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I«  KItWS OF TIE WllltH'S Mt KOI UWHS THOSE OF THE MHO'S

‘Y ou’re A P a r t  Of The Solution^ Or You’re A P a r t  O f  The Problem

THE

POINTER

by Albert A. Campbell

T he  H igh  Point S portsm en  Club su b m it te d  
to th e  City Council las t w eek, a p roposal 
rec o m m e n d in g  th a t  th e  two recrea tiona l  
cen te r s ,  p re sen t ly  u n d e r  construction , be  
n a m e d  for two well-known Black citizens. 
T ho u g h  w e m u s t  cons ider  t h a t  th e r e  are  som e 
legal m a t te r s  th a t  m u s t  b e  reso lved  b efo re  an 
a s s u r a n c e  c a n  c o m e  t h a t  b u i l d i n g s  
c o n s tru c ted  with federa l  fu n d s  can b e  n a m e d  
a f te r  local citizens, w e still would  like to  m ake 
i t  k n o w n  t h a t  T H E  T R IB U N A L  AID 
N E W S P A P E R  supp o r ts ,  w h o lehear ted ly ,  th e  
efforts of  th e  S p o r ts m e n ’s Club.

As m ost  H igh  P o in te rs  know, th e r e  is a 
rec rea tiona l  cen te r  b e ing  cons tru c ted  in the  
E as t  C en tra l  a r e a  of  H igh Point, which is an 
ex tens ion  of  th e  fo rm er  L eonard  S tree t  School 
c am p u s .  In its concept,  th e  bu ild ing , itself , is 
to  p rovide y ea r - ro u n d  rec rea tiona l  facilities 
for its  com m unity .  Very few cities have  
rec rea tiona l  c e n te rs  of  th is  n a tu re .  It certainly 
will b e  a  cred it  to  th e  com m unity  of H igh  Point 
- m ost  especially , th e  Black com m unity .

On th e  sou th s id e  of  tow n th e r e  is a n o th e r  
rec rea tiona l  cen te r  b e in g  cons truc ted .  Its vas t  
scope of  activities is so la rge  th a t  th e  b u ild ing  
will b e  called a “ M ult i -P u rpose  c e n t e r . ”  
M u lt i -p u rp o se  m ean in g  th a t  it will b e  utilized 
in m any  w ays o th e r  th a n  ju s t  rec rea tiona l .  It 
too  will b e  a y ea r-round  facility; prov id ing  
se rv ices  a n d  p ro g ra m s  for no t  only th e  
so u th s id e  com m unity  bu t  th e  en t i re  city. Its 
m a g n i tu d e  will r e q u ire  a full- tim e director.  
T h e re  is even  an indoor baske tba l l  court.

B ut,  let us look at th e  citizens for w hom  it 
h a s  b e e n  su g g e s te d  th a t  th e s e  ce n te r s  be  
n a m e d .  M r. O .E . Davis, a  fo rm er  principal of 
Fairv iew  S tre e t  School; a n d  incidentially , th e  
f irs t  p r inc ipal a t th a t  school, has  b een  
reco rn m e n d ed .  M r. Davis h a s  m a d e  his 
con tr ibu tion  to th e  com m unity  of  H igh  Point 
by se rv in g  in m any  capac ities .  I am  su re  m any  
o f  th e  m id d le -ag ed  Blacks will r e m e m b e r  him  
very “ vividly”  w h en  he  w orked  as  a  t r u a n t  
officer. M a n y  o f  H igh P o in t ’s Black adu l ts  
today  w ould  p robab ly  have  d ro p p e d  ou t  of 
school for  good had  it not b e e n  for p e r so n s  like 
M r.  O scar  Davis.

