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IBKENTENNIAL;

The 1976 Editions of THE TRIBUNAL AID 

will be dedicated to AiQerica's bicentennial 

Celebration, with emphasis on contributions  

our Race has made in the making of America,  

from birth to the present.

In 1976 there should not be a need to lift 

these contributions from isolated sources. Our

past should be interwoven into the fabric of 
■ ^our civilization, because we are, except for the 

Indian, America’s oldest ethnic minority.

W e have helped make America what it was, 

and what it Is, since the founding of Virginia. 

We have been a factor in many major issues in 

our history. Th^re have been many misdeeds  

Favt' A sh e , Black

against us, yet we have been able to live 

through them and fight back. This is living 

proof of our history.

Uur roie in the making of America Is neither 

well known or correctly known. Many positive^ 

contributions have escaped historians and 

have not found their way into the pages of 

History Editor

many history books.

W e will strive to give B ad ers, Black and 

white, many little^known facts about our past 

and It is hoped that a proper perspective of our 

histor}' will be of value to persons who may' 

believe that as Black People we have an 

unworthy past; and hence, no strong claims to 

ail rights of other Americans.

PROFILES OF BLACK W O M E N  IN BLACK H I S T O R Y
L o s t - S t r a y e d - O r  S t o l e n  "

No more sabstantial testimony to the role of the Black 
fai the growth and development of America can be 
found than the numerons historical landmarks in 
varlons regions of the coontry which ate associated with 
BUck Americana. Many of these-liice the Alaino and 
Banker Hill-are not conventionally known as sites 
involving chapters of Negro iiistory.

The late soc iologist, E. 
Franflin Frazier, paid this  
tribute to the 19th centry 
woman: "After Em ancipa
tion when the whole social 
fabric of life crumble and

the \< r\ econom ic basis ot 
Negro ex is ten ce  w as d e 
stroyed. it was the INegro 
wom an who m ade the sur- 
\ i \ a l  o f the Negro pos
sib le".

The darkest days ol s la 
very did not break the spirit 
of the Black wom an. In
stead  th ese  days produced  
an am ateur lawyer, aboli
tionist, lecturer and the

great "conductor" of the 
underground railroad.

In the civil war w hich fol
lowed. Black w om en served  
as nurses , sp ies  and so l

diers in the ranks.

As the century progres- 
s<*d. the Black woman e- 
nierged "As the m ainstay 
of the INegro race".

Iluring the next few  
w eeks we will introduce to 
you so m e  of th ese  Black 
w om en that wer*- the m ain 
stay of the past.

I83y
Montauk, Long Island

The slave ship Amistad is 
broughi into Montauk by a 
group of Africans who have 
revolted against their cap
tors. The young African 
leader Cinque and his 
followers are defended 
befoie tiie Supreme Court 
by former President John 
Ouincy Adams, and are 
awarded their freedom.

1839

Washington

The State Department re
jects a Negro's application 
for a passport on the 
grounds that Negroes are 
not citizens.

1840 
Indiana

ThL S la te  forbids racial 
inte. marriages and set 
fines of $1,000-$5,000 and 
prison terms of 10-20 years 
from violators. Clerks who 
issue licenses and ministers 
who perform ceremonies 
are alsi implicated.

1841
Hampton, Virginia

Slaves revolt on the vessel 
Ccrole en route from 
Hampton, Virginia to New 
Orleans. Overpowering the 
crew and sailing the ship to 
the Bahamas, the slaves 
are ^ranted asylum and 
freedom.

Of  Black America
Biaok histoi7 In the Western Hentfspiwre 

probably begins with the discovery of the New World 
by Christopher Colnmbns hi 1942. Blacks are known to 
have participated meaningfolly in a mimber of IstM 
explorations made by Enropeans In varioas parts of the 
United States and Spanish A m erii^ Facts such as 
these at once fashion a new dimension for Black hltiwy 
within the mainstream of American history. Inasmuch 
as one of the primary purposes of this feature is to 
record some historical achievements of the Bladi, It 
becomes most important to offer the readn  
chronological accounts through which he caa 
conveniently familiarize himself with the broad sweep 
of American Black history. The years covered here are 
1493-1954.

