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The  Prince Hal! G rand  Lodge of Free 
and  Accpeted  M asons  of Nor th Carolina,  
both by tradit ion and  design ,  es te em s  it a 
dis tinct  p leasure  to focus public a t tent ion 
on p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o f  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
perfo rm ance,  in the  various fields of 
endeavor; individuals  who, th rough  their 
excellent works, have m ade endur ing  
contributions  to hum an  uplift. It is in this 
context, th a t  we p re sen t  the  subjec t of 
this art icle: DR. JO H N  RODMAN
LARKINS, Associate Director, N.C. 
Probation  Commission,  Raleigh.

On the  bas is  of his phenom enal  
a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  a n d  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g

contr ibutions  in the  highly  im portan t  area 
o f s o c ia l  w e l f a r e ,  D r.  L a rk in s ,  
unques t ionab ly ,  ranks  as one of this 
s t a t e ’s most va luable  and  effective 
leaders .  Nor has  the  magnif icent im pact 
of his le adersh ip  been  confined to North 
Carol ina.  Indeed,  his f am e as  a social 
worker, as a professional consultant,  as a 
lectu rer, as  an author , and  as an apostle  
of  interracia l unde rs ta nd ing  and good 
will, has  ex tended  far beyond our s ta te  
and  national  borders .  This is e loquently 
a t te s te d  to by the  fact tha t  ju s t  recently  - 
add ing  to his num erous  other  honors, 
received over  the  years  - he w as the

w orthy rec ip ie nt of  a Certificate of Merit 
for “ D isinguished Services in Social 

W e l fa re ,”  from the  publishers  of the  
Dictionary of In te rnational Biography, 

London, England.
A n a t iv e  o f  W i l m i n g t o n ,  N o r th  

Carolina , Dr. Larkins received  the A.B. 
D eg ree  from Shaw University, the 

M .S .W .  D eg ree  from the  Atlanta  School 
of  Social Work. He has  done addit iona l 
s tudy  at the  Univers ity of  Chicago,  the 

Colum bia  Univers ity School of Social 
W o rk  - w h e r e  he  c o m p l e t e d  th e  
req u i rem en ts  for the  Doctorate Degree; 

A&T University, G reensboro , confe rred

th e  Doctor of  Law D egree  upon h im in 

1958. while N.C.  Central Univers ity,  
D urham , aw arded  him the  Doctor  of 

H u m a n e  Letters , in 1697.
The scope of Dr. Lark in ’s in te res t  and  

part ic ipation in the  civic and  cul tu ral  life 
of this area  is reflected in his m e m bersh ip  
on num erous  commissions  and  boards , 
inc luding the  N.C. Advisory Board  of 
Juvenile  Correc tion;  N.C. Council on 

H u m a n  R e l a t i o n s ,  ( V ic e -P r e s id e n t ) ;  
B o a r d  of D i r e c to r s ,  t h e  S o u t h e r n  
R e g i o n a l  C o u n c i l ;  N .C .  R e c r e a t i o n  
C om m ission’s Advisory Comm it tee; the 
S tee r ing  C om m ittee  for a Bet ter  North
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The 1976 Editions of THE TRIBUNAL AID 

will be dedicated to Americans bicentennial 
Celebration, with emphasis on contributions 
our Race has made in the making of America, 
from birth to the present.

In 1976 there should not be a need to lift 
these contributions from isolated sources. Our

past should be interwoven into the fabric of 
our civilization, because we are, except for the 

Indian, America's oldest ethnic minority.
We have helped make America what it was, 

and what it is, since the founding of Virginia. 
We have been a factor In many major issues In 

our history. There have been many misdeeds 

Fay A she, Black

against us, yet we have been able to live 
through them and fight back. This is living 
proof of our history.

Our role in the making of America is neither 
well known or correctly known. Many positive 
contributions have escaped historians and 

have not found their way into the pages of 

History Editor

many history books.
We will strive to give readers, Black and 

white, many little-known facts about our past 
and it is hoped that a proper perspective of our 
history will be of value to persons who may 

believe that as Black People we have an 
unworthy past; and hence, no strong claims to 
ail rights of other Americans.