T he  p e rso n  for w hom  it h a s  b e e n  su g g e s te d  
th a t  th e  o th e r  rec rea tiona l  cen te r  b e  n a m e d  is 
M r. S.S . W hit ted .  I am  su re  m an y  of th e  
peop le  of H igh Point, includ ing  bo th  races , 
can  distinctly  a n d  very vividly r e m e m b e r  M r. 
W h i t te d  who w as p r inc ipal a t L eonard  S tree t  
School for thirty-f ive (35) yea rs .  M r. W h it ted ,  
in his way, to u ch ed  m any , m any  Black 
ch ild ren  in H igh  Point.  I have  h e a rd  p e r so n s  
say th a t  not only did he  teach  th e m , b u t  he 
con tin u ed  on to teach  the ir  ch ild ren  also. M r. 
W h i t te d  w as  a  s te rn  d isc ip linarian  and  his 
con tr ibu tion  to th e  Black co m m unityo f  H igh 
Point cer ta in ly  canno t be  ignored  by any. Of 
cou rse ,  M r. W hit ted  w as a  very forceful m an; 
b u t  th e m , one  h a s  to w onder ,  h ad  he  no t  been  
so d u r in g  th o se  t im es ,  th e re  p robab ly  would 
have  b e e n  a  take-over  of  th e  school by 
e le m e n ta ry  s tu d e n ts .

M r. W h i t te d  not only w orked  in th e  school 
sys tem , b u t  he  w orked  in his com m unity .  H e 
w as  a  scout m a s te r  for m an y  yea rs  of  Troop 
16; of  which, m an y  H igh  Point Black youth 
w ere  u n d e r  his lead e rsh ip  as  scou ts .  D uring  
th a t  t im e ,  it w as  th e  only boy scout troop 
available  to  Blacks in H igh  Point.

M r. W h i t te d  w as th e  k ind of  m an  who found  
t im e  for young  peop le  bo th  d u r in g  th e  school 
per iod ,  as  well as, a f te r  h ours .  H e  not only 
m a d e  con tr ibu tions  to his com m unity  bu t  
th e re  w ere  t im es  w h en  he  w as a w a rd e d  for 
th e m . An exam p le  of  which is w h en  M r. 
W h i t te d  w as a w ard ed  th e  Silver B eaver  
A w ard ,  th e  h ig h e s t  honor  in boy scouting . 
T h is  a w ard  w as  p re se n te d  to h im  by  fo rm er  
m ayor ,  G eorge  Covington.

T h e se  tw o p e rso n s  certain ly  d e s e rv e  th e  
honors  th a t  have  b een  r e c o m m e n d e d  for 
th e m . A nd , if th is  com m unity  w ould  like to see 
a las ting  recognit ion  for th e s e  m en , th e n  th is  
one, T H E  TRIBUNAL AID would  like to 
su g g e s t ,  could very  well b e  “ The O n e ” .

Few Black citizens have  h ad  th e  honor  of 
th is  k ind  of  recognit ion  in th is  city; as  well as, 
any o ther .  B ut,  w e can certa in ly  look a t  w ha t  
th e s e  m e n  con tr ib u ted  to  th e  com m unity  of 
H igh  Po int and  how m uch  th e y  m e a n  or  have  
m e a n t  to  its Black y oung  people . H igh  Point 
can  ill afford  not to  recogn ize  th e s e  m en . M ost  
especially , since th e y  are  bo th  still living. It is 
well to  give f lowers to  th e  d e a d ,  b u t  m uch  
b e t t e r  to  give th e m  to  th e  living.

The Four Nixon Appointed Judges Voted Against Him

-O F  THE 2 0  l a r g e s t  CITIES IN 
THE COUNTRY, 19 HAD A HIGHER 
r a t e  o f  suspensio n  fo r  MINORITIES 
LAST yea r  t h a n  fo r  w hites .—

THESUPREhE 
COURT RULED THAT 
SCHOOL AUTHOmriES 
MAY NOT SUSPEND A 
STUDENT WlTHOUr 
OMNO reasons WHY 
ANPLETTfHO THE 
STUDENT HAVE A 
CHANCE TO EX­
PLAIN HIS CON­
DUCT.

To The Point
by Ronald Mock

TO BE EQUAL

by Vernon E. Jo rd an ,  J r .

