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This Week’s Black History is provided by;

The 1976 Editions of THE TRIBUNAL AID 

will be dedicated to America's bicentennial 
Celebration, with emphasis on contributions 
our Race has made in the making of America, 

from birth to the present.
In 1976 there should not be a need to lift 

these contributions from isolated sources. Our

past should be interwoven into the fabric of 
our civilization, because we are, except for the 
Indian, America's oldest ethnic minority.

We have helped make America what it was, 

and what it Is, since the founding of Virginia. 
We have been a factor in many major issues in 

our history. There have been many misdeeds

against us, yet we Kave been able to live 

through them and fight back. This is living 
proof of our history.

Our role in the making of America is neither 

well known or correctly known. Many positive 

contributions have escaped historians and 
have not found their way Into the pages of

Fay A she , Black H istory  E ditor

many history books.
We will strive to give readers, Black and 

white, many little-known facts about our past 
and it is hoped that a proper perspective of our 
history will be of value to persons who may 
believe that as Black People we have an 
unworthy past; and hence, no strong claims to 
all rights of other Americans.

©WesternElectric ^ ,0  yOU KNOW
I—  -----------     — I

iHisforical  LanamarKs-
MADAM  C.J .  WALKER 

was  born in Louisiana in 
1875, was  m arr ied  at the

I O f  B l a c k  A m e r i c a  j
with a d au g h te r  to support.
She w as taking in w ashing

in Denver,  Colorado,  when
she got the  inspi ration to
m a n u f a c t u r e  a l in e  of

cosmetics  and  develop a
ha i rs t ra igh ten ing  process
for Afro-American women.

^  ^ In twelve  years  she w as a
Central  Citv: Aunt Cla ra a b o l i i l J n i s t ,  S e n a t o r  ,,

, millionaire and  philanthro-

O f  Black A m e r i c a  J
No more BabBtantial testimony to the role of the Black 

In the growth and development of America can be 
foond than the nnmeroos historical landmarks in 
various regions of the country which are associated with 
Black Americana. Many of thesC"Ilke the Alamo and 
Bunker Hill—are not conventionally known as sites 
involving chapters of Negro history.

Brown Chair  (Cen tral  City C h a f i e s  S u m n e r ,  F o rd  

Opera  House)
pist.

urged  President A ndrew 
Johnson  to veto the bill for 

This  chair  is a t r ibute  to s la tchood.
“ A u n t  C l a r a ”  B ro w n ,  Ultimately,  Johnson  a- 

bcl ieved to have been  the  dop ted  this course of  action colleges in addit ion to
first Negro res iden t  of and , as an ironic conse- s e n d i n g  s ix  y o u t h s  to

Clara q u e n c e ,  C o lo r a d o  w a s  j u s k e e g e e  Insti tu te  eachColorado. “ Aunt

M adam  W alker  spen t  

$ 10 ,000  e v e r y  y e a r  to 
educa te  Black youths

died in 1877 while in he r  unab le  to vote on the  year. Am ong  o the r  g ran ts ,  

80 s. q u e s t i o n  of J o h n s o n  s g^ye  $5,000 to the
Born a slave in Virginia, 

“ Aunt C la ra”  moved
i m p e a c h m e n t .  H a d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  on 

to territory becom e a s ta te  Lynching to ass is t the ir  
Missouri w here  her  hus- then, it is bel ieved likely p rog ram  to com bat  th a t  blot 
band  and chi ld ren w ere  that the  two provisional nation
sold before  she  herse l f  senato rs  would have  voted

gained  freedom through fo r  i m p e a c h m e n t ,  in a s -  M a d a m  W alker  died May 
her  m a s t e r ’s last will and much as they w ere  known 25 1919 gj j,er fabulous

"  ■ ' to be  vehem ent ly  antite s tam ent .  From Missouri 

she  h eaded  for K ansas  and  Johnson ,  
then for the  gold fie lds  of 
Colorado, w here  she  o p en 
ed  th e  t e r r i t o r y ' s

country  e s ta te  at Irvington- 
on-the H usdon .  H e ire ss  to

In Colorado, Ford was the  fo r tune  w as a  daugh te r ,
b lam ed  for a t t e m p tm g  to M rs .  A ’Leila W alker  Robin-

f i r s t  block s ta tehood and for 
laundry. F rom her  ea rn ings  keeping  Johnson  in office.

she soon began  putt ing  Once the  15th A m endm en t  F rom  THE NEW  YORK

C o n tin u ed  o n  Page 6  TIMES, M ay 26, 1919.a s id e  m o n e y  fo r  th e  
purchase  of  her  family.

