
THE BETTER WE K N O W  US . . .
-fu^elleiiU e; N .C . - I f  you 

are  fam iliar  w ith  B ragg  

B oulevard  in Fayetteville , 
N .C ., you know th a t  th e re  

a re  th o u san d s  of b u s in e s 
ses  o f all types  and  sizes 
s trew n  along th e  s trip  

b e tw een  F t. B ragg  and  th e  
city itself. But w ha t you 

m ay no t know is th a t 
located  on th a t  bou levard  is 

a  B lack-ow ned d rycleaning  
bus in ess  w hich  is c laim ed 
by th e  N ational D ryclean 
ing In s ti tu te  to  b e  th e  m ost 
productive  drycleaning  
p lan t in the  U nited  S tates, 
if  no t in th e  w orld, per 
sq u a re  fo o t-A & H  C lean 
e rs . T he  ow ner of this 
e n te rp r ise  is M arion  Rex 
H arris ,  a  m an  w e all 
should , an d  will, know 

b e t te r  for his story is one of 
“ skill, will and  a  lot of

c o u ra g e”  as s ta ted  by P ete r  

Bailey in his 1970 interview  
of M r. H arris  for Ebony 
M agaz ine .

M r. H arris  is originally 
from  Goldsboro, N.C. 
In s tea d  of going  to college, 

th e  young  m an  en lis ted  in 
th e  arm y w h ere  he  served  

for 12 y ears. It w as 
following his re t irem en t 
from  th e  arm y th a t  his saga  
beg a n . In 1965, a few 

m on ths  a fter  re joining 
civilian life, M r. H arr is  had  
$3,000 in sav ings , a wife, 

th re e  d a u g h te rs ,  and  som e 
ideas  of w ha t h e  w an ted  to 
do. A t th e  tim e, A&H 

C leaners  w as w hite-ow ned 
an d  n ea r  b ankrup tcy . Thw 

ow ner w as convinced by 
one  of M r. H a rr is ’ ex-arm y 
b u d d ie s  who w as working 
a t  A &H to h ire  M r. H arris

by Don
b ec au se  of his Ft. B ragg  

con tac ts . H is office was 

located  in a  tra ile r  b eh ind  
the  c leaners  so th a t  th e  

w h ites  w ould no t know a 
Black m an  w as a  superv iso r 

th e re .  W orking  on a full 
com m ission , M r. H arris  

h ad  th e  bu s in ess  grossing  

$20,000 a m onth  in ju s t  five 
m onths  tim e. H e knew  the  

w hite  ow ner w ould keep 
him  a rou nd  ju s t  long 
eno ugh  to rebu ild  the  

b u s in ess  and  th a t  he 
probab ly  would not g e t paid 
th e  m oney th a t  he  had  

ea rned .  The W ayne  County 
native th e n  collected 
$20,000 ow ed by  A&H 

custo m ers  a n d  kep t it all for 
h im self, te lling th e  ow ner 
th a t  “ it ju s t  ab ou t covers 
th e  am o u n t I ’m d u e .”  It 
w as  a t th is  poin t th a t  Mr.

L. Bailey 
harris  m a d e  his m ove. He 
told the  w hite  ow ner th a t he 
w as go ing  to  se t  up  his  own 
b u s in ess ,  resu lt ing  in the  
ow ner b eg g ing  M r. H arris  
no t to leave A &H and  
ag ree ing  to lease  Mr. 
H arris  th e  bu s in ess  for six 

m onths  with an option to 
buy. T he ow ner w as certain  
no Black m an  coujd run  the  

bu s in ess  d ue  to w hite 
p re s su re .  But upon the  end  

of th e  s ix-m onth period, 
M r. H arr is  bough t the  

p lant, desp ite  th e  fact th a t 
m any  w hite  sa le sm en  and  

laundry  supp lie rs  would not 
sell to  h im  d uring  th e  lease 
period . As P e te r  Bailey pu t 
it, “ The lily-white p a t te r  of 

bu s in ess  ow nersh ip  on 
B ragg  Boulevard  was 
s m a s h e d .”

By J u n e  1968, th ings

w ere  looking good for the  
Black e n t rep ren eu r .  A 

five-year Ft. B ragg  contract 
w orth  approxim ately
$500,000 had  b ee n  acquired  

and  s la ted  to go into effect 
on Ju ly  1, 1968. But on the  

n igh t of J u n e  28, 1968, 
while M r. H arris  was in 
New York for a funeral, 
tra g ed y  struck . A rsonist 

e n te re d  the  building 

th rough  th e  roof, and  
s ta r ted  a gasoline fire 
which totally d estroyed  the  

b us in ess . The place had  an 

e s tim ated  w orth  of 
$370,000 b u t M r. H arris  
had  only bee n  able to get 
$50,000 w orth of insurance 
due  to race . The local white 

pow er s truc tu re  and  p ress  
ignored  the  even t and 
re fu sed  to help in any form. 