1 8 6 5 -1 8 7 7  Reconstruction A Gl impse O f  Freedom
Then D isap p o in tm en t

Black history in tlie W estern Hem isphere m ost 
probably begins with the discovery of the New World 
by Clurlstopher Columbus in 1942. Biaclis are known to 
have participated m eaningfully in a number of later 
explorations made by Europeans in various parts of the 

United States and Spanish America. Facts such as 
these at once fashion a new dimension for Black history 
within the mainstream o f American history. Inasmuch 
as one o f the primary purposes of this feature is to 
record som e historical achievem ents of the Black, it 
becom es m ost important to offer the reader 
chronological accounts through which he can 
conveniently familiarize h im self with the broad sweep  
of American Black history. The years covered here are 
1492-1954.

1775
FORT TICONDEROGA 

Black patr io ts  join E than  PHILADELPHIA
A lla n  a n d  t h e  G r e e n  C o n t i n e n t a l  Con-
M o u n t a i n  B oys  in t h e  g re s s  ba rs  Blacks from the 
cap tu re  of Fort Ticonde-  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t io n a r y  
roga .  army.

1775
BUNKER HILL VIRGINIA

P ete r  Salem, Salem Poor Lord D unm ore ,  British 
and  o thers  are  am ong  the governor  of Virginia, offers 
f i r s t  B la ck s  to  f i g h t  f reedom  to all male  slaves  
heroically at B unker  Hill, who join the  loyalist forces.
   -

Hi s t or i ca l  L a n d m a r k s  

O f  B l a ck  A m e r i c a
E x t r a c t e d  F r o m

T H E  N E G R O  A L M A N A C  
by Fa y  A s h e

I— _____________ _____ ________ ___________ — — — — --------------  _  -

No more substantial testimony to the role of the Black 
in the growth and developm ent of America can be 
found than the numerous historical landmarks in 
various regions of the country which are associated with 
Black Americana. Many of th ese—like the Alamo and 
Bunker Hill—are not conventionally known as sites  

involving chapters of Negro history.

ARIZONA, Apache o f  w h i t e  s e t t l e r s  an u
“ Geronimo M onum ent”  im m igran ts  moving into the

G eronim o was  one  of the  Southwest.  Black cavalry-
last A pache chiefta ins to m en  finally escorted  Geron- 
res is t the  oncoming hordes  imo and  his r en e g ad es  into 

* * * e x i le  ' a t  Fo rk  D ic k e n s ,
BIBLIOGRAPHY Florida and , la ter , re tu rned

Drotn ing ,  Phillip T. A with him to Fort Sill, where  
Guide to Negro History in he died.
America New York: Dou­

bleday and  Company. 1968 
Katz, William Loren 

Eyew itness: The Negro in 
Am erica New York: P it t­
m an  Publish ing  C orpora ­
tion 1967

B l a c k  S o u t h e r n  L a w m a k e r s

B a l l o t e e r i n g  B l a c k s
P res iden t  Lincoln repre-  w hen  es tab l ished ,  a ided  could  not  and  would  not

sen ted  the  end  of slavery N egroes  and  im povished accept  this new situation,
and  a g rea t  hope for fu tu re  W hites  by o ffer ing a var ie ty Despite  many  accomplish-
progress .  W hen  the  w ar  of  services . T hese  services  m en ts ,  the  F reem en  Bur-
ended ,  s lavery had  been  w e r e ,  h e a l t h  p r o g r a m s ,  e a u ’s one fai lu re w as  the
abolished  by the  Th ir teen th  hospita ls  and  schools from promotion of m utua l  confi-

