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BI CENTENNI AL ;
BLACK HISTORY

“ L o s t - S t r a y e d - O r  S t o l e n

The 1976 Editions of THE TRIBUNAL AID 

will be dedicated to America 's  bicentennial  

Celebration, with emphasis  on contributions 

our Race m-He In the m ar in e  of A:.

I frohi birth to the  present .

I  In 1976 there  should not be a need lo liti 

1 these  contributions from isolated sources. Ouj*

past should be interwoven Into the fabric of 

our cl\ Miration, because  we arc,  except for th«‘ 

Indian, America 's  oldest ethnic m inorit \ .

W e have helped make America what It was. 

and what ii is. since the i<-.mdlng oi Virginia. 

W e h a \e  been a factor in nian> major Issues in 

our h istor \.  There  have been man> misdeeds

against us, yet we have been able lo live 

through them and fight back. This is living 

proof of our h istory.

Our role In the making of America Is ne ither  

well known or correctly k n o ^ n .  Man> pusltive 

contr ibutions have  escaped historians and 

h a \e  not found iheir wa_\ into the pages  of

1 , .\4 \ - h «  . Black His;  ry Ed ito i

m an \  hlslor \  books.

VVe will str ive to give readers ,  Black and 

white, m an \  little-known facts about  our past  

and it is hoped that a p roper  perspective  of our 

histor> will be ol value lo persons who mav 

believe that as Black People  we have  an 

unworthy past;  and  hence, no s trong claims lo 

all rights of o ther  Americans.

P R O F I L E S  OF  BLACK W O M E N  IN BLACK H I S T O R Y
Black history in the W estern Hemisphere m ost 

probably begins with the discovery of the New Worid 
by Christopher Columbas in 1942. Blacks are known to 
have participated meaningfully In a niun!>er of later 
explorations made by Europeans in varioas parts of the 
United States and Spanish America. Facts such as 
these at once fashion a new dimension for Black history 
within the mainstream of American history. Inasmuch 
as one of the primary purposes of this feature is to 
record some historical achievements of the Black, H 
becomes most Important to offer the reader 
chronological accounts through which he can 
conveniently familiarize himself with the broad sweep 
of American Black history. The years covered here are 
1492-1954.

T h r  1 i l r  so(‘ioloi>i'il. K. 
I riHillin I ra/M r. paid this 
triluitt lo the I‘>th (< n lr \  
w(M)ian: " \ t l r r  l'.inai)( i|Ki' 
(i<»ii uh<‘i) t h r  uiiolt- •>(M‘lai 
tab r i r  oi lil<‘ ( r u n i b i r  and

MHHiiir ol'

a r o  <*\ish iMT w d f -  
-‘t r o x ' d .  it ua>> iht* N r n i o  

v .on a n  ho  i n a d r  i h r  Mir- 
\ i \ a l  ul' t h r  N r " r o  po^'- 

s i b l r " .

I h r  (larkc'vl d. i\  > ol .sla- 
v r r \  did iiol b r r a k  t h r  spir it  
ol t h r  Black w o m a n .  In- 
'^had t h r s r  d a \ s  p r o d u c r d  
an an»al<*ur la \ \> rr .  abol i 
t ionis t .  I rc tur«‘r  a n d  t h r

^T<‘at " c o n d in i o r  ' of  tin- <li< r-̂  in i h r  r anks.  
un drr ; i ro un i i  rai l road.

Il l i h r  r i \  il w ar  w hich iol- 
l(»\s<‘d .  liiai'k w o in rn  ><T\rd 
a s  n u r s r s .  s p i r s  an d  sol*

K-* t h r  (M 'lUurx p ro t f r< ‘s- 

' * r d .  t h r  l> la r k  >\<»nian r -  

u i r r ^ r d  Vs t h r  n i a i n s t a )  

o l  t h r  > t ‘^ r o  r a c r " .

Ourin;;  t h r  n r \ l  f rw  
w r r k s  w r  will in tnMlurr 
><ni s o m r  of lhi*sr Kiaek 
xtonirn that  u r r r  t h r  main* 
sia> of t h r  pas t .

A Legacy For A l l
ACHIEVEMENTS BY BLACK AMERICAN INVENTORS

IHil IMassachusrttr!-

Pr(‘(ir rick Douglas  be g ins  his 
(,‘ar(' (T us a icHlurer  with the 
M a ss a c h u s e l l s  Anti-Slavery 
C()fi(!lV.

1842 Boston

T h r  c apt ur e  of  Geo rg e  La* 
tirTiore in Boston p rec ip i 
ta tes  the first of  s eve ra l  la- 
riH.us fugit ive s lave case s  
s t ra in in g  North-Soutf)  r e 
la tions.  Lat iniore  is l a te r  p u r 
chased from his m as t e r  by 
Boston aboh't ionists .

