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THE BETTER WE K N O W  US . . .
KENSTOIN— H is  a n n o u n c e m e n t  from  
th e  pulpit  on  S u n d a y ,  A u g u s t  1, that  

h e  w ould  retire from th e  p asto r a te  o f  

First M iss ion ary  B a p tis t  C hurch, E ast  
S tree t.  K in s to n ,  e f fe c t iv e  O ctober  17,  
1976, n o ted  th e  term in at io n  o f  a 48-  

y ear p ro fe s s io n a l  ten u re  on  t h e  part o f  

Dr. R . Irving B o o n e .

A  tw o-yea r  p rin cipa lsh ip  o f  the  
Lincoln H e ig h t s  H ig h  S ch oo l o f  

W ilk e sb o ro ,  w a s  fo l lo w ed  by a ten-  

y ea r  period  a s  s u p e r v is in g  principal  
o f  th e  9 6 - tea ch er ,  R o ck in g ham -  

R ich m o n d  C ounty  N e g r o  S ch o o ls .  
D u r in g  five o f  t h e s e  s a m e  y e a r s ,  h e  

s erv e d  as  p asto r  o f  th e  P rov id en ce  

B a p tis t  C hurch  o f  R ock in gh a m  and  

th e  F r ien d sh ip  B ap t is t  Church o f  
H a m le t .

In 1941, h e  b e g a n  a 23 -year  p a s t o 
rate o f  th e  C entral B ap tis t  Church o f  

W ilm in g to n .  D u r in g  h is  m in is try  in  

W ilm in g to n ,  h e  f o u n d ed ,  and  for 15 

y e a r s ,  s e r v e d  as  P r es id en t  o f  th e  

E a stern  C arolina  S ch ool for M in i s 
t er s .

In 1964, h e  a cc e p te d  an a p p o in t 
m e n t  to th e  facu lty  o f  E liza b eth  City  

S ta te  U n iv ers ity ,  in  th e  cap acity  o f  

A s s is ta n t  P ro fe sso r  o f  S o c io lo gy  and  

C a m p u s  M in is te r .  H e  s e r v e d  the  

u niv ers ity  for a p eriod  o f  t en  yea r s ,  
retiring from his  p o st  th ere  in  1974. 
D urin g  h is  t e n u re  on th e  faculty  at

E C S U , h e  s e r v e d ,  s im u lta n e o u s ly ,  as  
p astor  o f  th e  P le a s a n t  P la in s  B ap tis t  

C hurch o f  A h o sk ie .
In th e  m e a n t im e -s e v e n  y ea rs  ago-  

h e  a cc e p te d  th e  p asto r a te  o f  First  

M iss io n a ry  B a p tis t  C hu rch , E a st  St.  

K in sto n .  D u r in g  h is  first t h ree  years  

at th e  local p a sto r a te ,  h e  co m m u te d ,  

p er iod ica lly ,  to s e r v e  th e  K inston  
p u lp it ,  w h i le  a lso  u t il iz in g  th e  s e r 

v ic e s  o f  a s s i s t a n t s ,  to s e r v e  in  his  

a b s e n c e .
In 1974, u pon  h is  re t irem en t  at 

E liza b eth  City S ta te  U n iv ers ity ,  h e  

and  M rs.  B o o n e  took up r e s id e n c e  in 

K in sto n ,  m o v in g  in  their  new ly -b u i lt  

h o m e ,  at 6 0 5  E a g le  R oad.

W ith  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  h is  local 
p a s to r a te - s e v e n  years  a g o -th ere  w as  
im m e d ia te ly  la u n ch ed  a broad  "Go 

Forward" p rog ra m , in vo lv in g  a v a r 
ie ty  o f  re m o d e l in g ,  ren o v a t io n ,  and  

b eau tif ica t ion  p ro jec ts ,  w ith  im p r o v e 
m e n ts  on th e  church p lant  in  e x c e s s  

o f  $ 7 5 ,0 0 0 .0 0 ;  and all o f  t h e s e  im 
p ro v em e n ts  on a "Pay-as-you-go"  

b a s i s ,  w hich  m e a n s  th a t ,  p r es en t ly ,  
th ere  are no  e n c u m b r a n c e s  on  th e  

church .

