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STATE TB CASES SHOW DROP OF 2 2
Only 974 cases  of its  

were repor ted  in North 
Carolina in 1973 according 
to Dr. Roy Berry, head  of 
the T uberculosis  Control 
Section of the  Division of 
Health Services. This is a 
drop of 22 cases  over 1972.

B e r ry  s a id  TB h a s  
d e c l in e d  in  t h e  s ta te  
anywhere from two to 25 
percent each  year since the 

anti-tuberculosis  drug, iso- 
niazid, becam e  available in 
the early  50 ’s -  with the 
exception of 1954, ’63, and 

'70, w hen a slight increase 
was recorded . In 1050, 
3,653 cases  were reported 
in North Carolina. By 1960, 
the n u m b er  was down to 
1,440.

T h e  r e p o r t  r e v e a l e d  
that m ost o f  the  TB cases, 
513, w ere  confined to the 41 
counties th a t  comprise the 
Coastal Plain a rea  of the  
State. The P iedm ont was 
next with 406 cases, and 
the M ountain counties last 
with 53 cases.

A breakdow n o f the  cases 
reported in 1973 shows 62 
percent w ere  over 45 years 
of age, 66 percent were 
non-white , and  70 percent 
were m ale . The rate  of 
cases per  100,000 popula­
tion for non-whites was 
53.8, nearly  th re e  times 
that for the  s ta te  as a 
whole.

Berry said one of the 
significant reasons  for the 
high ra te  of TB among 
blacks is th a t  they  are  more 
s u s c e p t ib l e  to  t h e  TB 
organism than  whites. He 
pointed out th a t  blacks did 
not have the  d isease  until 
they h ad  contact with the  
white m an, who has been 
wrestling with it since the 
time of the  pharaohs. He 
said some of the  Egyptian 
m um m ies exam ined  during 
recent years  had  TB of the 
spine.

Berry said the  an ti- tuber­
culosis drug  is used  not 
only to trea t  and  cure active 
cases, bu t  to preven t  the 
d isease from developing 
among those who have 
been exposed , as  well as 
others infected early in life. 
“ G r a d u a l l y ” , he  n o te d ,  
“ the p reventive  approach 
has paid off by reducing  the

Boxing Meet  
P l a n n e d

HIGH POINT The High 
Point Police D ep ar tm en t 's  
Community Services Divi­
sion has announced that the 
Police Boxing Club will 
hold a boxing m eet on May 
25 at th e  High Point City 
Lake gym.

T h e  m e e t ,  w h ich  is 
scheduled to begin at 7:30 
P .M ., will fea tu re  some of 
the a re a ’s top  fighters as 
well a s  b o x e r s  f rom  
Charlotte, W inston-Salem,

and Gastonia. There will 
even be  a boxing clown for 

the  kids!
Tickets for the  m eet are 

$2 ap iece and can be 
p urchased  at the  Police 
D epartm ent,  local sporting 
goods s tores  and  other 
p a r t i c ip a t in g  a r e a  b u s i ­
nesses, or at the  door on 
May 25. The proceeds from 
the ticket sales will go 
toward sending  two of the 
High Point Police Boxing 
Club’s boxers to the  A.A.U. 
n a t io n a l  t o u r n a m e n t  in 
Knoxville, T ennessee , and 
two o ther boys to the  1974 
Junior Olympics.

Those Times You Suffer

Acid Indigestion, 
Painful Stomach Gas
■ ..th is  is ‘Gasid Indigestion.’ 

Taite DI-GEL for Fast Relief.

DI-GEL® gives more com­
plete relief because it does 
what plain antacids can’t. It 
reduces excess acid. Also con­
tains Simethicone to get rid of 
gas, too. Heartburn, gas, bloat- 
>ng go fast. Get DI-GEL.

iium oer of admissions to 
TB hospitals.

“ An initial period of 
hospital t rea tm en t is re ­
com m ended for active TB 
pa tien ts  until they become 
non-infectious,”  Berry ex­

p lained. “ Once the  patient 
dem o n s tra te s  he is re ­
sponding  to the  drug, can 
t a k e  t h e  d r u g  w i th o u t  
experiencing side-effects, 
and  is no longer infectious 
to o thers ,  t rea tm en t  can be

continued  a t h o m e .”
Berry w arned , however, 

th a t  th e re  is no instan t cure 
for T B -e v e n  with m odern  
drug  therapy . “ Neither is it 
a m atte r  of a few m o n th s ,”  
he said. “ It takes  at least

two years .  This m eans 
ta k in g  a n t i - tu b e r c u lo s i s  
medications, for th e  whole 
period. Even for preventive 
tre a tm e n t,  a one y e a r ’s 
course  is considered  n eces ­
s a ry .”

Berry said th e  accele ra t­
ed ra te  with which TB 
pa tien ts  are  b rough t to a 
non-infectious s ta te  (about 
th ree  m onths) ,  has resu lted  
in t rem en d o u s  economic 
savings to th e  s ta te .  TB

hospital personnel,  ex p e r ­
ienced at d iagnosing and 
trea ting  all sorts  of chest 
d isorders ,  a re  tu rn ing  their  
a tten tion  to such chronic 
obstructive  pulmonary d i ­
s e a s e s  a s  e m p h y s e m a .

bronchitis , as thm a, occu­
pational lung diseases  and 
lung cancer. Berry said 
severe  lung diseases  are  
am ong the  fas te s t  growing 
causes  of d ea th  in the  
United States today.
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Now North Carolina  ̂
first 24-hour bank 
is better than ever:
For
BankAmericard
Customers.

For
NCNB 24 Card 
Customers.
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Your NCNB BankAmericard® is your key to North Caro­
lina’s most convenient combination of banking services. 
Because now you’ll not only be able to make cash with­
drawals from your NCNB checking and BankAmericard 
accounts—you can also make withdrawals from your 
NCNB savings account, make deposits in checking and 
savings, make NCNB loan payments, transfer money 
from checking to savings, savings to checking and 
BankAmericard to checking.

And your NCNB BankAmericard is the only 
card you’ll need for all of these banking services, 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week, every day of the year at 
every NCNB 24.

So if you don’t have a BankAmericard, now’s 
the time to get one. Then you can really set your own 
banking hours.

You’ll be able to use the NCN B 24 machines without 
a BankAmericard for the first time this year. Because 
now we’re making a special new card available. The 
NCNB 24 Card. Itwill be your personal key to NCNB’s 
easy-to-operate, day-and-night banks. With your NCNB 
24 Card, you can withdraw cash from your NCNB 
checking or savings account, deposit money, make 
NCNB loan payments, and transfer funds at the push of 
a button.

And your NCNB 24 Card is the only card 
you’ll need for all of these banking services at any 
NCN B 24, any hour of the day or night, including week­
ends and holidays. So if you don’t have an NCNB 24 
Card, getting one is as simple as opening an NCNB 
checking account. Then you’ll see why we never close 
at North Carolina National Bank.
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