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Blacks’ Dest iny In Own Hands
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H a r r y  Lee Doesn't  

Live Here A n y m o r e !
by R ose t ta  C. Tozzo 

PART ONE

If you drive up to the  M arch  1 1 , 1976, Mrs. 
D ickens ' house  in Scot- S and ra  D upree  cam e or 
land Neck North C arolina  to the  D ickens ' family 
and ask for Harry  Lee, yard and  accused  Harry 
you will be told "H arry  Lee of ear l ie r  a ssau lt ing  
Lee d o e s n ' t  live he re  he r  son and re lieving 
a nym ore !"  You may him of J5 .00 . H er son 
w onder,  (not knowing could not actually  iden- 
what has h a p p en e d ,)  ju s t  tify Harry  Lee as the 
"w here  is Harry  Lee?" culprit .  W itn e sse s  said  
He has gone from this  that M rs .  D upree  s trug-  
ear th ,  leaving you and I gled with Harry  Lee and 
here  to s u lfe r  w ars,  he was holding her 
crim es, d is ea s es ,  and  ha n d s  to keep he r  from 
prejudices: His  young s tr ik ing  him. She left
twenty-one year  old lile and then  re tu rn e d  a 
was "snuffed  out" in second or third time but 
M arch of this  year ,  by a with a gun at which point 
white m o the r  of lour and the a rg u m e n t  s ta r ted  
wife of a t r e e  Will Bap- again .  She th re a te ned  
list m inister!  him with the  gun  and he

I had the opportun i ty  w rest led  with he r  trying 
lo m eet the  Dickens to get the gun out of her 
family, M rs.  Dickens hands .  See ing  that he 
(m other),  s i s te rs ,  M rs .  could not m ake  her drop 
Patr icia  I’owell and M rs .  the gun ,  he fled. W'hen 
Katie Lee S m ith ,  and a he tu rned  to run ,  M rs.  
ne ighbor,  M rs .  M ae  D upree  sho t him in the 
W est Colield . Sit ting back of the  h ead .  Hear- 
and lis ten ing  U j  them  re- ing the sho t,  M rs .  
live the  incident that Dickens cam e ou ts ide  
occured on M arch  11th and saw he r  son lying 
was very touching. 1 mortally w ounded ,  part  
could tell by the  expres-  of his  b ra ins  coming out 
sion in e v e r y o n e 's  te a r  of his h ead .  A lthough 
filled eyes  that jus t  talk- M rs.  Dickens is a very 
ing about the  M arch  large w om an,  she  moved 
incident was very pain- hasti ly  tow ards  her s o n ' s  
ful. M rs.  Dickens ta lked body and  crad led  his 
of how much sh e  m issed  open skull in he r  a rm s ,  
h e r  only son and how he She said tha t  sh e  p rayed ,  
was a good y oungs ter .  "Oh Lord, p lease  put 
She  re la ted  the  time tha t  som e  life back into my 
she  bought  him a litt le s o n ' s  body. H e ' s  the 
pen knife b e ca u se  at the only son  I ' l l  e ver  have,  
lime all the  kids had  Lord p lease  d o n ' t let him 
them , you know, the  d ie !"  W hile  she  was 
ones that can be  used  as pray ing  and  crying, 
a key chain. O ne day she  Harry  Lee was say ing ,  
was s tan d in g  in the  kit- Uh Uh (m ean ing  no use) 
chon and Harry  Lee and then  he died! Listen- 
cam e in; he m us t  have ing to M rs .  D ickens, I 
been around  six years  was overcom e a n g er  and 
old, and he ju s t  stood em otion ,  my eyes  b egan  
ihere  nol say ing  any- to mist and 1 realized 
th ing jus i looking up at that I was c rying! Crying 
his m other .  She asked  yes for all the  m o the rs  of 
him what was the m a t te r  Harry  Ltn;s in the world . . 
and he lookeul up at her  Crying for the  m o th e r  of 
and said ,  "M atna ,  1 E m m et t  Till, a l though  1 
d o n ' l  really want this was a very young child 
knife, in fact 1 d o n ' t  when his life too was 
want to ever  carry a te rm ina te d  in the sou th  
weapon as long as I by whites .  M rs .  Dickens 
live!" To the tlay tha t  he said that he r  son had a 
(lied, M rs.  Dickens said black belt  in ka ra te  and  
that Harry Lee never  to had w an ted  lo he could 
her know ledge  carried have hurt both  M rs .  
any type of w eapon on D upree  and her son but 
his person. l^- thought he was  doing

Harry L e e 's  s is te rs  right by ru nn ing  away, 
and ne ighbor,  M rs.  He did not know that it 
Cofield, s ta ted  that on would cost him his life.
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What Poor People Want

*75
Democratic Convention.

