the  g overnm en t  to go to the 
energy p roducers  to ge t  the 
answ ers  to the  energy  problem. It 
s eem s to me we can learn from the 
mis takes  tha t  have been  m a de  on 
the  national level, and surely we 
can avoid the  b igges t  mis take of 
all, wait ing for W ash ing ton  to 
hand  down an en e rg y  edict to 
solve our local p roblem s.

The local leadersh ip  can be the 
vanguard  in th is  s ta te  and  take the 
bull by the  horns  as the  s ta te  of 
Oregon did in m aking a ser ies  of 
ra the r  unpopula r  decisions in 
limiting s tate  growth ,  m anag ing  
the  d istr ibution of gas  in a fairer 
m anner ,  and facing up to the 
crisis.

THOUGHT FOR TH E  W E E K :

There  is an old saying, “ Misery 
loves c om pany” , and within the 
context of  the  energy  crisis,  if the 
p e o p le  w h o  a r e  in m i s e ry  
(suffering discomforts) feel that 
they have company, they  will be 
more  inclined to cooperate  with 
fair plans than  if they  though t  a 
privileged few were  well taken 
care of a n d /o r  profit ing by the 
plan.


