
THE BETTER WE K N O W  US ..
R A L E IG H -W h e n  H enry  
W orth retires f r o m  the  
N .C .S u p rem e  Court as 
C h ie f  M e s s e n g e r  at th e  end  
o f  M ay, he will take with 
him 38 yea rs  o f  m em ories. 
Since February 1938, when  
he s ign ed  on with th e  Court 
he has w orked  with e ight 
C h ie f  Justices.

X s C h ie f  M essen ger , 
H enry  Worth had  to see  to 
it that the  details  o f  the  
Court s operation ran 
smoothly. E very  t im e  the

Court sat to hear legal ar­
g um en ts ,  he  m ade  sure  the  
Court R oom  was in readi­
ness, a n d  he f r e e d  the  J u s ­
tices from  m any details so 
they  could concentrate on 
the ir  work. Visitors to the  
Court fo u n d  him  ready to 
direct them . O ver the  years  
he has carried m any an opi­
nion in the  highly con fiden ­
tial drafting  sta te  f r o m  one 
Ju s tice  to another, and  he  
was always the  soul o f  d is ­
cretion. In  the  early days.

m uch  o f  his t im e  was  
sp en t assisting  the  Jus tices  
in a m ore persona l way. 
particularly over the  w e e k ­
ends  w hen they  w ould  hire 
him  to drive th e m  to s p ea k ­
ing e n g a g e m en ts  or f o r  out 
o f  town ja un ts .

M r. Worth recently  re ­
m in isced  about his years  
with the  Court, the  
firs t one I  w orked  f o r  was 
C h ie f  Ju s tice  W alter P. 
Stacy <1925-1951). H e  
appeared  a little bit stern

bu t I fo u n d  h im  to be one o f  
the  n icest m en  in the  world  
People d id  not socialize 
with h im  loo much. B u t he  
was very in teres ting  and he  
so m e tim es  u sed  baseball 
express ions  in his opinions. 
H e  was well-rounded but 
m o st peop le  didn 't stay  
around h im  long enough  to 
Jind  out.

"W .A .D ev in  II95I-I954)  
was fr o m  O xford"  Mr. 
Worth said, he  was a f i n e  
man, a n d  we u sed  to s o  on

s om e trips. H e  loved  to 
drive and  I  w ould  be  asked  
to go  along because he 
w an ted  com p any .I  had a 
s is ter  living in Baltim ore  
and  we 'd arrive in tow n Fri­
day a fternoon and  I  w ould  
m e e t h im  Sund ay  m orning  
to drive back to Raleigh.

Prior to jo in in g  the  Court, 
W orth a t ten d ed  Shaw  Uni­
versity  from 1930 to 1933, 
working on a Bachelor 's d e ­
gree  in chem istry . W hen  
school was not in session  he

w orked  f o r  M r s .E .G .B ir d ­
song  on W es t M organ  St. 
in Raleigh, as a pa r ttim e  
butlerJ 'or20 m onths . N eed-  
ing fu l l t im e  em plo ym en t ,  
he w en t with the  O dd Fe l­
lows Build ing  for several  
ye ars  w here he  ke p t the  
furnace and  was g enera l  
handym an. U nder the  old  
W PA he took so m e  b u s i­
ness  adm inistra tion  cours­
es. H e  m arried  Rosa M a e  
H inton  a nd  had  three  sons, 
all o f  w hom  are gradua tes

o f  A S T  University,
In 1967, Mr. W orth s f i r s t  

wife died. H e  is now  m arr­
ied  to Louise H .P eppers .  
The Court aside, he has had  
a very busy  life. During  
W orld W ar II he  was in the  
army, reaching the  rank o f  
Corporal and  A c tin g  Pla­
toon S erg ea n t .H e  sen>ed  

f r o m  Ju ly  1943 until N o v ­
em b e r  1945. H e  is a s te w ­
ard at St. P a u l’s A M E  
Church, a nd  is a m e m b e r  o f  
Phi Be ta  S igm a, a college

fra tern i ty . H e  was p re s i ­
den t  o f  the  P T A  at S t .M o n i ­
ca 's  School in Raleigh. H e  
also belongs to the  Raleigh  
Sa fe ty  Club, a charitable  
organization.

"17/ still be  doing  s o m e ­
thing. even  though  I  am  re ­
tired, " the  R aleigh  native  
said. "I've n ev er  been  one  
o f  those s itt ing  d o w n ' p e r ­
sons. I ' l l  be working  in the  
vard and  som eo ne  will ask  
m e to help  th e m  for an  
hour or so. "
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B I C E N T E N N I A L
BLACK  HISrORV

“ L o s t - S t r a y e d - f l r  S t o l e n  ”

The 1976 Editions of THE TRIBUNAL AID 
will be dedicated to Americans bicentennial 
Celebration, with emphasis on contributions 
our Race has made in the making of America, 
from birth to the present. >

In 1976 there should not be a need to lift 
these contributions from isolated sources. Our

past should be interwoven into the fabric of 
our civilization, because we are, except for the 
Indian, America's oldest ethnic minority.

