
177661976
THE BETTER WE K N O W  US . . .

Johnny White is just 19 years old. 
But he’s already serving a second 
prison ternn, this time for car theft.

Up for parole in 60 days, he's de
termined not to return a third time. But 
without help from the community, the 
chances are high that he'll end up 
back behind bars.

Johnny White is a fictitious char
acter, but there are many men and 
women who are in similar situations —  
wanting to become productive citizens 

upon release, but in many respects, 
unsure of how or if they can make it on 
their own.

Two W a c h o v ia n s  in Raleigh are 
helping to make this transition from 
prison to the outside world a little 
easier.

Grady Perkins, Marketing, and Beki 
Alexander, m a n a g e r  o f th e  North 
Ridge Office, are now offering their 
financial expertise as part of a special 
North Carolina program —  Pre-Release 
and After Care Training —  designed to

make a crim inal’s re-entry into the 
c o m m u n i t y  s m o o th e r  and  m o re  
effective.

"I definitely feel good about the pro
gram and think it’s already proving 
itself,” says Mr. Perkins who has been 
participating in the pilot project since 
it was begun a year ago.

"I think these people can be pro
ductive citizens, but it’s up to us to 
help them. If we provide them with 
helpful information —  show them that 
we’re behind them —  we’re in essence 
helping to reduce crime.”

The four-week programs are com 
pletely voluntary. They are set up for 
25 to 30 adult honor prisoners from a 
40-county area who are 30 to 90 days 
away from parole. Ages of the par
ticipants range from 16 to the m id
fifties and include both male and fe
male prisoners. Training centers on 
four areas: self-awareness, family, the 
c o m m u n i t y ,  and finance, the latter 
which involves Wachovia.

” 1 start out by explaining our ser
vices at Wachovia,”  says Mr. Perkins 
who discusses financial planning with 
the groups once a month. “ Then I talk 
about credit. They want to know how 
to get credit, can they borrow money, 
and how to go about buying a house.

“ I am. very straightforward with the 
inmates on the matter of credit. I tell 
them that they will have to demonstrate 
their creditworthiness because it will 
be more diff icult for them to attain 
credit. I encourage them to get a 
steady job and establish creditability 
with their employers and then get in
volved in community affairs.

"I also suggest establishing a re
lationship with a bank by opening up 
a savings account as well as a check
ing account. Then after a year or so, 
their chances for getting credit are 
more favorable.”

Mr. Perkins also tells the inmates to 
be completely honest about their back
grounds with their Personal Bankers

as well as their employers.
’ ’Some of the prisoners have had 

absolutely no experience with banking 
services,”  says Mrs. Alexander who 
just recently began participating in the 
programs. "So we explain how to open 
checking and savings accounts and 
then how to use these accounts.”

The program is showing good re
sults. Although it has not been in 
operation long enough to gather mean
ingful statistics on its rate of success, 
prison officials are optimistic about the 
benefits the program offers, and they 
expect to see a reduction in the num
ber of these people returning to prison.

"I honestly feel that if we reach just 
one p e r s o n ,  th e  program’s worth
while ,”  says Mr. Perkins. "Anything we 
can do to help these people break out 
of their role of dependency —  be it 
physical, economic, or mental —  will 
benefit them and in turn help the 
community.” f ' * '  i
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B I C E N T E N N I A L
IBIACK HISTORY

Black history in th e  W e s te rn  H e m isp h e re  m ost probab ly  b e 
g in s  Iiith  th e  discovery  o f  th e  N ew  W orld  by C h r is to p h er  Co
lu m b u s  in 1492. Blacks a r e  know n to h a v e  p a r t ic ipa ted  m e a n 
ingfu lly  in a  numlM'r o f  la te r  ex p lo ra tions  m a d e  by E u ro p e a n s  in 
var ious  p a r ts  of th e  U nited  S la te s  a n d  S pan ish  A m erica . Facts  
such  a s  th e se  a t  once  fash ion  a  new  d im en s io n  for Black history 
w ith in  th e  m a in s tre a m  of A m erican  h is to ry .  Ina sm uc h  a s  one  of 
th e  prim ary  p u rp o se s  of th is  fe a tu re  is to  reco rd  som e historical 
arhiev<‘m en ts  o f  th e  Black, it b ec o m es  m ost im p o rtan t  to offer the  
re a d e r  chronological accoun ts  th ro u g h  which  he  can conveniently  
vaniiliarize h im se lf  with th e  b ro a d  sw e e p  of A m erican  Black 
his to ry .  T h e  y e a rs  c overed  h e r e  a r e  1492-19I>4.

