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EDI TORI ALS
‘You’re A P a r t  Of The Solution^ Or You’re A P a r t  O f  The Problem *

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  IHE *IEWS OF H E  W I I T E I ' S  » E  NOT UW »»S HOSE Of TIE PU PE I ’S

The P o s t -  
Reconstruction

Years 1878-1905

Time Foj;_Action In The Black Communi tv

Cbntinued from Pa^e 1
1866-through 1869, and  by 
1876 the Association was 
running  fourteen  normal 
and  high schools. Following 
exam ples  of o ther denom i­
nations, the  Episcoplains 
founded ST. AUGUSTINE 
at Raleigh, North Carolina 
in 1867.

S tudents  at tending  the 

t y p i c a l  c h u r c h - r e l a t e d  
school or college were 
notable for the ir  eagerness  
to learn. Many were adults 

responding  to opportunity  
no m a tte r  how belated it 
had come. Most of the 

schools m eeting  the needs 
of its s tu den ts  spent most 
of their time on basic 
elem ents  of knowledge.

Although these  schools 
were open to all s tuden ts  
without regard  to color, 
almost no W hite  s tuden t 
was likely to be found in 
attendance .  The s tudent 
body may not have been 
mixed, but the faculty was 

and the  teachers  were 
conscientious and d ed ica t­
ed. The majority of the 
teachers  were female, and  
many w ere Black. Some 
w ere g rad ua tes  of SPELL­
MAN COLLEGE founded in 
Atlanta in 1882, o thers  had 

d e g r e e s  f rom  O b e r l in ,  
Wellesley and Vassar.

A l l  c h u r c h - r e l a t e d  
schools sh ared  the common 
need for money. F o rtun a te ­
ly in the closing decades  of 
t h e  c e n tu r y ,  th e  S ta t e  
G overnm ents  in the South 
and Educational Fou nd a ­
tions es tablished  by philan ­
t h r o p i s t s  in th e  N or th  
becam e available.

The new South became 
sch oo l  m in d e d  a n d  in 
building schools with public 
funds, it was im possible to 
ig n o r e  B la ck s .  On th e  
g rounds that Blacks paid 
fewer taxes, and  the belief 
that the re  w as little point in 
giving him any train ing 
beyond reading  and writ ­
ing, less money was spent 
on the deve lopm ent of 
schools for Blacks. White 
school boards  and  su p e r in ­
tenden ts  es tab lished  s e p a r ­
ate schools which were 
never equal. The sala ries 
and the length of the school 
year differed for Black and 

White. School for Blacks

was often held in church 

basem en ts ,  hired halls, or 
vacant s tores.

T h e  S o u th e r n  S ta t e s  
offered little support  to 
c o l le g e  level w ork  of 
Blacks. The MORRILL ACT 

OF 1862, provided for the 
founding and  m aintenance 
of agricultural and  m ech an ­
ical colleges across the 
nation, but was silent about 
dividing federal funds on 

a r a c ia l  b a s i s .  T h r e e  
Southern S tates  did, how­
ever make available  to 
Blacks a portion of the 

funds received from the 
national treasury.

The second MORRILL 

A CT, p a s s e d  in 1890, 

specifically authorized the 
use of land-grant funds for 
Black colleges; it s ta ted  
that the se  funds should be 
■ 'EOUITABLY DIVIDED" 
between W hite  and  Black 
colleges. Equal division of 

these  funds w ere slow in 
coming, and as late as 1916 
none of the sixteen existing 

Black land-gran t ins ti tu ­
tions w ere offering college 
level work. Black p aren ts  
s u p p lem en ted  the school 
f u n d s  w h ich  th e  s t a t e  

provided. Some gave from 
their  own pockets w hat they 

could, o thers  raised money 
by holding ru m m ag e  sales, 
giving su p pers  and  sell ing 
raffle tickets.

