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THE BETTER WE K N O W  US
BY: ISAAC D. S M IT H ,  JR .
S TU DEN T, ST. P E T E R S  H IG H  SCHOOL 
M A N SFIE LD , OH IO

M an y  in th e  North  and  Sou th  w ere  s u r 
pr ised  to find th a t  N eg ro es ,  especially  
those  who had  been  s lav es ,  m a d e  good 
so ld ie rs .  T h e  idea  of  th e i r  doing  any s e r i 
ous f igh t ing  a g a in s t  w h i te  m en  was 
s im ply  r id icu lous .  T he  N eg ro es  fough t  in 
m ore  th an  two h u n d r e d  ba t t l es ,  they  
fought  bravely  and  won p ra ise  from both  
f r iends and  e n e m ie s .  T w en ty  N egroes  
won th e  M e d a l  of  H onor ,  A m e r i c a ' s  
h ig h es t  mil itary  honor.

'T h e  con tr ibu tibns  of  th e  N eg ro  sold ier  
w ere  r em a rk ab le  in light  of  d i sa d v a n 
t ag e s  u n d e r  which he  s e rv e d .  H e  was 
p laced  in s e g ra t e d  uni ts  u n d e r  white  of 
ficers who w ere  often p re ju d iced .  Negro 
r e g im en ts  w ere  sen t  into ba tt le  with less 
t ra in ing  th an  th e  whi te  r e g im en ts  had  r e 

ceived an d  with  w e a p o n s  in fer io r  to those  
issued  to  w h i tes .  T he ir  m ed ica l  facilities 
w ere  worse  an d  th e i r  doc to rs  few er.  They 
su ffe red  g r e a t e r  c asu a l t i e s  t h an  whi tes  
for all o f  t h e s e  r ea so n s .

Fo r  m ore  th an  a y e a r ,  th e  W a r  D e 
p a r tm e n t  pa id  N e g ro  so ld ie rs  ha lf  as 
m uch  as w h i tes .  Until  th e i r  pay  was 
m a d e  e q u a l  so m e  n e g ro  r e g im en ts  r e 
fused  to accep t  any  pay  at  all. H ow ever,  
th ey  all co n tin u ed  to fight .

The  worst  h a z a rd s  which N e g ro  troops 
faced w as  c a p tu re  by C o n fe d e ra te s .  The  

South  sold  so m e  into  s lavery  and  put  
o th ers  to d e a th .  At  Fort  Pillow, T e n n . ,  
Negro  t roops  w ere  m a s s a c re d  a fte r  thei r  
s u r r e n d e r  on Apri l  12, 1864.

T h e  C o n fed e racy  d a re d  no t  a rm  its 
s laves .  W h e n  New O r lean s  f ree  N egroes  
vo lu n tee red  to f ight ,  they  w ere  issued  
b ro o m st ick s  in s te a d  of g u n s .  A fter  the  
city w as  c a p tu re d  by fed e ra l  t roops .  G e n 

era l  B u t le r  p rov ided  th es e  so ld ie rs  with  
g u n s  an d  th ey  w en t  into action ag a in s t  
th eC o n fed e racy .

Negro  w o m e n  p layed  a m ajo r  role in 
se rv ing  th e  t roops  b e h in d  th e  l ines  and  
organ izd  re l ief  soc ie t ie s .  Sus ie  K ing  was 
one of m any  n e g ro  n u r se s  w ho  vvorked 
with Clara  Bar ton  ten d in g  th e  sick and  
w o u n d e d .  H ar r ie t  T u b m a n ,  fam ili a r  with 
the  so u th  a f te r  ten  years  as a conducto r  
for the  U n d e rg ro u n d  Rai lroad ,  led Union 
raids  d e e p  in c o n fe d e ra te  te r r i to ry .  M rs .  
El izabe th  Keckley,  the  W h ite  H ouse  
se a m s t r e s s ,  b e g a n  a re l ief  socie ty for the  
f reed  m en  who p o u red  b e h ind  th e  Union 
lines or  spil led over  th e  coun try  s ide  in 
wake of  G e n era l  S h e rm a n  m arch  th ro u g h  
Georgia ,

N o r th ern  n e g ro e s  as well as th e  P r e s 
ident  an d  M rs .  Lincoln co n tr ib u ted  to 
M rs .  K e c k le y 's  C o n t r ab a n d  Rel ie f  Soci 
e ty .  In Nashville  and  o th er  so u th e rn

cities he ld  by Union t ro o p s ,  n e g ro  m en  
and  w o m e n  o rg an iz e d  th e i r  own c o m m it 
tee s  for rel ief .