In th e  m e a n t im e ,  con cu rren tly ,  
th ere  h a s  g o n e  forw ard an e x t e n s iv e  

o rg an ization a l ex p a n s io n  p rogram ,  
w ith  n u m e r o u s  ad dit ion a l activ ities  

and la rg e  b u d g e ta r y  in c r e a s e s  for the

v arious  d en o m in a t io n a l  ob ject iv es .  
D urin g  th e  s a m e  p er io d ,  ap p ro x i 
m a te ly  100 n e w  m e m b e r s  h a v e  b e e n  

a d d e d  to th e  church  m e m b e r s h ip ,  and  

f ive  fu nc tion a l a u x iliar ie s  an d  d e p a r t 

m e n t s  a d d e d  to th e  o rgan ization a l  
s tru ctu re .

W ith  his  m ajor co n cen tra tion  in  th e  

a reas  o f  re l ig io n  and ed u ca t io n .  Dr.  
B o o n e  has fo u nd  t im e  to id en t ify  h im 

s e l f  w ith  a variety  o f  o ther  act iv it ie s ,  
on th e  loca l,  s ta te  an d  n ation a l l e v e ls .

For th e  p a st  f if teen  y e a r s ,  h e  has  

se rv e d  as  Editor o f  T h e  M a s o n ic  

J ou rn a l ,  Official O rgan  o f  th e  Grand  

L o d g e  o f  P r ince  H all free  an d  a c c ep t 
ed  M a s o n s  in  N orth  C arolina , and  as  
Grand D irector  o f  P u b lic  R ela t ions-for  

a tok en  h onorar iu m . T h e s e  o f f ices  h e  

still h o ld s .  For th e  p a st  s ix  y ea rs-u p  
until h is  recen t  re t irem e n t  from  such  

off ice  - h e  h as  s e rv e d  th e  N ational  
R ole  o f  Grand C haplain  o f  th e  I m 
proved  b e n e v o le n t  p ro tec tiv e  order of  

Elks o f  th e  w orld .  U p o n  action  o f  the  

Grand E x h a lted  R uler o f  IB P O E W , o f  

P h ilad e lp h ia ,  h e  is  p res en t ly  - n a m ed  

for life  - Grand C hap la in ,  E m er itu s ,  o f  

th e  E lks.

H e  s erv e d  for ten  y ears  as  s ta t is t i 
cian o f  th e  G enera l  Bap tis t  S ta te  C o n 
v en t ion  o f  North  C arolina , In c . ,  and  
for four y ea rs  as  C hairm an o f  th e  

E x ec u t iv e  C o m m it tee  o f  th e  C o n v e n 

t io n ' s  E x ec u t iv e  Board; w h i le  he  

s e r v e d ,  re p e a te d ly ,  as  C hairm an o f  

th e  D e n o m in a t io n 's  C o m m it tee  on  
R eso lu t io n s .  H e  is still a m e m b e r  o f  
th e  E x ec u t iv e  B oard .

H is  sch o larly  m a n u scr ip ts  in c lu d e ,  
m e a n s  and e n d s  in R e lig io u s  E d u c a 
tion: S o m e  D is t in c t iv e  P r o b lem s  of  

th e  City Church; A  F u n ction a l S tudy  

o f  th e  M in ister ia l  P ro fess io n ;  Vital 
D im e n s io n s  o f  E ffec tiv e  Power;  

N e g ro  P r o g res s .  8  V o lu m es .

A  n a t ive  o f  M u fre esb o ro  (Hertford  

C ounty) N .C . ,  his  ed u ca t ion a l  b ack 
grou n d  in c lu d es  S h a w  U n ivers ity ,  
R a le ig h;  Lincoln U n iv ers ity ,  Oxford,  

PA; N .C .  C entral U n ivers ity ,  D urham  

U nio n  T h eo lo g ica l  S em in a ry  and  

C o lu m bia  U n iv ers ity ,  N e w  York City; 

Th e U n iv ers ity  o f  N orth  Carolina,  
C hap el Hill; w h i le  h is  trave ls  abroad  

in c lu d e  tours o f  parts o f  th ree  con t i 
n en ts  - E u ro p e , A frica ,  and A sia ,  
E m b rac in g  all o f  T h e  H oly  Land.

In addition  to an a b b r ev ia te d  s c h e 

du le  with re l ig io u s  and  fraternal act i 

v it i e s ,  Dr. B o o n e ,  fo l lo w in g  h is  re t ire 
m e n t ,  will b e  u t il iz in g  his  t im e  in rest  

and  re laxation  w ith  h is  w ife  at their  
K in sto n  r e s id e n c e ,  and e n g a g e d  in 

th e  w rit ing  o f  th ree  ad dit ion a l b ooks ,  
already  b e g u n .  T h ere  are a lso  p lans  

for s o m e  further (deferred )  trave ls .

