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BICENTENNIAL
BLACK HISTORY

“ L o s t - S t r a y e d - O r  S t o l e n  ”
xp o o o o c > o o o o < '* > < B g Q O ^ ^ ^ ^

The 1976 Editions of THE TRIBUNAL AID 

will be dedicated to Aiperica’s bicentennial 

Celebration, with emphasis on contributions 

our Race has made in the making of America,  

from birth to the present.

In 1976 there should not be a need to lift 

these contributions from isolated sources. Our

past should be interwoven into the fabric of 

our civilization, because we are, except for the 

Indian, Am e^ca’s oldest ethnic minority.

W e have helped make America what it was, 

and what it is, sinc^ the founding of Virginia.

W e have been a factor in many mtyor issues in 

our history. There have been many misdeeds

Favt' Ash<*» Black History Editor

against us, yet we Kave been able to live 

through them and fight back. This Is living 

proof of our history.
Our role in the making of America is neither

many history books.

W e will strive to give readers. Black and 

white, many little-known facts about our past 

and it Is hoped that a proper perspective of our

well known or correctly known. Many positive- histor> will be of value to persons who may 

contributions have escaped historians and. believe that as Black People we have an 

have not found their way into the pages of unworthy past; and hence, no strong claims to

all rights of other Americans.

PROFILES OF BLACK W O M E N  IN BLACK H I S T O R Y
T H E

G f s r .

Black history In the Western Hendsphere jBOSt 
probably begins with the discovery of the New World 
by Christopher Columbus In 1942. Blacks are known to 
have participated meaningfaliy in a nninber of later 
exploratkms made by Europeans In various parts of the 
United States and Spanish America. Facts such as 
these at oace fashion a new dimension for Black history 
within the mainstream of American history. Inasmuch 
as one of the primary purposes of this feature Is to 
record some historical achievements of the Black, it 
becomes most important to offer the reader 
chroooio^al accounts through which he can 
conveniently familiarize himself with the broad sweep 
of American Black history. The years covered here are 
1492-1954.

L A T E  S O C I O L O —  
E. F R A N K L I N —  

F R A Z I E R .  P A I D  T H I S  
T R I B U T E  T O T H E  19ih  
C F .N T U R Y  W O M A N :  
A F T E R  E M A N C I P A ­

T I O N  W H E N  T H E  W H O L E  
S O C IA L  F A B R I C  O F  L I F E

C R U M B L E  A N D  T H E  
V E R Y  E C O N O M I C  B A S I S  
O F  N E G R O  E X I S T E N C E  
W A S  D E S T R O Y E D .  I T  
W A S  T H E  N E G R O  W O ­
M A N  W H O  M A D E  T H E  
S U R V I A L  O F  T H E  N E G R O  
P O S S I B L E  .

T H E  D A R K E S T  D A Y S  
O F  S L A V E R Y  D ID  N O T  
B R E A K  T H E  S P I R I T  O F  
T H E  B L A C K  W O M A N .  
I N S T E A D  T H E S E  D A Y S  
P R O D U C E D .  A N  A M A ­
T E U R  L A W Y E R .  A B O L I ­
T I O N I S T  L E C T U R E R S .

R A N K S .

lO IP H E A D U J’IflA

Chai r t ’d  by Richard  Al len 
ihc  first Nationa l  Negro  
Convent ion  m ee ts  Ironi 
S e p t e m b e r  20-24  at Pliil- 
a d e l p h i a ' s  Bethel  Chu rch ,  
launc hing  a  church-af f i l i a t ­
ed  pro gr am  to im prove  the 
social s t a t u s  of  th e  A m er i ­
can  Negro .

1«:?1 B(>STX)>

T h e U B E R A T O R ,  an  abol i ­
tionist  o rg an ,  is loundt;d bv 
Wil l iam Garr i son .  "1 a m  in 
e a rn t ‘s t--i v\ill not  t'(]uivo- 
cate--! VNill not excus t ‘--l 
will not ret rt 'at  a  s ingl t'  inch
AN D  I W I U .  BE HE A liD ."

ia'5i . s ( ) l^^H.vMI ’̂ x ) ^  
( X R M l .  V IR tH M A

Nat T u rn e r  leads  the  g r e a t ­
es t  s lave  rebt 'll ion in h is ­
tory,  wi th s o m e  60  whi tes  
kill('d and  the  en t i re  South  
throwTi into panic .  Turner  
is (.‘i ip tured  on Octo be r  3̂0, 
an d  l ianged in J e r u s a l e m  
(Viriiiniai 12 davs  lal(*r.