W h e n  th e  dark  clouds o f  d es p a ir  
h u n g  over th e  com m unit ies  d u r ing  
th e  1960’s - f r u s t r a t i n g  our d re a m s  
of f ree d o m  a n d  peace .  Black 
w om en  w orked  devotingly  to  m ake  
equa li ty  a reality . H ow ever, even 
be fo re  th e m , th ey  unse lfish ly  
fo u g h t  th e  w inds of  rac ism  and  
h a t r e d  with an  un d y in g  be l ie f  th a t  
“ w e  s h a l l  o v e r c o m e , ”  n e v e r  
ceas in g  th e i r  fa ith  a n d  devotion to 
family, com m unity ,  and  m ost  
im portan tly ,  to  Black people . The 
p o p u la r  m usica l g roup ,  E a r th ,  
W in d  a n d  F ire ,  focused  on th e  
d i lem m a of Black w om en  w hen  
th e y  sa n g ,  “ sh e  is like a flower 
g ro w in g  w ild ” .

D u r in g  th e  ear ly  1970’s, in all 
p robab il i ty ,  w h en  th e  econom y 
u n d e r  th e  p r e s s u re  of  infla tion and  
recess ion  b e g a n  to  d rastically  
f luc tua te .  Black w om en found  
th e m se lv e s  receiv ing  a lm ost  equa l  
econom ic, social, a n d  political 
t r e a tm e n t  w ith Black m en . At 
E m p l o y m e n t  S e c u r i t y  O f f ic e s ,  
Black w om en , like Black m en , 
rece ived  u n e m p lo y m e n t  checks 
- a n d  in th e  sa m e  line.

It is now, th a t  w e, as  Black m en .

m a y  b e  c o n f r o n t i n g  a n o tH e r  
oppor tu n ity  to  h ave  th e  audac ity  to 
ap p re c ia te  th e  cu ltu re  with in  th e  
m ind ,  th e  b e a u ty  of  th e  f igu re ,  th e  th e i r  su p p o s e d  new  f in d in g s rT h e y

w rong  to  b lam e  the

Black H isto ry  W eek  is an annual 
e v e n t ,  u s u a l ly  c e l e b r a t e d  in 
schools w ith special d iscussions on 
black  h isto ry  and  g re a t  black 
f ig u res  of  th e  p as t  and  p resen t .  By 
a n d  la rg e ,  it is a positive step 
to w ard  h e ig h te n in g  th e  conscious­
n e s s  of  black  a n d  w hite  children of 
th e  g r e a t  con tr ibu tions m ad e  by 
black  A m er icans  to  our common 
histo ry .

W h a t  m ak es  th is  y e a r ’s Black 
H is to ry  W eek  so m e w h a t  d ifferent 
from  th e  p as t  is th a t  th e  core 
exp e r ien ce  of black h istory  itself  
h a s  com e up  for re-evaluation  by 
h is to r ians .  A nd  th is  new  re -e v a ­
luation  te l ls  u s  a lot m ore about 
th e  cu r re n t  c lim ate  of  a t t i tudes  
to w ard  b lacks th a n  it does to 
e n l ig h ten  us abou t th e  pas t .

O ne of  th e  m ost  ta lked  about 
s tu d ie s  of  th e  p a s t  year  w as a  book 
p u rp o r t in g  to  ch an g e  our view of 
s lavery  by  u s in g  com p u te r -b a sed  
s tu d ie s .  T he  au tho rs ,  R obert  Fogel 
a n d  S tanley  E n g e rm a n ,  com e up 
w ith  th e  r a th e r  s ta r t l ing  conclu ­
s ions th a t  th e  slave exper ience  
w as  not as  b a d  as prev ious 
h is to r ian s  h ad  p a in ted  it.

T he ir  m otives a p p e a r  to  be 
b a s e d  on th e  fee l ing  th a t  por tra i ts  
of  docile s laves  a n d  b ru ta l  m a s te rs  
have  to  b e  rev ised  in th e  light of

love w ith in  th e  h ea r t ,  a n d  th e  
f re e d o m  o f  th e  sp ir it  which Black 
w o m en  have  m a in ta in ed  for so 
m an y  yea rs .  Black w om en  have 
s u f f e r e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s a m e  
a d v e rs i t i te s  as  Black m en  in the ir  
q u e s t  for d ign ity  and  respec t.