1LL1N< IS

Chicagi-; The Art Institute 
the Historical Society- 
Milton L. Olive Park 
M useumof African Ameri
can History and Art- 
Provident Hospital and 
Trainig School-Under
ground Railway Maker- 
Victorv Monument 
Among ihc nation's great 
ari galleries, the Art Insti
tute has works by Negro 
artists and sculptors, in
cluding Tanner's "The Two 
Disci, les at the Tomb," 
Richard Hunt's "Hero 
Construction," and Marion 
Perkins, "Man ofSprrows."

Among the treasures and 
exhibits of the Chicago 
Historical Society are many 
which relate to Negroes, in
cluding a replica of the 
cabin built by Jean Du 
Sable and the numerous 
other artifacts relative to 
the days of slavery. John 
Jones (1811-1879), a suc
cessful businessman who 
settled in Chicago in 1845 
and was Cook County 
Comi . issioner from 1871 to 
1875, and his wife mary are 
preserved for posterity by 
two Aaron Darling por
traits. Other material ex
plores the role played by 
black units from Illinois 
during campaigns of the 
Civil War.
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The Du Sable Marker on 
the Michigan Avenue 
Briage marks the site of the 
first buikiing in the area 
that is now part of the city 
of C: ica^o. It was also the 
home of Jean Baptiste 
Pointe Du Sable, a Negro 
fur trapper and trader from 
Sanio Domingo.

According to records in 
Cah. kia, Illinois, Du Sable 
was marrieti to a Potawa- 
tamie Indian in the year of 
1788. The earliest known 
reieience to him appears in 
an army report by a British 
colonel in 1779, but there 
are several other descrip
tions of him and his. home 
afier that date. Fot in
stance, he is known to have 
owned a farm in Peoria, 111., 
as wed as other property in 
St. Charles, Missouri, 
where his son eventually 
settLd.

In 1790, Du Sable's 
sold his 'Chicago' home, 
and went to live with his 
son in St. Charles, where 
he died in 1814.

The -.ite of Du Sable's 
home is marked by a plaque 
on the northeast approach 
to the Michigan Avenue

Contlausd ca %

America New York: Pitt
man Publishing Corpora
tion 1967 

Ploski, Harry A. l*h» 
Kaiser. Ernest The Nagio 
Alamanac New YoHc; Bel- 
luether Company

Historical Landmark^i
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IDA B. W EL LS BA RN E TT  

Anti-Lynch C r u s a d e r

Ida B. W ells  B a rn e t t  (1864-1931) was 
born  in Holly S p r in g s ,  M is s iss ip p i  and  
ed u c a te d  at R usk  U nive rs i ty  b eg o r  m a r r y 
ing  F e rd in a n d  L. B a rn e t t ,  A ss is tan t  
S t a t e ' s  A t to rn ey  for  Cook Coun ty  in 1895. 
M rs . .  B a rn e t t  w e n t  directly  into  social 
work,  a l th o u g h  s h e  w a s  affi lia ted with a 
n u m b e r  of  n e w s p a p e r s ,  no tably  as ed ito r  
of  F R E E  S P E E C H  in M e m p h i s ,  T enn .

In 1895, M rs .  B a rn e t t  complied  the  
first  s ta t is t ica l  p a m p h le t  of  lynch ing ,  
T H E  RED R E CO R D . She  la te r  b e c a m e  
ch a irm an  of the  Anti-Lynching  B u reau  of 
the  Nat iona l  Afro -A m er ican  Council  and  
a fam o u s  s p e a k e r  on N eg ro  r ig h ts .  In 
1908 sh e  o rg an ized  th e  N eg ro  Fellowship  
L eag u e  an d  b e c a m e  its f irst P re s id e n t .  
She  was also a m e m b e r  of  the  Nat iona l  
Associa t ion  for th e  A d v a n c e m e n t  of 
Colored P eo p le .  In 1913 s h e  w as  a p 
po in ted  p ro ba t ion  officer  for the  city of 
ch ica^o  an d  in 1915 yvas e lec ted  Vice- 
P re s id e n t  of  the  Ch icago  E q u a l  R ogh ts  
L eague .

