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flelds of educwtion, s=-lal @l jer-
sounel work, sand In croup lender-
ghip, Detwesn  then  chesé  woen
had personnlly Intervie sed wsane 4.
m’l women n!m aspired to le il
cers Io the “ AAC

After dnys of putient, couscien-
tlous, democratic consideration of the
qualities of Jeadership of these ap-
plicants, the fioal selectlon of 440
was made.

As I Jpoked over thelr applications
1 was Impressed by the Integrity of
thelr devotion to thelr country; 1
was moved by the Iotensity of thelr
desire to serve that conntry.

There was the music supervisor
fo the midwest, who wrote: "1 feel
this is my country and I conilder
it & duty, ao obligation and a priv-
flege to serve. Two uncles fought In
the world war. Ope uncle, too Il
puw, but snxions to go agaln, wai
decorated for bravery In Fraoce T
should be proud to have him koow
1 am urryln_‘ oo™

There was the young scholar work-
g for a B. B. in education st a
lirge eastern nniveralty who salid:.“1
want to be & part of history now
belng made-1 am moved to apply for
admission Into the WAAC through
An earnest Mmto do my share, und

with foll realizstion of the serlous- |10 make this pew chapter a setlous|of the country,
| contribution and not a fewinine foot-

pess of the Job to be done™
From New England, a young cal-
lege graduste now engaged In com-

For Iustance: The ftralolng =
WAAC member receives will not
only make her wn efficlent person
o the corps, but will make ber o
better citizen when ahe returns to
hert vommunity after the war lis
waped aod won, The valie of a olis
cipliowsd bl wod & trelned ody
mist nol be Igpored by her; canoot
be uverlooks) by ber camnunity.
The WAAC mwember will return to
her howe with u sharper sense of
civic respoosibllity and a deeper de
votlon to ber country. She cannot
fall but to be & powerful |nfluence
und loeplration o her

now belng performed by soldiers;
which women ey properly tnke
over.

Enrolimen lo the corps is volumtnry
end open to all wowen, resurdless of
rate, creed or color, marciel or sine
#le, citizens of the United Stutes, by
Lirth or noturalizatbon Thee wom-
en, in the wajority wf cases tuust o
between the ages of 21 wnd 45 A
small pomber of weotnen Iestween @ e
ages of 40 apd 49 bave besn wo-
cepted as eandidates for the officer-
trainlog school, but this is & rather
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Rrroganey
s well ws to cotnm,

ill pe trained, first, last and al
HyR in lendership—the Jesdership
it means selComfidence but o

Tl ul-illl} for ublerstan

In  wuddith Colmwl  Faulth  lins

Plnuved 8 conrse of stuily desigie

t temch the women “low to e

#lonz In & military stiosphere, mm

W W merge  lodividuaiiem  fun

lv-lmuu'nlly living.”

The course of study will lnclu.qle
iitary courlesles and ceremonles:

wpecialized category.

Zhe will want to make dmocrnry
work ; she will be better equipped to
help make democracy work.

In a practical way, too, she will re
turn & more efficient wage-earner,
and a more skilled worker; she may
have learned oew skills or éhe may
have had old talents mou perfectly
t‘rllM.

Al:l these things um second to the
first thing—of helping win the war,
Hut when the pesce comes, these
uther things will fall Into proper
place, and the woman who * has
served with the corps will take her
place a8 a leader.

You want me to tell you about
Women's Army Auxiliary Corps,
and I want to tell you about It. A
bew chapler In American military
history I8 belng - written by the
WAAC. We are

for for the
officer-tralning school which sturts
at Fort Des Molpes, Town, lagun
May 27 aod ended June 4. lo thiw
recrulting, and ooly in this recrult-
iog, did the applicant have to.have
hed a high school education or Jis
equivalent. In all. future enlistients
for auxiliaries (who nre like the ep-
llsted men In the wrmy) there is
not even the high school diploma re
quirement.

democratic women's army.
Once a woman is_In the corpa
howeser, there are muln profes
slopal and technlea! tasks to which
she can be mssigned, quite properly,
only If she has hnd ndequate profes-
sional or, technieal training, and
some gpecalized work experlence,

