
THE BETTER WE K N O W  US • • •

STATESVILLE-After  ret iring from 44 
yea rs  of teaching  school, Mrs.  Je tt ie  

D a v id s o n  M o r r i s o n ,  o f  S t a t e s v i l l e  
con t inued  her  drive in aiding her  
fellowman. Ret irem ent really m ean t  a 
ch ange of direction, for now church and 
communi ty  work are  here  priorities.

She b egan  teaching  in 1926 at Piney 
Grove School in Harmony, N.C., prior to 
her  18th bir thday.  From there,  Mrs. 

Morrison ta ugh t  in various  o ther  schools 
throughout Iredell Coun ty  while s pending  
IS yea rs  as supervisor  to the  then  Negro  

schools in the  county system.
Mrs.  Morr ison,  in reflect ing upon her  

yea rs  of teaching  school when asked 
about the  changes  in the field of 
education , slowly and  carefully a n 
swered ,  “ Seeing  so many phases  of

teaching , I believe that the  concep t of 
team teaching  is the  b ig gest change. I 

like it, Also special educat ion has  been  a 
big as se t to ed u c a t io n .”

W hen  Mrs.  Morr ison  re ti red in 1970, 
her  eighth  g rade  class of T routman 
Jun io r  High School, along with school 

officials and  fellow teachers  surp r is ed  her 
with a farewell par ty . At the  time Tom 
Poston, Iredell County  School s u pe r in 

tenden t,  p re sen ted  an inscr ibed silver 
revere  bowl to he r  honor  for " m a n y  years  

of concerned d ed ica t ion"  to the  s tu den ts  
of Iredell County.  Receiving the  bowl, 
Mrs.  Morr ison tearfully exc laimed, "T h is  
is jus t  too m u c h ."

Now that time permits , Mrs.  Morrison 

spends  her  time, when  not knitting, 
working in her  church and community.

She is a m e m b e r  of Scotts Chapel  United 
Methodist  Church . She has  served  as 
confe rence  pres id en t of the  W o m a n ’s 
Society of Chr is tian  Service for the  North 
C a r o l in a - V i r g i n i a  C o n f e r e n c e  of  th e  
Cent ral  Jurisdic tion . Also since the 
m erg er  of the  Black and  white churches, 
she has  serv ed  on the  W este rn  North 
Carolina Conference , working with the 
Ecumenical  Commit tee .  Locally, she  is 
coordinator of ch i ld ren 's  ministry.

Mrs.  Morrison is one  of those persons  
whom one natu ral ly  thinks  of when  one 
thinks of the  North  Carolina-Virginia 
C o n f e r e n c e .  S h e  h a s  c o m p le t e ly  

rep re sen ted  her  conference  as Secre tary 
of Ch il d ren 's  Work and  as Vice-Pres i

den t.  To th ese  offices she  gave  the  same 
kind of in teres t,  devotion, service and

time that she  has  given to all of her 
endeavors .

Mrs.  Morrison has  traveled across  the 
country in the  in te res t of the  W om an 's  
Society. She has  ac cepte d  the  invitation 
and  answ ered  the  call of the  Society on 

every level, from the  local to the  division, 
to a p p e a r  in various  places  and areas  and 
to give of her  services.

Mrs.  Morr ison, who presen t ly  res ides  
at 204 E. T u rn e r  Street ,  Statesville, is the 
widow of the  late Char les  Morr ison,  
village blacksmith at Stony Point for 50 
years.

Be continuous ly active and concerned , 
Mrs.  J e t t ie  Davidson Morr ison, is most 

worthy of knowing, for the  b e t te r  we 

know her , TH E BETTER W E K NO W  US.
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I B I C E N T E N N I A L
BLACK HISTOR Y

[ “ L o s t - S t r a y e d - O r  S t o l e n  ”
g W lC ^ p o o o o o o o o o c a < p o o o o o c^oo o^^fc^

The 1976 Editions of THE TRIBUNAL AID 
will be dedicated to America's bicentenniaj 

Celebration, with emphasis on contributions 
our Race has made In the making of America, 
from birth to the present.

In 1976 there should not be a need to lift 
these contributions from isolated sources. Our

past should be Interwoven Into the fabric of against us, yet we have been able to Hve
our civilization, because we are, except for the 
Indian, America's oldest ethnic minority.

We have helped make America what It was, 
and what it is, since the founding of Virginia. 
We have been a factor In many m ^or issues in 
our history. There have been many misdeeds

through them and fight back. This Is living 
proof of our history.