S e rg ea n t  W il l iam H. C arn ey ,  on e  of  the  
tw en ty  N egro  M e d a l  of  H o n o r  m en  
du r in g  th e  Civil W a r ,  took  p a r t  in the  r e 
ca p tu re  of Fort  S u m p te r ,

An ex -s lave  is t ra n s fo rm e d  into a Union 
sold ier.  T h e re  w ere  m o re  th an  200,000 
n e g ro e s  who se rv e d  in th e  Union a rm ies  
and  Navy,  T h e ir  courage  was a d m ired  by 
f r iends and  fea red  foes,

N egro  so ld ie rs  s e r \ e d  on fam o u s  Union 
ironclad ,  the  M onitor .  T h e ir  w ere  large  
n u m b e r s  o f  n e g ro e s  who se rv e d  on Union 
vesse ls .

A m erican  N eg ro es  im m ed ia te ly  a n 
sw ered  P re s id e n t  L in c o ln 's  call for 
75,000 v o lu n te e rs  to s u p p re s s  th e  r e b e l 
lion, but  w ere  t u rn e d  away.  One 
h u n d red  an d  f if teen N egro  s tu d e n t s  from 
W ilbe rfo rce  Univers i ty  en l i s ted .  They

• • *  
w ere  to ld th is  w as  a w hi te  m a n ' s w ar  and  
th e  n e g ro  h a d  n o th in g  to  do  with  it.

F rom  th e  b e g in n in g .  P re s id e n t  Lincoln 
m a d e  it c lear  tha t  hi s  cen tra l  p u rp o se  was 
sav ing  th e  tJn io n .  H e  a s su re d  North  and  
Sou th  h e  would  not m e d d le  with s lavery .  
W hile  N e g ro e s  a n d  aboli t ion is ts  called for 
an e n d  to s lavery  a n d  th e  u se  of the  Negro  
so ld ie r ,  Lincoln w as  c o n c e rn e d  with k e e p 
ing  th e  loyalty of  th e  four s lave  s ta t e s  tha t  
rem a in e d  in th e  Union .  H e  also know 
tha t  m ost  n o r th e r n e rs  would not  s u p p o r t  
a w ar  fought  to en d  s lavery .

A l though  Lincoln h as  long o p p o se d  
s lavery ,  he h a d  also favored  s e n d in g  Neg  
s lavery ,  he had  also favored  s e n d in g  
N egroes  back to Africa for he  d i d n ' t  b e 
lieve that  two races  could live in p e ace  in 
Am erica .

T hen to p rev e n t  slavery  from b e com ing  
an issue  in the  conflict , the  P re s id e n t  and
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T H E LITTLE PEO P L E  
W H O S E  BRAVE DEEDS 
ARE W OR THY OF C O M 
M EM O R A T IO N . AT A 
T IM E  W H E N  OT HER 
W O M E N  W E R E  T H I N K -

r r r

INC OF TH E IR  SA FETY , 
MOLLY WIL LIAM S AND 
CH LOE REVEA LED RARE 
QUALITIES O F BRAVERY 
AND U N S H E L F IS H N E S S .

The 1976 Editions of THE TRIBUNAL AID 
will be dedicated to America’s bicentennial 
Celebration, with emphasis on contributions 
our Race has made in the making of America, 
from birth to the p re sen t.,

In 1976 there should not be a  need to lift 
these contributions from Isolated sources. Our

past should be interwoven into the fabric of 
our civilization, because we are, except for the 
Indian, America’s oldest ethnic minority.

We have helped make America what it was, 
and what it is, since the founding of Virginia. 
We have been a factor in many major issues in 

our history. There have been many misdeeds 

Fay A she , Black

against us, yet we Wave been able to live 
through them and fight back. This is living 
proof of our history.