Even though the  E m a n 

cipation in tervened and  her  
im m edia te  family w as set 
f r e e ,  s h e  n o n e t h e l e s s  

re tu rned  to Missouri and 
b rought  back with he r  to 

Central  City a g roup of  38 
r e l a t i v e s  a n d  k in .  S he  
rem ained  in the  min ing 
com munity  for the  rest of 
her  life, nu rs ing  the sick 
a n d  p e r f o r m i n g  o t h e r  
char itab le  works.

She w as buried  with 

honors by the  Colorado 
Pioneers Associat ion, of 
which she  w as a m em ber .  
H er  chair  was  dedica ted  in 

1932.

Denver : In te r-Ocean Hotel, 

16th and  M arket  S tree ts

The Inte r-Ocean Hotel, 
o n c e  a s h o w p l a c e  fo r  
mil lionaires  and  pres iden ts  
was  built by Barney Ford, a 
Negro e n t re p re n e u r  active 

during  the gold rush  days . 

(See first Colorado entry .)
Ford and  his cohorts  

jo ined the  fight  over the  
organ izat ion of the Colo
r a d o  t e r r i t o r y  a n d  th e  
q u e s t i o n  o f  s t a t e h o o d .  
Originally al lowed the  vote, 
they had  seen  this privi lege 

ab roga ted  by the  territorial 
c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d ,  a s  a 
resul t , sought  to delay 
s ta tehood for the  te rritory 
until N egro voting rights 
w ere reinsta ted .  Enlisting 
the  aid of the  fam ed 
M assa chuse t t s  the aid of 
the  fam ed  M assachuse t t s
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Guide to Negro History In 
America New York: Dou-
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“ L o s t - S t r a y e d - O r  S t o l e n  ”

Black history In the Western Hendsphere mout 
probably begins with the discovery of the New World 
by Christopher Columbus In 1942. Blacks are known to 
have partl^ated meaningfully in a number of later 
explorations made by Europeans In various parts of die 
United States and Spanish America. Facts such as 
these at once &whion a new dimension for Black history 
wltfaln the mainstream of American history. Inasmnidi 
as one of the primary purposes of this feature is to 
i«cord some historical achievements of the Black, It 
bfBcomes most Important to offer the reader 
cfaiODological accounts through which he can 
conveniently familiarize himself with the broad sweep 
of American Mack history. The years covered here are 
1493-1954.

1815 K ent County , M ary 
land

a p p o i n t e u  M i n i s t e r  

Liberia in 1881.

1816 Louisiana

S ta te  law prohib i ts  slaves 

f r o m  t e s t i f y i n g  a g a i n s t  p r e s id e n t  
whites  and  f ree  Negroes , 
except in cases where  the 

la tte r  are  ostensib ly involv-

Birth into slavery of 
ed uc a to r /c le rgym an  H enry 

H i g h l a n d  G a r n e t  w ho  
escapes  to New York in 
1824, div iding his time 

the re  be tw een  preaching  
and abol ition. In 1843,
G arnet  calls upon slaves to slave upris ings,

r i s e  u p  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  

m aste rs ,  but  the National 
Convention of  F ree  People 
of Color  at which he 

del ivers this ad d re ss  rejects 
h is  p r o p o s a l .  F r e d e r i c k  
D ouglass  is an  especial ly 
ou tspoken opponen t .  G a r 

n e t  l a t e r  g o e s  in to  
miss ionary work, and  is

Iviiss RUTH LOWERY 
s ta r ted  a m idnineteenth-  

centu ry  silk industry  in 

Huntsvil le,  A labama. She 
s ta r ted  with  a few silk
w orm s given her  by her  
fa ther ,  Samuel Lowery, a 
lawyer-scienti st who was 