KANSAS

N icodemus 
N icod em u s  Colony

Located along U.S. Route 
24 two miles w est of the 
Rooks-Graham County  
line, N icodem us Colony  is 
the  last of th re e  now- 
virtua lly-deserted  colonies 
which w ere fo unded  by 
the  E x o d u s te r s - a  group  of 
N egro h o m esteade rs
active in K ansas  during  
the  I870 's.  The  nam e 
‘N icodem us’ w as deroved 
from a slave who, according 
to  legend, foretold  the  
com ing of th e  Civil W ar.

Arriv ing in 1877, the 
first se tt le rs  lived in 
dugou ts  an d  burrow s 
d uring  the  cold w ea ther .  
From the  o u tse t ,  they 
w ere p lagued  by crop 
failures. A lthough never 
m ore  than  500 in n um b er ,  
they  m a n ag ed  n onethele ss  
to create  a real com munity- 
with te achers ,  minis ters , 
civil servan ts ,  etc. The 
sta te  of K ansas  has  com 
m em ora ted  this s ite with 
a his torical m arker  located 
in a roads ide  park  in 
Nicodemus.

LEAVENWORTH:
Fort L eavenw orth

Fort Leavenw orth was 
the  first hom e of the  
10th Cavalry, the  all
black unit which not only 
part ic ipa ted  in m any im 
portan t ba t tle s  du r in g  the 
Indian wars, b u t  also se rv 
ed with valor an d  d is 
tinction during  the  Scanish- 
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A lo ng  route K-96 in N ess  
County. K ansas  lies the  
p lo t o f  land once h o m e 
stea d e d  by G eorge W a sh 
ington Carver, fa m e d  
N egro agricultural sc ien t
ist. H e  s p en t tw o years
there before go ing  to col
lege  in Iowa.

Along route K-96 in Ness 
County, K ansas  lies the  
plot of land once h o m e 
s tead ed  by George W ash- 
ingtonCarver, fam ed  N e 
gro agricultural Scientist.  
He spen t two years  the re  
before going to  college 
in Iowa

Fort Sco tt  w as  the  hom e 
of the First K an sas  Co
lored V olunteers, a Negro 
unit o rganized  by the 
Union Army in A ugust 
1862. The first such unit 
to  go into com bat during  
the  Civil W ar,  it bea t 
back a superio r  C on fed e r 
ate  force a t  th e  battle  
of Island M ount,  M iss 
ouri on October 28, 1862.
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T h e  1976 E dit ions  of T H E  TRIBUNAL A ll) will 
b e  <ledicated to A m er ica 's  b ice n te nn ia l  C e le 
b ra tion . with <*mphasis <m con tr ibu tions  o u r  Race 
h a s  m ad e  in the  m ak ing  of A m erica ,  from 
birth  to th(‘ p re sen t .

In 1976 th e r e  shou ld  not b e  a  n e e d  to  lift th ese  
con tr ibu tions  from iso lated  so u rc es .  O u r p as t

shou ld  ne  in terw oven  into th e  fabric  of o u r  ci 
vilization. b e c a u se  we a re ,  exc ep t  for th e  Ind ian , 
A m er ica 's  o ldes t  e th n ic  m inority .

W e  have he lp e d  m ake A m erica  w ha t it w as, 
an d  w hat it is , s ince  th e  fo u nd ing  o f  Virginia, 
Vt e  h a \ e  b e e n  a  factor in m an y  m ajo r  i s su es  in 
r)ur history. T h e re  have  b e e n  m an y  m isd eed s

ag a in s t  us, yet w e hav e  b e e n  a b le  to live th ro u g h  
th e m  and  fight back . This is living p roof o f  our 
h istory.