UfHtTBY COULD, FOR A U  
m nH TS , AMD PURPOSES PUT 
HIS 6UNS AWAY, y^VB  ALWAYS 
BetHABLE TO HILL OUR-- 
SELVES BETTBR THAN HE CAN.

f40WWESEHD EACH OTHER 
DEATH m SMALL BA&S.

/ j : .

CLAYTOH RUBY  
UBeOATOR
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TO BE EQUAL

by Vernon E. Jordan, Jr.

Executive Director of tfae'Nttioaal Urban Letgue

INSIGHT: F o r  T e e n s  On l y

by

M il l e r  C a r t e r /  J r .

T hese  givings, although 
m eager  com pared  to the 
to ta l  n e e d ,  w e r e  an 

influence in enlisting s u b ­
stantial contributions from 
grea t educational founda­

tions being  es tablished . 
Some of the se  philanthropic 
a g e n c i e s  w h ich  s h o w e d  
in teres t in Blacks were: 

John  F. Slater  Fund, THE 
• lEAN ES F U N D , T H E  

ROSENWALD FUND, THE 

PHELPS-STOKES FUND. 
A nother agency that e m ­
braced  the Negro in its 
in terest was the GENERAL 
E D U C A T I O N  B O A R D ,  
es tablished  by JO H N  D. 

ROCKEFELLER in 1903.
In addition to gifts from 

foundations. Negro schools 
r e c e iv e d  s u p p o r t  f ro m  
individuals.  One of the 
earliest and most generous  
was ANDREW CA RNE­
GIE.

ALTHOUGH THE EDITORIALS WRITTEN IN 
THIS NEWSPAPER ARE NOT INTENDED TO BE 
THE ONLY ANSWERS TO THE PROBLEMS 
AND CONDITIONS EXPRESSED, SOME PER­
SONS MAY STILL DISAGREE WITH THESE 
THOUGHTS, BECAUSE OF THIS, THE NEWS­
PAPER EXTENDS AN INVITATION TO ANY 
RESPONSIBLE PERSON WHO WISHES TO 
REFUTE THESE EXPRESSIONS TO DO SO, 
AND FREE AND EQUAL SPACE WILL BE PRO­
VIDED.
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OB o o caooooooooooooooooocfl

I have taken  a s tan d  on alm ost every 
i s s u e  t h a t  in v o lv e s  t o d a y ’s t e e n s .  
H o w e v e r ,  I m u s t  a d m i t ,  1 h a v e  
delibera tely  been  avoiding a most 
im portan t issue. One, I feel, th a t  m os t of 
us are  caug h t  up in and  which plays a 
very im p ortan t role in m any of our  lives.

This issue, if you c a n ’t tell by now, is 
d rugs .  M any of you, I ’m sure ,  have been  
w aiting for such an article. Well, here  it is 
a t  last!

D rugs today are  as much a p ar t  of 

society as alcohol bu t  they are used  
mostly by to d a y ’s te en s  r a th er  than  
adults .  T hough teens  are  the  prim ary  
users ,  I c a n ’t let them  bea r  all of the 
b lam e because  m any adu lts  use  it also. 
Society frowns on a teen  tha t uses  drugs; 
but, le t ’s face the  fac ts--don’t we all? 
O lder people use some form(s) of d rug  
alm ost daily bu t  preach  to the ir  children, 
" I t ’s w ro n g !”  W h a t ’s the  d ifference 
b e tw een  a p a re n t  us ing  d rugs  an d  the  
teen  who uses  them ? P aren ts  say, “ I’m 
grown, I can do w hat I w a n t ,”  b u t  w hat 
reason can a teen  give.

Sure d ru g s  are  dange rous  bu t  ‘‘w h a t ’s 
good for th e  goose is good for th e  

g a n d e r . ”  If p a ren ts ,  and  o thers,  can 
preach  it--then why not practice it? Set a 
good exam ple .  ‘‘Lay off the  bo o ze .”  But 

no! Booze is socially accepted . Sure 
everyone does  not drink; bu t then  again, 
everyone d o e s n ’t sm oke ree fe rs,  pop pills 
or do hard  chemicals .

