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FouVe A P a r t  Of  The Solution^ Or  YouWe A P a r t  O f  The Problem

THE

POINTER

by Albert A. Campbeili

Last w eek ,  T H E  T R IB U N A L AID 
new spaper held a telephone interview with 
Reginald Bryant of the  “ Black Perspective On 
the New s”  program  originating out of 
Philadelphia.

In talking to Reginald, we discovered tha t  
so much of our im petus on Black involvement 
is som etim es considered by o ther ethnic 
groups of this country in various ways. 
C o n t ra ry  to  co m m o n  th in k in g ,  B lack  
involvement is not considered by them  as 
radical participation. Likewise, there  is a 
general feeling among others tha t  Blacks are 
totally and completely united in their  efforts 
and s truggles  toward equal opportunities .

This is excellent, but for those  Blacks who 
are not completely involved, there  should a 
word of encouragem ent.  Along with tha t  kind 
of thinking, Reggie also explained tha t  Black 
n e w s p a p e r s ,  or n e w s p e o p le ,  a re  o f te n  
accepted by persons being interviewed. He 
strongly s tressed  that the tim e has passed  
when a Black can show his face and say, “ I 
represen t  the Black com m unity”  and get 
some undeserved  respect.

His point was tha t  Blacks should p repare  
them selves for the task they plan to 
undertake.

My question to him was, “ Do Black 
newspeople get s tandard  answ ers from 
political pe rsonali t ies?”  His answer, “ If the 
Black is well informed on the  subject and has a 
goo d  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  p e r s o n  b e in g  
interviewed, not only does he ge t a candid 
answer but often he will get even more than 
anticipated. However, it depends ,  primarily, 
on the  quality of the  Black n ew sp e rso n .”

Asking him fu r ther  about w hat Black 
newspapers could do for the be t te rm en t  of, or 
to encourage, improve, aid, help, or whatever, 
his news program  which is televised on 
W-UNC, Channel 4 and  Channel 26. H e said 
that our responsibility is to provide a wider 
coverage of news and be m ore  willing to take a 
stand on issues, be they controversial or 
admirable.

Black new spapers ,  in his opinion, play a 
very vital role in d issem inating  information to 
the Black community that would otherw ise  not 
be.

Looking at the  national, political scene, I 
asked his opinion of Black im provem ent, 
politically, and any national rising Black 
elected officials,.

Presidentially Bryant said, that Ju lian  Bond 
appears  at this point, not only to be  strong, 
but favorable to whites as well.

In th e  H o u s e  of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  
C ongressw oman Barbara Jo rdan  epitomizes 
sound and efficient thinking which lends a 
credibility in the House tha t  no o ther  Black 
has offered.

Of course, he said, there  m ust be more 
participation throughout the  nation beg inn ing  
at the  local level from all Black citizens. The 
time has passed  when the  major political 
parties will provide assurance  of envolvem ent 
for Blacks, i .e .,  quota systems.

With these  thoughts  in mind, it now 
becomes apparen t,  that the  burden  of 
advancem ent rest  solely on the  shoulders of 
the recipients.

If we want im provem ents  like any o ther 
a tta inm ent we will have to turn  our palm s 
down instead of up and work for these  th ings 
we deserve and want.
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Thoughts  while fleeing W ashing ton  for a 
b r ie f  vacation:

My old hom e s ta te ,  T ennessee ,  su re  knows 
how to stay in the  limelight. Ju s t  when people 
are about to forget the  “ monkey t r ia ls”  the 
cops in C um berland  Gap, Tenn., a rres t  almost 
100 people from th ree  s ta tes  for watching two 
roosters fight.

But the  federal governm ent e m b arrasse s  
m e even more. I ’ve long argued  the  r igh t of 
governm en t to m ake m anufacturers  produce 
pa jam as tha t  w on’t b u rs t  into deadly flam es if 
a child winks at the  radiator. I ’ve app lauded  
governm ental sa feguards  against TV sets that 
throw out radiation which tu rns  living rooms 
into m inia ture  Hiroshim as. But can I really be  
read ing  tha t  the  U.S. C onsum er Product 
Safety Commission wants to ban  mail-in 
coupons and o ther  advertising  on matchbook 
covers?

Yes, it seem s people tea r  off the  covers, and 
about 9,000 of th em  get b u rned  every year 
striking m atches when th e  whole matchbook 
■catches fire.