\ m  i * n n . \ D K u * H L \

Convocation of  tlu* first 
Annual  Convent ion  ol the 
People  ol Color at Wes-  
levan  Chu rch ,  wh e re  <lele- 
g a t e s  froiTi five s ta t es  
resolved  to s t ud y  black co n ­
d i t ions ,  e \p l t ) re  s e t t lem ent  
[)Ossibilities in C an a d a ,  and  
ra i se  mont 'v for an  in d u s ­
trial col lege in New Haven.  
Dele ga t es  op p o se  the  
.American Col t)nizal ion Soc- 
ietv and  rcTOmmend annual  
mee t ings .

1833 CANTERBURY,
c o i N N E c n c u r

Pr u d en c e  C randal l ,  a whi te 
l iberal ,  is a r re s t e d  lor  co n ­
du c t i ng  an  ac ad e m y  lor 
Nt 'g ro  girls.

IIKVMMO 

F o u n d in g  in Ohio  ol Ober-  
lin College,  in teg ra ted  from 
th e  outset  an d  a leadt 'r  in 
t lu ' abol i t ion is t  cause.
Bv the  tinit'  the  Civil W ar  
e r u p t s ,  Negnx. 's cons t i tu te  
fuilv one- th ird  ol O b e r l i n ' s  
sln. ' lents.

DR. AMNA J. COOPER  
S O R B O » E .  Ph.D: AGE 66

D r .  A n n a  J .  C o o p e r  (1 8 5 8 - 1 9 6 4 )  w a s  a 
n o t e d  e d u c a t o r  f r o m  R a l e i g h ,  N o r t h  C a r o ­
l in a .  S h e  a t t e n d e d  St .  A u g u s t i n e  N o r m a l  
S c h o o l  in R a l e i g h ,  w h e r e  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  11, 
s h e  b e c a m e  a  s t u d e n t - l e a c h e r  a n d  

l a u n c h e d  a  c e l e b r a t e d  c a r e e r  a s  an  e d u c a ­

tor .
In 1877 s h e  m a r r i e d  R e v e r e n d  G . A . C .  

C o o p e r ,  p a s t o r  o f  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  C h u r c h  
in R a l e i g h .  S h e  lef t for  O b e r l i n  C o l l e g e ,  
w h e r e  s h e  c o n t i n u e d  h e r  s t u d i e s  a n d  
t a u g h t  c l a s s e s  to  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  w h i t e  s t u ­
d e n t s  in t h e  P r e p a r a t o r y  D e p a r t m e n t  in 
1881.  A v e a r  a f t e r  h e r  g r a d u a t i o n  in 1885 

f r o m  O b e r l i n ,  s h e  b e c a m e  a  p r o f e s s o r  of  

Ti iodern l a n g u a g e s  a n d  s c i e n c e s  at  
W i l b e r f o r c e  U n i v e r s i t y .  F o r  t h e  n e x t  t w o  
v e a r s  s h e  t a u g h t  a t  h e r  a l m a  m a t e r ,  in  St . 
A u g u s t i n e  N o r m a l .  H e r  p r i m a r y  w o r k  in 

t h e  f ie ld  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  a d m i n s t r a t i o n  

c a m e  d u r i n g  h e r  5 0 - y e a r  t e n u r e  a s  a n  i n ­
s t r u c t o r  a n d  p r i n c i p a l  o l Ol d  M  S t r e e t  
H i g h  S c h o o l  in  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  a n d  i ts 

s u c c e s s o r ,  D u n b a r .

'^Historical Landmarksi  
I Of Black A m e r ic a  |
L----------------------------------------------------------------------  r

No more substantial testimony to the role of the Black 
In the growth and development of America can be 
found than the numerous historical landmarks in 
various regions of the country which are associated with 
Black Americana. Many of these—like the Alamo and 
Bunker HlU-are not conventionally known as sites 
involving chapters of Negro history.

i)()1!(;l v s s

H o m ,
M il W .S T .S O n W vV sT

"Ct 'dar  Hi ll ," l lie 20-rooiii 
colonicil mans i on  in which  
Frci ier ick Do uglass  lived 
tor the  Iasi 13 vea rs  ol his 
lite, has  bee n  p re ser ve d  as  
as  n ionunietU to ih c  great  
19th uMiturv aboli tionis l.
In 196K Secre ta ry  ot th e  In ­
ter ior S tewar t  Udali  de c la r ­
ed  it a na tiona l shri j ie.