Our role in the making of America is neither 
well known or correctly known. Many positive 
contributions have escaped historians and 
have not found their way Into the pages of

Fay A she , Black H istory  E ditor

many history books.

We win strive to give readers, Black and 
white, many little-known facts about our past 
and It is hoped that a proper perspective of our 
history will be of value to persons who may 

believe that as Black People we have an 
unworthy past; and hence, no strong claims to 
all rights of other Americans.

T H E  B L A C K  F A M I L Y
PART II

Black history In th e  W estern  H em isphe re  n iost 
probably beg in s  w ith th e  discovery of the  New W orid 
by C hris topher Colum bus in 1942. Blacks are  know n to  
have partic ipa ted  m eanlngfnlly  in a  noml>er o f la te r  
explorations m ade by E uropeans  in various p a r ts  of the  
U nited  S ta tes  and  Spanish  A m erica. Facts  such  aa 
th e se  a t  once fashion a  new  dim ension  for Black history 
within th e  m a instream  of A m erican  history . Inasm uch  
as  one o f th e  p rim ary  pu rposes  of tills fea tu re  is to  
record  som e historical ach ievem ents  o f th e  Black, it 
becom es m ost im portan t to offer th e  rea d e r  
chronological accounts th rough  which he  can 
conveniently  fam iliarize h im se lf  w ith th e  b road  sw eep 
of A m erican  Black history . The yea rs  covered  h e re  a re  
1492-1954.

FRUSTRATION, HERITA G E 
Years  of  frus trat ion  of  futility.
Life of a w oman, black, ju s t  like me.

Seeing  h er  h u sband ,  watching  his face,
As he  tolls without  ga in ing  his right ful place.

No place  for he r  h u sb an d ,  d e a f  ea rs  to his plea, 
Denied for the  reason, h e ’s black, ju s t  like me. 

Though  they set  the ir  goals, the ir  s tan da rds  high, 
The ir  pla ns  for a li fetime whither  and  die.

She p re tend s  not to notice the  pain  th a t  shows there,  
As she  watches  his eyes  try to hide  his despai r .
She nu rses  his ch ildren  on the  milk of th e ir  p lans,
A vision for the ir  fu tu re  above any m a n ’s.

1803: INKW YORK CITY 

B la ck s  of  N ew  York 
a c tu a l ly  s u c c e e d e d  in 
bur in g  par ts  of the  city and

CALIFORNIA,
FOLSOM  LAKE:

“ N egro  B ar”  M aker 
Folsom Lake now covers 

in d e s t r o y i n g  s e v e r a l  the si te of an old mining 
hom es.  Some are  a r res ted ,  camp anonymously  associ- 
but o th ers  rem ain  at la rge a t e d  w i th  b la c k  g o ld  

until they are  caught and  miners . Remains  of these  
convicted of arson, int rep id  p ioneers  have been

1804: OHIO rebur ied  at nearby  Mormon

T h e

en acts  the  first of t h e f l  
“ Black Laws'

the rights  and  movem ents  j #  i i •  I
O f  B lack  A m e r i c a  j
No m ore substan tia l testim ony to the  role of the  Black 

in th e  g row th  and  deve lopm ent of A m erica can  be 
found than  th e  num erous  h istorical landm arks  in 
various regions of th e  country w hich a re  a ssocia ted  w ith 
Black A m ericana. M any of th e se - l lk e  th e  A lam o and 
B unker H iU -are  no t conventionally known a s  sites  
involving chap te rs  of Negro history .

families with fem ale s  as 
h ead  of th e  family. This 
condi tion is the  resul t of 

e c o n o m ic  i n s e c u r i t y  of  
men  and  iliegitmacy.

T he re  is also in the  

“ lower -cl ass”  a “ church 
c e n te r e d ’’ core of families 
tha t endeavor  to mainta in  
s t a b l e  f a m i ly  r e l a t i o n s  
d e s p i t e  t h e i r  e c o n o m ic  
insecurity.

Occupa tional  differenti
ation of the  Black popu l 

ation in Northern  city has  
m ade  possib le  the  e m e r 

g e n c e  o f  a s u b s t a n t i a l  
middle-c lass . The middle  
class is comprised  largely 
of clerical workers  and  

p e r s o n s  in t h e  s e r v i c e

A fu tu re  of joy, of success , and  of hope,
Is not for the se  chi ldren,  they  too, m u s t  grope,
Through a life of f rus tra tion, of futility,

For they  too, m us t pay. Since th e y ’re black, ju s t  like 
me.