Now th e  Safety Commission w ants m atches 
th a t  b u rn  only 15 seconds instead  of the  
p re sen t  30? Even though  I ’m constantly  
cursing  m atches tha t  bu rn  up  to my knuckles 
before I find w hat I ’m looking for.

It all strikes m e as a case  of consum er prote 
tion gone m ade , ju s t  as th a t  nonsense  of be ing  
unable  to sta rt  your car unless seat belts  were 
fas tened  was a case of Big Brother push ing  a 
laudable  effort at auto safety to a ridiculous 
ex trem e.

It also leaves m e th inking th a t  some people 
in tha t  C onsum er Product Safety Commission

Black Perspectives
are fighting ha rd  to justify their  jobs.

All of which rem in4s me of my perplexity 
when a ro tten-egg  smell from the  catalytic 
converter  fills th e  com partm ent of my new car 
when I pause  at the  red  light.

The smell will go away. I ’m told, bu t only 
after th is new device which is supposed  to 
stop filling the  air with old, smog-like 
pollu tants now loads it with su lphates that 
som ebody claim are more dangerous than  the 
sm og w e ’re ge tt ing  rid of.

How come we have to pay a fortune for 
cures before som eone tells us the  cure is more 
dangerous than  what ailed us?

Funny, how Oklahoma Congressm an John 
J a rm an  could be in W ashing ton  24 years and I 
never h eard  of him until he quit the 
Democratic  Party  to join the  Republican party. 
I f igured  th ere  m ust  be  som ething wrong with 
me till I realized th a t  I had heard  nothing from 
him since he jo ined the  Republicans either. 

^  ^  ^

Poor old Gen. Alexander M. Haig, Jr.!  
Nothing bu t em b arrassm en t  since he moved 
from W hite  House Chief of Staff to 
com m ander  of U.S. and Allied troops in 
Europe!

First  he shells out $46.92 when it ’s revealed 
th a t  an “ overzealous”  underling  has had his 
dog chauffeured 100 miles across Germany. 
Then Haig  forks out $91 to repay  the  Army for 
shipping over some vodka and  w ine which

BY CARL I .  ROWAN

were incorrectly labeled “ glassware.
I ’m all for “ post-W aterga te”  morality. I ’m 

especially in favor of Army officers who know 
when th ey ’re doing something tha t  is small in 
cost bu t potentially big in em b arrassm en t.  

Yet, I recall that in my days in government
my inclination was to say, “ — #& your
silly rules. Love me, love my dog! W ant me, 
ship my vodka!”  And I’d have insisted, 
successfully, on the right to have both hauled 
to my destination.

W hatever happened to those  glorious days 
when every red-blooded boy knew every make 
of car by its grill and every c igarette  by its 
slogan? There are so many versions of Chevy, 
Plymouth and Ford these  days th a t  nobody 
can keep track.

And rem em ber when Old Gold u rged  you to 
“ trea t  yourself to a trea t  instead  of a 
t rea tm en t” ? Or perhaps you were inclined to 
“ walk a mile for a C am el.”  And unless you 
really believed that “ Chesterfields -  they 
satisfy” wasthe last word, it sort of broke your 
hear t  when “ Lucky Strike g re e n ” w ent to  war.

Well it isn’t confusing enough th a t  people 
now are smoking “ w h a t’s up fro n t”  and 
“ spring m in t” , but th ey ’ve suddenly  got to 
choose between “ E m b ra” and “ T ram p s”  and 
“ More and only your ad agency knows what 
else.

But one thing for sure. If we d on’t 
stra ighten  out the  economy, th e r e ’ll be  a lot of 
people rum m aging in attics for those 
roll-your-own m achines tha t  they used  to stuff 
w ith Bull D urham .

MONEY MADE IN 
HAS TO BE PUT

THE BLACK COMMUNITY 
BACK INTO THAT COf/MUNlTY

TO BE EQUAL

by Vernon E. Jordan, Jr.

T h e re ’s very little to be  said in 
fa v o r  o f p e o p le  w ho a re  
outspokenly against d e se g reg a t ­
ing the  schools except tha t  they  
are at least  honest  about it.

T h e r e ’s no  m is ta k in g  th e  
feelings of the  people of South 
Boston who hoot at and  throw 
rocks a t black children bused  into 
their  neighborhood. Nor is there  
any m istake to be  m ade  about the  
old-line last-ditch segregationis ts  
who never h eard  of the  1960s and 
cling to their  racism.

But all of th ese  people, however 
m istaken they  may be, however 
vicious the  result  of their  racism, 
is, still say openly w h a t ’s on their  
m inds. That is som eth ing  you can 
deal with -- i t ’s all out in the open.