Cre(iit  for th e  res tora tion 
an d  prese rva t io n  ol the  
ho m e oelongs  la rge ly  to the  
National  Assoc ia tion oi 
Colored  W o m e n ' s  Clubs ,  
which  worked  ha n d  in hand  
wi th the  Do uglass  .Associa­
tion.

H O W A R D  UNIVERSITY,  
{oun(ie^l in 1867, is the 
la rgest  ins ti tu t ion  of h igher  
learn ing  es ta b l i s h ed  lor the 
Ne gro  in the  imme di a te  
post-Civil W a r  per iod .

Cover ing m o re  th an  50 
acres  on  one  of  the  h ighes t  
eleva t ions  in th e  Dist rict  of 
Columbia ,  th e  ca m pu s  
grou n d s  and  th e  physical  
plan t  a r e  va lued  at more  
than  40  mi ll ion dollars.  Of  
par t icu lar  in te res t  is the 
rame dfo un de rs  Library 

_  * c *
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Drotning, Phillip T. A 
Guide to Negro History in 
America New York; Dou-

wliich conta ins  more  than  
.'!(X),000 volumes  and  in ­
c ludes  the  Moor land  Col­
lec tion , one  of  the finest 
co l l ed i on s  on  Ne gro  lile 
an d  h is tory in the  Uni ted 
S ta tes .

I)A^1X)>A
B h T i n » ^ ; O O k M V N

COIJLhX.E

O n e of  the  lea d ing  in s t i tu ­
t ions in the  Sou th  for the  
t ra in ing  of  Negro- teac her s ,  
B et hu ne- Co ok m an  Col lege 
was  founde d in .1904 by  
M ar v  McLeod B et h u n e  on  
"faitli  an d  a  doUar-and-a- 
hal f ."

In her  day,  M rs .  Bet hu ne  
adv isor  to FVesident  F.D.  
Rixisevel t and  Harrv S. 
T ru m a n ,  was  one  of the 
most  powerfu l  and  inf lu ­
ent ia l  Negrtx'S in the 
Uni ted  Sta tes .

o l i s t o ::
OLl STM, BATITJ^TUJ) 

HISTORIC 'Mt:>H)Rl VI.

Olu.stee was  the  s ite ol a 
IiIockIv Civil W a r  bat t le 
d u r i n g  which  the  u n s e a ­
so n ed  so ld ie rs  ol the  8th 
U.S .  Colored  Troops  lost 
mo re  than  300  m en ,  n ianv

Continued on Pmg* % ■

America New York: Pitt­
man Publishing Corpora­
tion 1967 

Ploski, Harry A. Phe

DR. A N NA J .  COOPER

B e s i d e s  t e a c h i n g ,  s h e  a l s o  f o u n d  t i m e  

in 1892 to  w r i t e  a  b o o k  e n t i t l e d ,  A  V O I C E  
F R O M  T H E  S O U T H .  A  h i g h l y  r e s p e c t e d  

a n d  we l l  r e c e i v e d  b o o k  on  r a c i a l  p r o b l e m s  
At  t h e  a g e  o f  6 6 ,  s h e  c a p p e d  a  l i fe l o n g  

c a r e e r  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p  by  r e c e i v i n g  a 
d o c t o r  o f  p h i l o s o p h y  d e g r e e  f r o m  S U R —  
B O N N E  in P a r i s .

F r o m  1929 to  1941,  Dr .  C o o p e r  s e r v e d  
a s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  F R E L I N G H U Y S E N  U N I ­
V E R S I T Y ,  a  s c h o o l  for  e m p l o y e d  B l a c k s  

w h i c h  s h e  l o c a te d  in h e r  o w n  h o m e  on  T 
S t r e e t  in W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  D r .  C o o p e r  

d i e d  on  F e b r u a r v  2 7 ,  1964 a t  t h e  a g e  of  

106.