Our role in the making of America is neither 
well known or correctly known. Many positive; 

contributions have escaped historians and. 
have not found their way into the pages of 

History Editor

many history books.

We will strive to give readers, Black and 

white, many little-known facts about our paat 
and it is hoped that a proper perspective of oar 
history will be of value to persons who may 
believe that as Black People we have an 
unworthy past; and hence, no strong claims to 
all rights of other Americans.
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PROFILES OF BLACK WOMEN IN BLACK H IST O R Y
THE LATE SOCIOLO

GIST. E. FRANKLIN— 
FRAZIER. PAID THIS 
TRIBUTE TO THE I9th 
CENTURY WOMAN: 
AFTER EM ANCIPA

TION WHEN THE WHOLE 
SOCIAL FABRIC OF LIFE

CRUMBLE AND THE 
VERY ECONOMIC BASIS  
OF NEGRO EXISTENCE  
WAS DESTROYED. IT  
WAS THE NEGRO WO
M A N  WHO M A D E  THE 
SURVIAL OF THE NEGRO 
POSSIBLE

THE D ARKEST DAYS  
OF SLAVERY DID NOT  
BREAK THE SPIRIT OF 
THE BLACK WOMAN. 
INSTEAD THESE DAYS  
PRODUCED. A N  A M A 
TEUR LA WYER. ABOLI
TIONIST LECTURERS.

THE GREAT "CONDUC—  RA N KS  
T O R " OF THE UNDER
GROUND RAILROAD.

IN THE CIVIL WAR 
WHICH FOLLOWED 
BLACK WOMEN SERVED  
A S  NURSES. SPIES. AND  
SOLDIERS IN THE

A S  THE CENTURY PRO
GRESSED. THE BLACK  
WOMAN EMERGED "AS 
THE GREAT M A IN STA Y  
OF THE NEGRO RACE". 

DURING THE NEXT

ff: w  w e e k s  w e  w il l
INTRODUCE TO YOU 
SOME OF THESE BLACK 
WOMEN THA T WERE  
THE MAINSTA Y OF THE 
PAST.

V O L U N T E E R  F I R E  F I C H T t R  MoUy Williams IS / I

at the goose neck of Engine No. I I , "pulling .uva^ 
for dear life."

MOLLY W ILLIAMS 

A F IRE -FIG H T ER

An 1)1(1 Black U o m a n  
n a n i . i l  MOLLY WIL LIAM S 
w as  a s l a x '  ol . lohn Aym ar ,  
one  <»!' th e  last of  th e  old 
Kiii<'k«'rl>oi*k«‘rs  o f  New 
\«>rk. She  us('d to " H a n g  
a ro u n d "  a v o lu n te e r  li re  
eoiiipaiiy,  Oc't 'aiius i^>. No. 
I I .  a n d  th e  hoys  of  the  
I'otiipany ni<‘knaineil  he r  
" V olun tee r  INo. 11."  She 
l iecaine a fam ili a r  s igh t  a t  
th(‘ firt' h o u se  in hi 'r  calico 
d r e s s  a n d  ch eck ered  a p ro n ,  
with a c lean  handaii -  
na n**atly fo lded o\<‘r he r  
lirt 'ust aii<l a n o t lu ' r  out' 
ab o u t  he r  lu^ad. On oiit> 
occasion,  d u r in g  a b l ind ing

snow s to rm .  th(‘re  w as  a 
fire on W il l iam s  S t re e t .  It 
was  h a rd  work to d raw  the  
e n g in e  a n d  th e  first to take  
hold <)f th e  e n g i n e ' s  two 
rope w as  Molly , "pull ing  
aw ay  lor d e a r  li fe ."  Later ,  
wh(‘M askfMl w h a t  engin«* 
s h e  b e lo n g e d  to. s h e  would 
a lw ays  n 'p ly  "I Ixdongs to 
olil ' l e > e n :  I a l le rs  run  wid 
d a l  ole hull g in e " .  O n e  of 
till'  nuMi of  " V o lu n tee r  No. 
11" wrote:  You could  not
look at  Molly w ithout  
b e in g  im p re s s e d  l»y he r  
ho n es t  fac<‘. It w as  a Ix^ani- 
ing  l ig h th o u se  o f  go<Ml 
n a tu r e " .