This was the recrultmen: proce

Dote.
Todey. In many areas of endeavor,

dure. The from ull parts
went to thelr near-
est Jocal mnalun; wtation und got
the proper blanks. They filled them
out and filed them at the sppropriate

muslty welfare work, tells us that | 'Bl8 war, If you will pardon the pun, |maln m-.-umn; statlon,” of which
she wanta 1o Join the WAAC—*be- |18 belDR “manned” by women. There |there are 52 in the United States. It
cause  America s my country and Is nothing new or surprisiog in this |18 estimated .that more than 30,000

llﬂdlm,lldp." ",
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Inem;umu.lcﬂdl.:nnulnm
neighborhood progress, the

bl.u.m-rmtllmﬂl in (W7LR

This’ s m'lur:lng, not

Wom, hns i) T
officer. 10" the national guard before nn froqueatly. and courage- |only because of ita numerieal “nlze,

Mvutmrrlnmmlumlnﬂm
last war.” He was recommended for

ously played s man's part

There was Molly - Pitcher, who

The applicant whose papers were

mcmuanm'mmmnlm"*"’m”"m“hfﬁi In order and who wet other specified

want to serve my country would be
a trite phrase; to say that 1 want

dend st the Nattle of M h in

the levolutionary war, and flred

were within
8 week for a mental alertness test

her w tu the hi books, She
~* o serve my race would be more ex- ay intu history ® Sheland o preliminary Interview. This

plieit’ Today, more than ever, lewd-

won A pergeant’s stripes from a

mental alertness test was similar to,

tefnl .I. Washi
ers Io our race are needed to carry |5 = G“m AHMINE"[lut not Identical with, the mentul

oo the traditions of service aod loy-
" ulty so appurent when our country
1s in distresa”™ -

ton.

There was Clara Barton, who
pushed aaginst the doors of mascu-

nlertness tests given the boys in the
army. :
The applications of all those wbo

And this, from & unlversity grad.|!10¢ opposition until she finally ob|pgq successfully passed the testa up
uate now working 1o  Nebraska:|'s!oed the hospital supplies which |1y this point, were forwarded to the
“There nre very few opportunities |08bled her to found the American approprigte corps ares, of which

for Negro women to perform work
and dotles which will allow them

Hed Crose.
There was herole Harrlet Tubman,

there are nine. At each corps mrea,
spproximately 500 of the, highest

© fully to express thelr realizatlon of |With a price’ of nearly $50,000 on|raoking lw!lunu in that area were
the need for a united effort to carry (her bead, she held that head high |summoned for & physical exsmlon-

out the war effort of the Unlited
Staten. 1 feel that the WAAC will
glve me n purposeful apd challeng-
ing mﬂeﬂn in l'l?l']'ll!' om my
duties” 'y

There were lupllnl.lm from girls

1

fotce; girls from Prirle View, and
from Howard university and from
many other schools and. colleges.
There were applications from many
members of your own civic-minded
sorority, Alpha aRKppa Alpha. One
distinguished leader in this organlea-
tion sums. It wp, It seems to me,
when she writes: “In a desire, as &
member of the Negro race, to serve
my country at this time, I wish to
enroll in the WAAC At this time
in history when the entire world in
nt war, It ia the doty of every citl-
ren, regardiess of race or creed, to
@0 his share to bring hack peace and
security to oor ‘conntry. 1 hope In
aome way to be able 1o contritwite
towards this peace and harmony.”,
I could go om for many

and, by ber cournge and resourceful-

people from alavery to mafety duor-
Ing the night-watches of lbe tron-
bled years ot the 1860w

This new’ corpa I8 a 1842 expres

from Tuskegee and from Wilber-|Mon of the patrotism and the cour- arean,

age that, as I have aald, the women
of America have always demon-
strated jo-every national erisla
The women of America have sl
wnys beem brave enough, sdveotur-
ous enough, to dare take the path
that Jed to liberty. They have loog
known, as you have long resllzed
that the road to lberty I.OI marked
by milestones of m-nn- und conr
uge and !lItL k

The women who Joln the WAAC
know this—they are resdy and enger
to undertake a oog jJourney, up n
vew road. They are remdy for macri-
fice, am they are eager for service

Creatlon of this corps was author-
Ized ‘May 14, when President Roose
nlt signed the bill which had-been

~ glving you- nuﬂu' yot always lnd!-

into O by Repre

-_.16: eind,: m -J\mm:-n smilitary

ytmq’!{h ?

