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E D I T O R I A L S
*You’re A P a r t  Of The Solution, Or You’re A P a r t  O f  The Problem  ’

TIE flEWJ IF T it  f l l T E I ’S UE HT U M TS H U E  IF TIE PUEI'S

P o i n t

by Albert A. CampbeO

THIS IS SOMETHING WE CAN DO FOR OURSELVES...VOTE

We?
A  shor t  w h i l e / a g o v a  f r iend and  1 were 

ta lk ing  about  sojne ^  the  p ro b lem s  of  Black 
people  in th is  c J i n ^ y .  One in par t icu la r  was, 
the  difficulty B l^ks^  are  now hav ing  with 
i d e n t i t y .  W e  ' u o t h  a r r i v e d  a t  s i m i l a r  
conclus ions;  tha t  be ing .  Black people are 
thoroughly  confused  as to w hat  they are ,  who 
they  are , and  w hat  role they should play in 
this country .

It is commonly  felt tha t  if a Black advocates  
be ing  a Black first and  an American  second,  
he  is m ore  than  ju s t  a mil itant . He is a radical  
and  poss ibly even a fool. Whi le on the  o th e r  
h and ,  most  o th e r  nationali t ies,  or all 1 would 
say, are  firs t from their  m o th e r  land  and  
second Am er icans .

Being confused .  Blacks have  tr ied to 
a m a lg a m a te  into the  Am er ican  sys tem , but  
m ost  of  all in doing so, t h e y ’ve also tr ied  to 
l o se  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y ,  w h ic h  is q u i t e  
jm poss ib le -excep t  for those  who can “ p a s s ” . 
Blacks s t rugg le  to be every th ing  bu t  w hat  they 
really are.

If you look at o the r  nationali t ies  or  e thn ic  
g roups ,  y o u ’ll find that  they  are  first what 
they  w ere  born  to be , a n d  second ,  adop t ing  
som e  of  th e  life styles  w here  ever  they  happen  
to be .  Je w ish  peop le  do not a t tem p t  to deny 
th a t  they  are  Je w ish  by m elt ing  into a society 
and  losing the i r  original identi ty . They simply  
st r ive to harm on ize  within the  society b u t  at 
t h e  sa m e  t im e m ain ta in ing  their  iden ti ty . 
Likewise, the  sa m e  holds  t ru e  with th e  m any  
o th e r  nationali t ies  in this  country ,  excep t  
Blacks. Our  s t rong  des ire  to be  a par t  of  this 
society inf luences us to melt into it, th e reb y  
tak ing  on m any  false  identi t ies .

C u l tu res  o f  o the r  e thn ic  g roups  are  b rough t  
to this country  by th e m ,  and  very strong 
efforts  a re  e x e r te d  to m ain ta in  th e m ,  even in 
th is  country . Large su m s  of  m oney are  e a rn e d  
while exploit ing the  dif ferent  cu l tu res  of 
fore ign lands .  Movies m ak ers  compel l  us to 
a dm ire  the  tradit ional  d an ce  o f  ano ther  
country or  marvel  at c u s to m e rs  which  are 
s t r an g e  to us. Yet Black cu l tu re  and  cus tom es  
have b een  ignored  and  in som e  cases  
r id iculed .  And b ecau se  of  this . Blacks dislike,  
and  in som e  cases  are  a s h a m e d  of  the i r  
n a t u r a l  a t t r i b u t e s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  w h i l e  
s t rugg l ing  to be  a par t  of  this society , we ten d  
to deny  som e  of our  na tu ra l  abil it ies .

M any  nationali t ies  are  notorious for  cer ta in  
n atu ra l  abil it ies , and  all should  b e  p roud .  
G e rm a n s  a re  known for  brain  power ,  while 
J a p a n e s e  a re  known to be  exper t  m ach in is t .  
Right  he re  let me point out , tha t  everybody  
cannot  be th e  sam e.  Somebody has  to b e  a 
dance r ,  som ebody  has  to be  an a th le te ,  whi le 
o thers  have  to be  w h a tev e r  else the  world 
needs .