S h a d e s  Of  T h e  
C i v i l  R i g h t s  M o v e m e n t

J im  C am pbell

W h en  th e  civil r igh ts  m ovem en t  Finally th e  K ings  w ere  t h e r e -
b egan  to w e en  in the  mid 60s and  
finally faded off the  A m erican  
scene  at the  adv en t  of the  70s, it 
a p p e a re d  tha t  its sp irit  and  
char ism a  would never  be  e x p e r 
ienced a ga in ,  at least  not soon.

B ut last  w eek  a t  th e  D em ocrat ic  
C onvent ion  th e  m o v e m e n t  once 
a gain  cam e  to life.  It b e g a n  writh 
B arbara  J o rd a n ,  w ho c apuva ted  
the  convent ion  with  h e r  e loquen t 
speech .  W hile  re p re sen ta t iv e  
Jo rd a n  was not as  well-known 
du ring  the  civil r igh ts  m o vem en t ,  
h e re  she  w as,  doing  a su p e rb  job 
and  receiv ing  n a tiona l acclaim ju s t  
as  o th e r  blacks had  done  during  
the  m ovem en t .

Som e of th e  old v a n g u a rd  of the  
civil r igh ts  days  w ere  fully part ic i 
pa ting  th ro u g h o u t  the  convention. 
Two m ajor  civil r igh ts  activists  of 
the  60s who a re  now c o n g re ssm e n ,  
p layed p r im e  roles in the  conven- 
t ion--W alter  F laun troy  of W a s h 
ington , D.C . an d  A n d re w  Young of 
A tlan ta ,  w hose  close ties with Dr. 
M ar tin  L u th e r  K ing ,  J r .  and  
S .C.L .C . is his tory .

Posit ive re su lts  from th e  efforts  
o f  the  civil r igh t is t  a d e cad e  ago 
w ere clearly ev iden t w hen  it was 
observed  tha t  the  le a d e r  of the  
M iss issippi de lega tion  was  a black 
who gave  tha t  s t a t e ' s  roll call.

The  K e n n ed y s  w ere  th e re .  Not 
jus t  S e na to r  E dw ard  K e n n ed y  but 
E thel and  J a q u e l in e  O nasis  were  
also p re s en t ,  r em ind ing  us  of the 
support  the  m ov e m en t  g a rned  
from this  family.

H u n d re d s  of influential n o n 
convention m e m b e r  blacks w ere  
p re sen t  inc luding  the  R everend  
Jes s ie  Jac k so n ,  who re m inde d  
reporte rs  tha t  his  o u s te r  in 1972 
at the D em ocrat ic  C onvent ion  of 
powerful M ayor  Daley of Chicago 
was due  to the  m a y o r ' s  re fusa l  to 
abide by the  ru les  of the  con 
vention. This  t im e around  M ayor 
Daley was su r ro u n d e d  with his  fair 
re p re sen ta t io n  of m inor it ies  and 
smiling as if no th ing  ever 
h a p p en e d .

C ore tta  a n d  M . L. K ing ,  Sr .,  
a ffectionately known as D addy 
K ing. His  son ,  M ar t in  L u ther  
K ing,  J r .  a lways b e g an  a n d  closed 
his m e e t in g s  with p ra y e r .  It was 
with R eve re nd  K ing ,  Sr. th a t  the  
convention  re a ch e d  its zeni th .  His 
dow n-hom e p ra y e r  s e e m e d  to have  
rea ch e d  the  aud ience  and  the  con 
vention  b u rs t  in to s ing ing  "W e 
shall Ovrcom e".

T here  w ere  m any  eyes  in 
M ad ison  S q u a re  G a rde ns .  T here  
w ere  millions m ore  hopefu l people  
w atch ing  on te levision across  the  
nation .

O ne w onders  w ha t  th e  R ep u b l i 
cans  will do for an encore?

One of the  p rob lem s  with being 
poor and  pow erless  is that a lot of 
people  a ss u m e  they know w h a t 's  
b es t  for you an d  d o n ' t  ever bother 
ask ing  w hat you want,  w h a t 's  on 
your m ind ,  or what you need.

T h a t ' s  why a recen t survey by 
the  W ash in g to n ,  D.C. Urban 
L eague  is so im por tant .  That 
com m unity  organization designed 
a q u est ionnaire  and conducted a 
survey of se lec ted  poverty  ne igh 
borhoods in th e  n a t io n ' s Capital to 
find out w hat the  people  th e m 
selves th ink  abou t the ir  s ituation.