But th e r e ’s ano ther kind of new 
segregation is t  w ho’s m ade  an 
appearance .  And this b reed  is 
more subtle  and sophisticated 
than  the  old. H e ’ll pay lip service 
to the  ideal of integration. H e ’ll 
even talk a t length  about w hat a 
sham e  it is tha t  schools are still 
seg regated .

And in an excess of dishonesty, 
h e ’ll even condem n those  who thro 
rocks and act in such an ugly 
m anner .  After all, why throw rocks 
or drop your good m anners  when 
th e  s a m e  r e s u l t s  c an  be  
accom plished in o ther  ways.

W h a t  s p u r s  m e  to  t h e s e  
com m ents  is the  most recent -- and 
most b la tan t -- of the  acts of what I 
call the  subtle  segregationists .

The New York State Board of 
Regent is the  policy-making body 
for the  New York State school 
system . It has the  reputa tion  of 
be ing  a liberal body tha t  governs 
one of the  most progressive 
sys tem s in one of the  most 
progressive  s ta tes.  That re p u ta ­
tion is worthless today.

The reason is tha t  the  Regents 
recently issued a new policy on 
integration  that,  str ipped of its 
double-talk, m eans that it is 
adopting  the  South’s old d iscred it ­
ed “ m assive resistance policy.”  
New York R egents seem  d e te r ­
m ined to dem onstra te ,  to their 
sham e, tha t  there  is more than  one 
way to s tand  in the  schoolhouse 
door.

Their policy s ta tem en t is fram ed 
in such a way as to gain support by 
using code words. For exam ple, it 
s t a r t s  o u t  by  s a y in g  th a t  
“ i n t e g r a t i o n  d o e s  n o t ,  by

definition, requ ire  th a t  racial 
quo tas  be  u s e d . . . . ”  But waving 
the  red  flag of quotas backfired. 
The Am erican Jew ish  Congress, 
long opposed to racial quotas, 
quickly condem ned  th e  R eg en ts ’ 
sta tem en t,  declaring:

“ W e have difficulty u n d e rs tan ­
ding how the  ex ten t  of integration 
in a school district, and the 
effectiveness of an integration 
p r o g r a m ,  c an  b e  a s c e r t a i n e d  
without reference  to numerical 
progress  in a school-by-school 
b a s i s .”

I’ve got the  sam e difficulty, and 
I suspec t anyone w ho’s advanced 
beyond the  th ird  g rade  could see 
beh ind  the  R e g en ts ’ double-talk.

“ Racial in teg ra tio n ,”  the  Re­
g e n ts ’ claim, does not “ imply 
q u a n t i t a t i v e  b a la n c e  in all 
schoo ls . . .”

W h a t  in th e  world does it imply 
then?  How can you have racial 
integration  w ithout some sort of 
numerically-fair distribution of 
white  and black pupils?

This s ta tem en t  of policy, which 
will deal race relations in New 
York a terr ib le  setback, was 
o p p o s e d  by  th e  s t a t e ’s to p  
educational authorities, who were  
about to launch a series of 
integration  orders to various cities 
still operating  seg reg a ted  school 
sys tem s.

The s ta tem en t  is also bound  to 
tr igger  similar actions by o ther  
s ta te  bodies e lsew here ,  which 
m u s t  l e a d  to  c o n f r o n ta t io n s  
be tw een  s ta te  authorit ies and the  
c o u r t s .  T h is  is b e c a u s e  th e  
R e g e n t s  a n d  s im i l a r ly - m in d e d  
a u th o r i t i e s  c o n v e n ie n t ly  f o r g e t  
tha t  desegregation  is not th e i r ’s to 
g ran t  or to withhold. It is a 
c o n s t i t u t io n a l  r i g h t ,  o n e  th e  
Suprem e Court has p rom ulgated  
and upheld  in num erous  cases.

There  is no doubt tha t  once the 
courts sink their  tee th  into the 
R e g en ts ’ new policy, it will be  torn 
to shreds.  But th ere  is also very 
little doubt tha t  they  have poured 
oil on troubled  w aters  and have 
m ade  an a lready difficult and 
ten se  situation far worse. Instead  
of help ing  to deseg reg a te  the  
s t a te ’s schools on behalf  of all its 
children, the  R egents  have instead  
provided them  with a civics lesson 
in how officials sworn to uphold 
th e  law can try to evade it.
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