We have helped malie America what it was, 
and what it is, since the founding of Virginia. 
We have been a factor in many major issues in 

our history. There have been many misdeeds

against us, yet we have been able to live 
through them and fight back. This is living 
proof of our history.

Our role in the making of America is neither 

well known or correctly known. Many positive’ 
contributions have escaped historians and. 

have not found their way into the pages of

Fay A sh e, Black History Editor

many history books.
We will strive to give readers. Black and 

white, many little-known facts about our past 
and it is hoped that a proper perspective of our 
history will be of value to persons who m ay 
believe that as Black People we have an 
unworthy past; and hence, no strong claims to 
all rights of other Americans.

THE AGE OF REFORM 1 8 2 0 - 1 8 6 0
Black h istoiy In the W estern Hemiaphere m o»t 

probably begins with the discovery of the New World 
by Christopher Colnmbns tat 1942. Blacks are known to 
have participated m eanlngfnlly In a number of later 
explorations m ade by Enropeans In various parts o f A e  
United States and Spanish America. Facts such aa 
th ese at once fashion a new dim ension for Black history 
within the m ainstream of American history. Inasmuch 
as one of the primary purposes of this feature is to 
record som e historical achievem ents of the Black, it 
becom es m ost important to offer the reader 
chronological accounts through which he can 
conveniently familiarize him self with the bioad sw eep  
of American Black history. The years covered here are 

1492-1954.

1818;C0NNECT1CUT

D isfranch isem ent of 
N egroes  in this  s ta te .

ty and  longer res idence 
req u irem en ts  for N egroes .

1822:CHARLESTON, S.C.

1818:PHILADELPHIA Betrayal of the  D enm ark  
Vesev conspiracy, one of

F ree  N e g , „ , f o r m , h e  '" . '’r S
Pennsylvania A ugust ine  
Society - "for the  education 
of people of colour."

1819:ALABAMA

cord. Vesey and 36 of his 
collabora tors are  h anged , 
while an additional 130 
N egroes  and  four whites 
are  a r res ted .

A labam a e n te rs  the  Union 
as a slave s ta te ,  although 
its constitution provides the 
leg is lature with the  pow er 
to abolish slavery and  com ­
p en sa te  s laveowners . O ther  vote , 
liberal m easu res  inc lude j u ­
ry tr ials for slaves figuring 
in crim es above petty  la r ­
ceny, and  pena lties  for 
malicious killing of slaves.

1822:RHODE ISLAND

The s ta te  constitution of 
Rhode Island deprives  free 
N egroes  of the  right to

1825:MARYLAND

I820:W ASHINGTON,D.C.

The M issouri Comprom ise 
provides for M isso u ri’s 
en try  into the  Union as a 
slave s ta te ,  and  M aine 's  
en try  as  a free  sta te . There 
are  thus  12 slave and  12 
free s ta tes  in the  United 
States.  All teritory north  of j 
36 •  30' is declared  free; all j 
te rritory  south of tha t line 
open to slavery.

1820; N EW  YORK CITY

The M ayflower of Liberia" 
sails for the  w est coast of 
Africa (S ierra Leone) with 
86 Negroes on board .

1821; NEW  YORK CITY

Founding of th e  African 
M ethodist  Episcopal Zion 
C hurch, with Ja m e s  Varick 
as its first bishop.

1821:NEW YORK

Thte State  Constitutional 
Convention a lters  the  vot­
ing requ irem en ts  of the 
1777 N.Y. Convention by 
e s tablish ing  h ig h e r  proper- 
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Eyew itness: The N egro in

Josiah  H enson , prototype 
for the  orig inal "Uncle 
Tom ," leads  a group  of 
slaves to f reedom  in K e n ­
tucky. H enson la ter  c rosses 
the  bo rd er  into C anada,  
and  becom es leader  of a 
com m unity  of ex-slaves in 
o resen t-dav  Ohio.

r

M any Black and  W hite  p h i ­
losophers , w riters , orators, 
m inis ters  and  edi tors  spoke 
out for jus tice for all people 
who w ere m is t rea ted  or d e ­
nied th e  com m on righ ts  of 
hum anity .