{.ENA M A S O N  1864-? M E T H O D IS T  
E V ANG ELIST 

Lena  M a so n  w as  an  e v a n g e l i s t  from 
Quincy,  Ill inois . She  a t t e n d e d  the  
D o ug lass  H igh  School in H a n n ib a l ,  M is 
souri  and  P ro fe s so r  K n o t t ' s  School  in 
Chicago.  In 1883, s h e  m ar r ie d  G eorge  
M a so n  a n d  th e  couple  had  six ch ild ren ,  
five of  t h em  d ied  be fo re  r ea c h in g  a d u l t 
hood.

At th e  a g e  o f  23,  Lena  e n te r e d  th e  m in 
istry ,  p r e a c h in g  at first  to all w h i te  a u d i 
e n c e s  a n d  la te r  to  m ixed  con g reg a t io n s .  
She  b e c a m e  a t ta c h e d  to th e  Black C o n 
ference  o f  th e  M e th o d is t  Ch u rch  and 
p rea c h e d  in a lm o s t  eve ry  s ta t e  o f  the  
Union ,  rep o r te d ly  acco u n tin g  for som e 
1,617 convers ions .

M rs .  M a so n  w as  also a n o ted  lec tu re r ,  
a rt i s t  and  poe t .  M u ch  of he r  poe try  dealt  
with  th e  Black l iberat ion  m o v em e n t .  
Typical  s e n t im e n t s  can  b e  found  in the  
following l ines  t ak en  from T H E  N E G R O  
IN ED UCA TION .
"W e  are  p re s s in g  on a n d  u p w ard  

And  for ed u ca tio n  crave .
For  i t ' s w r i t ten  now in h istory

W e shall  n e v e r  m ore  be  s lav es ."

AN N I E  W KA LT H Y HO LLA ND

d e m o n s t ra t io n  a g e n t  for North  Carolina  
and  a J e a n e s  F u n d  s u p e rv iso r  of  19 
county  t ra in in g  schools  and  ten  city 
schools .  (The J E A N E S  FUND was a 
Black R ura l  School  F u n d  founded  by a 
Ph i lad e lp h ia  Q u a k e r ,  A n n a  T. J e a n e s . )  
She  o rg an ized  r ea d in g  circ les and  tea c h e r  
t ra in ing  g ro u p s  an d  fo u n d ed  the  first 
Black P. T. A. in North  Caro lina .

DR . HALLIE T A N N E R  J O H N S O N  
FIRST W O M A N  PHYSICIAN 
IN AL ABAM A

DR. HALLIE TA N N E R  JO H N S O N w a s  
th e  first  w o m a n ,  r eg a rd l e s s  of  race ,  to 
p rac t ice  m ed ic in e  in th e  s ta te  of 
A la b a m a ,  a post  g iven  h e r  by Booker T.

W a sh in g to n .  Dr.  T a n n e r  Jo h n s o n  also 
e s ta b l ish e d  a n u r s e s '  school an d  a d i s 
pe n sa ry  at T u sk e g e e .

Dr. Jo h n s o n  w as  one of  s ev era l  w om en  
who faced  th e  S ta te  B oard  ex am in a tio n ,  
bu t  sh e  w as  t h e  first  to fulfill th e  n e c e s 
sa ry  r e q u i r e m e n t s  to p rac t ice .  P r io r  to 
h e r  a c c ep ta n c e ,  A la b a m a  n e w s p a p e rs  
r id icu led  the  fact th a t  a Black w as  ev en  to 
a p p e a r  b efo re  th e  S ta te  Board .  After  sh e  
quali f ied  as a p rac t i t ioner ,  h e r  a c h ie v e 
m en t  w as  reco rd ed  in all the  m ajo r  
A m erican  n e w s p a p e rs .

Dr.  Jo h n s o n  w as  the  s is te r  of  H en ry  
T a n n e r ,  the  c e leb ra ted  A m erican  pa in te r .  
H e r  h u s b a n d ,  Jo h n  Quincy J o h n s o n ,  was 
p res id e n t  of Allen  Univers i ty .