Le t 's  talk abou t  one specific  d rug  now. 

M arijuana! I t 's  the  most popula r  of the 
whole d ru g  line up. M ore people, young 
and old alike, would  ra th e r  smoke ree fe rs  
(m arijuana) than  anyth ing  else. Now, 
le t ’s com pare  ree fe rs  to alcohol. R eefers  
make you high and so does  alcohol. A 
ree fe r  high may last for a couple of hours 
and  then  it w ears  off-but alcohol s tays  in 
the  blood m uch longer. H ave you heard  
nearly  as m any reports  abou t people 
having accidents  b ecau se  of m arijuana as 

com pared  to accidents  a t tr ibu ted  to 
a lc o h o l .  S o m e  sa y  t h a t  m a r i j u a n a  

" s t in k s ” , bu t have you ever sm elled  the 
b rea th  of an alcoholic. How m any people 
do you hea r  abou t be ing  addic ted  to 
m arijuana  as  com pared  to  the  n u m b er  of 

people hooked on alcohol? M aybe this  is 

not a good com parison , bu t b ased  on 
w hat I have ju s t  said , which would  you 
choose?

Alcohol is accepted  all over the  world 
as a relax ing  drink, a social drink, a 

b efo re-d inner  drink, an af ter-d inner  drink 
or ju s t  a drink, period. Some of the  most 
im portan t people in the  world drink 
alcohol in some form or an o ther  and 
everyone knows tha t.  But did you know 
that som e of the most im portant people 
and  som e top officials in the world also 
enjoy som e form of d rugs?  Sure they do! 
They are  hum an , too, with hu m an  
curiosities and  feelings. Someone you 
know, who you probably leas t expect, 
p r o b a b l y  s m o k e s  or h a s  s m o k e d  
m arijuana. It could be mom, dad ,  your 
neighbor, the secretary , th e  boss or even

!iianager--whu knows.

Now com es th e  ult im ate  issue! Should  
m arijuana  be  legalized? Everybody hold 
to th e ir  heads ,  sit  down and  rea d  a little 

at a tim e becau se  w ha t  I say may shock 
you.

YES! I think m arijuana  should, and  
m aybe som eday will, be  legalized. Go 
back to  th e  days of prohibition, w hen  
liquor was facing th e  sam e issue. Law 
fo rbade  liquor to b e  m anufac tu red  and  
sold, bu t  still som eone w en t aga ins t the  

law and  liquor rem ain ed  in circula tion. Of 
course, like m arijuana,  it was b o u g h t  and  
sold illegally. T he re  w ere  m any “ b u s t s ” 
on liquor jo in ts  b u t  th e  people w an ted  it 
so badly  th a t  they got it despite  the  law. 
Soon l iquor w as  legalized and  flooded the  
country and  was socially accepted. 
M arijuana  has  been  th rough  the  sam e 
problem s; b u t  still t e en s  smoke it and  will 
always smoke.

H u m an s  love th e  challenge of doing 
som eth ing  w rong and  get ting  away with 
it. W hich may b e  th e  reason m arijuana  is 

still h e re  today. M aybe if and  w hen  it is 
legalized, it will take away the  challenge 

and th e  des ire  for te ens  to  smoke. 
O therw ise  m arijuana is he re  to  stay.

W h e n  Lester G ran g er  died early in 
J anu a ry ,  litt le a t ten t ion  was paid to  the  
even t and  while some older people 
vaguely  recalled the  nam e, o thers  knew 
n oth ing  abou t the  m an and  w hat he stood 
for.

Tha t in itself  tells us som eth ing  abou t 
th e  sham efu l way contributors  to  our 
ach ievem ents  and  our her i tage  are 
sh u n ted  as ide  and  forgotten , even in the ir  
li fetimes, in th e  constan t p u rsu it  for new 
an d  even  m ore exotic  people an d  issues.