In th e  fie lds of  economical, 
political, a n d  social ch an g e .  Black 
w o m en , a long with Black m en ,

p re s e n t  p l igh t  o f  black  peop le  on 
th e  slave ex per ience ,  th a t  it is 
m o re  clearly  th e  d isc rim ination  of 
th e  p o st-s lavery  per iod  r igh t  on up 
to ou r  own day  th a t  b e s t  accounts  
for  b lack-w hite  d ispari t ies .

On th a t  las t poin t m ost  can 
ag ree ,  b u t  by po r tray in g  blacks 
e n t r a p p e d  in s lavery  as  relatively

co ns tan tly  seek  to  a t ta in  th e  con ten t ,  th e i r  m a s te rs  as  b en ign ,  
h ig h e s t  o ppor tun it ies  - p u sh in g  a n d  th e  e n t i re  w re tch ed  sys tem  as 
aw ay  th e  sail of  depr ivation  a n d  rela t ive ly  h u m a n e ,  th e  au tho rs  
d ep re ss io n .  M any  w ere  th e  w inds  ju s t  se t  up  a  new  m ythology as 
th a t  b a t t e r e d  th e ir  u n a b id in g  w ro n g  as th e  open ly  pro-s lavery  
co u rag e ,  boycotts ,  sit-ins, p ro te s t  h is to r ian s  of  th e  early  1900s w ere , 
m a rc h e s ,  or  court  tr ia ls .  But w ith I f  th e  sy s tem  w as all th a t  good, 
f o r t i t u d e ,  t h e y  g a i n e d  n e w  w hy did  so m an y  blacks run  away? 
s t r e n g t h  a n d  p r i d e  a s  t h e y  I f  th e y  w ere  fed  as well as  th e  
c o n tm u e d  to  grow  tow ard  th e  au th o rs  claim , why are  p lan ta t ion  
su n l ig h t  of  ever ia s t in g  peace ,  reco rd s  so full of s to r ies  about 
T hey  have  w e a th e re d  th e  y e a rs  of  slaves s te a l ing  food? W hy are  
d e g r a d a t i o n  a n d  e x p l o i t a t i o n ;  t h e r e  so  m a n y  e y e w i t n e s s  
p roud ly  cult iva ting  f low ers o f  accoun ts  of  b ru ta l i ty  and  neglec t?  
t e n d e r n e s s  a n d  u n d e rs ta n d in g .  M ost im p o rta n t  today , why w as 

D eep  dark ,  h igh  yellow, or  such a  book w r i t te n  a n d  why h a s  it 
Continued on Page 5 found  such w ide  accep tance?

t  g • O th e r  h is to r ian s  have  r io c e d

Black  Pe rspec t ives BY CARL T. RO W A N

a p a r t  m a n y  o f  t h e  a u t h o r s  
assum ptions .  T h e y ’ve po in ted  out 
how th e y ’ve fed s ta tis tics  from  one 
or a few p lanta tions in one  p a r t  of 
the  country at one par t icu la r  t im e ,  
a n d  c o m e  up  w i th  f a n c y  
m athem atica l  projections th a t  led 
th em  to generalized  -  and  w rong  
-- s ta te m en ts  about slavery.

I’m willing to leave th e  techn ica l  
d iscussions to the ir  pee rs ,  who 
have  held  num erous  con ferences  
and  w ritten  m any  lea rned  artic les 
l a r g e l y  d i s p r o v in g  t h i s  n e w  
revision of history. My p r im a ry  
concern is the  rush  with which th e  
m ed ia  and  the  public a d o p te d  a 
revision of the  pas t  th a t  se rv ed  to 
soothe A m erica’s guilt and  to  rob 
con tem porary  blacks of one  of 
th e ir  moral claims a g a in s t  th e  
nation.

Scholarship always reflec ts  th e  
t im es .  No m a t te r  how far  into th e  
p as t  it delves, it tells us as m uch  
about th e  tim es  in which it w as  
w ritten  as about th e  dim p as t .  
D u r in g  t h e  y e a r s  o f  o p e n  
seg rega tion  and the  institu tion  of 
J im  Crow, the  dom inan t scho lars  
w ere  neo-Darwinists who saw  life 
as  a ba tt le  in which only th e  f i t te s t  
will survive -  and  you know who 
th a t  would be.