SARAH DLDLE^ PETTEV

A .M .E . SION MISSIONARY LEADER

S a r a h  D u d l e y  P e t t e y ,  a  p o p u l a r  t e a c h e r  
a n d  g i f t e d  c h u r c h  o r g a n i s t  w a s  b o r n  in 
New- B e r n e ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  t h e  d a u g h t e r  
o f  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  E . R .  a n d  C a r o l i n e

h e l d  i m p o r t a n t  l oca l ,  s l a t e  a n d  n a t i o n a l  
p o s i t i o n s .  S a r a h  D u d l e y  c o u l d  r e a d  a n d  
w r i t e  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  s ix .  S h e  e n t e r e d  t h e  
g r a d e  s c h o o l  o f  N e w  B e r n  a n d  l a t e r  s t u ­
d i e d  a t  t h e  S t a t e  N o r m a l  S c h o o l  for  t h r e e  
v e a r s  b e f o r e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  f a m o u s  
S C O T I A  S E M I N A R Y  at  C o n c o r d ,  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a .  S h e  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  S c o t i a  w i t h  

d i s t i n c t i o n  in 1883 a n d  b e c a m e  a  s e c o n d  
a s s i s t a n t  in t h e  N e w  B e r n  G r a d e  S ch o o l  
a n d  l a t e r  t h e  V i c e - P r i n c i p a l .

At  t j e  C r a v e n  C o u n t y  T e a c h e r s '  I n s t i ­

t u t e ,  w h e r e  s h e  le d  c l a s s e s  lo r  tw o 
s u m m e r s ,  s h e  w a s  v e r y  p o p u l a r  w i t h  h e r  
s t u d e n t s  a n d  w a s  r e f e r r e d  to  by  t h e  t i t l e  
of  " M o d e l  T e a c h e r " .  A f t e r  h e r  m a r r i a g e  

to  B i s h o p  C h a r l e s  C a l v i n  P e t t e y  in 4 8 8 9 ,  
s h e  r e t i r e d  f r o m  t e a c h i n g  a n d  b e c a m e  h e r  
h u s b a n d ’s  p r i v a t e  s e c r e t a r y ,  a c c o m p a n y ­

in g  h i m  o n  s e v e r a l  t r i p s  a b r o a d .  S a r a h  
w a s  an  e f f e c t i v e  s p e a k e r  a n d  w r i t e r ,  s h e  

u s e d  t h e s e  sk i l l s  a d v a n t a g e o u s l y  as  
G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  W o m e n ' s H o m e  

a n d  F o r e i g n  M i s s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y  o f  t h e  
A f r i c a n  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  Z i o n  C h u r c h

CHARLOTTE HAW KINS BROWN  
THE GUIDING SPIRIT OF PALMER  

MEMORIAL INSTITITE

C h a r l o t t e  H a w k i n s  B r o w n  w a s  b o r n  in 
H e n d e r s o n ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  in 1884  to 
R i n g o  a n d  R e b e c c a  H a w k i n s ,  f o r m e r  
s l a v e s .  In  h e r  c h i l d h o o d ,  t h e  f a m i l y ' ,  
m o v e d  to B o s t o n ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  a n d   ̂
C h a r l o t t e  w a s  e n r o l l e d  in t h e  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l s  o f  n e a r b y  C a m b r i d g e .  S h o r t l y  b e ­
fo re  g r a d u a t i o n  f r o m  C a m b r i d g e  E n g l i s h  
H i g h  S c h o o l ,  C h a r l o t t e  to o k  a  j o b  c a r i n g  
for  a  n e i g h b o r ' s  i n i a n t  a f t e r  s c h o o l  to 
e a r n  m o n e y  for  a  s i lk  s l ip  to  b e  w o r n  

u n d e r  h e r  o r g a n d y  g r a d u a t i o n  d r e s s .  

O n e  d a y  s h e  w a s  o b s e r v e d  by  a  w o m a n  
w h i l e  p u s h i n g  t h e  b a b y ' s  c a r r i a g e  w'ith 
o n e  h a n d  a n d  t u r n i n g  p a g e s  o f  a  La t in  

t e x t b o o k  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r .  T h e  w o m a n  w h o  
w a s  s o  i m p r e s s e d  b y  C h a r l o t t e ' s  p e r ­
s e v e r a n c e  t u r n e d  o u t  to b e  M r s .  Al ice  
F r e e m a n  P a l m e r ,  S e c o n d  P r e s i d e n t  of

T H E  G R E A T  C O N D U C ­
TO R  ' O F  T H E  U N D E R ­
G R O U N D  R A I L R O A D .