It is especially  im portant , then ,  th a t  we 
take  ad v a n tag e  of  th e  Black History W eek 

ce lebra t ions  to  recall not only Lester 
G ra n g e r ’s contributions, b u t  those  of 
o ther  u n s u n g  black heroes, m en and  
w om en who not only surv ived  th e  days  of 
b la tan t  rac ist oppress ion , b u t  led the 
fight to en d  it, a fight w hose  beneficiaries 
w ere  all are .

A n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  is  th e  
Bicentennial y ear  m akes  it all the  more 
im po r tan t  for the  Lester  G ran gers  of our 

history to  be  b ro ug h t  out of th e  unfair  

obscurity  of th e  p a s t  a nd  res to red  to  the ir  
r ightful place in our na t ion ’s his tory.

G ran g e r  w as  executive d irector of the  
National U rgan League for tw enty  of the  
s to rm ies t  yea rs  in our his tory, from  1941 
to 1961. H e p res ided  over th a t  agency 
th rou g h  a W orld  W ar,  the  deseg rega tio  n 
of th e  a rm ed  forces, th e  K orean  W ar,  and  
th e  beg inn ing s  of th e  so u thern  civil rights  

movem ent,  and  he  did it with dis tinction.

In the  1930s, w hen  all unions  w ere 
suspect an d  blacks w ere  p rev en ted  from 
jo ining th em  bo th  by rac ist who refused  
to in teg ra te  the ir  unions and  by local 
forces th a t  tr ied  to  stop blacks from 

organizing  any th ing  them selves ,  G rang er  
led  th e  fight for unionization of black 
labor.

T h rough  the  U rban L e agu e’s W o rk e rs ’ 

Council m ov em en t he d irected , he 
rec ru i ted  black w orkers to  join unions and 
if  w h i t e  u n io n i s t s  r e f u s e d  th e m  

m em b ersh ip ,  to  se t up union locals of 
th e ir  own. Often, such work m ean t  
r isking his life.

W h e n  w ar  loomed, he w as one of  the  
key m en  who backed Phil R ando lph’s 
plans for a M arch  on W ashington , 
leading  to  an executive o rder opening  
defense  p lan ts  to  black workers. And 
when  th e  w ar  cam e, he helped  se t up 
p lacem en t p rogram s th a t  got blacks into

those  d efense  jobs.

One of his big ta rg e ts  w as  military 
segregation .  How m any young people 
today know th a t  blacks w ere  seg reg a ted  
into sep a ra te  units  up to th e  K o rean  W a r  
in th e  early  50s? It w as  largely th ro ug h  

G ra n g e r ’s efforts th a t  th e  a rm ed  forces 
becam e in teg ra ted ; in 1945 he  conduc ted  
a personal s tudy for the  Secre tary of the  
Navy th a t  resu l ted  in b reak ing  dow n in 
racial b a rr ie rs  in th a t  service.

W h e n  the  S u p rem e Court ru led  school 
segregation  unconstitutional, G ran ger  
loudly backed  th e  decis ion, b ringing  
down his  organization th e  full w ra th  of 

th e  f ru s tra ted  so u th ern  seg regat ion is ts  
whose locally powerful p re s su re s  resu l ted  
in a  dry ing  up  of funds  for som e local 
Leagues . But G ran g er  he ld  firm an d  the  
organizat ion  w ea the red  th e  s torm.

H e  took over a  d eb t-r idden  U rban 
League an d  s h e p h e rd ed  it th rough  one of 

the  m so t  un s tab le  periods  in A merican 
his tory. At th e  en d  of his re ign  the  
League w as s tro ng er  and  m ore  solidly 

en t rench ed  th a n  eve r  before, an d  black 
people h ad  m ad e  significant advances ,  a t  
leas t  in som e small p a r t  th ro ug h  his 
efforts.