The m entally  d ep re ssed ,

financially ru ined  b u s in e s s 
m an w as ready  to give in 
and  sell the  p lant. But hisd 
wife and  lawyers convinced 
him to keep  push ing . He 
sen t his ch ildren  to New 
York b ecause  of th re a ts  

aga inst his family. Then 
with th e  aid of political 
fr iends  and  econom ic help 
of f r iends  in bank ing , Mr. 
H arris  secu red  a 10-year, 
$350,000 loan from the  
Small Business  A dm in i
stration; approxim ate ly  one 

yea r  a fter  th e  fire, the  new 

A&H Cleaners  had  its 
g ran d  opening.

Still o pera tin g  with the  
F t. B ragg  contract, A&H 
C leaners  also h and les  
reg u la r  civilian bus iness  
M r. H arr is  claim s th a t his 
payroll is “ over ‘/jm illion  
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' “ L o s t - S t r a y e d - O r  S t o l e n  ”
E x t r a c t e d  F r o m

T H E  NEGRO ALMANAC 
by Fay  As he

Black history In the W estern H em isphere m ost 
probably begins with the discovery o f the N ew  W orld  
by Christopher Columbus in 1942. Blacks are known to 
have participated m eaningfully in a num ber of later 

explorations m ade by Eiuropeans in various parts o f the 
United States and Spanish Am erica. Facts such as 
th ese  at once fashion a new dim ension for Black history 
within the m ainstream  of Am erican history. Inasm uch  
as one o f the primary purposes o f this feature is to 
record som e historical achievem ents of the Black, it 
becom es m ost important to offer the reader 
chronological accounts through which he can 

conveniently familiarize h im self with the broad sw eep  
of Am erican Black history. The years covered here are 
1492-1954.

tU e  ajj. f976 ,
a  o-l th e

Hlcenten4i.ial 
w^ltU 6.'p.eclal ta  H l a c A

To Enter U.S. Navel Academy

{Historical  Landmarks  
I O f  Black A m e r i c a
I E x t r a c t e d  F r o m  
I T H E  NEGRO ALMANAC
1 by Pay As he

H IG H  POINT - Thom as 
P erk ins  D ela ine, J r .  w as 
h om e over th e  recen t 

holiday period  a fter  s p e n d 
ing ^V^ m onths  a t th e  Navel 
P repara to ry  School in

N ew port, R hode Island. 
M r. D ela ine enro lled  a t  the  

N aval p rep  school in early  
A ugust to  ready  h im se lf  for

en ro llm en t a t the  U.S. 
Naval A cadem y a t A nn ap o 
lis, M ary land . If all goes as 
p lan ned , th e  H igh Poin ter 
should  en te r  th e  Naval 
A cadem y in Ju ly  1976, 
w hen  h e  will work tow ards  
a com m ission  as  a 2nd 
Lieatei'iiint in the U.S. 
Navy.

More Children Eligible 

For Free Lundhes

1492 The N ew World 
N egroes  a re  am o ng  the  

first exp lo rers  to com e to 

the  New W orld. Pedro  
Alonso Nino, identified  by 
som e scholars  as a  Negro, 
arrives  with Colum bus; 
o ther N egroes  accom pany 
Balboa, Ponce de Leon, 
Cortes, P iza rra  and  M en- 
end ez  on th e ir  travels  and  
explorations.

1538 Arizona-New M exico  
Estevanico , a N egro 

explorer, lead s  an expedit-

1538 A rizona-New M exico  

E stevanico , a Negro 
explorer, leads  an exped i
tion from  M exico in to  the  

te rrito ry  of th e  A m erican  
Southw est; is c red ited  with 
th e  discovery of w hat is 
today  A rizona an d  New 
Mexico.

1619 Jam estow n, Virginia 
N egro h is tory  in “ E n 

g lish  A m erica”  beg in s  with 
th e  arrival of 20 Negro 
s laves abo a rd  a Dutch 
vesse l (A ugust 20).

1624 Jam estow n, Virginia 
B ap tism  of William 

Tucker, th e  first Negro 
child bo rn  in th e  English  
colonies.