T h e r e  is n o t h i n g  d i s h o n o r a b l e  o r  
disgraceful  about  be ing  a good  any th ing .  If 
your na tura l  abil it ies  lean tow ard  athlet ics , 
than  b e  a good a th le te ,  an d  d o n ’t be mis lead  
into believing that  yours is the  ta lent  of  a 
dum m y. D u m m ies  d o n ’t ea rn  u pw ards  of  one 
h u n d red  th o u sa n d  dollars  ($100,000) per  year . 
D um m ies  d o n ’t b eco m e  na tional ,  or  even 
in ternational  ce lebr i t ies .  W h a t  ever  your  
ta len t  m igh t  be.  if p roperly  v iewed and  used ,  
the  rew ard s  for  th e m  can be unlimited  
financially, emotionally ,  and  any o ther  way so 
des i red .

“ Black an d  P r o u d "  has  been  a popu la r  
say ing  tha t  I would like to see  practiced.
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M l o t

' HAVE BEEN AWAKENED TO
JUSTICE By THESOUNDOFSONGS 
AND SERMONS, SPEECHES AHD 
PEACEFUL DEMONSTRATIONS. BUT 
THE NOISELESS, SECRET VOTE 
WILL thuhoeo fouth  a  hundred
TIMES MORE LOUDLY. '

ifp rs ioe N T  JOHNSON

__

TO BE EQUAL

by *1
V ernon  E. J o r d a n , J r .

Cities—The H id d en  Issue
W e ’ve m a n ag ed  to ge t  this far  in the 

election cam paign  without anyone really 

p ress ing  the  big hidden issue -  the  fate 
of the  cities.

Except for the  growing metropolises  of 
the  so-called “ s u n b e l t " ,  most major 
A merican  cities are  experiencing  loss of 
jobs ,  deteriorat ion  of housing  stock, poor 
transporta tion  facilities, high ra tes  of 
inner-ci ty poverty, and  ex t rem e fiscal 
crisis.

Large section of som e cities look like 
b o m b e d - o u t  w a s t e l a n d s  as  h o u s in g  
a b a nd onm en t  sp reads .  Crim e makes  
many neighborhoods unsake  and the 
schools are  laying off te achers  in the  face 
of the  special needs  of poor  pupils.

Such a s itua tion calls for a Domestic 
U rban M arshall  Plan tha t would  harness  
t h e  v a s t  p o w e r s  of  t h e  f e d e r a l  
governm ent,  s ta te  and  local governm ents  

'  and the  private  sector for a full-scale 
effort to save the  cities and  res to re  u rban  
vitality.

But n ei ther  cand idate  has  endorsed  
such a p rogram , or  even come close to it. 

Caution seem s to be the byword, as both  
cand ida tes  fea r  scaring  off vote rs with 
proposals  for bold new program s.

But this as sum es  a conservation am ong 

the  e lectorate  th a t ' s  not justi fied. True, 
many public opinion polls show more 
p e o p l e  w i l l in g  to  ca ll  t h e m s e l v e s  
" c o n s e rv a t iv e ."  But at the  sam e time 
most people favor social p rogram s like 
national hea lth  in surance  and expanded  
efforts to cut unem ploym ent.

One national poll on federa l priorities 
found only 3 percent concerned about 
"excess ive  spend ing  on social p rob ­
l e m s ."  The  sam e people who parro t the 

com mon com plaints  about W ashington  
and  " b ig  g o v e rn m e n t"  also  say  they 
w ant the  governm en t to do som eth ing  

about jobs ,  housing and  o ther  is sues  tha t 
affect the ir  lives.

So th e r e 's  little reason for candidates  

to  m isread  the polls and  as su m e  th e y ’ve 
got to soft peddle  the  is sues  tha t really 

concern people. Both the  cand idates  are 
be ing  cautious, saying th a t  only a little 
t inkering  will do the  trick and  shrink from 

p rog ram s of the scale of a Domestic 
U r b a n  M a r s h a l l  P la n .  M e a n w h i l e ,  
suppo r te rs  of both imply tha t once the

elections a re  behind  us the  w inner  will 
take a bolder  stance.