I N  T H E  CIVIL W A R  
W H I C H  F O L L O W E D  
B L A C K  W O M E N  S E R V E D  
A S  N U R S E S .  S P I E S .  A N D  
S O L D I E R S  I N  THE^

i n c l u d i n g  d o c t r a t e s  f r o m  W i l b e r f o r c e  a n d  
L in co ln  U n i v e r s i t i e s .  T h e  Y o u n g  
W o m t ' n ' s  C h r i s t i a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  n a m e d  
h e r  to  i t s N a t i o n a l  B o a r d .  M i s s  H a w k i n s  

w a s  e l e c t e d  to m e m b e r s h i p  in m a n y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ' s  g o v e r ­
n o r  s e t  a  p r e c e d e n t  in 1940 by  a p p o i n t i n g  
h e r  to  t h e  S t a t e  C o u n c i l  ol D e l e n s e .

D r .  B r o w n ' s  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t  i n c l u d e d  
t h e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  F e d e r a t i o n  of  
W o m e n ' s  C l u b s ,  T h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a ­
t ion  o f  C o l o r e d  W o m e n ,  t h e  F e d e r a l  

C o u n c i l  o f  C h u r c h e s ,  t h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e ,  
a n d  v a r i o u s  t e a c h e r  i m p r o v e m e n t  g r o u p s .

MARY B U R N E IT  TALBERT  
FIRST W O M AN TO RECEIVE

THE s p i n ( ; arin  m e d a l

F E W  W E E K S  W E  W ILL  
I N T R O D U C E  T O Y O U  
S O M E  O F  T H E S E  B L A C K  
W O M E N  I H A  L  W E R E  
T H E  M A I N S T A  )  O F  T H E  
P A S T .

A S  T H E  C E N T U R Y  P R O ­
G R E S S  ED. T H E  B L A C K  
W O M A N  E M E R G E D  A S  
T H E  G R E A  T M A I N S T A  Y 
O F  T H E  N E G R O  R A C E .

D U R I N G  T H E  N E X T

h e d f o r d .  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  T h r e e  c h i l d r e n  
w e r e  b o r n  in Ne w B e d f o r d  b e f o r e  t h e  
l a m i l \  m o \ ( ' d  to L v n n ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .

( H A R I  o n  I. H A W K I N S  B R O W N

bleday and Company, 1968 Kaiser, Ernest The Negro 
Katz, William Loren Alamanac New York: Bcl- 

Eyewitness: The Negro in luether Company

^S A i L h  DUDLEY PETTEY \

D u d l e y .  H e r  f a t h e r  w a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  
G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  
d u r i n g  t h e  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  p e r i o d  a n d

W e l l e s l y  C o l l e g e  a n d  l a t e r  C h a r l o t t e ' s  
s p o n s o r .

M i s s  H a w k i n s '  s t u d i e s  c o n t i n u e d  at  
t h e  S t a t e  N o r m a l  S c h o o l  in S a l e m ,  M a s s .  

In  1901 s h e  le f t  t h a t  s c h o o l  to  t a k e  a 
t e a c h i n g  p o s i t i o n  o f f e r e d  by  t h e  A m e r i ­
ca n  M i s s i o n a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  a t  B e t h a n y  

I n s t i t u t e ,  S e d a l i a ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .  In 
1902 t h e  A M A  c l o s e d  B e t h a n y  I n s t i t u t e  
a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  p e t i t i o n ­

e d  M i s s  H a w k i n s  to r e m a i n  in S e d a l i a  a n d  
e s t a b l i s h  h e r  o w n  s c h o o l .  M r s .  H a w k i n s  

s p e n t  t h a t  s u m m e r  m a k i n g  a p p e a r a n c e s  
a s  a  s i n g e r  a n d  e l o c u t i o n i s t  to  r a i s e  f u n d s  

for  t h e  v e n t u r e .  T h e  s c h o o l  l a t e r  k n o w  as  
P A L M E R  M E M O R I A L  I N S T I T U T E ,  
p a l m e r  m e m o r i a l  i n s t i t u t e ,  o p e n e d  in t h e  
fa ll  o f  1902 in a  r e c o n d i t i o n e d  log  
d w e l l i n g .