To k no w  Dr. B o o n e ,  a lso  m e a n s ,  
T H E  B E T T E R  W E  K N O W  U S.
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T h e  1976 Ed i t ions  of T H E  TRIBUNAL AO) will 
be  ded ic a ted  to A m e r ic a 's  b icente nnia l  Ce le 
b ra t io n .  with  e m p h a s is  on contr ibu t ions  ou r  Race 
h a s  m a d e  in the  m ak ing  of Am erica ,  from 
birth  to the  p re se n t .

In 1976 t h e r e  stiould not be  a nee d  to lift these  
con tr ibu t ions  from isola ted sources .  O u r  pas t

should  ne  in terw oven into  the  fabric of ou r  ci- 
\ i l i / a t io n .  be c a u se  >\e are .  except  for t h e  Indian.
A m er ica ’s o ldes t  ethnic  minority .

W e  ha\<' he lped  m ak e  America  w ha t  it was.  
an d  what  it i>. since  th e  i 'oumling of Virginia.
W e hax e bee n  a factor in m any m ajor is sues  in 
ou r  his tory.  T h e re  hav e lM*en m any  m isdeeds

Faye Ashe. Black History Editor

aga ins t  us . \ e t  w o  ha\<- l»ej*n able  to live th ro ugh 
th e m  an<l fight hack. This  is living pro of of ou r 
liistorv.

lJur ro \v  in th<' making of Amer ica is ne i ther  
\\»'!l known »)r (“o r r e c lh  knowit. M any  positive* 
contr ihulintis liave (“sca ped  his tori an s  a n d  have 
not fotin<l the ir  vvuN inl(» the  page s  of tnany 
lilslorv books.

W e  will striv<‘ to giv<* reaficTs. Black and 
whit<‘. m a n \  l i lt le -knoun la<'ts alxMit o u r  past  

a n d  it is hop<‘d that  a prop<*r pe r spec t ive  of ou r  
hislorv will ln' of valu<* to p e r so n s  who m}»y 
lx lie\<‘ tha t  as  Black people we hav<* no uil- 
w(>rth\ pasl :  and  hence , no s t rong  cla ims to 
all rig h ts  ot o th e r  A m ericans .

FLORENCE SCHOOL A N D  C O M M U N I T Y
"What is now the Florence Primary 

School has gone through many 
changes since its beginning as an all 
Black School in the Florence Commu
nity. Mrs. Joanne Delaune, School 
Historian was unable to establish the 
exact date o f  the f irs t school. She has 
through her research been able to 
compile the history o f  the Florence 
School and its community. Mrs. 
Delaune spent many hours going 
through school records, books and 
interviews with local citizens. On 
M ay 20th her research ended with the 
presentation o f  the book to the P.T.A. 
which is now in the school library. All 
facts cannot be presented here, but 
you are invited to visit the Library and 
read the History o f  the Florence 
School and community.

A  history  o f  th e  F lo ren ce  C o m m u 

nity w ould  b e  im c o m p le te  w ith o u t  an  

accoun t o f  th e  B ea rd  F a m ily  an d  the  

fa m o u s  B e a r d ' s  H at S hop  w h ich  w a s  

lo ca ted  3 / 4  m ile s  s o u th  o f  th e  V il la ge .

Richard Beard  ca m e  from N an-
'•ket in  1772 and s e t t le d  in  the  

Florem c C o m m u n ity ,  b u i ld in g  his  

h o u s e  ab out 3 0 0  yards sou th  o f  the  

Fr ien d s  M e e t in g  H o u s e .  H is  so n ,  
W ilH am , in h er i ted  h is  fa th e r ' s  p lace  

an lived  th ere  until h is  d ea th  in 

1795. W ilh a m  w a s  a m a n  o f  m any  

sk ills ,  a m o n g  t h e m  b e in g  that of  

m aki s  m e n ' s  h a ts .  At h is  d ea th  h e  

w illed  h is  h a t t e r ' s  to o ls  to  h is  so n ,  

D avid , w ho  b o u g h t  land  from  P h in ea s  

M e n d e n h a l l  and built  a s h o p ,  h o m e ,  

and  schi ol ab out 3 / 4  o f  a m ile  south  

f  F lo ren ce  w h e re  h e  m a d e  h a ts  from  

about 1797 to  1849. L ocally , th is  

le s id  n e e  w a s  k now n  as  a s ta t ion  in  

the  u n d er g ro u n d  railroad. H e  w a s  a 

key f 'gu re in  s m u g g l in g  s la v e s  and  

th e  ree  N e g r o  out  o f  th e  South  until  
1860. B e a r d ' s  H at S hop  w as  a th riv 
in g  in d u stry  th ro u g h  all th e s e  years  