But why m ist rus t  the  people? Everyone 

knows tha t poverty is ea ting  away at the 
cities like a cancer, and  tha t the  num bers  
of the  poor sharply inc reased  last  year  -  
an additional 2.5 million people b ecam e 
poor, largely  th rough loss of jobs  and  the 
end  of  the ir  unem ploym ent in surance  
coverage.

Not enoug h  people are  aw are tha t the 

federa l governm en t takes  a d isp ropor ­
t ionate am oun t  of urban  resources  in 
taxes and  then  red is t r ibu te s  much of it to 
o ther  sectors. H ard  p res sed  New York 
City, with 7.6 percen t  of the  popula tion 
paid 11.4 percen t  of all federa l income 

taxes  in 1974 an d  now is shu tt ing  down 
hospita ls ,  schools  and  day care centers .

The federa l governm ent has  been  
runn ing  an unofficial M arshall  Plan 
p rogram  for the  subu rbs  for years,  with 
road-build ing  p rogram s,  housing  m or t ­

g ag e  subsid ies ,  and  tax breaks,  and  the  
private  sector has  coopera ted  by a 
w holesale  m ovem ent  of p lants  and  offices 
away from the  inner-city.

No one labelled this as a special 
p rogram , b u t  th a t ’s the  result  of a 
m ulti tude  of federa l and  private  actions . 
As th e  financial m agazine.  Business 
W eek, put it: "R es to r in g  the  cities to 
self-sufficiency" would  m ean  ‘‘the  kind 
of investm ent  tha t has  rep roduced  pieces 
of the  city, including whole bus iness  
dis tr icts ,  in the sub u rbs  over the  past 
several decades .  Neither  C arter  nor Ford 

is t a lk in g  a b o u t  s u c h  i n v e s t m e n t .  
Anyth ing  le ss  is not likely to make much 
difference to c i t ie s ."

The cand ida tes  know this.  They know 

tha t w hoever  wins the  election will have 
to deal with an u rban  crisis  tha t can 
largely  de te rm ine  the  fu ture of  the 

nation.
So why not level with us now? W hy ask 

people to go the  polls unsu re  of how the  
cand ida tes  will deal with this hidden 

issue? The cand ida te  who goes  to an 
inner-ci ty s lum to see  firs t-hand w h a t ’s 
h ap pen ing  to our ci ties and uses  it as  a 

forum to unveil his p lans  for a Marshall! 
P lan for u rban  America will do more  than  
spark a lacklustre  cam paign,  h e 'l l  take a 
g iant s tep  tow ard  victory in November.

ASHEVILLE 
Carl Johnson 

258-2521 

BURLENGTON 
Hurley Patterson 

227-5559

CONCORD 
George Goodman 

782-6986

FAYETITVnXE 
John B. Hendersoa 

483-6144 

GASTONIA 
T .M . Walker 

867-5690

LEXINGTON 
MaLeah Hargrave 

249-3618 

MOCKSVILLE 
Charlie Rivers

N. C. Depar tm en t  
O f  Human Resources

State Recrui ts Physic ians

R A L E IG H  -- E v e r y d a y .  N orth  
Carolin ians are finding it increasingly 

difficult to secure  the  services of a 
physic ian. Quite often the problem lies in 

the  physic ian 's  inability to add new 
pat ien ts  to an already over expanded 
practice, or the lack of a physician or 

enough  physicians to serve a community.
The N.C. Office of Rural Health 

Serv ices is trying to ease  the problem 
th rough its Physician Location Assis tance 

P rogram . According to Paul Harrison, 
physic ian rec ru i tm en t  coordinator,  the 

p rogram  is des igned  to recruit physicians 
and  assist  them  in locating in a place in 
which they w ant to live and work. To his 

knowledge. North Carolina has the only 
s ta te  opera ted  physician recruitm ent 
p rogram  in the  nation.

