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^You’re A P a r t  Of The Solution, Or You’re A P a r t  Of The Problem  ’
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THE
POINTER

by  Albert A. Cam pbell

The tim e is rapidly d raw irg  near for the  city 
elections. This year, 1975, for the  first time. 
High Point will elect some m em bers to its 
school boa id .

As we all know, the  p resen t school board 
now has 2 Black board m em bers who were 
appointed  by the  City Council. This is in no 
way an indication that the  sam e will happen  in 
the  elective process. I, therefore, subm it to 
the  Black citizens of High Point tha t  the  need 
for locating that “ o n e ”  person or som eone to 
run for the  school board  is upon us.

If for some reason we have been lulled to 
sleep in believing tha t  we will be  rep resen ted  
through the  elective process equally as much 
as we are rep resen ted  through the  appointee 
process, we are sadly mistaken.

As an example, I would like to ju s t  point out 
some of the  shocking and revealing statistics 
that we are going to have to reckon with if we 
are to elect a Black m em ber  to the  school 
board. In the  last election, it was discovered 
that 4500 votes was required  to get someone 
elected to the  City Council. This, the.i, does nt 
have too much of a m eaning considering the  
num ber  of reg is te red  voters in High Point. 
But, when you consider the  low num ber of 
Black reg is te red  votes and the  even lower of 
percen tage  of Black voters, it does create 
anxiety.

H ig h  P o in t  h a s  a p p r o x im a te ly  2600 
reg is te red  Black voters. Keep in mind, th a t  it 
takes 4500 votes to elect! With the  low 
percen tage  of Blacks going to the  polls 
(approximately only 1500 blacks vote), where 
does tha t  leave us???

The above statistic simply says tha t  in order 
for a Black to Be d e c te d  to an office in Hgh 
Point, he is going to have to gain 3,000 votes 
from the  white community! Assuming, of 
course, tha t  he  ge ts  all of the  1500 Black 
votes!

In my opinion, we m ust seek to find a black 
who is popular in the  white community as well 
as in the  Black community. The kind of 
popularity needed  to obtain 4500 votes in this 
city cannot be  acquired in just  the  short filling 
period of an election!

As Blacks, we need to ge t toge the r  and look 
at some of the  realities tha t  we will have to 
face. In addition to finding tha t  “ su p e r”  
person, we m ust popularize him, through 
involvement in the  community, to both ethnic 
groups.

Ih e  tim e is now -  not Septem ber! For if 
tha t  person is to gain the  popularity that he is 
going to need , he m ust now be doing his 
homework. He m ust now be visiting the  
various functions that are coordinated in this 
city. He m ust also be  a proven respected  
person with a deep concern for whichever 
office he will seek. THE TRIBUNAL AID 
would like, in some way, to em phasize  the 
importance of this responsibility. And if 
through the  churches and the  ministers, we 
can locate that person, popularize tha t  person, 
and get the  job done, we can also get that 
person elected.

This, then , should be  our N um ber One goal 
in the  city of High Point betw een now and the  
filing date in Septem ber. If you h a v en ’t 
thought about it -- Septem ber will be  too late 
to think about it!
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Black P ersp ec t iv e s  b y  c a r l  t . r o w a m

At the  Em bassy  of Iran been  too outspoken against South Africa. Hs 
only reason for replacing E asum , the  
Secretary said, was tha t  some tim e ago he 
realized he had  no African policy and no Latin 
American policy, and he w anted  to “ shake up 
both bu reaus  from top to b o tto m .”

“ An incredibly honest adm iss ion ,”  I said to 
myself.

While the  shakeup has been moving along 
in Latin America, K issinger said he  felt 
especially bad  tha t  Africa had been neglected 
-  mostly because  he had  been  too busy 
dealing  with China, the  Soviet Union and the  
M iddle East to give Africa proper attention.

K iss inger said tha t  he  first offered the  job of 
a ssis tan t secretary  for Africa to John 
R inehart, a black officer who has recently 
b een  am bassador to Nigeria  and has been 
n am ed  assis tan t secretary  of s ta te  for public 
affairs. R inehart tu rn ed  down the  Africa post 
on grounds th a t  he  d id n ’t think a black officer 
ought to take  on tha t  job, K issinger said.

The secretary  said he then  tu rn ed  to Davis, 
whom he reg ard s  as one of the  finest men in 
th e  foreign service. He said it never occurred 
to him th a t  Davis would be  pilloried because 
he served in Chile because  “ Davis did nothing 
w ro n g ”  during  the  period when the  Marxist 
reg im e of Salvador Allende was overthrown.