I t ' s  t ru e  tha t  poor people have 
b e en  s tud ied  to dea th ,  most often 
by scholars  trying to prove that 
s o m e t h in g 's  wrong with the  poor. 
R em e m b e r  all of those psuedo- 
scientific  s tu d ie s  purpor ting  to 
show tha t  black families are d is 
o rgan ized ,  tha t  blacks IQs are low, 
tha t  schools  d o n ' t  m a tte r ,  and  all 
the  re s t?

Such s tu d ie s  m ad  the  poor into 
objects ,  th ings  to be studied  the 
way scien tis ts  s tudy  lab animals. 
They d i d n ' t  t rea t  the  poor as 
people  w hose  opinions counted 
and w hose  pe rcep t ions  were valu
able  and  w orthy  of consideration.

The  W ash in g to n  Study treated 
people  with  re spec t and further ,  
was act ion-orien ted .  It tried to 
p inpoint  a re as  of concern that 
could b e  followed up  with sound 
action to im prove p e o p le 's  lives, 
not b lam e  th e m  for w h a t ' s wrong.

Som e of  the  findings are in te r 
e s t ing ,  an d  applicable  to other 
com m unities .  I d o n ' t  have the
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space here  for a  com prehensive 
report,  bu t h e re  a re  a few of the 
findings tha t  o u g h t  to ge t  some 
attention.

A basic  com m unity  p rob le m  was 
found to be  the  h igh  cost of food, 
in part a reflection o f  th e  lack of 
competition in th e  g h e t to  economy 
as large m arke ts  and  chains  have 
abandoned inner-c ity  ne ighbor
hoods. M any peop le  re p o r ted  they 
to travel far from th e i r  hom es  to 
buy food and o th e r  necessit ies ,  
and four out of five said  such 
goods a re  available  c h eap e r  in 
other,  m ore aff luen t ne ighbor
hoods.

The answ er to th is  s ituation, 
supplied by the  peop le  themselves 
are for m ore and b e t te r  consumer 
education and for establish ing  
be tte r shopp ing  facil it ies in their 
neighborhoods. Co-op a r ra n g e 
ments  and pu t t ing  m a rk e t s  on city- 
owned land would  go a long way 
toward m aking th is  a  reality .

Not surpris ing ly ,  lack of jobs 
and decent income a re  continuing 
problems. The in te rre la tedness  
of social p rob lem s is dem onstra ted  
by the fact tha t  ha lf  of th e  unem
ployed blacks in the  su rvey  lost 

' their- • jobfe '̂ b e c a u s e  -o f  ’ health 
problems.

The popu lar  a s su m p tio n  that 
unem ploym ent is effectively cus
hioned by jobless  benef i ts  was 
disproved: only a bou t 16 percent 
of the out-of work- b lacks surveyed 
were receiving such  benef its .

A majority said  they  n e ed  job- 
training and  even  those  who were 
working indica ted  they  w ere  look
ing for ano th e r  jo b ,  probably 
because of the  low pay scales.  
All of this  s u g g es ts  th a t  tra ining 
program s,  with  jobs  a t  th e  en d  of 
the line, a re  d e sp e ra te ly  n e e d e d  in 
urban areas .  A nd  consum er- 
oriented heal th  facil it ies a re  tied to 
the job issue s ince t h e y ' r e  needed  
to assure  the  b e t te r  he a l th  that 
enables people  to work.

Child care ranked  h igh  on the 
list of cit izens concerns ,  with  four- 
fifths of the peop le  calling for 
m ore  day care  c en te rs .  Existing 
child care serv ices  a re  a dra in  on 
their low incom es,  b u t  a re  n e ce s 
sary if adu lts  a re  to b e  free to 
work.

Crime is a p re s s in g  p roblem , 
and this most vic timized c o m m u 
nity w ants m ore  and b e t t e r  reh ab i 
litative p ro g ram s  and  is less 
hooked on the  v e n g ea n c e  th a t  the 
law and o rde r  s u p p o r te rs  are  
always shou t ing  abou t .  T h e  will- 
m gness  of the  peop le  in th e  survey 
to join c it izens ' pa tro ls  indicates 
that curbing  c rim e in low-income 
neighborhoods can b e t te r  utilixe 
citizen and  com m unity  solu tions 
than  has  traditionally  b e e n  the 
case.

T here's  a lot more, but the 
essential point is that w e as a 
nation have to stop berating the 
poor and start listening to their 
needs, their solutions, and their 
aspirations.
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