H e r  work  as a c ru s a d in g  n e w s p a p e r  
w o m an  an d  civil r ig h ts  l e a d e r  is c o m 
m e m o r a t e d  in  a h o u s in g  pro jec t  n a m e d  
a f te r  he r  by th e  city of  Chicago.

M AR Y J A N E  P A T T ER S O N  
F irs t  Black W o m a n  to Rece ive  Bachelo r  

O f  Arts  D e g r e e a t  Oberlin

M ary  J a n e  P a t te r so n  (1840-1894) was 
p ro b ab ly  th e  f irs t A m e r ic a n  Black w om an  
to rece ive  a Bachelo r  of  Arts  d eg re e .  
Born in  R a le ig h ,  North  Caro lina ,  M iss  
P a t te r so n  w a s  b ro u g h t  to Ober l in ,  Ohio 
by  h e r  p a re n t s  while  sh e  w as  very  young.  
H e r  p a re n t s  a re  b e l ieved  to have  been  
fugit ive  s laves .  A f te r  one  year  of  s tu d y  in 
the  P r e p a ra to ry  D e p a r tm e n t  an d  four  
y ea rs  in th e  co llege ,  sh e  rece ived  he r  
d e g re e  from O ber l in  College in 1862.

Upon  g rad u a t io n  s h e  w en t  to P h i la 
d e lph ia  a n d  t a u g h t  for se v en  yea rs  in t h e '  
In s t i tu te  for Colored  You ths .  In 1871 she  
b e c a m e  th e  f irst Black Pr incipal  of the  
newly e s ta b l is h e d  P re p a ra to ry  High 
for Blacks,  h o ld ing  th e  posit ion ,  until  
1884. In th is  capacity  sh e  w as  largely  
r esp o n s ib le  for bu i ld ing  up  th e  inst i tu -

t ion.  'I 'oday th e  f am e d  D u n b a r  High 
School  occupies  th e  s ite .  S h e  w as  la te r  
s u c ce e d e d  by a b lack  m a n ,  b u t  rem a in e d  
active as a t e a c h e r  until  h e r  de a th .

MARIA SELIKA WILLIAMS
Internationa Concert Singer

Maria Selika W illiam s w as a coloratura 
soprano consid ered  on e  of the a^reat Black 
prinia donnas of the 19th century. She  
w as heard by M rs. Frances Gaskin in San 
Francisco and was persuaded  to com e to 
Boston to pursue a professional career in 
the East.

W hile in Boston, M adam e Selika stay 
ed with a relative o f  M rs. Gaskin, con
tinuing her stu d ies  until sh e  becam e pro
ficient in French, Italian and G erm an. As 
a results o f  this in tensive  study, she  
becam e one o f  the earliest Black sin gers  
to have received rigorous training n e c e s 
sary to launch a full-fledged operatic 
career. For her s ta g e  nam e, sh e  took that 
o f  "Selika", the heroine o f  M EYER—  
B E E R ' S OPERA L ' AFRIC AINE.

After a su ccessfu l Am erican concert 
season  in 1880, M adam e Selika left for 
Europe with her husband , as  aspiring  
baritone known as "VILOSKI". Her 
su ccess  abroad w as im m ed iate . The 
Paris new sp ap er  FIGARO reported that 
sh e  had a very strong depth  and com p ass  
trilled like a feathered son gster . Her p er
formance in short w as an "artistic 
triump". In Berlin, according to the 
new spap er TAGESBLATT, sh e  "roused 
the audience to the h igh est  pitch of
enthusiasjn.^^ ________________  ____

After several years of su ccessfu l con 
cert appearences, M adam  Selika and her  
husband settled  in Philadelphia. After 
the death of her husband in 1921, she  
m oved to N ew  York and taught voice at 
the M artin-Smith School o f  M usic in 
H arlem.