and i^ ea rd 's  h ats  w e r e  k no w n  all over  

th is  part o f  th e  C oun try .  P e o p le  w ho  

w ere  g o in g  w e s t ,  as  s o  m a n y  did  from  

th is  s ec t io n  in  th e  25  y ea r  p rec ed in g  

. th e  Civil  W a r ,  w o u ld  take a lo n g  a n e w

hat. A n d  th ey  m u st  h a v e  b e e n  proud  

o f  t h e s e  h a ts ,  for e v e n  to th is  day  

d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  tra v e l 
ers  coii.u back  to v is it  th e  h au n ts  o f  

I heir a n ces to rs ,  an d  o n e  o f  th e  m o st  

frequ en t q u e s t io n s  con cern s  B e a r d ' s  

H at S hop . T im e  h as  e r a se d  th e s e  

s i LS as  th ey  no lo n g er  e x is t .

A n o th er  o f  th e  F lo ren ce  landm arks  

w a s  B arn u m s C h a p e l .  L avania  Beard  

m arried  I h o m a s  B arn u m , a m eth o -  

dist M in is te r ,  an d  s e t t le d  across  the  

road north  o f  th e  old  B eard  h o m e .  
T h ey  built  a church  in  F lo ren ce  know n  

as B a rn u m s C h ap e l .  This church  w a s  

u se d  for y ear s  as  a p la ce  o f  w orship  

for all d e n o m in a t io n s .  It w a s  built  on  

th e  p resen t  s i t e  o f  th e  T u r n e r 's  

C h a p el  gra ve  yard. T h e  orginial 
b u i ld m g  w a s  co n stru cted  o f  bricks  

m a 'e b ) D avid  B eard . In Colinial 
t im e s  bricks w ere  a lw a ys  m a d e  on  

tho s i t e  o f  con stru ction . S o m e t im e  

b efore  th e  Civil W ar th e  B a rn u m s'  
m o v ed  ,o Ind iana.

T h e  property  w a s  p u r ch a se d  by J. 
H arper J o h n s to n  an d  later p urch a sed  

by th e  Black c o n g re g a t io n  o f  A .M .E .  

Churi'h.

A s  m e n t io n e d  in  th e  article , "The  

V illage  o f  F loren ce"  by H. Clay  

B rig gs  th e  Kody L an caster  h o u s e  w as  

p ur ch a se d  by  a b lack  m a n ,  P r ess ley  

W ya tt  R aper.  " Pres  Raper" w a s  a 

w ell  k now n and r e sp e c te d  le a d e r  in 

th e  c o m m u n ity ,  an d  it is  th o u gh t  

today  that h e  p la y ed  a part in  se t t l in g  

the  tu rb u len ce  o f  th e  re -con stru ction  

period. T h e  ruins o f  h is  h o tise  s ta n d s  

on t' e  property  ad jo in in g  th e  p resen t  

Floren ce  Prim ary S ch ool p la yg ro u n d  

and the  Guilford C oun ty  S ch ool Board  

is p e s e n t ly  a cq u ir in g  th is  p arce l o f  
1 ad.

T h e  first sch o o l  b u i ld in g  er e c te d  in  

the  F loren ce  c o m m u n ity  for b lacks is  

r e m e m b e r e d  and  sa id  to h a v e  e x i s te d  

o the  back part o f  th e  Pettiford  

p roperty .

M r s .  S a v an n ah  W il l ia m so n  r e m e m 

b ers  h er  g r a n d m o t h e r ' s  m e m o r ie s  of  

a t u i d m g  a lo g  ca b in  sch o o l .  The  

c h iL r e n  w h o  a t ten d ed  th is  first  

F loren ce sch o o l  are n o  lo n g er  living;  

th ere .uro , w e  w e r e  u n a b le  to secu re  

any ore in form ation .

Th e  ch ildren  o f  F loren ce  th en  w en t  

to th e  J a m e s t w o n  off ice  build ing  

op p o s ite  th e  old M e n d e n h a l l  s tore ,  
corner o f  H ig h  Po int  City Lake p ro 

perty . Ju d ith  M e n d e n h a l l  ta u g h t  the  

black ' h i ld i e n  th e  u su a l  s u b jec ts  p lus  

hou^ hold  d u t ie s ,  re l ig ion , and good  

b eh avior .  T his  s ch o o l  w a s  part o f  the  

p abody  fu n d s .