M en  like Lester G ran g e r  m u s t  no t be 
p erm it ted  to  fade  in to obscurity . O lder 
leaders  like W a lte r  W hite  of  th e  NAACP, 
the  stil l-active A. Philip Randolph, M ary 

McLeod B ethune,  Paul Robeson, an d  a 
host of o thers  of th e ir  gene ra t io n  m u st  

have th e ir  s tories to ld in the  schools , in 
churches  and  syn ag og u es ,  an d  in civic 
m ee tin gs  at  all t im es  and  not only on 
Black History W eek  ce lebrations.

Lester G ran g e r  once defined  black 
goals  as  “ th e  r igh t to  work, the  r igh t to 
vote , the  r igh t to  physical safety and  the  
r igh t to  dignity  an d  se lf - resp ec t .”  The 
s trugg le  for th ose  goals  is still w ith  us, 
and  by  k eep ing  th e  m em ory of Lester  

G rang er  and  th e  m ulti tude  of o ther  
u n s u n g  black heroes  before  us, w e have 
a b e t te r  chance  of fulfilling th o se  goals.

At a  t im e w hen  so m any f igures  in 
Am erican  h istory a re  d red ge d  up and  
p re sen ted  to  th e  public in B icentennial 
p rog ram s th a t  m ake noble  heroes  ou t of 
s laveowners  an d  moral s ta te sm en  ou t of 
poli ticians of two h u n d red  years  ago, le t’s 
insist on having  the  t ru e  story of 

neg lec ted  black f ighters  for jus tice  told!

N.C. Depar tm ent  Of Human Resources
There  are  an  es t im ated  200,000 North 

Carolinians w ho are  alcohol or d rug  
abu se rs .  Nearly 50 percen t of adm issions  

to psychia tric  hospitals  are  d iagnosed  as 
alcoholics.

As this  prob lem  increases , how does it 
affect the  economy of our s tate?

“ T h ese  and  o ther  perso na l /m ed ica l  
p r o b le m s ,  w h ic h  c a u s e  p o o r  jo b  
perfo rm ance,  cost the  economy of 
North  Carolina over $350 million a y e a r ,”  

said A. Richard Rhyne, occupational 
p rog ram s consu ltan t with th e  Division of 

M enta l H eal th  Services, N.C. D ep a r t ­
m en t of H u m an  Resources.

A pproximately  10 percen t of any work 
force has th e se  problem s, according to  

U.S. D epa r tm en t  of H ealth , Education 
and  W elfare  reports .

At this  time, 125 indus tr ies  in the  s ta te  

h a v e  a d o p t e d  E m p lo y e e  A s s i s t a n c e  
P rogram s to  identify em ployees  problem s 
at the  ea r lie st  possible  s tage , to  motivate 
them  to seek  help, and  to  refer  them  to 

the  most app ro p ria te  service available.

P rofessionals  in the  Division of M enta l 
H eal th  help industr ies  develop the se  
p rog ram s for em ployees  with alcohol, 
d rug s ,  family or legal re la ted  concerns.

M a n a g e m e n t  in  t h e s e  i n d u s t r i e s  
f o c u s e s  on  th e  e m p l o y e e ’s jo b  

p e r f o r m a n c e .  A n e m p lo y e e  w ho  
consistently  does  poor work or is ab sen t  
frequen tly  can be referred  to  an 
appropria te  person  or  agency for help. 
These sources  a re  identified in the  
co m p any ’s Em ployee  A ssis tance  policy.

The em ployer  does not act as a 
counselor, an d  em ployees  are  as su red  
th a t  the  referra l will be  kept confidential,

"W i th o u t  th e  concern of th e  em ployer, 
th e  n u m b e r  of people who are  alcohol or 
dru g  ab u se rs  will grow. They eventually  
becom e a problem  of the  taxpayer, w hen  j

o u r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  
p rog ram s have to take  o v er ,”  said  Rhyne.

“ If indus try  can help us with early  
in tervention , sh o rte r  te rm  tr e a tm e n t  for

th ese  people will b e  r e q u i re d ,”  Rhyne 
concluded, ‘it will m ean  a  b e t te r  chance 

of recovery for people who a re  a  vital pa r t  
of  our  econ o m y .”
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