Later scholars, living in a m ore  
dem ocratic  era , reflec ted  th e  
s t i r r i n g s  o f  t h e  civil  r i g h t s  
m ovem en t of th e  fifties and  sixties 
and  revisionist h isto rians of  th a t  
period  ch anged  th e  view of th e  
p a s t  to take  into account th e  
fee lings and  n eed s  of black people  
for th e  first t ime.

Now, the  w heel se em s to be  
tu rn in g  again. Not only are  som e 
h isto r ians going back to b en ig n  
views of evil t im es ,  b u t  th e  
academ ic  world is chu rn ing  out 
s tud ies  p u rpo rt ing  to show th a t  
e d u c a t i o n  w o n ’t  im p ro v e ,  t h e  
outlook for black children, th a t  
in tegra tion  d o e s n ’t  work, th a t  
blacks have lower IQs, th a t  -  well, 
you g e t  th e  idea.

W h a t  all th is says to m e  is th a t  
th e  moral climate of A m erica  is 
chang ing  from one charg ed  with 
th e  seek ing  of justice to  one  
seek ing  to cover up th e  n eed  for 
change .  And in the  v a n g u a rd  of 
th is  new  cover-up are  scholars  who 
should  be devoting  the ir  skills to 
he lp ing  to build  a h u m a n e  society, 
n o t  c r e a t i n g  f a l s e  p i c t u r e s  
prettify ing  an evil pas t .

W A SH IN G T O N  -- T h e re  is so m e th in g  a 
little sad  a n d  even  a  trifle f r ig h te n in g  abou t 
t h e  c o n f l u e n c e  o f  h e a d l i n e s  i n v o lv in g  
P re s id e n t  F o rd  in recen t  days.

O ne head l in e  says “ F ord  to ru n  (in 1976) 
r e g a rd le s s  of e co n o m y .”

W h i te  H o u se  P re ss  Secre ta ry  Ron N e ssen  
has  dutifully  exp la ined  th a t ,  while  som e 
A m er icans  m ay  have  g o tten  th e  nation  th a t  “ if 
th e  econom y is good he  will run ,  b u t  if th e  
econom y is b ad  he  w o n ’t  r u n , ”  th a t  sim ply 
i s n ’t  t ru e .  G era ld  F o rd  is a p re s iden t ia l  
c a n d id a te  in 1976, com e hellish d e p ress io n  or 
h ig h e r  p rices, N e ssen  exp la ined .

T he  tru ly  t roub ling  th in g  ab o u t  th is  is th a t  
M r. F ord  could b e  naive e n o u g h  to m ak e  such 
a  dec la ra t ion  a t  a t im e  w h en  ha lf  th e  world 
w as  falling in a ro u n d  him.

Item ; F o rd ’s proposal  to save  $650 million a 
y ea r  by increas ing  th e  price of food s ta m p s  
w as  b e in g  d em olished  by a 76 to 8 vote in th e  
Sena te .  This cam e on top  of  a  374 to  38 vote  
a g a in s t  th e  P re s id e n t  in th e  H ouse ,  w ith 105 
R epublic ians vo ting  a g a in s t  h im  a n d  only 34 
voting  for him.

Item ; Even  as M r. Ford  w as  s t r e n g th e n in g  
his dec la ra t ion  of  cand idacy , th e  H o u s e  w as 
vo ting  309 to  114 to shoo t dow n a m ajor  
e le m e n t  of his save-the-econom y-save-som e-  
e n e rg y  p ro g ra m . On th is  vote to r e sc in d  his 
in c rease  in oil im port  fees, 98 R e pub licans  
vo ted  with th e  P re s id en t ,  b u t  42 still vo ted  
a g a in s t  h im  in th e  face of p a s s io n a te  cr ies  for 
par ty  loyalty.