O u r r()le in th e  m ak ing  of A m erica is n e i th e r  
well kn<>wn o r  correctly  know n. M any  positive 
c o n tr ibu tions  have  escajM'd h is to rians  a n d  have 
not foun<l th e ir  way in to  th e  p a g e s  of m any 
history biH)ks, _________________________________

W e  will s trive to g ive  re ad t 'rs .  Black and  
whit(‘. m any  little-known facts about o u r  past 

a n d  il is h oped  th a t  a  p ro p e r  persp ec t iv e  of our 
h istory will 1)<‘ of valu(‘ to p e rso n s  who may 
believe  tha t  as  Black peopU' we hav<‘ an  u n 
w orthy  pas t;  a n d  henc<‘. no s t ro n g  cla im s lo 
all r igh ts  o f  o th e r  A m ericans .

F a n n i e  Lou Hamer

A N A T U R A L  LEADER

FA NNIE LOU H A M E R  is a na tiv e  of 
Mis s i ss ipp i.  H e r  p a re n t s  m oved  to Su n f lo w 
e r  Coun ty  w h e n  sh e  w a s  two y e a rs  old.  
Th e  y e a r  F an n ie  Lou To w n se n d  r each ed  
h e r  th ird  b i r t h d a y ,  th i r t e e n  lynch ings  had 
tak en  p lace in M is s i ss ip p i.  Only Georgia ,  
with f o urt een  lynch ings ,  k ep t  M is s is s ippi 
out of f irst p lace .  Tw o yea rs  l ate r,  ten  
th o u sa n d  Yazoo City Black m e n ,  w om en  
and ch il d ren  fled t h e i r  na ti ve  Miss i ss ipp i.  
A o u n g  m a n  n a m e d  Will ie M ansf ie ld ,  
had  b e e n  acc u se d  (but by no m e a n s  found 
guilty) of a t t ack in g  a wh ite  w o m a n  with an 
ax.  He  h ad  b e e n  b u r n e d  alive by an e n 
rag e d  m ob  of w h i t e s ,  a n d  Yazoo City 
Blacks w ere  not s u re  th e  m ob would  not 
s u d d e n ly  t u rn  on  t h e m .  By th e  t im e  F ann ie  
To w n se n d  w a s  six ye a rs  old s h e  was  
t r a p p e d  into t h e  b e g in n in g  of t h e  work  she  
would co n ti nue  for a long  pe ri od  of he r  l ife.

a p l an ta ti on  o w n e r  c a m e  to h e r  and  asked  
if sh e  could pick co tto n,  s h e  was  no t su re  
sh e  could bu t  he  p ro m is ed  h e r  a long list 
of t h in gs  from his s to re .  F an n ie  picked 
thir ty p o u n d s  of co tto n in a w eek  a n d  ne ve r  

did ge t  out of th e  m a n ’s d e b t .
Fann ie  Lou was  th e  y o u n g e s t  of tw enty 

ch ild ren  in a p o v e r ty - r id d en  M is s i ss ipp i  
Black family.  H e r  p a re n t s  h a d  no  ea sy  task 
of t rying to k eep  the  ch il d ren  in school,  
b e c a u se  they  could not afford cloths  for all 
of t h e m .  School for Black ch il d ren  was  
he ld for only four  m o n th s  out of the  ye ar,  
and  the  res t  of th e  t im e  was  s p e n t  in the  

cotton fields.
T h e r e  w ere  fo u r t e e n  boys and  six girls 

working  with the i r  p a re n t s  a n d  they  could 
pro d u ce  fif ty-five a nd  sixty ba le  crops.  
But they  w ere  p ro d u cin g  for th e  whi te  
l an d o w n e r ,  a nd  l it tle w en t  to t h e m .  M r.  
To w n se n d  h ad  m a n a g e d  to s av e  a l it tle in 
sp it e  of th e  ch e a t in g  th a t  h a d  kept  them  
or, nnnr  Hp Viniiffht m u le s .  w a e o n s ,  cul