1642 Virghiia
Virginia pa s se s  a fugitive

s lave o rd er  penaliz ing  
peop le  w ho lend  refuge to 
runaw ays. O ffenders  are  
f ined  20 pounds w orth of 

tobacco  for every n igh t they 
h a rb o r  runaw ays. A ttem pts  
a re  m ade  to d iscourage 
s laves by th re a te n in g  them  
w ith b rand ing . T he le tte r  
“ R ”  is b u rn ed  into the  
fle sh  o f anyone cau gh t after  
a  second e scape  a ttem p t.

1651 North Hampton Coun
ty, Virginia

A nthony Joh n so n , h im 
se lf  a N egro, im ports  five 
s e rv an ts  and  th u s  qualifies 
to receive a  200-acre land 

g ran t  along the  Puw- 
g o te ag u e  River in Virginia. 
O th e r  N egroes  soon join 

Jo h n so n  and  a t tem p t to 
launch an  ind e p en d en t 
b lack com m unity . A t its 
h e igh t, th e  sep a ra te  se t 
t lem e n t  h as  12 black 
h o m e stead s  with sizable 
holdings.

.1704 N ew York City
Elias N eau, a F ren ch 

m an , opens  a school for 
N egro slaves.

1705 Virginia
T he A ssem bly  declares 

th a t  “ no Negro, m ulatto , or 
Indian shall p re su m e  to 
take  upon him , act in or 
exercise any office, eccles
iastic, civil or m ilita ry .”

C ontinued on  Page 2

All public schools in 
N orth Carolina m u s t offer 
free  an d  reduced-price  
lunches  to eligible school 
ch ild ren  u n d e r  a recen t law 
p assed  by Congress , ac
cording to  Ralph W . Eaton, 
d irec tor o f the  S ta te ’s 
School Food Services P ro 
g ram  for the  D ep a r tm en t of 
Public Instruction .

A pproxim ately  92%  of 
N orth C aro l ina’s schools 
are  p resen tly  offering free  
and  reduced -p r ice  m eals, 
Ea ton  no ted , b u t  u n d e r  the  
new  law th e  service is 
m andato ry .

“ T he in ten t o f the  
leg is la t ion ,”  exp la ined  E a 

ton, “ is to  reach  m ore 
eligible children . Children  
of u nem ployed  p a r e n ts ,”  
for exam ple , “ w hose in 
com e level h as  fallen within 
th e  c riteria  se t  up  for 
eligibility can now be 
inc luded in the  p ro g ra m .”

G uidelines  have also 
been  rev ised  to req u ire  tha t 
ch ildren  from fam ilies with 
incom es b e tw een  family 
size incom e level of th e  

S ta te ’s s tan d a rd  for free  
m eals  an d  195% of the  

Secre tary  of A gricu l tu re ’s 
income poverty  guide lines  
be  se rved  free  and  

reduced-pr ice  m eals . This 
is a technical ch ange  in 
eligibility, according  to 
Ea ton , th a t  will have  to  be  
de te rm in ed  by local school 
officials.

A lthough chan ges  in the  

law have  b ro ad e n ed  eligi
bility requ irem en ts .  Con
g ress  has  given  school 
officials th e  righ t to verify 
incom e inform ation  they  
receive on applica tions for

free  a n a  reduced-price  
m eals  if th ey  have cau se  to 
believe it m ay b e  incorrect. 

D uring  th e  t im e the  
inform ation is b e in g  veri
fied, how ever, th e  child 
m u s t be  se rved  free  and  
reduced-price  m eals  based  
on th e  inform ation on th e  
application.

Incom e level charts  and  
gu ide lines  for th e  free  and  
reduced-price  lunch p ro 
g ram  a re  available from 

school lunchroom  m a n a 
ge rs  in C oun ty /C ity  
Schools.

The T. W inga te  A ndrew s 
g ra d u a te  s ta ted  th a t  his 
tim e  s p en t  a t  th e  p re p a ra 
tory school, th u s  far, has  
bee n  a g rea t  experience . 
H e also s ta ted  th a t h e  is 
m ore  en th usias tic  ab ou t the  
Navy since m aking  his 
coinmilnieiU. vVhiie a t  the  
Naval p rep a ra to ry  school, 
T h o m as’ curricu lum  con
s is ted  of th e  basic  courses  
in m a th , science, and  
eng lish . M r. D ela ine said  

th e re  w ere  no disp lays of 
p re jud ice  o r hostility  to 
w ard  h im  a t  th e  p rep  
school; and , in fact, he  felt 
th e  a tm o sp h e re  to  b e  quite  
open  with everyone try ing  
to re la te  to  one ano ther  
b ec au se  th e re  w ere  m any  

nationalities  re p re s e n te d  
the re .