Ju s t  as K iss inger began  the  dialogue with 
rem arkab le  candor in saying he disliked w hat I 
had  written (most bu reaucra ts  would never 
adm it they  had  even read  it), he was frank in 
adm itting  tha t  “ the  whole th ing  was handled  
b ad ly .”  He conceded he and his aides should 
have b een  more aware of African paranoia

WASHINGTON 
the  o ther evening I sat down to d inner with the  
uneasy  realization tha t  only the  dainty wife of 
Rep. Ja m es  Symington separa ted  me from 
H enry Kissinger.

Not much protection, considering tha t  I had 
just  written a column and done a radio-TV 
com m entary  that were  sharply critical of 
Kissinger.

(Why is it I always ge t sea ted  next to 
som eone I ’ve ju s t  given a journalistic  karate  
chop?)

K issinger w asted  not one second in 
a ttem pting  to upbraid  me for criticizing his 
insistence on m aking Nathaniel Davis head  of 
African policy — even over th e  objections of 
just  about every black African foreign 
m inister. K issinger challenged me for saying 
tha t  he had lost his cool in writing a b itte r  
letter  denouncing the  African m inisters for 
publicly criticizing his choice of Davis, our 
form er am bassador to Chile.

Not exactly being a shrinking violet myself, 
th ere  followed an hour of confrontation vastly 
different from the chit-chat one ususally m ust 
suffer at em bassy  dinners.

“ I am obligated to defend D av is ,” 
K iss inger a rgued. “ The integrity of the  
Foreign Service is at stake. If I w ithdrew 
D a v i s ’s n a m e  now  h e  w o u ld  b e c o m e  
unacceptable  in most countries of the  world 
and th e  career of an excellent m an would be 
ru in ed .”

K iss inger denied  reports  in th e  New York 
T imes and e lsew here  tha t  he  sought to replace 
Donald Easum  with Davis because  E asum  had

TO BE EQUAL

by Vernon E. Jordan, Jr.

where anything that smacks of CIA 
intervention” is concerned. He conceded th a t  
if his goal was a bureau shakeup and  the  
institution of a realistic policy toward Africa, 
then  he should have called in the  A n’ican 
am bassadors and told them  this. He should 
have said to them: “ Beside me is Nathaniel 
Davis. He is no ogre. No CIA assassin. Ju s t  a 
good, tough officer who will end the  e ra  of 
neglect of Africa.”  Such a briefing could have 
headed  off that unprecedented m eeting  in 
Addis Ababa where the  ministers in the  
Organization of African Unity tried, in effect, 
to  d e c la re  a W a s h in g to n - b a s e d  S ta te  
Departm ent officer persona non gra ta .

K is s in g e r  w o u n d  up t h a t  d i n n e r  
confrontation with a decision to ask his deputy  
(Kissinger left for the Mideast the  next day) to 
meet with all the African am bassadors  and 
explain to them what the Davis appointm ent 
was supposed to do. And when he g e ts  back, 
he says, he personally wants to say to the  
ambassadors: “ Watch us for a year. If Davis 
and I haven’t m ade great progress in relations 
with Africa, then  criticize u s .”

Though the gesture comes late, it is right. 
A n d  it t a k e s  a sp e c ia l  m e a s u r e  o f 
sta tesm anship  for Kissinger to make it in th e  
wake of all the  criticism he has suffered. It will 
take the  sam e high sta tesm anship for African 
ministers to say: “ Fair enough. W e d o n ’t 
want Davis’s scalp. We want a positive policy 
toward Africa. W e’ll take your word, and w e’ll 
judge  Davis -  and you -  by what he d o e s .”  

It just might be that something good and 
decent for everybody can come out of what has 
been  an avoidable diplomatic mess.

Pay UiiLiTy B i t t s  H eRE

One of last y ea r’s most popular 
movies was “ Death W ish ,”  about 
a man who becom es a one-man 

■ vTgilante  ‘ s q u a d ,  k i l l in g  a n d  
maim ing criminals, lying in wait 
for them , and in general,  playing a 
Superm an role in defense  of public 
safety.

The f ilm ’s popularity tells us a 
lot about the  fear of crime today. 
Crime films have always offered 
fantasy, escape, and delusions of 
r ighteous power bu t never before 
has there  been  a movie that 
resu lted  in such a lust for blood on 
the  pa rt  of huge  audiences.

M any people left the  th ea tre  
willing to set aside civilized 
notions of trial and due process, 
enthusiastically backing the  vigi­
l a n t e  a p p r o a c h  of e x e c u t in g  
law-breakers on the  spot.

This illustrates the  dan g er  that 
the  public ’s fear of crime may 
result in increased toleration for 
v ig i l a n te  a c t io n ,  fo r  p o lice  
e x c e s s e s ,  a n d  f in a l ly ,  fo r  a 
strong-arm  police state .

