
THE BETTER WE K N O W  US • •

BUREAUCRACY AND 
GOVERNMENT INEFFI
CIENCY

“ O u r  g o v e r n m e n t  in 

W a s h i n g t o n  now  is a '  
hor rib le  b ureaucra ti c  mess.  

It is d isorgan ized , wasteful,  
has  no purpose; and  its 
policies — when they exist -  
a re  incomprehensib le  or 
dev ised by special in teres t 
g ro ups  with little r ega rd  for 
the welfa re of the  average  
Amer ican citizen. This is 

not an inheren t,  unavoid 
able aspec t  of governm ent.

“ W e  m u s t  g iv e  top  
priority to a drastic and

thorough revision of the  

federa l bureaucracy , to its 
b u dg e t ing  sys tem, and  to 
the  pro cedures  for analyz 
ing the  ef fec tiveness  of its 
many varied  services. Tight 
bus iness- like m a n ag em en t  
and  p lann in g  techniques  
m ust be  in s ti tu ted and 

m ain ta ined , utilizing the 
full au thority  and  personal 

involvement of the  Pres i
d en t  himself.

BUSING 
“ I do not favor m a n d a 

tory bus in g  of children from 
their  own home com m uni
t i e s  to  d i s t a n t  s c h o o ls

aga in s t the  wishes  of the  the  d isadvan tages  of man- 
children . This well-inten- datory, wholesa le  bus ing.

‘Dur ing my adminis tra-tioned  idea  has  con tr ibuted 
little to the  equalizat ion of 

e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  
has  often resu lt ed  in a 

d ec reased  level of in teg ra 
tion over  the  long te rm,  and 

has  div ided an d  s idet racked 
our  efforts toward im prov
in g  e d u c a t i o n  fo r  all 

chi ldren.  It is a simplistic 
a n d  o f t e n  u n s u c c e s s f u l  

approach to an  ext remely  
com plex  problem. It is 

possible  to devise a plan 
which provides many of the  
benefit s  an d  avoids many of

t ion  a s  G o v e r n o r ,  we 

evolved in Atlanta,  with the  

cooperat ion and  approval  of 
the  federa l courts,  the black 

a n d  w h i t e  c o m m u n i t y  
leaders , and  black and 
white pa ren t  groups , a 
bus ing  system which works 
as  well as any in the  nation. 

It has  four basic el em ents .  
First of all, any child who 

des ires  to b e  bu sed  can be  

b u sed  to an o th er  school at 
public ex pense .  Second, 

the  bus in g  m us t result in

i n c r e a s e d  i n t e g r a t i o n .  
T h i r d ,  m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s  
m ust be  adequate ly  r e p r e 
s e n t e d  in p o l icy  a n d  
adm in is tra tive  positions  to 
in sure fair allocation of 

buildings , supp lies, and 
educat iona l opportunit ies  
to all children. And fourth, 
no child is involuntarily 

b used  to a school outside 
the  hom e co m m u n i ty .”  

W hen  I 'm  President , 1 
will be sworn to upho ld  the  

law and  if Federa l Courts  

rule  differently from w hat 1 
believe , I will suppor t  the  
court.

FEDERAL JUDICIAL 
REFORM

“ The Attorney General  
of  this nat ion m us t be 
rem oved  from politics and 
given the  full preroga t ives , 

i ndependence ,  and  au th o 
rity of his or her  own office, 
plus th ose  al lotted t e m p o 
ra r i ly  to  t h e  S p e c i a l  

P r o s e c u t o r  d u r i n g  th e  
W a te rg a t e  scandals . The 
Attorney Genera l shou ld  be 

appoin ted  for a specific 
per iod of time and  should 

be  rem oved  from office only
Continued on Page 3
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T H E  N E G R O  A L M A N A C  
1) y F a y  A s h e

The 1976 Editions of THE TRIBUNAL AID 

will be  ded icated  to Am erica’s bicentennial 

Celebration , witii em phasis  on contributions 

our Race has m ade  in the  m aking of America, 

from birth  to the  p resen t.  ,

In 1976 th ere  should not be  a need  to lift 

these  contributions from isolated sources. Our

past should be interwoven into the  fabric of 

our civilization, because we a re , except for the 

Indian, A m erica’s oldest ethnic m inority.