SU SAN E L IZ A B E T H  F R A Z IE R  
P re s id e n t  of  W o m e n ' s  Auxil ia ry of the  
369th  In fan try  R e g im e n t ,  N ew  York 

N a t iona l  G u a rd

T e leg ra m  an d  u n d e r to o k  a trip  to  the  
E u ro p e a n  b a tt le f ie lds  s e e n  by th e  r eg i 
m en ts  sh e  had  se rv e d .

Susan  F ra iz e r  se rv e d  as P re s id e n t  of 
the  W O M A N 'S  LOYAL UN IO N, a group 
en g a g e d  in social work.  S h e  w as  an 
active ch u rch  m e m b e r  of St . Phill ips  P r o 
te s ta n t  E p iscopa l  C h u rc h ,  w h e re  s h e  was 
a Su n d ay  School t e a c h e r  an d  P re s id e n t  of 
th e  Ch u rch  M iss io n ary  Society,  Full 
mil itary  h o nors  w ere  he ld  in th e  369th 
R e g im e n t  A rm o rv .  and  he r  caske! was 
d ra p e d  with the  A m e r ic a n  l iag  as t ap s  
w ere  so u n d e d .  T h e  occasion  is th o u g h t  to 
u n iq u e  in th e  a n n a ls  of  Black 
w o m a n h o o d .

ALICE DU NB AR NE LSON
Author-Editor

Alice Dunbar N elson  (187.5-19.3.'>), the  
wife o f  the noted Black p oet, PAUL 
LAURENCE DUINBAK, w as an accom 
plished editor and writer who published  
serveral volum es in her lifetim e. Mrs. 
N elson w as l>orn in N ew  Orleans and 
educated  in her native city at Straight 
(College and later a ttended the University  
of P ennsylvania, Cornell University and 
the School o f  Industrial Art in P hiladel
phia. She married Paul Laurence Dunbar 
in 1898, that sam e year her VIOLET AND  
OTHER TALES was published in the 
Boston MONTHLY REVIEW . A year 
later, her (XM )DNESS OF ST. ROCQUE  
w as published by DOOD. M EA D  CO. 
A m ong her other published work was  
M ASTERPIECES OF NEGRO ELO
QUENCE (1914) and PEOPLE OF 
COLOR IN LOUISIANA (1916).

In 1904 Dunbar died and M rs. Dunbar 
remained a widow until 1916 w hen she  
married Robert J . Nelson of Pennsylvania  
M rs. N elson  w as not only a writer, she  
taught school in N ew  O rleans, N ew  York 
City, and W ilm ington, D elaware. In 
W ilm ington sh e  was a lso  en g a g ed  in 
social s<;rvice work at the Industrial 
School for Colored Girls. She w as the

S u san  E l izab e th  F ra z ie r  (1864-1924) was 
a  te a c h e r  bo rn  in N ew  York,  the  d a u g h te r  
of  Louis  and  H e len  E ld r id g e  Frazie r .  She 
a t t e n d e d  pub l ic  schools  in N ew  York and 
g r a d u a t e d  from H u n te r  College in 1888. 
S u san  b e c a m e  a fu ll - t ime t e a c h e r  in the  
N ew York City Schools  in 1895, a post  she  
he ld  un til  h e r  d e a th .