A m en d m en t  to the  Consti-  e lem en ta ry  g rad e s  th rough  dence be tw een  N egroes  fos ter ing  social equali ty  by
tut ion. The N egroes  fa i th  college. Nearly a q u a r te r  a and  W hi tes .  The  majori ty  ea t ing  with  Negroes  and
in A m e r i c a  h a d  b e e n  million former  slaves re- of W hi tes  opposed  to the  ad d re ss in g  them  as  M iss  or
s tr en g th en ed ,  b u t  the re  ce ived varying am oun ts  of Bureau , bec ause  the  very Mr,  M uch m ore  tha n  he

w ere trying t im es  ahead ,  education  th rough  th e se  p resence  was a rem in d e r  of f e a r e d  th e  N e g r o ,  t h e  
Before C ongress  es tab- efforts. The Bureau  also a lost war. S ou therne r  fea red  losing

l i s h e d  t h e  F r e e d m a n  s ac ted  as legal guard ian  to The W hi te  Sou therne rs  his  gr ip  on the  wor ld and  a 
Bureau  in M arch  1865, fo rm er  slaves.  w e r e  o p p o s e d  to  t h e  lost of identity,

fo rm er  slaves had  buil t W h e n  t h e  F r e e d m e n  school-founding activities. The  only role the  W hite
schools , churches ,  m eeting  rea ch ed  for land,  educa- fo r  th e y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  South  had  for the  fo rm er  w ere  p assed  in the  fall and

hal ls and  had  gone to work tion, hom es  and  jobs , he N egroes  could not absorb  slave w as  unfo lded in the  w in te r  of  1865-66, The
on th e ir  m a s t e r ' s  aban- found his reach beyond  his book learn ing  and  tha t  B L A C K  C O D E S ,  T h e  CODES w ere: 1. M aking
doned lands.  The Bureau ,  grasp .  M any  in the  South N o r t h e r n  t e a c h e r s  w e r e  CODES w ere  th e  work of

t h e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e s  
w h ic h  h a d  c o m e  in to  

ex istence u n d e r  the  Recon­
struct ion Policies of Lincoln 
and  Johnson .  The  CODES 
were to control the  Negro. 
The BLACK CODES w ere 

des igned  to take the  place 
of  the  SLAVE CODES and

SOUL CITY,  N .  C
S e rv in g  The C o m m u n i ty

A s s i s t i n g  t h e  n e i g h b o r i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  in 
es tab l ish ing  a sound  economic base  has  always  bee n  a 

major priori ty of The Soul City Company. In keep ing  
with its Project A greem en t ,  the  C om pany moved to

ARIZONA, Bonita 

“ Old Fort Grant”
Site of a fort at which 

Black soldiers  were  housed  
du r ing  the  Indian W ars,

Two soldiers  of the  fort, 
Isaiah M ays and  Benjamin 

Ploski, Harry  A. P he  Brown, received Congres-
K aiser ,  E rne s t  The Negro sional  M eda ls  of Honor
Alamanac New York: Bel- 
lu e ther  Companv

while  on duty at this 
s ta tion .

insure the  availabil ity of the  services  necessa ry  for 
qual ity  living in the  community . F our  corpora te  ent it ies  
o ther  than  The Soul City C om pany w ere es tab l ished ;  
The Soul City Foundation ,  Inc.. Heal thCo, Inc., W a rre n  
Regional  P lann ing  Corporat ion, and  The Soul City 

San itary District,
The Soul City Foundation , Inc., was  es tab l ished  in 

F ebruary  of 1969, as a non profit ta x -exem pt 
organizat ion.  Its b road  cha r te r  allows th e  Foundation  to 
" s p in -o f f "  s ep a ra te  or  satelli te  organizat ions  to deal 
with H eal th .  Education . Social Services, Cultura l Arts , 

job T ra in ing , Religious  life, and  Special Projects , 
Because Soul City is " f r e e - s ta n d in g " ,  the  F oundation  
has  the  opportuni ty  to plan for the  fu tu re  in all a re a s  of 
social behavior; the reby  an t ic ipating  and  p reven ting  
p rob lem s before  they materialize.  In its p la nn ing  
process  the  F oundation  works closely with local, s ta te ,a  
and  federa l  agencies .