Item ; W hile  M r. F o rd  w as se n d in g  N e ssen  
ou t  to tell Sen. H ow ard  Baker, Rona ld  
R e ag an , N elson  Rockefeller a n d  o th e r  G O P 
p res id en t ia l  a sp i ra n ts  not to  g e t  th e i r  ho p es  
up , 10,000 an g ry  jo b le ss  au tom ob ile  w orkers  
w ere  in W a s h in g to n  deno u n c in g  th e  P re s id e n t

a s  a n o t h e r  H e r b e r t  H o o v e r ,  s h o u t i n g  
v eh em en tly  th a t  u n le s s  th ey  g e t  jo b s  t h e y ’ll 
g e t  a n o th e r  p re s id en t .

O ne is h a rd  p re ss e d  to  th ink  of  less 
favorab le  c ircu m stan ce s  u n d e r  w hich  an 
in c u m b e n t  m ig h t  a n n o u n ce  th a t  he  w a n ts  to 
be  ree lec ted .

It w ould  se e m  th a t  a  m an  w ho ta lks  publicly  
ab o u t  a lw ays b e in g  in th e  top  th i rd  o f  his 
c lasses  a t M ich igan  and  Yale w o u ld n ’t n eed  
anyone  to tell h im  th a t  th is  is no t im e  for h im  
to e x p re ss  political am bit ions  b ey o n d  w h a t  h as  
b e e n  th ru s t  upon  h im. A fte r  all, m uch  of  th e  
public  w as  b e s e t  by susp ic ions th a t  the  
D em o cra ts  w ere  p laying politics w ith the  
n a t io n ’s econom ic d esp a ir ,  so F ord  h a d  to 
b e n e f i t  f rom  p re te n d in g  to  b e  ju s t  a country  
boy w ith  no goals  b ro a d e r  t h a n  d isch a rg in g  
with c red it  th o se  aw eso m e  respons ib ili t ie s  
th a t  R icha rd  Nixon fo is ted  off  on h im.

It does  no t  e n h a n c e  public  conf idence  in 
h im  (which a l ready  is a t am  e m b a r ra s s in g  low 
accord ing  to th e  la te s t  H arr is  Poll) for 
A m er ican s  to see  th e  P re s id e n t  fidd ling  
a ro u n d  in 1976 politics while 1975 th r e a te n s  to 
p ro d u c e  one  of  ou r  g r e a t  econom ic debac le s .

Som eone  a ro u n d  th e  P re s id e n t  su re ly  w as 
aw are  th a t  on th e  i s su es  w h e re  M r. Ford  
h im se lf  took a  s ta n d  in 1974, h e  go t  less 
su p p o r t  f rom  C o n g res s  th a n  any  f i rs t- te rm  
P re s id e n t  since C ongress iona l  Q uar te r ly  
b e g a n  k eep in g  score 22 yea rs  ago.

F ord  w on  only 58.2 p e r  cen t  of  th e  
C ongress iona l  vo tes th a t  m a t te r e d  to  h im  in 
1974. Nixon f a re d  w orse  in 1973, b u t  w as  not a 
f i rs t - te rm er .

T h e  d is tu rb in g  th in g  abou t Ford , how ever ,  
is th a t  som e of h is  b ig  losses o ccu rred  w h ere  
h e  took s tu b b o rn  s ta n d s ,  or is s u ed  vetoes ,  on 
m a t te r s  w h ere  h e  knew  he  h a d  to  lose. A

conserva tive  Republican  po in ted  ou t  th a t  th e  
recen t  debacle s  over oil pr ices a n d  food 
s ta m p s  occurred  becau se  th e  C ongress  felt  
F o rd  w a s  i n s i s t i n g  on “ a n t i - p e o p l e  
p ro g ra m s .”  T hese  m e m b ers  of  C o n g ress  
know you don t  help a minority par ty  a n d  you 
d o n ’t  g e t  people elec ted  with p ro g ra m s  th a t  
se e m  to d is reg a rd  callously th e  bas ic  n e e d s  of  
h u m a n  beings .

It all adds  up to a spectacularly  g au ch e  
perfo rm an ce  on th e  par t  of P re s id e n t  Fo rd .  
A nd  w h a te v e r  his g rad es  m ay have  b e e n  at 
M ich igan  and  Yale, it has  revived talk  ab o u t  
w h e th e r  he  is intellectually e q u ip p ed  to  pull 
th e  world s g re a te s t  nation out of  p e rh a p s  its 
second  g rav es t  economic crisis.
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