ANNA ELIZ A BE TH  HUDLUN 
" C H IC A G O 'S  G R A N D  OLD LADY"

ANNA EL IZA BETH HUDLU N (1840- 
1914), known as the  "F ire  A n g e l"  or 
" M o th e r  H u d lu n "  and  final ly " C h ic a g o 's  
G rand  Old Lady" ,  w as  a re l ig ious  an d  s o 
cial w orker  born  in Un ion tow n ,  PA s h o r t 
ly a f te r  h e r  m o th e r  w as  se t  f ree  by the 
Q u a k e r  family  which  o w n e d  her.

D uring  th 
F e \ ( ‘r P lague  in \ e w   ̂ork. 
.lohn .' 'Ireet . a (|uit-l middle-  
c lass  n(‘ig h h orhood .  s u f f e r 
e d  m ore  than  ot IuT a re a s .

People  w ere  str ii ken "like 
f lies:"  an>oiie  « h o  had a 
ch a n c e  fled to ( freenwich  
\  illagt‘ an d  otiu 'r  un<‘on- 
t an i in a ted  sect ions  of  the  
citx. An old Black wom an ,  
a l low er  se l le r  who did 
o th t ‘r odil jobs .  Ii\ t 'd  
on .(<)hn Strt 'e l.  Slu‘ was 
popu lar  \ \ i th  la\\\<'r> in lli(‘ 
a re a  a n d  often c leaned  thei r

CHLOE 
A FLOW ER SELLER

1822 Y ('How ollic(‘s.  \ \  hcti tli (', |(»hn .^t.
r o i d e n i s  got  r ea d \  to go .  
Chloe re l i ised  to IcaM' the  
c il\  an d  r em a in e d  beh ind  
a lone in o rd e r  to feed the  
a b a n d o n e d  d o g s .  cat>.
goal> a n d  hird».

W hen ihe  p eop le  r e l u m 
ed  and  h 'a rn e d  w hal  she 
had d o n e ,  thex (piickl) 
r a ix 'd  nionex to l u n e  tiie 
Black \ \ o n i a n ' s  portra it  
pain t( 'd .  su rro t in d e d  1>\ the 
pe ts  u l io ^ e  l i \ e s  >lie had 
*^a\ed.

' V ■ /
LENA MASON

ANNIE W E A L T H Y  HOLLAND 
S TA TE SL P E R V IS O R  O F  N E G R O  
E L E M E N T A R Y  SC HOO LS IN 
N O RT H  CAROLIN A

ANNIE W'EALTHY HOLLAND (1871- 
1934) was born  in th e  Isle  of  W righ t  
Coun ty ,  in Virginia an d  rece ived  he r  
d ipo lm a  from the  Virginia N orm al ln d u s-  
trial  I n s t i tu te  in P e t e r s b u rg ,  Virginia, 
After  t each in g  for a short  period in the 
Isle o f  W rig h t  Coun ty ,  s h e  b e c a m e  Sta te  
S u p e rv iso r  ol Negro  e le m e n ta ry  schools 
in North  Carolina ,  w h e re  sh e  also orirati 
in North  Caro lina ,  w h e re  sh e  also oj^,u; 
i/eH indust r ia l  c lasses .

Ill 1915. M rs .  Holland  w as  both  a hom e

ed  to p eo p le  of  bo th e  races  who s o u g h t  
re fu g e  from the  d i sa s t ro u sC h ic a g o  fire of 
1871. M rs .  H u d l u n ' s  work d u r in g  the  
fire g a ined  h e r  th e  t itle  of  "FIRE 
AN GEL."

In the  second  Chicago fire of  1874, she  
aga in  worked  to rel ieve  m any  h o m ele s s  
an d  d i s t r e s s e d  c it izens ,  sup p ly in g  good 
c lo th ing  and  n e c e ssa ry  food to  fam ilies  of  
both r aces .  This  t im e s h e  won the  t itle  o f  
" C H IC A G O 'S  GRAN D OLD LADY*. 
M rs .  H u d lu n  o rg an ized  clubs  for the  p u r 
pose  of p lac ing  n e e d y  old p eop le  in ’ the  
H o m e  for the  A ged  and  Infi rm .

A SLAVE W H O  T R IED  T O  RE SIST
Slaves  r e so r te d  to various  m e a n s  of r e 

s is t ing  s lave ry .  One  tha t  was m ost  
p o p u la r  a m o n g  w om en  was s im u la t in g  
p reg n a n c y .