Migra tion of Blacks to background and  ignorance , occupat ions  also profes- 
Northern  Cities has  result - the  Black man  en te red  sional workers  and  b u s i 
ed in much disorgan izat ion mode rn  indus try  as an n essm en .  Perh ap s  the  most 

in t h e  B lack  f a m i ly ,  unskilled worker.  These  im por ta n t addi tion to the
, , , „  B e c a u s e  of  a r u r a l  Blacks were  am ong  the  m i d d l e  c l a s s  f a m i ly  in

O h io  l e g i s l a t u r e  Island Pionee r  Cem ete ry .  ... , , ■;
°  —  ^ -----           ,  lower-class families  and  Northern  Cities has  been

families of Industr ia l work-
th e  e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  S k i l l edres tr ic ting  iHistorical Landmarks '  l a r g e  e x t e n t

I
s ta tes  soon follow suit.  __      _ _ _ _ _ J  found a la rge propor tion of head  of the family has  the  wife.
(Illinois, Indiana and  Ore

sufficient economic securi ty  Although th e  h u s b an d  or c o m p l e t e l y  s u b o r d i n a t e ,
to play the  conventional fa ther  in the  middle-c lass T h e r e  is a s p i r i t  of

de te r io ra ted  areas.  In this workers.  Am ong  this occu- role of provide r  for his Black family is recogn ized  democracy  in the  family
“ lo w er-c lass" ,  could be pational^ class the  male family withou t the  aid  of as the  head  of the  family, because  much cooperation

the wife and mother is not C o n t in u e d  on P age  8-

gon la te r have ant i- im mi
grat ion cl auses  in the  sta te  
consti tu tions.)

1805: N EW  YORK CITY 
Birth of the  grea t Black 

tr aged ia n ,  Ira Aldridge . 

Educate d  in the  African 

F r e e  S c ho o l .  A l d r i d g e  
m ade  his s tage  debut in a 
play called “ P iza r ro" .  la ter

L iv in g s to n e  Col legers  1 2 2 n d  O b s e r v a n c e

CALIFORNIA, 
FREM O N T PARK: 

F rem on t Park  S tate  P a rk ”  

Jo hn  C. F remont - soldier

t i o n s ,  w h i le  S a u n d e r s  

Jackson , likewise a servan t

S A L IS B U R Y --T h is  th e  can Council on E ducation , 
F o u n d e r ’s D ay  a d d r e s s  W ash ing ton , D .C. 
de livered  by D r. B roadus The occasion w as one 

N . B u t l e r ,  d i r e c to r  o f  h u n d red  and  tw en ty  second 
le ad e rsh ip  deve lopm en t in observance  of th e  b irth  of

p re s id e n t of L ivingstone 

C o l le g e ,  D r. J o s e p h  
C harles  P rice, F eb ruary  

12, 1976. M any thanks  to 
L iv ingstone College and

studied  in Scotland, played r e  .  i^  ■ ot for tune , explorer , writer.  
Othel lo in London, and

politician - was a key figure 

in t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  
California and in the  war
which was fough t aga ins t e x p e d i t i o n  e n d e d  
Mexico to make this vas t F remont and  his 

te rritory a pa r t of the 
Union.

F rem ont led four explor 

atory and m appin g  mis 
sions into California, and  ____  ____ _____

th us  ex tend ing  prev ious along Blacks on two of land he owned,  Jackson 
r e s t r i c t i o n s  w h ic h  h a d  ^

es ta b li shed  the proper  age ^

and  proper ty  qual ifications p r e m o n t ' s  f a t h e r - i n - l a w ,  
as the  only condi tions  to be  s g , , 3 , j h o m a s  H a r t  

met befo re res id en ts  would Bg^ton , accompanied  the 

second of th ese  . expedi-

toured Ireland and  the 

Continent . In his pr ime. 
A l d r i d g e  w a s  r a n k e d  
am ong  the  wor ld 's  g rea t 
actors.

1807: N EW  JERSEY  
The s ta te  al ters its 1776 

Cons titut ion by limit ing the  

vote  to free  whi te males .

of Benton, volun 

the four th  in order  to raise 
the $1700 needed  to buy his 
family 's  f reedom.