W e have helped  m ake Am erica what It was, 

and  w hat it is, since the  founding of Virginia. 

W e have been  a factor in m any m ajor issues  in 

our history. T here  have been  m any m isdeeds

ag a inst us, ye t we have been  able to live 

th rough  them  and fight back. This is living 

proof of our history.

Our role in the  m aking of Am erica is neither 

well known or correctly known. M any positive’ 

contributions have escaped  historians and  

have not found their way Into the  pag es  of

Fay Ashe, Black History Editor

m any history books.

W e will strive to give read e rs .  Black and 

white, m any little-known facts about our p as t 

and  it is hoped th a t a p roper perspective of our 

history will be of value to persons who m ay 

believe that a s  Black People we have an 

unworthy past;  and  hence, no strong  claims to 

all righ ts  of o ther Am ericans.

THE P O S T - R E V O L U T I O N A R Y  PERIOD
Social  I m p r o v e m e n t  A nd  In d e p e n d e

bM to a a e

BIsok history ta the Western Hemlgphere jBost 
probably begins with the discovery of the New World 
by Christopher Colambus in 1942. Blacks are Imown to 
liave participated caeanlngfiilly In a number of later 
explorations made by Europeans in various parts of the 
United States and Spanish America. Facts such aa 
these at once fashion a new dimension for Black history 
within the mainstream of American history. Inasmuch 
as one of the primary purposes of this feature is to 
record some historical achievements of the Black, it 
becomes most important to offer the reader 
chronological accounts through which he can 
conveniently familiarize himself with the broad sweep 
of American Black history. The years covered here are 
1492-1954.

1793: MULBERRY GROVE 
GEORGIA

As the  e igh te en th  century  grew to a 
close, the re  was a beginning  of genuine  

racial consciousness . For the first time in 
our history, because  of the  war. Black 
men who had  been  held in one place 
moved about , som et im es  in considerable 
num bers .  They were  free  to exchange 
ideas with men from o ther  places, and 
because  of unit s formed  during the war, 
they becam e ac cus tomed to being 
toge th er  and ac ting toge ther . Because of 
the war  the re  had to be some political and 
social advances  for Blacks,

The re  was an organ ized  effort to 
improve the  social conditions of Blacks. 
On Jan u a ry  1, 1794 delegates  from nine 
societies organ ized  in Philadelphia, the 
AMERICAN CONVENTION OF ABOLI
TION SOCIETIES. Some of the  s tate 
organ izat ions  were  very active and 
in teres ted  in cases  that came before the 
courts. The various  b ranches ,  however, 
were not satisfied with mere  liberation of 
B la cks ,  a n d  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  didco s t  m e  t h o u s a n d s

dollars for the  labor and  anyth ing  they could for the  promotion of 

su s ten an ce  of tree  men,  welfare  of Blacks in thei r respect ive 

Eli W hi tney  p aten ts  his " h i c h  1 might have saved  communit ies . Each society was expected
invention of the  cotton gin. purchase  of Negroes  to report to the convention the  n u m b e r  of

at times  when they w ere  tVeedmen in its S ta tes  and  on their
very cheap. em plo yment and conduct.1794: PHILADELPHIA

Dedication of the  First 
A f r ic a n  C h u r c h  of  St.  

Thom as , the  first Negro 
Episcopal congregat ion  in 
the  United States.

1794: PHILADELPHIA

Uuring this post-revolu tionary period 
Blacks had to seek ways to secure  for 

th emselv es  a m easu re  of independence . 
One of the  first Blacks to make the  search  
for a form of intellectual and  spiritual 
in d ependence  was JUPIT ER H AM M ON, 
a slave on Long Island. HAM M ON  was 
grea tly  in lluenced  by the  writing of 
Charles  Wesley  and William Cowper . In 

1761 he pub li shed  “ AN EVENING 
TH OUGHT. SALVATION BY CHRIST 
WITH PEN ETENTIAL C R IE S " .  In 1778 
he publ ished a twenty-one s tanza poem 
■TO MISS PHILLIS W H EA TL EY ".  