In America th is  e ra  inc lu­
d ed  H ORA CE M A N N ’S 
cam paign  for public schools 
and  D ORETHEA DIX’S 
fight for u n d e rs ta nd ing  and  
help for those  in ja ils and  
insane asylum s. SAMUEL 
G .H O U SE sough t to  prove 
tha t the  deaf, d um b  and 
b lind could be  educa ted .  
SUSAN B.ANTHONY and  
ELIZABETH CADY STAN­
TON battled  for equal 
r ights  for w omen.

Black le aders  such as 

FREDERICK DOUGLASS 
and SOJURNER TRUTH 
fought for inc reased  e d u c a ­
tion, universa l peace  and  
w o m en ’s r ights . In 1831 
w hen WILLIAM LLOYD 
GARRISON b ega n  to  p u b ­
lish his fam ous LIBERA­
TOR, he found his  main 
support cam e from Black 
abolotionists. Rich Blacks 
contributed  money, Black 
newsboys sold the  papers  
on the  s tree ts  and  th ree  
q u ar te rs  of his readers  
w ere Black. Garrison b e ­
cam e the  first of his race to 
look at  the  Blackproblem 
from a Black point of view.

Levi Coffin, an Indiana 
Q uaker and  banker ,  b egan  
using his Newport hom e to  
hide runaw ays.  Coffin was 
soon called The P res iden t 
of the  U nderground  Rail­
road ."

The "railroad" developed 
its own language .  The 
" tra ins"  w ere the  
farm  w agons th a t  could

conceal and  carry a nu m b er  
of fugitives. The "tracks" 
w ere  the  back roads which 
w ere used  to escape  the 
slave ca tchers . The " s ta ­
t ions" w ere th e  homes 
w here  th e  fugitives w ere 
fed and  ca red  for as  they

moved from station to 
station. The "conductors"  
w ere the  fea rless  m en and 
w omen of both races  who 
led the  slaves toward f re e ­
dom and  the  "p assen g e rs"  
w ere the  slaves who dared  
to b reak  for liberty .

P asseng ers  paid no fare 
and  conductors received no

pay-
This s trange  railroad had 

m any ways of moving 
slaves. Tw enty-eighty  s la ­
ves walked in a funeral 
procession  from Kentucky

to Ohio. Thom as G arre tt ,  a 
gent le  old white Q uaker 
and  Samuel Burris ,  a young 
free Black, ran  a station in 
the  slave s ta te  of D elaware 
during  the  1840’s. G arre tt  
paid out a fortune in court 
fines for his crime of aiding

fugitives. Burris  was c a p ­
tu red  and  pun ish ed  by b e ­
ing auctioned off as a slave. 
No one knew that the  h ig h ­
es t b id d e r  was sent by 
Thom as G arre tt  to buy him 
and re tu rn  him to f re e ­
dom.

iH i s fo r i ca l  Landmarks l  
O f  B lack  A m e r i c a  J

No more substantial testim ony to the role of the Black 
in  the growth and developm ent of America can be 
found than the numerous historical landmarks in 
various regions of the country which are associated with 
Black Americana. Many of these—like the Alamo and 
Bunker H ill-are not conventionally known as sites  
involving chapters of Negro history.

w ourth is known to  have 
had  som eth ing  of a r e p u ta ­
tion as  a te lle r  of tall ta les.

GROTON HEIGHTS; 
FORT GRISWOLD STATE 

PARK

PUEBLO 
EL PUEBLO M USEUM  

905 S .PRAIRIE AVENUE

The El Pueblo M useum  
houses  a replica of the  
Gantt-Blackwell Fort which 
J im  Beckwourth. N egro ex ­
plorer. scout and  t r a ­
de r ,  c laim ed to have foun­
ded  in 1842. The validity of F reem an  w as th e  N egro or- 
the  claim h as  not been  es ta-  derly of the  A m erican  co- 
blished . inasm uch as Beck- m m and e r .  Colonel William 

Ledvard who w as forced to
* . , Kj d :«  su r ren d e r  the  fort to  super-

Am erica New York; P i t t - g r i -

man Publishing C o r p o r a - o f f i c e r  who accepted
tion 1967 the  su r ren d e r  b eha v ed  ig-

Ploski, H arry  A. Phe nobly, how ever. Ledyard
K aiser E rn est The Nearo " 'a s  f irst induced  to  give up 
K aiser, h rn es t  I b e  ^  ^ ^ o rd  an d  th e n  run
Alamanac New York. Bel- with his  own wea-

lue th er Com pany continued on p«e  2

Harriet Tubman 
conducted some three 
hundred slaves to free­
dom on the Under­
ground Railroad.

new freedom.showrs former slaves facmg theirphotographBrady sMathew

Levi Coffin's house in Wayn County, Indiana, was a major Underground Railroad station.
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