Buffalo, N ew  York

Henry  H ighl an d  Ga rn e t  calls 
for a s lave revol t  and  gene ra l  
s tr ike while  a d d re s s in g  the 
Nat ional  Con ve nt ion of  Co 
lored M en .

In the 1800’s ,A m e r ic a  b e g a n  an I n d u s 
trial Revolulion which is still going on. 
Our  scient is t s  and  e n g in e e r s  over  100 years  
ago s t a r te d  lo de vis e  new pr od uc ts  for m a n 
kind along with new m ac h in e s  to m ake  
th ings  b e t t e r ,  c h e a p e r  and fast er .  T h ese  
d r e a m s  a nd  visions b e c a m e  ideas  and in 
lurt) gavi'  b i r th  lo good jobs a nd  p r o s p e r 
ity lo m an y  pe op le .  This ne w prospe ri t y  
and the new ideas  be h in d  it w ere  blocked 

( j a r n r t ,  S am u el  H. W a rd  a nd  lor man y Black peop le .  Educat i on  was  de- 
Ch arle s  B. Kay pa r t i c ipa te  nied lo s lav es  a nd  rarely ava i lable  to f reed 
irj the  Lil)erty F^arty conven-  Blacks.  The  Black m en  ha d lo ove rcome  
l ion-lhus b e coming  the first se v e re  ch a l l en g es,  and  only th ro u g h  their  
Neg ros to lake  f)art in a na-  cou ra ge  and  p e r s e v e r a n c e  could they offer  

their  ideas  to the world.  Before e m a n c i 
pa t ion,  ihe Black m an  wa s  not  co nsid e re d  a 
c it izen and  the re fo re  could not  obt ain  p a 
t ents .  Because  of  this m an y  Black inven to rs

i«4:?

lion al

i n n

Buffalo

political ga lh ( ‘r ing.  

N rw  York (^itv

S oj ourne r  Tr u th  take s  lo the 
platform as  an ant i -s la ve ry 
l(H-turer.

P h ilad e lp h ia  

Birth of Ri chard G r e e n e r ,  
t he  first Ne gr o  to receive a 
degrtM’ from Ha rv a rd  
(1870).  Act ive as  a te a c h e r  
and edi t or ,  G r e e n e r  is ad 
mil ted to the South Carol ina 
ba r  in 1876, and b ecomes  
d ean of  H o w a r d ’s Law 
School  th re e  yea rs  la ter .

concealcd thei r  ident i t ie s  or  gave their  
i(l(‘as  to ot he rs .  Th e  m as t e r s  held p a te n t s  
lor  an yt h in g  his s laves  in ven te d.  The re  
may have  been a co ns ide ra bl e  n u m b e r  of  
invent ions by s lav es  bec a u se  the So u th e rn  
Conle t lerac y t h oug h t  it nec e ss a ry  to incluse 
a sect ion in i ts Const i tu t ion s t a l in g  that  
the o wne r  of  a  s lave also control led his 
invent ions.  For  e x a m p le ,  Jo  A n d e r s o n ,  
a Blai'k on the plan tat ion of  Cyr us  M c C o r 
mick is said to have co n tr ib u te d  m u ch  t o 
ward the invent ion of  the Cotton gin.  
No rm an  Ril lieux,  a f ree  Black,  i n ve n te d  a 
vacuum f)an in 1864, which vastly  i m 
proved ;he ref in ing of  s u g a r  and  he lp e d  d e 
velop the s u g a r  i ndust ry  in Loui s iana.

In 1913, 50 yea rs  a f te r  ema n c ip a t i o n ,  a 
de tai led  s tudy of  Black inven to rs  was m a d e  
by Henr y E.  Ba ke r ,  a Black as si s ta n t  e x 
a m in e r  for the Un it ed  Sl a te s  Pa t e n t  Office.

IN V K M IO N S  TH A T  
P E O P L E 'S  DAILY LIVES

IINFLI'ENCED

I— 7 -----------    1
jH/sfor/ca/ Landmarksl  
I Of  Black Am er ica  |

No more substantial testimony to the role of the Black 
In the growth and development of America can be 
found than the numerous historical landmarks in 
various regions of the country which are associated with 
Black Americana. Many of these-like the Alamo and 
Bunker HlU-are not conventionally known as sites 
involving chapters of Negro history.