In ex p re ss in g  his 

th o u g h ts  abo u t th e  Navy, 
Thom as s ta ted , “ I t ’s ( the 
Navy) nice to g e t into, b u t 
you work for w ha t you get. 
Noth ing  is han d e d  to you. I 
would recom m en d  th e  Navy 
for th ose  w ishing  to en te r  
technical fie lds. T he offi

cers  tra in ing  is highly 
te ch n ic a l.”  T hom as fu r the r  

s ta ted  th a t  he  has  crea ted  
s tro n g e r  dep e n d en ce  on 
God since enro lling  a t  the  
p rep  school.

(h i

No more substantial testim ony to the role o f the Black 
in the growth and developm ent of America can be 
found than the num erous historical landmarks in 
various regions of the country which are associated  with 

Black Am ericana. Many of th ese - lik e  the Alamo and 
Bunker H ill-a re  not conventionally known as sites  
involving chapters of N egro history.

ALABAMA Tuskegee:
Florence: H andy H eigh ts  Tuskegee Institute 

H ousing  D evelopm ent and  The Ins titu te  is a 

M useum  w orld-fam ous cen te r  for
The D evelopm ent and  agricu ltura l research  and  

M useum  is n am ed  for extension  work. F irs t open- 
com poser W .C . H andy, g(j on Ju ly  4, 1881 with a 

w ho w as born  in F lorence in $2,000 appropria tion  from 
1873. It inc ludes a re s to re d  the  A labam a State  Legisla- 
cabin in which are  ho used  tu re , it consis ted  of a single 

sh an ty , a s tu d en t  body ofandhis piano, trum p et, 
o th e r  m em en to es .

Talladega: 

Talladega College 

H om e of the  first college 
for N egroes  in A labam a, 
Ta lladega w as founded  by 
the  A m erican 
Association as

30, and  one teach  - Booker 

T. W a sh ing ton . T uskegee  
functioned  originally as  a 
norm al school for the  

tra in ing  of N egro  teachers , 
the  first of its kind 

M issionary  e s tab lished  in th e  U nited 
p rim ary  S tates . E ventually  it cam e

The son o f th e  la te  Rev. 

Thom as  D elaine, Sr. an d  
M rs. E thel D ela ine r e tu rn 
ed  to Rhode Island,

(the  ce lebra ted  A m istad
. , , - M urals) . P ro fessor Wood-

J a n u a ry  4 th with hopes of

f in ish ing  the  p rep  school F rance  u n der  the  renow ned 
and  becom ing  a cade t a t th e  o  -t-
n r  xT_ -I A- _ j   I H enry  O ssaw a T anner, and

also a t  th e  H erron  Ins titu te  
in Indianapolis.

school in 1867. Its Savery to specialize in agricu ltural 
Library houses  th ree  fresco  and  m anua l tra in ing , a reas  

pane ls  by H ale W oodruff  which w ere  to m ake both  
th e  school and  Booker T. 
W ash ing to n  fam ous.

U.S. Navel A cadem y, 
u s  all w ish h im  well!

Let

(lett), m em ber ot theHigh Point - Rev. Oates 
Collective Civitan Club o f H igh Point p resents a basket 
of food to M r. George W illiam s o f Jam estow n, who was 
^hm ned_^glM -hls^OW e_t^ day before Christmas E ve._

Mr. W illiam s turned 74 the day after Christm as, ib e  
High Point Collective Civitan Club distributed several 
other baskets during the holiday season .

1776 Honoring America's Bicentennial 1976

In 1882, W ash ing ton  
moved the  school to a 

100-acre p lantation , and  
beg an  a self-he lp p rogram  

w hich en a b led  s tu d en ts  to 
f inance th e ir  education . 
M ost o f th e  early  build ings 
w ere  built with the  aid of 
s tu d en t  labor.

Next to W ash ing ton , the  
m ost fam ous person  to be 
associa ted  with th e  Ins ti

tu te  w as G eorge W a sh in g 
ton Carver, who becam e its 
d irec tor of agricu ltural 
resea rch  in 1896. Carver 
p e rsu ad ed  m any Southern 
fa rm ers  to p lan t pean u ts , 
sw ee t pota toes , and  o ther 
crops in s tead  of cotton, 
w hich w as rapidly dep le t
ing th e  soil. Ultimately, 
C a rv e r ’s research  p ro 
g ram s he lped  develop 300 
derivative products  from 

p ea n u ts  and  118 from sw eet 
pota toes . At one point, he 
even succeeded  in m aking  
syn thetic  m arb le  from wood 
pulp.

Today, T uskegee  covers 
nearly  5,000 acres, and  has  

m ore th a n  150 build ings. 
N otable p laces to visit th e re  
include: the  F o u n d e r’s
M arker  (the site of 
W a sh in g to n ’s original

C ontinued  on  Pace 9