Harrison is ass is ted  by Kris tina Zipin 
and  an o ther  par t- t im e em ployee. Since 
none of the sta ff  m em bers  are  North 
Carolina nat ives, each can relate  to 
in te res ted  physic ians what attrac ted 
them  to the  sta te .

“ W e  a r e  b a s ic a l ly  i n t e r e s t e d  in 

recrui ting physic ians to communit ies with 
a popula tion of 35,000 or le ss ,”  s ta ted 
H arrison ,  " B u t  we will place a doctor in 
contact with the  proper  local authority if 
he is in teres ted  in sett ling in a more 
metropoli tan a r e a . "

The physic ian rec ru i tm en t  p rogram has 
been  in existence for nearly  two years.  
During the  first year of  operation, the 
p rogram  recru i ted  six physic ians to the 
s tate .  An additional 32 physicians were 
rec ru i ted  to North Carolina this past year 
and the  p rogram  is current ly  assis ting 60 
dif ferent com munit ies  seeking doctors.

T h e  p r o g r a m  r e c r u i t s  p h y s ic i a n s  
t h r o u g h  tw o  d i f f e r e n t  m e a n s :  by
advertis ing  in national  medical journals  
and  by mail to  second and  third  year 
p rim ary  care res idents .  W hen  a response 
is received from a doctor, a m em ber  of

the sta te office contacts the  physician  to 
ga ther  basic information.  Based  on this 

data, several communit ies are  selected 
and background information on each one 

is forwarded to the in te res ted  doctor. 
U n le s s  th e  office r e c e iv e s  e a r l i e r  
correspondence, they follow-up with a 

te lephone call two weeks af ter  the 

information is mailed. If the  physician 

exresses an interest in a particular 

community,  the physician  recru i tm ent 
office contacts a community r ep re s en ta ­

tive and the community is sues  an 
invitation to the doctor for a visit. Once an 
in v i ta t io n  has  b e e n  e x t e n d e d  and  
accepted, the physican rec ru i tm en t  office 

s teps in again  and m akes  whatever 

a rrangem ents  are neccessary.
The physician rec ru i tm ent office places 

its emphasis  on recru iting p r im ary  care 
physicians such as ob s te t r ic ians /gy neco ­
logists, pediatr icians,  in ternal medicine, 

family practice or em ergency  room 
physicians as opposed to dentis ts , 

optometrists, etc.
Last year, the s ta te  office had 

a p p r o x im a te ly  1.800 r e s p o n s e s  to 

advertisem ents  and letters. On several 
occasions, the physician  recru i tm ent 
office h as  b e e n  a b l e  to  r e c ru i t  
husband /w ife  team s or a par tnersh ip  

practice.
If a community changes  its m ind about 

recruiting a physician,  the  Office of Rural 

Health  Services has som e a l ternatives  to 

offer. The community may wish to seek 
designation as a rural  health  clinic site or 

receive assis tance from the National 
Health  Service Corps  which works  closely 
with Rural Health  Services . In some 
cases, the s tudents  part icipating  in the 
Educational Loan P rogram  for Medical 

and Related Studies of th e  Office of  Rural 
Health  Services wish to locate in rural 

areas and the office can d irect them  to 
communit ies request ing  medical care.

Tteiip Yott ShiuH bm r 

/ARMSTRONG
1839 — 1893

B o rn  ON THE HAMUN ISLAND OF 

MAUI—^  AUNI0N9ENERALMTHE 

CIVIL WAR; HE COMMANDED SOME OF 

FIRST NEORO TROOPS ! IN MARC»̂  1866 HE 

BECAME A LEADER OF THE FREEDMAN  ̂

BUREAU./HE FOUICEO HAMPTON BBTmn-E 

VA. IN 1868 AND SERVED THERE UNTIL 

HIS DEATH /
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deadline for news and pictures to appear in The 

Tribunal Aid is Thursday Noon. Material arriving after 
rhursday’s deadline will be published the foUowing week. 
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