These  were  the  first composit ions pr in ted 
by a Black within the  limits of the  United 
States . For a long time these  works were  
eclisped by the  works of PHILLIS 
WHEATLEY.

PHILLIS WHEATLEY, an o ther  Black 
in search  of intellectual independence  
was born in Senegal, on the  W est  Coas t 
of Africa, about 1753, and  b rough t  to 
Boston on a slave ship in 1761.

PHILLIS becam e the  special s ervant for 
Susannah W heatl ey  and  was tau g h t  to 
read by a d au g h te r  in the  family. Wi thin a 

few yea rs  she was composing  verses . In 
1773 she  w en t to Eng land  to ca re for 
N a t h a n i e l  W h e a t l e y ,  a n d  w h i le  in

England a r ran g e m en t s  were m ade  to 
publi sh her  little book “ POEMS ON 

VARIOUS S U B JE C T S"  and “ RELIGION 
AND M OR A LS".  O ther  poem s were 
written,  am ong  th em  “ LIBERTY AND 
P E A C E " .  H e r  ach ievem ents  helped  the  
cause  of Blacks.

BENJAMIN BANNEKER was the  first 
Amer ican Black to challenge the  world by 
the in d e p en d en t  power  of his intellect. 
Having  an inventive mind. BANNEK ER 
made a clock tha t not only kept  time but 
also st ruct the  hours.  In 1789 when  a 
com miss ion was appoin ted  to survey 
Federa l Territory, la te r the  District of 
Columbia, Banneker  becam e a m em ber  

of the group. In 1791 he b egan  to issue a 
ser ie s  of A lmanacs . BANNEKER was 
referred  to at home and  abroad as proof 
of the  INTELLECTUAL CAPACITY OF 

BLACKS.
GUSTAVUS VASSA was not an 

Amer ican Black, Vassa was born in Benin 
in 1745 and  at an early age  he was 
k id napped  and taken to America.  He 

worked on a Virginia planta tion and  later 
b ecam e a se rvan t of a British Naval 
Officer. Vassa  saved money while in the  

service of a Philade lphia merchan t to 
p u rch ase  his f reedom . Later he  went to
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Allen of the  Bethel Church ,

a Negro  Methodist  Ep isco
pal Church . Allen and 
Absa lom Jo n es  are  well 
known to the citizens of 
Philadelphia , having been 
c om m en d ed  by the  mayor 
for organ izing  Negroes  to 

m inis te r to the sick and 
bury the  d ead  dur in g  an 
outb reak  of yellow fever.

1795: VIRGINIA

George  W ash ing to n  a d 
vert ises  for the  re turn  of 

one of his slaves al though 
he stipula te s  tha t the  notice 
for his ret rieval  not be  run 

North of Virginia. This 
sam e year, J ohn  A dams 
w r i t e s :  “ I h a v e  n e v e r
owned a Negro or any other  
slave (even) when  it has

No more substantial testimony to the role of the Black 
in the growth and development of America can be 
found than the numerous historical landmarks in 
various regions of the country which are associated with 
Black Americana. Many of these-llke the Alamo and 
Bunker HUI—are not conventionally known as sites 
involving chapters of Negro history.

ARKANSAS: HELENA 
The Battle of Helena

Among the  defenders  of 
this Mississ ippi River port 
w here  m e m b ers  of the  2nd 
Infantry Reg iment of Afri

can Descen t.  Black soldiers 

fough t shoulder  to shou lder  
with whi tes  in repulsing  a 
confedera te  s iege of the  
city in Ju ly  1863. The 

exper ience  of one Black 
unit sta t ioned th e re  - the  
56th U.S. Colored Troops  - 
is typical of many which 

conf ronted  Negroes  during

the  war . D isease was an 

even more pote nt enemy 
t h a n  c o m b a t .  O n ly  a 
handful of men lost thei r 

lives as a resu lt  of arm ed  

conflict,  w hereas  literally 
h u n d red s  fell victim to 
d is ea se  and poor medical 
t rea tm en t .