3 ~with . the rmy, n
ﬂnt lhq‘ hlr replace.” and W
releane lh."ﬂ;hunptml.
This, does ot mn uurtho -ul- du-
urm-u I nl‘nld ar. or, nma -mu

nesg, brought more than 300 of her|

sentativel Edith Nourse Rmd. ot

tlon, and a very detalled Interview,

A group of wowmen, known as il
rector's represectatives, took an im-
Pportant part o these Interviews
These 18 women, working ih_emall
Eroups lu each of the nine corpa
Interviewed, between them.

This Is In the Interw.u of n trulyy

military disciplive and drill, Student
officers will also be thoroughly in-
structed Io military hyglene and gan-
Itation, first ald, alrcraft identifey-
tlon, gos musk drill, mess manage
ment, and mess life requirements.
The candidute will wear an olive
drab uuliom. attractive, but work.
manlike. While In traloing she wil
live In cnmrortlble quarters. She will
reulu $50 a month during thls pe-
riod. Her meals and all necessary
medical lnd M!l] lerrim will bhe
supplied by the government.

The candidate will work hard. She
will be an o milltary schedule from
€ n.m. to 11 p. m., slx days & week.
She will have ° seven, 45minute
clusses ench week w md 45 min-
utes of military drilt, In nﬁdmw to
the regular. camp ,routine - - Y
But she- -uu‘t work' Al the time.
A physical 'fitess  and " recreation
program will be under ‘the direction
of Miss Catharine Van n-nu."m. of
Russell Sage mlm A" resident
counselor will be on blnd to ald the
girls In thelr personal problems, lml
to belp In hospitality. . - )
The candidate will g:l weel:—nnd
pussen but, she must ‘remain’ o Du
Molpes. mllm wpecial® hl!'e s b
tained and 'this “will® he.dm on!.r
lu specinl  casen M mmry.
will: b prrmliud r.n,\rur civilian

but because of its spiritual strength. dmwhmonluunmlol‘tmm s""“‘

On post, sod In unlform, she may
wear & bit. of Jewelry; a. wedding,
guard or almel ring, and a wﬂn
watch.

At Fort Des Moloes, candidates
will take a six-week Intensive train-
Ing eourse At I8 conclusion .l few
tralnees will be A

uury and wultuble tasks for the wom-
= to perform, and |n performing
thew, they will, jg MENY  Cafen,
lense wen for COmbt service,

The rate of pay lu this WAAC |4 as
Tollows :

First
month,
mounth,

Te

offl #re revelve $10067 per
second  officers, §131.25 per
and third Wiflcers, §125 jer
month. All this 1s plus ‘quarters snd
u Fubsistence ulluwam of 60 ceuls
per day,
Auzillaries have .un-lr own scale:
First leader, $72 per month; leader,
880 per month; Junlor lesder, §51
per month. Auxitinries will receive
§21 a mwooth for (he first  four
monl::'.‘ then  $30 per  month,  Aq)
mem| can esarn addit
l'l:lldt_ll.ltt. HRIr 0.
‘There will be m.ho-r benefits. For
Instance : Medicul auy denm-rvlcu.
hmlmlutlon. medicines and other
spproprinte health services are all
provided by the government. In ag. °
ditlon, members are entitled to anl’
the benefits to which civil service
tmployees are mutled under the
Unitd' States mplo;eu COmPEnsA--
tiod act. They will ulso recelve all
the beneflts pruvlded by the- mal-
diers' and’sallors’ drll rellef act of
1540. 1 4
Brmgdofm:mlmllll
that the
the corps-will resch 18,000,
It is estimated - that lemnl
1843 the WAAC will sumber a approx-
lmately 17,000, !l'hu! offlcers and
suxillaries will be miu whm
they sre mded dudnt whatever Is
Deeded. - N
- Back: nl each one™% “these - m
womén Who will' make tp those two .
compantes, ‘will - be ,the  hope’ and
faith: -nd,pride.»uhtht five ‘mi)
Bon Nm “women  of the Unmd-
o

The WMQ mrn; gim ﬂm Nm
women of m & new owomnn; to
serye hanevuntry in"'a- erisls.
Negro girl of 1842 who Joins the
corps will ' give to her coustry the
full measure of devotlon.