I M ) 1 A ^ A l o w  A

Clinlon:  I 'n d e r g r o u n d  Kail- 
road Slal ionBloomingdale;  U n d e r g r o u n d  

Rai lroad M a rk e r (U .S .  41)

B(' fore llie Lala\ ( ' t t c  
This m ark e r  is only one  of  u a s  bui lt ,  i h r  small  
several  once u sed  to assis t  that  once s lood at 
fugi tive s lave s  b r a \ e  en o u g h  Sl re r t  South and 
lo risk d e a lh  by l lee ing  Second Strc'ct is k 
from the Souih and  s eek ing  
freedom and sa fely in C a n 
ada.  On e  of  t h e s e ,  Will iam 
Trai l,  liked Indiana  so much 
he dicided in st ead lo s tav 
on and go into f arm ing .
His effor ts  w ere  met  with

INVENTOR

Bailiff, C .O . 
l ia i le y ,L .C .  
B in^a ,  M .W .  
lioone ,  S a rah  
Brooks, C .B . 
Burr ,  J .A .  
( 'h u r r h .  T .S . 
E lkins. T.

F au lk n er ,  H. 
F isher ,  D.A. 
( io o d r ,  S arah  
J a ck so n ,  B .F .

L atim er,  L .H.

S(‘\vis. A.L. 
M iles.  A.
INew so m e ,  S. 
Purv is .  W .B . 
K a y .L .P .  
S m ith .  J . ^  . 
S lan tla rd ,  J .

T h o m a s ,  S .E ,  
W h ite .  J .T .

r>VEMIOi\ D A I E

S h am p o o  h e a d re s t l«9« (1
F old ing  bed !«*>'>
.Street s p r in k ler I«79
Iron ing  b o a rd i«yi>
S tree t  sw 'eepers l«%
Lawn m o w er Ift'W
Car|M-t b e a t in g  m ach in e I» » (
C om bin a t io n  of  d in in g ,  i ro n in g  tab le  an d IK7(»
(ju ilting f ra m e .  C h a m b e r  c o m m o d e 1872
V entila ted  shoe ]«90
J o in e r ' s  c lam p  a n d  f u rn i tu re  c asto r 1«7.">
Fo ld ing  cab in e t  bed IKKA
H e a te r  and 1«9«
G as  b u rn e r 1K99 zIn ca n d e sc e n t  e lec tr ic  l ight b u lb  with carbon  
f ilam ent

l»8l

W indow  c le a n e r l«92
F>Ievator i««;
(Jooker
Fou n ta in  pen l«'«» -eJ-
D ust p a n 1897
Lawn sp rin k ler 1897
Oil s tove  an d 1889
R e f re g e ra to r 1891
W a s te  t ra p  for  b a s in s 1887
Lem on sq u e e z e r 1896

I)(*spile diff icult ies  in [ )roving all that  Black 
peop h '  had ( ione. Ba ke r  found that  thev 
had been  g r a n t e d  abou t  1,000 p a te n t s  
d u r in g  thos(‘ 50 vea rs .

Som e  ol t h es e  p a te n t s  a r e  as  famil iar  as  
lh(' po tat oe  chip of  Hyram  T h o m a s ,  a S a r a 
toga chef ,  the ice croani  of  A u g u s tu s  
Jai ' kson ,  a Ph i ladclpl i ia  confec t io ne r ,  and 
the pl ay e r  pi an os  o f j .  H.  a nd S.  L. Dick
inson.  T h e  s tudy  also pointed out  that  
Black pe op le  in v en te d  h u n d r e d s  of  large 
mech ani cal  d ev is es  and i te m s  vve use every 
day ,  i ncluding  a folding be d ,  le t t er  box 
i roning b o a rd ,  d e t a c h a b l e  car  f en d e r s ,  v a 
r ious m odel s  a nd  im proved  ve rs ions of 
p r in t in g p r e s s e s ,  e le v a to rs ,  fire e x t i n g u i sh 
e rs ,  s te a m  and rai l road e n g in e s  and  the egg 
bea te r .

The  out look lor  invent ive Blacks im- 
[ iroved in th e tw e n t i e th  ce n tu ry .  On e  of  the 
most  not abl e  wa s  G ar ret t  A.  M o rg a n ,  who 
be c a m e  a he ro  on July  25,  1916. An ex- 
plo.sion had t r a p p e d  a dozen m en  in a t u n 
nel 228 feet below' Lake Erie .  M o rg a n  was 
cal led to helj) with his newl y-in vented gas  
mas k.  W e a r in g  his  m a s k ,  he was abl e  to e n 
ter  the tu n n el  a nd  re sc u e  severa l  of  the
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men .  Seve ral  yea rs  la t er ,  M o rg a n  in v e n 
ted the t ral fic  l ight  ju st  as  the a u tom ob i le  
\\a.s to b eco m e  a l arge par t  of  Am eric an 
life. T H IS  IS A I’ART O F  O L R  HISTORY 
Vi HICH HAS B E E N  ‘LOST, S TR AY ED OR 
S T O L E N .-