After considerab le  h a r d 
ship. the  ill-fated fourth  

w i th  
party

finally arriving in California 
via a southern  route . Once 
there,  F remont discovered 
that,  in his absence , gold 

had  b een  discovered

te e red  for educa tion , A m eri- th e  f o u n d e r  a n d  f i r s t  D r. B roadus for allow ing us

be  allowed to vote.
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was given perm ission  to 

prospect  for gold and,  
w ithin a few days,  had  du g 

ou t  n u g g e t s  v a l u e d  a t  
$1700. He then  re tu rn ed  to 
Missouri ,  em an c ip a ted  his 

family as p la nned, and  

d is ap p e a red  from history.
Having  become a mil

lionaire. F remont , whose  
p o l i t i c a l  i d e o lo g y  w as  
abolitionist,  was to ex p e r 
i e n c e  s e v e r a l  u p s  a n d  
downs

to  s h a r e  p a r t s  o f  h is  
a d d re s s  w ith our rea d e rs . 
W e feel th a t is a  w arn ing  as 

well as  a  cha llenge in his 
a d d re ss .

W e offer th e  sam e  to our 
r e a d e rs  in two pa r ts .

PART ONE

W h a t is nee d ed  of us  

now , especially  now , is a  
new  unapo logetic  d rive  for 

in te llec tual and  sp iritual 
le ad ersh ip  and  a  renew ed  
d r i  ve  w ith in  th e  m a in  

cu r ren ts  of na tional and  
com m unity  political, econ 

omic and  cu ltu ral pa rtic i

pa tion . T hese  m u s t be 
com bined  w ith a  d e te rm i

n a t io n  to  b e  u n iv e r s a l  
p e o p le ,  to  b e  fu lly

of every  g roup  a nd  sec to r of 

m ank ing  bo th  h e re  and  
ab ro a d . W e m u s t s h a re  our 
e xpe riences  and  learn ings  
especially  w ith those  with 

w hom  we have sh a red  the  
dep riva tions  and  th e  h u m 

i l i a t io n s  o f  th e  tw o 

ce n tu r ie s  p a s t .  W e cannot 
a lone overcom e, nor can 
they  a lone  fulfill. T ha t is as 
it w ere  m e an t to b e , and  

th a t  is why our nation  is 

s till bound  to us  for its final 
h istorical rea lization.

A ll o f  th e  n e g a t iv e  
cond ition ing  which we have

nation  and  of m ank ind . 

This should  be  no more! No 
longer! N either in our 
in s ti tu tions , in our civil life, 
nor in our persons  si. 'u ld  
we eve r aga in  w ithdraw  

from th e  m a in s trea m s  of 
A m erican  life, cu ltu re  and 
civil obligation .

W e m u st be  one , un ited  
in  c o m m itm e n t  to  th e  
h ig h e st ideals  of n a t io n 
hood, and  we m u s t em u la te  
a n d  b e  o n e  w ith  th e  

th inkers  and  doers  who are  
still seek ing  to have unity

en d u re d  in th e  process  of and  harm ony  prevail for 
o u r be in g  ed u c a ted  and  all 
of th e  lack of s uppo rt of our 

le g itim ate  asp ira tions  to 
p u r s u e  th e  a r t s  a n d  
sc iences  of le a rn ing  hjave 
taken  th e ir  toll by im ped ing  

o u r opportun ity  to fully 

d em o n s tra te  and  m a tu re  
our ea rn in g  poeten tiality  as

in teg ra ted  into every  h igh  a  g roup . M ore  th a n  th a t,  it 
reach  of A m erican  life h a s  im peded  our opportun- 
w hile lend ing  the  fru its  of ity to fully u se  o u r ab ilities 
o u r historical know ledge , and  th e  lea rn in g s  which we 
ta len ts  and  serv ice to th e  have acqu ired  In th e  la rger 
b ro a d e s t uplift and  bene fit serv ice and  bene fit o f  our

and  am ong  all m ank ind . 
T h a t has  been  our h idden  

role all of th e  tim e , and  now 

is th e  tim e to openly fulfill 
it in the  h ighest.

W e  h a v e  g iv e n  o f 
ou rse lves, o u r lives, our 
souls and  our m in d s -e v e n  
a t  tim es in subse rv ience  to 
evil and  w rongdoing--to  
help  develop  th^s nation  
and  to se t o u r na tive  land  

a r ig h t in its h um an  aspec t. 
W e m u st now refine and  

Continued on Page 4 
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