In education , during  the su m m e r  of 1973, the  
F oundation  es tab l ished  a Learning  Lab which was 

devised  to s tim ula te  the  educational process  th rough  
in tel lectual  and  cul tural  en r ichm e n t  p rog ram s.  Over 
one h u n d red  W a r re n  County  J u n io r  H igh School 
s tu d en ts  bene f i ted  from the  experience . The  W a r re n  
County  educational sys tem  has  also been  the  t a rg e t  of 

a P a ren t  Involvement p rog ram  adm in is te red  by the  
Foundation . P a ren ts  in a local e lem e n ta ry  school have 
been  o rgan ized  as volunteers  to ass is t in c lassroom 
activi ties.

Connec t ing  job tra in ing  and  economic  deve lopm ent,  
the F oundation  received funds  to build  Sou ltech  I, an 
industr ial incubator  facility contain ing  over 73,000 
squa re  fee t  of  office a nd  m anufac tu r ing  space . Soultech 
I will soon be  ow ned  by a com m unity  b as ed  
organizat ion now be ing  fo rm ed  by the  Foundation .  In 
addition, a M anpow er  Ta len t  Bank w as com posed  in 
conjunction  with  a survey  of  W a r re n  and  Vance 

coun t ies ’ em ploym ent bases .  The  Foundation  has
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Contrac ts , pe rsons  of color 
shall be  known as  SER­

VANTS and  those  with 
w hom they contract shall be 

known as  M ASTERS. 2. 
N egro  farm  workers  could 
not leave the  p rem ises  
w i t h o u t  p e r m i s s i o n .  3. 

Negroes  m u s t  be  in the  
services of some W hite  or 
fo rm er  ow ner  who w as to 

be held  respons ib le  for his 

conduct.  4. Negroes  w ere 
fined if they  had no lawful 

em ploym ent.  5. N egro  job 
opportun i ty  w as res tr ic te d  
forb idding  them  to engage  
in any vocation o ther  than  

farm ing  or  domestic  s e r ­

vice. 6. In most ins tances  
N egroes  w ere  forb idden to 

join the  Militia or possess  

f i rearms.
7. Special license to 

p reach  migh t  be required .  

8. In some, s ta tes  and 
com m unit ies  fo rm er  slaves 
m igh t  be  fined or im pr is ­
oned  for com mit ting  any 
insult ing  act or making 
insult ing ges tu re s .  9. ‘‘J IM  
C R O W ”  regula t ions  w ere 
al so  a par t  of the s  BLACK

CODES. M ississ ippi  for­
bade  N egroes  to r ide in first 
class p a s s e n g e r  ca rs,  in 

Florida a N egro  could be 
g iv e n  T H IR T Y  N IN E  
LASHES for en te r ing  an; 

RELIGIOUS SERVICE or 
o t h e r  A S S E M B L I E S  of  
W hi te  persons . 10. In some 

in s tances  N egroes  could 
not test ify  aga in s t  W hi tes . 
I I .  N egroes  w ere denied  
th e  ballot.

T h e  B LA C K  C O D E S  
differed from the  SLAVES 
CODES on som e poin ts.  

The BLACK CODES g r a n t ­
ed  N egroes  the  r ight  to own 
p roperty ,  to m ake contracts  

to sue  and  be  sued ,  to 
t e s t i f y  in c o u r t  c a s e s  
involving o the r  N egroes ,  
and to have  legal  m a r r i ­
ag es .  But they  left t h e . 
N egro in one sense  even 

m ore a t  the  mercy  of 
W hi tes  than  the  SLAVE 

CODES, which had  given 

the  N egro  a t  le as t  the  
p o w e r f u l  vo ic e  o f  h i s  

owner , b e n t  on pro tec t ing  a 
va luable  piece of property .

The S outhern  Legis la ture 

m ade  on fatal miscalcula t in  
in exac t ing  the  BLACK 

COLDES, they  could  no t 
an t ic ipate  th e  opposit ion 
th a t  would  b e  aroused  in 
the  North . To the  S ou th e rn ­
e r  t h e  C o d e s  s e e m e d  
na tura l  and  necessa ry ,  b u t  
to the  North  they  se e m e d  to 

es tab l ish  a modified fo rm  of

Continued On Page 5

1776 Honoring America's Bicentennial 1976