Oiir r ecent  his tory still a b o u n d s  with i n 
dividual  Black h e ro e s  in m edi c ine ,  e n 
g in ee r in g ,  and scie nc e .  Wit h the ge ne ra l  
s u rg e  ol Black pe op le  into scient if ic  oc- 
cu | i a t ions,  t h e re  r em a in  the individuals  
whose work is e x tr a o rd in a ry  today.  B. V. 
Moore ol Pine Blul l ,  A r k a n s a s ,  d e s ig n e d  an 
( 'arth mo ving  m ac h in e  which can del iver  
twice a s  muc h  as  convent i ona l  e x c a v a 
tors.  Tony Helm of  Ch icago de v ise d  an all- 
a ng lc  wr ench  th at  is so p o p u la r  th at  he 
s ta r te d  his own laetory to m ak e  th em .  
Sgt .  Ado lp h u s  S a m n is  of  the U.S.  Army 
W e a p o n s  Tes t  Sta t ion in Yu m a ,  Arizona ,  
deve lope d  an air f ra m e  s u p p o rt  which 
e l im ina te s  the s e co nd  and  third  s ta g e  
e n g in e s  f rom rocke ts .  S a m m s  has severa l  
[ la tented rocket de s ig n s .

T he  work of  Black Am eri can acien t is ts  
a nd  tec hn ic ians  c o n t i n u e s ,  ad d in g  lo an 
a lre ady p roud  legacy.

2 Slieets-^-Sheet I
C. B. BROOKS.
STREET SWEEPER.

P a t e n t e d  Mar .  17, 1896.

Holel  
hous e 
Sixth 

South 
n o u n  to 

have beeii  a f)oint of  she l t e r  
and s u s t e n a n c e  for Ne gr o 
f i igi l i \es  e s ca p in g  from 
Mi ssouri .  Iowa was a f ree 
l<MTilory by vir tue  of  both the 
Nor thwe st  O rdi na nc e

87) and the Missouri
succc ss ,  and  he b e c a m e  one  Com[)roTnise of  1820, Man y 
of  many pj 'osperous f a rm e rs  Qua ker s  who liad come lo the 

s ta te  before  the Civil W'ar 
took gr t'at  pa in s  to organ ize 
and efficient  and eff’c c t i \e  
L 'ndc rgroun d Rai l roa d n e t 
work.

askMU-lh..t 1.
i . U IL E 3 .

ELC7AT0B.

P . t s c t . d  Dot. 11. 1S87.

ai’t ive in Union Count y,  I n 
diana .

F oun ta in  City; Levi 
H om e . Nortli  M ain

( 'o lT in

S tree t

Levi Coff in , a Qu ak e r  a b 
ol itionist re f e r re d to as 
" T h e  Pr esi d en t  of  the U n 
d e rg ro u n d  R a i l r o a d , ”  used 
his own hoine as  a way-sta-  
tion in which,  f rom 1827 to 
1847, he hid m or e  th an  300 
s laves  h e a d in g  for Ill inois,  
M ich igan ,  or  C a n a d a .

Born in North Caro l ina in 
1798, Coffin m ov ed  to Foun-

Siouv City : Pearl  S t ree t  

Once the ci ty’s mai n t h o 
r ou gh fa re .  Pea r l  Stree t  is 
n am ed  lor a INegro p io nee r  
who arr ived  in the town by 

boal m ore  t ha n  a cenlu rv  ago 
and ach iexed  w i de spr ead 
po pular i ty  as  a cook.  A n o 
the r  Ne gro  cook,  Aunt y oo- 
de n by n a m e ,  im p re s s e d  
m an y  leading ci t izens with 
he r  special i ty ,  an opo ssum  

tain City ( th en  kn own as  d in ner .  Civil W a r  \ e t e r a n  
Newoport)  at th e  a g e  of  28.  He nr y  Riding wa s  an o th e r  
From th e re  he we n t  to Ohio black p io ne e r  who  s taked  a 
where  he c o n t in ue d his  ac- c la im to Iowa land ,  and had 
t ivi ties , ev entua l ly  h e lp in g a succes sful  ca re e r  as  a 
ower 3,000 s laves  e s ca p e  h o m e s t e a d e r .  He once pre-  
from th e  Sout h.  On e  ol th e  ven ted a ra i l road crew at 
fou nders  of  th e  F r e e d m e n ’s gun po in t  f rom laying t rack 
Bu reau  (1865),  he  was  s till ac ross  his  l an d,  a nd  forced 
e n g a g e d  in the s e se t t l e m e n t  the co mpany  to se t t l e  for 
of  s lave s  long af te r  th e  $21,000 be fo re  g r an t i ng  
Civil W a r  h ad e n d e d .  Cof- th em  th e  r ight  of  access ,  
fin died in Avo nd a le ,  Ohio Sioux City was  a re fug e  for 
in 1877. m an y  s lave s  e s c a p i n g  from

Missouri .
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