t iva to rs a n d  s o m e  fa rm e q u ip m e n t .  He  
r en t e d  land b e c a u se  this would afford him 
a m e a s u r e  of i n d e p e n d e n c e .  But  th is  small  
m e a s u r e  of i n d e p e n d e n c e  was  sh o r t  l ived 
for s o m e o n e ,  d e t e r m i n e d  th ey  would not 
" g e t  too u p p i ty , ”  p u t  pa ri s  g r ee n  in the ir  
l ivestock’s feed ,  kill ing the i r  ’ m ule s  and  
cows.  This  a c t ,  M rs .  H a m e r  recal ls  " k n o c k 
ed th em  righ t  back d o w n ” . T h in g s  got so 
to u g h  th a t  s h e  b e g a n  to " w i s h  sh e  were  

w h i t e ” .
At th e  a g e  of tw en ty - four,  F an n ie  Lou 

To w n se n d  m ar r ie d  Pe r ry  H a m e r .  She  s e 
cu re d  a j cb  on a M is s i ss ip p i  p lan ta tio n 
as  a s h a re c r o p p e r  a n d  t im e k ee p e r .  She  held 
this job for e ig h t e e n  ye a rs ,  unti l  in 1962 
sh e  dec id ed  th a t  she  was  going  to exerc is e  
h e r  c it i zen ’s r ig h t  to vote.

To u n d e r s t a n d  why vo tin g h as  be e n ,  
and  still is ,  difficult  and  often imposs ib le  
for Black M is s i s s ip p ia n s ,  one  m u s t  f irst  
know s o m e th in g  of M is s i ss ipp i  polit ics 
a nd  economy and  th e  re la ti onsh ip  of 
Black M is s i ss ip p ia n s  to both.

Near ly a h u n d r e d  yea rs  a go  Blacks did 
vote freely for a t im e  in M is s i ss ipp i  in sp it e  
of t he i r  fo rm er  sl ave  s ta tu s  a n d  th e  s o u t h ’s 
fear  of w h a t  t hey  m ig h t  do  in teta lia t io n .  
Blacks did e x p e r i e n c e  a m e a s u r e  of f reedom 
u n d e r  the  Mil i ta ry  G o v e r n m e n t  se t  up 
following th e  Civil W a r .  T h e r e  w ere  forty 
Black m e m b e r s  of the  first  Recons tr uc ti on  
Leg isl a tu re  in 1867. " T H E  BL ACK AND 
TAN CO N V E N T IO N ”  a s se m b le d  in 1868 
had six teen  Blacks a m o n t  i ts  h u n d r e d  
m e m b e r s .  Th is  C o n v en t io n  d rew  up a c o n 
st i tu tio n e l im in a t in g  m ost  vo tin g q u a l i 
f ications and  e x te n d i n g  the  vote to Blacks 
and  W h i t e s  on th e  s a m e  bas is .  Th is  C o n s t i 
tution was  rati f ied in 1869, a nd  for th e  first  
t im e  Black M is s i s s ip p ia n s  w ere  p e rm i t t e d  
by th e  S ta te  law to vot e.  They co m p r i sed  a 
maiorit v of t h e  e lec to ra te .

Out  n u m b e r e d  M is s i ss ipp i  wh i tes  
b e c a m e  a la r m e d .  In 1890 M is s i ss ipp i  with 
its majority Black p opu la t ion  dec id ed  t h a t  
th e  only way to p r e s e r v e  W h i t e  S u p rem acy  
was  by comple tly  d i s f ranch is in g  Blacks.  
Th is  was  a cco m p l is h ed  by not al lowing non 
p roper ty  o w n e r s  o r t h o se  who  w ere  desen d -  
an ts  o f  p e rs o n s  w ho  h a d  not vo ted  be fore  
1866 vo tin g r ig h ts ,  and  also r equ i r in g  
vo ter s  to r ead  a nd  i n te r p re t  any section of 
th e  s ta t e  cons ti tu t ion .  T h e s e  m eth o d s  kept 
Black M iss i ss ip p ia n s  from vot ing .