P a l m e r ' s  s u b s e q u e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  
r e n o w n  h a v e  e a r n e d  m a n y  h o n o r s  for  i t s 
f o u n d e r .  At  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  S e s q u i c e n -  

t e n n i a l  in 192 6,  M r s .  B r o w n  w a s  o n e  o f  
s e v e n  e d u c a t o r s  h o n o r e d  b y  t h e  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n  in  i t ' s  
" H A L L  O F  F A M E . "  C o l l e g e s  a n d  U n i ­
v e r s i t i e s  c o n f e r r e d  h o n o r a r y  d e g r e e s .

MARY BURNETT TALBERT

M a r y  B u r n e t t  T a l b e r t  (1 8 6 6 - 1 9 2 3 )  an  
e d u c a t o r  a n d  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z e r  w a s  b o r n  in 

O b e r l i n ,  O h i o .  S h e  g r a d u a t e d  b o t h  f r o m  
O b e r l i n  H i g h  S ch o o l  a n d  O b e r l i n  C o l l e g e ,  

t h e  o n ly  Bl ac k  m e m b e r  in h e r  c o l l e g e  
c l a s s .  A f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n ,  s h e  a c c e p t e d  t h e  
p o s i t io n  a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  p r i n c i p a l  of  
B e t h e l  U n i v e r s i t y  in Li t t le  R o c k ,  Ar k .  

L a t e r  s h e  r e s i g n e d  t h i s  p o s i t io n  for t h e  

p o s t  o f  p r i n c i p a l  in t h e  U n i o n  H i g h  Sc ho ol  
At  t h e  t i m e  (1 8 8 7 ) ,  t h e  p o s t  w a s  t h e  
h i g h e s t  e v e r  h e l d  by  a  Bla ck  w o m a n  in 

t h e  s t a t e  o f  A r k a n s a s .
A f t e r  h e r  m a r r i a g e  to  W i l l i a m  A.  

T a l b e r t ,  s h e  m o v e d  to  B u ff a l o  a n d  m a d e  
t h a t  c ity  h e r  h o m e .  In  B u ff a l o ,  s h e  s e r v e d  
as  t r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  M i c h i g a n  A v e n u e  
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  a n d  a l s o  f o u n d e d  t h e  

C h r i s t i a n  C u l t u r e  C o n g r e s s ,  o f  w h i c h  s h e  
w a s  p r e s i d e n t  for 2 0  y e a r s .  S h e  w a s  a l so  
a c h a r t e r  m e m b e r  a n d  l a t e r  p r e s i d e n t  o f  
t h e  E m p i r e  S t a t e  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  C o l o re d  

W o m e n  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C o l o r e d  W o m e n .  H e r  
w o r k  in t h e  l a t t e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  r a n g e d  
f r o m  s u c h  ac t iv i t i e s  a s  r e s t o r i n g  t h e  h o m e  
o f  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  a b o l i t i o n is t  F r e d ­

e r i c k  D o u g l a s s ,  to  s c a r i f i c i n g  t i m e  a n d  
m o n e y  a s  a c h a m p i o n  o f  p r i s o n  r e f o r m  in 

m a n v  S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s .  D u r i n g  W o r l d  
W a r  I, s h e  w o r k e d  o v e r s e a s  a n d  p r o v i d e d  

re l i g i o u s  t r a i n i n g  for  m a n y  m e n  b o u n d  for 
t h e  f r o n t .  A f t e r  t h e  w a r  s h e  s e r v e d  as  
N a t i o n a l  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  A n t i - L y n c h i n g  

C r u s a d e r s  a n d  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C o l o r e d  W o m e n  a t  t h e  
s i x t h  q u i n q u e n n i a l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  o f  W o m e n  in 

N o r w a Y .
In  1922,  M a r y  T a l b e r t  b e c a m e  t h e  fi rs t  

b l a c k  w o m a n  to  wi n  t h e  a n n u a l  S p i n g a r n  
A w a r d  for  h i g h e s t  a c h i e v e m e n t  by  a 

B la c k .  T h e  a w a r d ,  s p o n s o r e d  by  t h e  
N A A C P ,  h a s  s i n c e  b e e n  g i v e n  to  on ly  fou r  
o t h e r  i v o m e n  in i t s h i s t o r y .