W h e n  Becky gave  p reg n a n c y  as h e r  
reaso n  for con tinued  s lack n ess  in he r  
work,  h e r  m a s t e r  b e c a m e  skeptical .  He 
told h e r  tha t  sh e  was to be  ex a m in e d  and 
would be  p u n ish e d  in the  ev en t  tha t  sh e  
was not  p r e g n a n t .  Two days  la te r  a Black 
mid-wife  a n n o u n c e d  tha t  B e c k y ' s  baby  
had  b e e n  born .  At the sa m e  t im e a n e ig h 
bor ing  p lan te r  b e g a n  a se a rc h  for a child 
n ine  m o n th s  old which had  been  m iss ing .  
T he  child was found in B e c k y ' s  cab in ,  
two tee th  pulled and  the  tip o f  its navel  
cut off. The  baby  d ied an d  Becky was 
convic ted of  m an s l a u g h te r .

D E S P E R A TE  SLAVE M 0THL;R 
M A R G A R E T G A R N E R

M any  s laves  w ere  not  only to take  the  
lives of  thei r  m a s t e r s  or  o v e rs e e r s ,  b u t  
w ere  on occassion c h a rg e d  with m u rd e r  
of  th e i r  own ch ild ren .  Th is  ghas t ly  c rim e 
was g ene ra l ly  co m m it te d  to p rev e n t  th e  
ch ildren  from grow ing  up in b o n d a g e .  
One  of the  s a d d e s t  ca ses  was th a t  of  
M a rg a re t  Garne r .

M a rg a re t  an d  he r  h u s b a n d  had  p l a n 
ned  to e s ca p e  from slavery  in the  w in ter  
w hen the  Ohio River would  be  f rozen and  
they could flee ac ross  the  f rozen r i v e r '  
from K en tucky  to Ohio.  The  trip  was 
m ad e  in the  w in te r  of  1865. A fter  c ro s s 
ing  the  r iver  a t  n igh t  they  wen t  to the  
h o u se  of  a f ree  Black in Cinc inna t i.  Their  
p u r s u e r s  t racked  th em  down in th e i r  
h id eo u t  an d  a f te r  so m e  re s i s ta n c e  broke 
down th e  door  and  d iscovered  tha t  
M a rg a r e t ,  th e  m o th e r ,  who,  p refe r r in g  
de a th  to s lavery  for h e r  ch ild ren ,  had  
s o u g h t  to take  thei r  lives . One  o f  the  
ch ild ren  lay d e a d  on the  floor. T h e  case  
was b ro u g h t  to court ,  and  h e r  r e tu rn  w as  
o rd e re d .

UR.  HA l L I f ;  T A N N E R  J O H N S O N

A NNA E L IZA BETH HUDLUN 

A n n a  an d  h e r  m o th e r  re loca ted  in 
Chicago in 1854 b efo re  h e r  m a r r ia g e  to 
J o s e p h  H u d lu n .  M rs .  H u d lu n  soon b e 
cam e  an active  m e m b e r  in the  Quinn  
C h ap e l  Afr ican  M e th o d is t  Esp iscopal  
C h u rch  an d  m in i s te r ed  to  th e  sick and  
n eed y  of the  a re a  in which  s h e  an d  he r  
h u s b a n d  h a d  s e t t le d .  The  H u d lu n  ho u se  
(one o f  th e  f irst in th e  a re a  co n trac ted  for 
an d  bu ilt  by Black ow n ers )  w as  also open-
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On th e i r  r e tu rn  to s lavery ,  M a rg a r e t  
o v e rw h e lm e d  with d e s p a i r ,  a t t e m p te d  to 
d row n h e rs e l f  a n d  h e r  child by ju m p in g  
into a sect ion  of th e  r iver  w h e re  th e  ice 
h ad  m e l t e d ,  b u t  even  " de live rance  
th ro u g h  d e a th "  w as  d en ied  h e r .  She  w as  
sold to  a t r a d e r  who took h e r  to  th e  cotton 
fie lds in th e  d e e p  so u th .

1776 Honoring America's Bicentennial T976