FA NNIE LOU H A M E R  lived in M is s 
i s s ip p i ’s Su nf lo w er  Cou n ty ,  w h e r e  in 1964 
th e re  w ere  nearly twice as m an y  Blacks 
as whi tes  vo tin g a g e ,  ye t  th e  n u m b e r  of 
reg i s te r e d  Black vo ter s  t h e r e  was  only 2.5 
p e r  c e n t ' o f  th e  wh i te.  M re .  H a m e r  saw 
th a t  as a s h a m e f u l  violation of h u m a n  
rig h ts  and  th e r e  could be no res t  for he r  
unti l  s h e  did s o m e th in g  to cor rect  it.

In A u g u s t  1962 two Civil R igh ts  g roups  
c a m e  to M is s i ss ipp i  to he lp  Black peop le  
re g i s te r  to v o te ,  th ey  w ere  SNCC and SCLC. 
It w as  a g re e d  at  th e  e n d  of t he  m ee t in g  that  
e ig h t e e n  of t h o se  p r e s e n t  would go to 
the Ind iano la  C o u r th o u se  to reg i s te r .  
Fa nn ie  Lou H a m e r  would be the ir  leader.  
Th e  tes t  th ey  w ere  confr on ted  with took 
the  e n ti re  day.  W h e n  M rs .  H a m e r  r e tu rned  
to he r  h om e  s h e  was  in fo rm ed  th a t  unl es s  
s h e  w i th d re w  h e r  r ig h t  to vote s h e  would 
lose he r  jo b .  Tha t  n ig h t  M rs .  H a m e r  
left h e r  family with  f ri ends  in Ruleville.  
H e r  h u s b a n d  was  u r g ed  to r em a in  unti l  the  
end  of the  h a rv e s t ,  a n d  was  p ro m is ed  that  
he  could take  his b e lo n g in g s .  Of course  
he w as  not allow ed to t ake  his be lo ng ings  at 
t he  end  of the  ha rv e s t  s e aso n .  M rs .  H a m e r  
and h e r  family had  m an y  u n fo r tu n a te  e x 
pe r i e n c e s  i nclud ing  s e v e re  b ea ti ngs .

For  m o n th s  M rs .  H a m e r  tr ied  to work 
with the  r e g u la r  M is s i ss ipp i  Democra t ic  
Pa r ty ,  f irst  a t t e m p t in g  to go to work on 
prec inct  level.  She  h a d  no luck, w h e n e v e r  
she  a t t e n d e d  a prec inc t m ee t in g  in R u le 
ville,  he r  h u s b a n d  recent ly  h ire d on a new 
job ,  was  fired th e  following day .

Th e  only way to a tt ack the  t ight poli t i 
cal m ach in e  wou ld  be to e s ta b l is h  a poli 
tical  pa rty  of t he i r  own.  M rs .  H a m e r  and 
he r  fellow work e r s  e s ta b l i s h e d  the ir  own 
party  a nd  n a m e d  it T H E  MISSISSIPPI  
F R E E D O M  PA RTY. T h e  M .F . D . P .  was 
fo rm ed  well  befo re  th e  A u g u s t  1964 D e m 
ocrat ic Conven t io n  th a t  m et  in At lant ic 
Citv,  New J e r s e y .  I ts  p ro g ra m  for ge tt ing  
su p p o r t  a m o n g  o th er  d e le g a t e s  to the  c o n 
vention was  well  o rg an ized  and  executeel .  
As early as M a y  1964 th e  M .F . D . P .  op e n e d  
an office in W a sh i n g t o n ,  D.C.

Th e  D e le g a te s  took the i r  v iews from 
that section of the  Declara t ion of I n d e p e n 
d ence  th a t  rea d s :  " W h e n e v e r  any form of 
G o v e rn m e n t  b e c o m e s  d es tr u c ti v e  of t h ese  
e n d s ,  it is Right of th e  P eop le  to a lte r  or 
aboli sh  it, a nd  to ins t i tu te  n e w  G o v e rn 
m en t  .