a d m i t t e d  to  t h e  U .S .  
S up rem e  Court prac tice in 
1880. A t a  s ch o o l  in 
H u n t s v i l l e ,  w h ic h  w as  
s ta r ted  by her  fa ther ,  MISS 
L O W E R Y  o b t a i n e d  si lk  
from cocoons spun  by her  
worms. Pupils  of  the  school 
he lped  to sp in  the  silk and 

m ake ar ticles  of it. The silk 
grown in A labam a by these  

Blacks won prizes  over 
A s i a t i c  a n d  E u r o p e a n  
n a t i o n s  a t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

fairs.
Huntsvil le  gave  MISS 

LOWERY a m ulber ry  tree  
in the  cen te r  of the  city to 
provide nou r ishm en t  for 

the  s ilkworms. The early  
dea th  of  MISS LOWERY 

ende d  the  industry  tha t  had  

a successful start .

O N E S I M U S ,  a s la v e  

ow ned  by Cotton  M ather ,  
e a rn ed  his  f reedom  by 
sugges t ing  a preventive 
aga ins t  smal lpox during  an  

ep idem ic  in 1721. It w as  a 
m e t h o d  o f  i n o c u la t i o n  

b ro u g h t  from Africa by the  
slave. A lthough the re  were 
m a n y  s k e p t i c s ,  M a t h e r  
l e a rned  the  m e thod  from 

ONESIM US and  p e rsuaded  
people to try it, thus  
sto pp ing  the  ep idem ic  from 
s p r e a d i n g  f u r t h e r .  T h i s  
inoculation  aga in s t  smal l
pox, in t roduced  in A m er i 
can by an  African slave, 
p receded  J e n n e r ’s article 
on the  subjec t by sixty- 

e ight years .

Wm. Clement 
Appointed 16 
Cancer Com

WiUiam A, Clement of 
Durham has been named to the 
Citizens Advisory Committee 
o f  the  D uke  University 
C o m p r e h e n s i v e  C a n c e r  
Center. His appointment was 
announced by Dr. William W. 
Shingleton, director of the 
center.

C lem ent  is senior vice 
o f  th e  North

A GLANCE  
BACKWARDS
P I C T O R I A L  ‘ R E C O R D S ’

HARV EST ER  COMPANY  
Centenn ia l  Medal  

Honoring

JOE ANDERSON 
Co-Inventor of the Reaper

OBVERSE REVERSE
A  N e g r o  h n c n t o r :  Robert Biair, in v en to r  o f  a n ti 

aircraft

I was there when the Angel 
drove out the Ancestor 

I was there when the waters 
consumed the mountains

— Bernard Dadie

1816 Phi ladelphia 
O rganization  of the African 
M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  

Church.

1816 W a sh ing ton ,  D.C.

America New York; P itt
m an Publish ing  Corpora
tion 1967 

Ploski, H arry  A. P he  
bleday and  Com pany, 1968 K aiser, E rn est The Negro 

Katz, W illiam Loren Al„nanac New York: Bel- 
Eyewitness; The Negro in lu e ther  Com pany
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Carolina Mutual Life Insurance 
Company, a position to which 
he rose after joining the 
company as an agent in 1934.

He is a past president o f  the 
National Insurance Association 
and a member of the American 
Society of  Chartered Life 
Underwriters. An executive 
committee member of the 
Durham Committee on the 
A f fa i r s  o f  Black People,

Clement also is a past president 
O r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  Durham United Fund

American  Colonizat ion So- and a past chairman of  the 
c i e ty .  w h ic h  s e e k s  to  Durham District of  the Boy 
transport  free  N egroes  back Scouts of America, 

to Africa. (Pro te s t m ee tings  j h e  Duke Center is one of 
are  subsequen tly  held by 17 com prehens ive  cancer 
many such Negroes  in centers in the U. S. designated 
opposit ion to the  Society’s by  th e  N a t io n a l  Caticer 
ef forts  “ to exile us  from the  Institute. It is the only such 
land of  our  na t iv ity .” ) between Washington, D.

C., and Birmingham, Ala.    ^
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