ANNA MLRRAY DOLGLASS  
ABOLITIONIST HOSTESS

A n n a  M u r r a y  D o u g l a s s ( ? - 1 8 8 2  w a s  

b o r n  f r e e  in D e n t o n  C a r o l i n a  C o u n t y ,  

M a r y l a n d .  At  t h e  a g e  o f  17 , s h e  b e g a n  
w o r k i n g  a s  a  h o u s e  m a i d  for  a F r e n c h  
fa m i l y  in B a l t i m o r e ,  w h e r e  s h e  m e t  h e r  
h u s b a n d - t o - b e ,  t h e  r e n o w n e d  f r e e d m o n -  
f i g h t e r ,  F r e d e r i c k  D o u g l a s s .  W i t h  h e r  
s a v i n g s  s h e  f i n a n c e d  h is  f l ig h t  to N e w  
Y o r k ,  w h e r e  t h e y  m a r r i e d  b e f o r e  p r o ­
c e e d i n g  to  t h e i r  n e w  h o m e  in N e w

ANNA MURRAY DOUGLASS

A n n a  D o u g l a s s  w a s  a  r e c o g n i z e d  co-  
w o r k e r  in t h e  A n t i - S l a v e r y  S o c i e t i e s  (if 
L v n n  a n d  B o s t o n .  In  1847,  t l ie  Dou({- 
l a s s e s  m o v e d  to  R o c h e s t e r ,  N e w  Yor k ,  

w h e r e  t h e  N O R T H  S T A R  n e w s p a | ) ( ! r ,  a 
c e l e b r a t e d  a b o l i t i o n is l  j o u r n a l ,  w a s  
f o u n d e d  a n d  o p e r a t e d  by  M r . d o u g l a s s .  
T h e  D o u g l a s s  h o m t '  b e c a m e  a  l ink  in t h e  
g r e a t  U n d e r g r o u n d  R a i l r o a d  s y s t e m  

w h i c h  s p e d  m a n y  l l e e i n g  s l a v e s  n o r t h ­
w a r d  to f r e e d o m .  M r s .  D o u g l a s s  r e ­
m a i n e d  a c t iv e  in t h e  wo rk  o f  r a c e  a d v a c e -  

n i e n t  un t i l  h e r  d e a t h  in 1882.
lOSEPHINE ST. PIERRE RUFFIN  

PRESIDENT— NATIONAL  
FEDERATION OF A F R O -A M E R IC A N  

ViOMEN

. J o s e p h i n e  S t .  P i e r r e  R u ff i n  (1842 -  

1924) w a s  a  n a t i v e  o f  B o s t o n  a n d  f o u n d e r  
of  t h e  N e w  E r a  C l u b  oi B o s t o n .  T h e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  p u b l i s h e i l  t h e  W O M E N ' S  
E R A , t h e  f ir s t  n e w s p a p e r  e v e r  p u b l i s h e d  
bv Bl ac k  w o m e n  in t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

. J o s e p h i n e  w a s  t h e  w i l e  ol J u d g e  G e o r g e  
L. R u f f i n ,  t h e  f ir s t  Bla ck  j u d g e  in N e w  
E n g l a n d .  S h e  f ) layed  a  l e a d i n g  ro le  in 
t ‘\ ( ' rv  m o v i ' m e n t  d t ' s i g n e d  to e m a n c i p a t e  
t h e b l a c k  w o m a n .  . J o s e p h i n e  R u ff i n  w a s  
of  m i n g l i ' d  F r e n c h ,  E n g l i s h ,  A m e r i c a n  

In d i a n  a n d  A f r i c a n  d e s c e n t .  A l t e r  t h e  
C i \ i !  W a r  s h e  o r g a n i z e d  th(^ K a n s a s  

R e l i e f  A s s o c i a t i o n  w h i c h  .s,ent c l o t h i n g  
a m i  m o n e y  to t h e  Bla ck  r e l u g e e s  w h o  

w e r e  c o l o n i z i n g  [ )a r t s  ol K a n s a s .
T h e  N e w  E r a  C l u b  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  by 

M r s .  R u ff in  a d o p t e d  a s  i t s a i m ,  th<; 
f u r t h e r a n c e  o f  t h e  Bl ac k  r a c e  g e n e r a l l y ,  
a n d  t h e  i m p r o v t m i e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  

Bl ac k  w o m a n  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  M r s .  R u ff i n  
w a s  a l s o  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A f r o - A m e r i c a n  W o m e n ,  
w h i c h  l a t e r  u n i t e d  w i t h  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  
N a t i o n a l  L e a g u e  a n d  g r e w  i n t o  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C o l o r e d  W o m e n .

JOSEPHINE ST. PIERRE RUFFIN
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