D u r in g  W o rld  W a r  I, s h e  o rgan ized  
a nd  b e c a m e  P r e s id e n t  of  the  W o m a n ' s  
Auxil ia ry of  t h e  OLD FIF T E E N T H  
N ATIONAL GU A R D . A f te r  th e  w ar ,  she  
co n tin u ed  to work w ith  th e  369th  Infantry  
N ew York N a t iona l  G u a rd ,  su c ce s so r  to 
the  w a r t im e  r e g im e n t .  S u sa n  won a co n 
tes t  s p o n s o re d  by  th e  N ew  York E v en ing

A ssociate  editor of the AFRICAN  
METHODIST EPISCOPAL REVIEW  and  
the WILMINGTON ADVOCATE,

A m ong other organizations in which  
sh e  took part were the National A ssocia 
tion for the A d vancem ent o f  Colored 
P eople , The association for the Study of 
Negro Life and History, The National 
Federation o f  Colored W o m e n 's  Clubs 
and the International League for Peace  
and Freedom .

GERTRUDE BUSTILL MOSSELL 
P e n n sy lv a n ia  Ed i to r

G er t ru d e  Bust ill  M o sse l l  (1855-?)  a no ted  
Black w r i te r  an d  a u th o r  w as  born  in 
P h i lad e lp h ia ,  Pa .  a n d  e d u c a te d  in the 
R ober t  Vaux G r a m m a r  School. H e r  
g r a d u a t in g  e s sa y  w as  p u b l ish e d  in th e  
CHRISTIAN R E C O R D E R ,  and  s h e  d e c id 
ed  to d evo te  m o st  of  h e r  t im e  to  writing; 
f ree- lance  art ic les  w hich  w ere  p ub l ished  
in th e  R e c o rd e r  an d  th e  S ta n d a rd  Echo.  

M rs .  M osse l l  a lso  t a u g h t  school in

P en n sy lv an ia  and  N ew  J e r s e y  for sev en  
y ea rs .  She  r e m a in e d  active  p ro fe s s io n 
ally,  se rv in g  as e d ito r  of  the  W o m e n ' s  
D e p a r tm e n ts  of  two n e w s p a p e r s ,  th e  New 
York AGE and  the  Ind ianapo lis  W ORLD. 
In 1880 s h e  also as s i s ted  he r  h u s b a n d  in 
the  publica tion  of an a lu m n i  m ag a z in e .  
For the  next  s e v en  y e a rs ,  s h e  worked  on 
th ree  of  the  m ost  in l luentia l  dail ies  in 
P h i lade lph ia  th e  PR ES S ,  the  T IM E S ,  and  
the  INQUIRER.

By th is  l im e ,  s ev era l  m ag a z in e s  across  
the  coun try  w ere  f ea tu r in g  h e r  l iterary  
e ffor ts ,  which soon c lu m in a ted  with the  
publication of  th e  book in 1894 enti t led  
T H E W O R K  OF T H E  A F R O - A M E R I 
CAN. H er  book soon b e c a m e  a b e s t 
se ller.

Civa WAR RELIEF ORGANIZER

SUSAN PAUL VASHON (18:58-1912) 
distinguisht^d herself  particularly during  
the Civil W ar in Pittsburgh, P en n sy l
vania w hen sh»; cared for the sick and  
wounded so ld iers and organized “ san i
tary rfdeif bazaars" to raise m oney to 
house Black refuge«;s. Thousands of  
dollars were netted and the m oney was  
used to relocate d isplaced war victim s.  
M rs. Vashon w as originally from Boston  
M assach u setts .  H er father, Elijah W . 
Smith, was a fam ed com p oser and corn- 
etist; her m other, ann Paul Sm ith, died  
when Susan w as very young.

Her early education w as com p leted  at 
M iss O 'M e a r s  Sem inary in Som erville, 
M a ssach u setts ,  from which sh e  graduat
ed  with valedictory honors as  the only 
Black pupil. For a short w hile sh e  taught  
school in Pittsburgh, P ennsylvania before  
m arrying Professor ( ieo rg e  B, Vashon.

Mrs. Vashon was w idow ed in 1878  
after having g iven  birth to seven  
children. During her m arriage, M rs. 
Vashon taught in the public schools of  
W ashington , D.C . and later served  as  
principal of the Th addeus Steven s School 
(named after the Republican Senator)  
active during the Civil W ar period. In 
1882 sh e  and her family m oved to St. 
Louis, where sh e  lived until her death.
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