Cont n u in g  to fo l lo w  ed u ca t io n  for 

th e  Black m a n  in  F lo ren ce  will b e  

strirtly from a p p r ov ed  m in u te s  of  

Guillord C ounty  Sch oo l  Board  

m e e t in g s .

C hronolog ica l O rder:

J anuary 3, 1887 - J a m e s to w n  District  

# ( olored)
Board m e m b e r s  w ere:
Dr. N e r e u s  i \ l e n d e n h a l l ,  C hairm an  

Dr. M e  uii 
P ro lessu r  M . H . Holt 
"By ord r o f  th e  board . Dr. M e n d en -  

h r  w a s  o rd ered  to s top  sa id  District  

b e c a u s e  o f  w a n t  o f  p a tro n g e  and  

g en er a l  d is sa t is fa c t io n  on part of  

patrons "

D L e m b e r 5 ,  1 8 8 7 -J a m esto w n  District  

ffl (uolored)
Secreta r)  ord ered  to v isit  J a m e s -  

t' wii ind  report as to  ad v isab ili ty  o f  

m o v in g  sch o o l  s i te  on  d iv id ing  

dis ir icts ."

N e ls o n ,  P r es to n  R aper,  A lex a n d er  

P ettiford  b e  ap p o in ted  sch oo l comit-  

t e e  for D istrict  #1 (colored).

1890 - T his s e c o n d  F lo ren ce  School  

w a s  built  s o m e w h e r e  on the  D ell  (sis)  
Cain  p rop erty .  T h e  p resen t  s ite  o f  the  

W il Fuller S erv ice  S tation . The  

s ch oo l ' ad its  b e g in n in g  w ith  ap p rox i 
m a te ly  30  s t u d e n ts  in an u n p a in ted ,  
o n e roou] stru ctu re  fea tu r in g  hand-  

a d e  b e n c h e s  cut from rou gh  lu m b er  

a recreation  p latform  across  th e  front  

■ 1 th e  room , a recta n g ula r  sp a c e  on  

the  w all p a in ted  black to s e r v e  as  a 

blackboard and  a large  cast-iron  s to v e  

in the ce . . ter  o f  th e  room . For 19 

ars th is  sch o o l ,  a lw a y s  ta u g h t  by a 

m a n , s e rv e d  the gro w in g  co m m u n ity .

D e c e m b e r s ,  1892
O rdered  by the  board  that the  school  
#1 Ja s to w n  (colored) b e  rpoved  

back to F loren ce .

1894 - School can b e  traced to old 

Induigc'd M e e t in g  H o u s e  (better  

r e m e n ib e n  d by the  b lacks as  P r im i
t ive Bap tis t  C hurch). T his  parcel of  

land x is ted  in s id e  o f  H ig h  Point City  

Lake property  and  is o n e  o f  th e  D eep  

River Fr ien d s  C h u rc h e s .  - . ,

Fof l Ni l e rs  Day  P r o g r a m  

H e l d  At  F l o r e n c e  S c h o o

M rs. J o A n n  D e la u n e  (right) s h o w s  a n ote-  
.. oi. .she c o m p iled  aliuut th e  h istory  o f  F lo 
re n c e  School to four w o m e n  w h o  took part in  a  
F ou n d e rs  D a y  p rog ra m  at th e  sch o o l .  T h ey  a re  
(l-r) iVIrs. F lo ren ce  AJlen, M r s .  A lice  J a ck so n ,  
M rs. An I. ice S m ith ,  a n d  M is s  S a v a n n a h  
W illia m so n .  F lo ren ce  S ch o o l ,  on  P e n n y  R oad  
n ea r  W e n d o v e r  R oad , g o e s  hack  to  th e  ear ly  
18(M)'s. T h e  F o u n d e r s  D a y  p rogram  w a s  s p o n 
s o red  b y  th e  F lo ren ce  S ch o o l  P .T .A .

S p tem . er 2 9 ,
Petition  o f  J a m e s t o w n  c i t izen s  asking  
for n e w  d istrict  (w h ite ) .  Pet it ion  w as  

ranted .

Jan uary  2 , 1889 - J a m e s to w n  District  

#1
#1 (colored)
The board ord ered  that C harles

m
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1776 Honoring America s Bicentennial 1976