T h e  Conven t io n  was  o p e n e d  to Black and  
W h it e  alike.  And  th e  d e le g a t io n  that  came  
out of those  conven ti ons  was  m a d e  of 
peon le  doing  a v e ra g e  jo bs.  At th e  J u n e  
1964 m ee t in g  he ld in J a ck s o n ,  M iss i ss ipp i,  
a W h i t e  na ti ve  born  M is s i ss ipp ia n  n a m e d  
Ed K ing was  e lec ted  as C h a i rm a n  of its 
de lega t io n .  F an n ie  Lou H a m e r  was  elec ted 
V ice -C ha ir man .  For  the  first  t im e  in its 
hi story the  old-line M is s i ss ipp i  poli t icians 
w ere  be in g  c h a l l e n g e d  befo re  the  na tion 
and  the  wor ld  by thie
and  the  world by the i r  own c o ns ti tu en ts .  
The  M .F .D .P .  was  finally offered  a c o m 
pro m ise ,  th e  r e g u la r s ,  they  were  i nfo rmed, 
w ere  going  to be s e a t e d  a nd  two m e m b e r s  
of the  M .F . D . P .  could be s e a t e d  as dele- 
g a te s - a t- la rg e  at  th e  conven ti on .  But the  
choice of which  two of the i r  pa rt y  to be 
cho sen  would not be the i r s.  T h e  M .F .D .P .  
rej ec ted the co m p ro m is e  and  the i r  hope  of 
r ep lac ing the  Mis s i ss ipp i  r eg u la r s  died.

With  the  he lp of N o r th e rn  l iberals  the 
M .F .D .P .  was  la te r able  in W a sh in g to n  to 
cha ll enge  the  right of the  Miss is s ippi  
reg u la r s  to lake  s e a t s  in the  House  of 
R e p re se n ta t i v e s .  They lorced  an a n s w e r  to 
the  cha ll enge  from th e  Governors  and ot her  
S ta te  officials who i ssued  a s ta t e m e n t  
co n d e m n in g  violence and  racism in M is s i s s 

ippi.
Farmie Lou H a m e r  is kept busy now as 

a l ec ture r ,  tra ve li ng  to vario us  pa rt s  of the 
na tion.  She is th e  a u th o r  of a prat ica l  plan 
for feed ing  Su nf lo w er  C o u n ty ’s poor 
Blacks with d ignity .  F reed o m  F a r m s  which 
she  conce ived,  ge t  r ight to the  vitals ol 
the  c o n tr y ’s p ro b le m s.  M rs .  H a m e r  w an ts  
no chihl  on F re ed o m  F a r m s  to e x p e ri ence  
the  unce rt a in ty  of the  t en a n t  farm living 
s h e  knows too well .

On c o m m e n c e m e n t  Day in 1969 at  A t 
l a n t a ’s M o re h o u s e  College ,  Fa nn ie  Lou 
H a m e r  was  hon o red ,  the  s p e a k e r  in paying  
t r i bu te  to M rs .  H a m e r  sa id:  " F a n n i e  Lou 
H a m e r ,  you have  l it tle formal educa tion  
and yo ur  speech  is full o f e rro rs  in g r a m m a r  
and  diction; but you tell your  story  with a 
p aaa io n a le  power  that  is intens ifi ed  by 
p a in ,  and you are  a na tu ra l  l ea d e r  with the 
capacity to gu ide  and  in sp ire  yo ur fellow 
s u ff e rers .  You also h ave  the  abil i ty to 
awaken  in your  o p p r e s s e d  co u n tr y m en  
vour own u n q u e n c h a b le  ye a rn in g  for 
f reedom and equa li ty .  W e  pay t r i bu te  to 
\o u  for your  no ble  e x a m p le  of Black w o 
m anhood  , for you r s tr o n g  d e fe n s e  of h u m an  
d ignilv ,  and for your  fea r les s  promotio n 
of civil r igh t s  in your  na tiv e  s ta t e  of Miss - 
• ss ipp i. ”  M rs .  H a m e r  red e ived  the  honor  
with the  e a rt h ly  and  di gnified  simplicity 
befi t t i ng  a w o m a n  ol  valor and  g rea tn e s s .
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