W e can see  some of this in the  
w idespread  t rend  toward use of 
lethal weaponry by some police 
departm en ts .  As if .38 caliber 
revolvers a re n ’t enough, new, 
more powerful weapons are being 
issued and some policemen want 
h igher caliber weapons besides.

A m ost dangerous aspect of this 
u rban  arm s race is the  new 
popularity of dum dum  bullets 
which rip and tea r ,  leaving 
horrible wounds and which cause 
death  or p e rm an en t  m aiming 
w here  ordinary bullets inflict less 
serious wounds.

In fact, the  dum dum s are so 
extrem ely vicious tha t  they  are 
ban n ed  from use in warefare by 
international conventions which 
the  United States has signed. So 
we a re  in t h e  lo g ica lly  
i n c o m p r e h e n s ib l e  s i tu a t io n  of 
refusing  to use these  bullets 
against enem ies in wartim e, but 
condome their use by police 
officers here  at home.

W hile some police spokesm en 
are  insisting on adopting these  
and o ther unnecessarily  lethal 
w e a p o n s ,  so m e  s t a te s  a re  
c o n s id e r in g  ac t io n  to  m ak e  
dum dum s illegal. I d on’t u n d e r ­
stand  why the  federal govern ­
m ent, which bans them  from its 
war a rsenal, c an ’t ban  them  from 
the  home-front as well.

This is not a m atte r  of coddling 
criminals, or being “ soft on 
c r im e .”  It is the  vitally important

m atte r  of establish ing a rule of law 
and  a moral posture  on the  pa r t  of 
the  s ta te  th a t  encourages respect 
for th e  law.

Some people may think that 
highly-publicized crime can only 
be  stopped  by “ un leash in g ”  cops 
and giving them  more dangerous 
weaponry, bu t such a course is 
more likely to resu lt  in serious 
abuses  of police power, escalation 
of c rim inals’ weaponry, more 
harm  to innocent people, and even 
a h igher  crime rate .

Brazil offers a good example of 
such a cycle. After th e  m urder  of a 
popular police chief back in 1964, 
p o l ic e m e n  o rg a n iz e d  “ D e a th  
S q u ad s” tha t  m urdered  known 
g an g ste rs  in re tribution. The 
m u rd er  b inge has continued, with 
docum ented  cases of convicts 
d ragged  from their  cells to be 
execu ted , petty  thieves killed, and 
in e v i ta b ly ,  m a n y  v ic t im s  of 
m is tk a n e  i d e n t i ty ,  p e r s o n a l  
g rudges ,  or jealousy.

W hat s ta rted  as a c rusade 
against crime and th e  red  tape  of 
the  courts wound up as a reign of 
te rro r  by police officers in some 
cities. It is ha rd  now for people to 
te l l  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  
law -breakers and lawmen. And 
crime ra tes  are still rising.

But tha t  couldn’t happen  here. 
Or could it? A M aine police officer 
was recently b rought up on 
charges of trying to organize a 
death  squad  to kill criminals. A 
Long Island m an was subjected  to 
a search of his house without a 
w arran t and  to personal abuse  by 
police officers looking for a man 
h e ’d never even heard  of.

A scandal buried  by the  news of 
W ate rg a te  last year dealt with 
narcotics raids in which federal 
p o l ic e  s m a s h e d  in to  h o m e s  
without w arran ts , waved guns 
under  peop le ’s noses, wrecked 
rooms, and then  left, adm itting 
they had  the  wrong houses.

W ith headlines about abuses by 
CIA and  FBI operatives, un au th o ­
rized wiretaps, d isregard  of civil 
rights , and o ther abuses by 
agencies sworn to uphold th e  law, 
I w ouldn’t be  too trus t ing  of police 
who claim they  need  m ore power 
or far-out weapons.

Crime can be b rought under 
c o n tro l  w i th o u t  r e c o u r s e  to  
internationally-outlawed w eapon ­
ry, abuse  of civil liberties, or 
tu rn ing  law officers into execu ­
tioners.
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.U g ly ,FLAT-NOSED a  b l a c k , b o r n  a s l a v e  ̂ h e

BECAME THE GREATEST SOLDIER AND POET OF

J H  E o r i e n t / -  R eve re d  by 355.000.0 n  n Mn .

HAMMEDANS O f WHOM MOHAMMED SAIO/'HE

IS THE ONLY BEDOUIN 1 EVER A D M IR E D ..." /

HE BECAME A SOLDIER AT AGE I5<S0 DISTINGUISH­

ING HIMSELF IN BATTLE THAT HE WASSET FREE/ 

EXPERTS FIND HIS POETRY EQUAL TO THAT O f '  

HOMER, VIRGIL AND TASSO/
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