ARKANSAS, Little Rock 
P hilander  Smith College

O pen ed  in 1877 u n de r  

the  sponsorship  of the  

M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  
Chu rch ,  P hilander  Smith 

( then  known as W ald er  
College) was ren a m ed  five 
y ea rs  la te r  a f ter  receiving a 
la rge donat ion which e n 
a b l e d  m e  s ch o o l  to 

c o n s t r u c t  a p e r m a n e n t  
brick edifice.
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P H IL L IS  WHEATLEY

*%r It

PRINCE HALL

BENJAMIN BANNEKER

nee
England  w here  me m ade  his home. He 
jo ined  the  Anti-Slavery movem ent and  in 
1790 p re sen ted  to P ar li ament a petition 
for the  suppress ion  of the  slave trade.

In 1789 Vasa pu bli shed  in two volumes 
“ T H E INTERESTING NARRATIVE OF 

T H E LIFE OF OLOUDAH EQUIANO, OR 
GUSTAVUS VASSA".  In his nar rat ive he 
vigorously condem ns  the  Chris tians  for 

thei r en s lav em en t  of Blacks. Only a 
pers on  who had  achieved  a m easu re  of 
p e r s o n a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e  co u ld  h a v e  
con dem n ed  slavery in the  l anguage  used  
in this Narrative .

PAUL C U FF E  was  one of the  mos t 
o u ts ta nd in g  Blacks during  the  p os t 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e r i o d  to  s e a r c h  fo r  

e c o n o m ic  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  g r o u p  
sel f-respec t. H e was born on one  of the  

El izabeth Is lands n ea r  Bedford,  M a s 
s achuset ts ,  his fa th er  was an African and 
his m other  was  of Indian descent.

Still in his you th , he  p er s u ad ed  his 

b ro th ers  to drop  the ir  f a th e r ’s slave nam e 
and  use his Chris ti an  n am e  for their 

s u r n a m e .  I n t e r e s t e d  in n a v i g a t i o n  
C U FFE bec am e  a sailor on a whal ing 
vessel w hen  he was  only six teen  years  of 
age , and  at twen ty  he w en t into bus in ess  
for himself.  Afte r some misfor tunes  he 

was ab le to p u rch ase  a good-s ized 
schooner,  and  by 1806 he was the  owner  

of one  ship, two brigs,  and several  

smal le r vessels , b es id es  considerable 
proper ty  in houses  and  land. In the  
History of Black Amer icans , PAUL 

C U FF E is r em e m b e re d  primari ly  for 
three  th ings: (I)  In 1780 he and  h i s ,  
b ro the r  John ra ise d  ques tions  about 

pay ing  taxes  in M assach u t tes  when  
Blacks were  d en ied  the  privi lege of 
voting, as a result ,  Blacks were given the  
s uffrage  in the  s ta te  in 1783. (2) W he n  a 
school was nee ded  near  his home, 

CU FF E at his own ex pense  built  a school 
for th e  children  in the  vicinity. (3) In 

1815, C U FF E  took nine  families with him 
to S ierra Lenone at  his ex pense ,  hoping  
tha t he might improve the ir  condi tions.

PRINCE HALL, was the  son of an 

Engl ishman and  a mula tto w om an  of 
Barbados.  At the  age  of 17 he  worked his 

way from Bridgewate r ,  the  capital of  the  
Island, to Boston. In M assa ch use t t s  he 
was im pressed  by the  lowly s ta te  of the  
people  and  he worked  to impro ve the ir 

welfare . H e en te red  the  M eth od is t 
minist ry and  took a firm s tand  on all 
ques tions  relat ing to f reedom and  justi ce.

In 1775, af ter  vain a t tem p ts  to ge t 
recognit ion from the  Amer ican  M asonic 
Bodies, PRINCE HALL and  fourteen  
o ther  Blacks initiated in a British Army 

Lodge a t tached  to the  r eg im en t  sta t ioned 
n ea r  Boston. In M arch  1784, the se  men 

app lied  to the  G rand  Lodge of Eng land  
for a w arran t.  The  w ar ran t  was is sued  th 
f o l lo w in g  S e p t e m b e r  to  “ A F R IC A N

Contlau*d oa Vac* *

1776 Honoring America's Bicentennial 1976
iPta o a i