And she will recelve new ogpor- -

cording to their Individual achieve-
ment records., The balance of the
did who ily com-
pleted the course will be given “cer-
tificates of capacity,” but will not
e undl ¥ o0
cur.

Followlng the slz-week courss
there will be an additional two
weeks speot In tralning for the spe
cific jobs nasigned. |

Ree ulting for the auxillaries, the
equivalent of the enlisted men In the
army, will gtart iater this-month. Tn
the group to be recruited this sum-
mer, there will be n sizeable repre-

mare than 4,000 They
brought thelr findings to Washing.
ton, Baturday, June 27, and met with
me, for four days of careful, nlmont
prayerful, work of makiog the final
melectionn. Y
Meanwhile,

the applicants.

weparately and then in

another commities,
, [culled the evaluating board, and com-
posed of emlnent paychiatrists, both
men and women, had been reviewing
the applications and paper work of

These two groups, wntl:lng fl.rl!

of Negro women,

The first group of Negro suxill-
arles  will report w0 Fort Des
Molnes . for tralolng August 24, A
second group, whomse specialized train-
ing does not have to be so Jong, will
g0 to Fort Dea Moines, September
Z1. The third detschment, whose
specific tasks call for a wtill shorter
training period, will -un-u!l ot l.llr
fort October 190, “a

Theme groups will finlah thelr re-
quired courses at the same time And

tal, selection of the -'rm-mal umll
dnln u‘m
m‘ull'l pﬂ.nlt:r In.

mmnmyf

exchanged views and aﬂiﬂ:\l_ any
differences in selection which . they
had made Independently, and finnl-
15, Tuesday night, June 30, the final,
and 1 am wure you will agree, care

tw‘m'..i. by, officials | In . their: own

wo %, of 15 each, of Negro
|muxilinries, commanded by Negro of-
fleers, will report to Fort " Hunchoes,
Arizona, in the ninth corpa area, No

vember 16
Two commanies, of the first elight
eomupanies .to he turned out of Fort
Alol Wil be " ouf

\qro \lmum. X
.lu Fort® Rmchuu., tlwrp ﬂ'll e

On‘hnel
ulnﬂlnt ot the tralning achool.

s, . nnd
l;.qmﬁ' ln\lﬂonD-’lloInq.Julr

Iq 'I-.ru h WMM
\-m.;' 14-dln¢ I.-dh-. bt noyrsm
dﬂlllll. 'q Mn this on the word of
0. !'-Il.h;' uho in com-

d)nlnd “Faith sayn: "h—n women,
m“ o?ml;ln. MUMC

ters pl ns, who , perfurm
the dutles of the ﬁl‘l: _mergeant, sup-

ply sergrant, mess

for expression.

_l.lhﬂtj'llu a dangerous r.hl.ng. bul
oot oearly’ ko dangerous as gup-
pression. Liberty belongs to those
who admire its significance and we-
copt It sacrifice

It requires a epirit of adventure
to wtart up the path to Uberty. It
takes & spirit of determination and
devotion to keep on the path In this
crisls, those who complete the Jour-
ney, will be the ones who koow the
mllestones They will have an ability,
to chart the way for a reestablished
!rudom m the world when we have
won over’ hltrr'd and evil. They will'
also have an obligation to help chart
this new and needed freedom.

In this task, “m far-reaching In
both space and, time, the women of . °

the WAAC und. in & very 1al :

senme, the \qr*‘ women :fv%n‘\
WAAC willhave a unique and his-

torie «ppumnlt 2
The questfon“you and I, and our
contemponriih’ are_called ‘upon to -

Anmwer. '_'I’\ clear, its Impﬂe--'.
thona {an ltllklhle. tar
“Slan 'Iullan control all n:h

e, wi}sl‘}: wnd economically for ;
ta own I'.bmrfll? Or shall we =y
the mple\i af{moverelgn force gov-
ern ﬂurleltr rcording to our mrn
Inwa? ]

eationa unaﬂ-!ﬂnhle. The peoplen 0!

tlrrt IM other ::elatul tankn
" There -111 ulno ‘b cn-rltll ph-

tooms whose T “will - rietod
clerks, mmphtn. trpists, F-l!‘
clerka, ete. & 1 3

Theee will: bl I ml!t;r ot?.u-

’ 'ﬁ:‘ﬂ"




