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Problems Of The
Handicapped

An agency may be established at the local hospitalsto teach the students in the pediatric department and stu¬dents of school age who have become victims of tragedy.These students will have to remain in the hospital forthe school year or maybe even longer if necessary.
A good diversified retired teacher could fit in this

type of category to teach academic subjects if the stu¬dents are allowed credits for courses taught while theyare recupera+ing. The students could then take their placeswith regular classmates.
There are several students at L. Richardson MemorialHospital who are victims of tragedy which caused brokenbones and other bodily injuries. These injurise will causethem to be out of school for a large portion of the school

year or maybe an entire school year.
. If there were a teacher to give them instructions theycould keep up with their regular classwork of the schoolthey attended before the accident.

Victims of handicaps should be given jobs wheneverand wherever an employer may hire them. Many peoplehave been stricken from birth of one or more of their
senses, but have been trained in some vocation. Some ofthe most looked upon handicaps are blindness, deaf, andpolio victims. These people are handicapped by the lawsof nature. Many are taking advantages of the servicesoffered them by the Rehabilitation Centers and are mak¬ing themselves useful in their vocations.

Some of these vocations, especially for the blind aretypists, making brooms, clothes brushes, switchboard op¬erators and many other vocations of this type.What should be done about many of our professionalemployees who are in declining health, and at the age ofretirement, but who conceal their age and illness? Theyfall into the same handicap.In many of our schools we find cases of such nature.I think that if the Board of Education, or the city or statecouncil or parent-teacher associations would set up arehabilitation center whereby they can offer job opportun¬ities for the invalid and aged teachers, so they may keeptheir minds busy and still earn wages, it would help theproblem of business.
We don't believe that teachers who complain of being31, and who are absent a great portion of the school yearbecause of ill health should be placed before a class ofhealthy, energetic students. Some are suffering fromsuch chronic illnesses as bursitis, arthritis, rheumatism,high and low blood pressure, strokes, heart conditions, etc.These ainesses are not only found in the teaching pro¬fession. Many ministers, doctors, and lawyers, who dealwith a large group of people suffer from the same type ofillnesses.
It has been told that many of these professional lead¬

ers are alcoholics and dope addicts. Professional leadersshould be given a thorough examination by the Health De¬
partment at least three times a year, and where these
cases show up and affect their routine of work, give the
person the privilege of resigning or accepting some formof rehabilitation service, such as tutoring, filing clerk,switchboard operator, or arranging books in the library.In rehabBitation these people consider that they are ac¬customed to giving service to others and place them wherethey give service to two or three individuals, but not a
large group.

Many of these invalids have done a good job while in
good health, and still maintain a strong determination to
carry on in their professional fields. But it is a handicapto them as well as to those whom they serve. If they arerequired to retire without giving them something to keeptheir minds occupied, they soon die.

The colleges are turning out graduates who havemajored in very professional field and there is no needfor individuals who are suffering from chronic illnesses tocontinue their positions.
It is not a shame for an individual who is drifting in¬to some chronic illness to seek aid to rid himself of it.

especially an alcoholic.

This Weed's Sunday School Lesson
The Christian
Conscience

What Is Our Concern?
In his great confessional lar-

rative "The Fall," Albert Camus
dramatically portrays modern
man's struggle with his consci¬
ence. Jean-Baptiste Clamence, a
noted defense lawyer, was by all
standards a happy and success¬
ful and good human being. He
had accepted the cases of the
poor and the defenseless; he had
been known to be kind to the
aged and generous to beggars.

Clamence's fall began late one

night when, returning home over
the bridge known as the Pont
Royal, he noticed a girl leaning
over the rail staring into the
river. When Clamence had
crossed over the bridge, he
heard a splash and then a series
of cries. Clamence stopped and
listened, knowing he should do
something about it and yet real¬
izing he would not.
He felt himself overcome by

an irresistible weakness. The
cry of the girl did not quite
(.ei.c.rate the si.eil ol his lon-

cience. But when he ignored the
and walked on, he knew he

had made a lie of his so-called
¦ife of virtue. When he was

csteri, he discovered he loved
.nly himself. Even his good acts
were simply a means of buttres¬
sing his self-importance and
seli-sufficiency.
From this moment by the

Seine River, Clamence began to
change. He left Paris and all he
had known and loved. He be¬
came an exile, a man withdrawn,
a man with a guilty conscience.
He had discovered he was a

free man; he did not have to
answer the cry of distress. Cla¬
mence also made another dis¬
covery. He was unable to bear
the burden of guilt that came

with this free choice. Clamence
had no God to whom he could
confess his guilt.
Camus has no answer to Cla¬

mence's dilemma except that o!
irony and cynicism. There seems
to be nothing beyond guilt and
judgment. But the Bible has an¬

other answer; it possible to
have a clear conscience.

Before You Read the
Scripture

When Paul's nephew uncov¬
ered a plot by assassins to am¬
bush Paul, the Roman tribune
took Paul to Caesarea under
cover of darkness.
At Caesarea, the trial before

Felix (Acts 24) seems to have
been more of a preliminary
hearing than a formal trial. The
plaintiffs (the high priest and
other Jews from Jerusalem),
through the voice of a profes¬
sional advocate named Tertullus,
charged Paul with being an agi¬
tator, "a ringleader of the sect
of the Nazarenes," and a plotter
to profane the Temple. (Verses
5-6)
Paul defended himself by

stating that he had a clear con¬
science on the entire matter,
that he had gone up to Jerusa¬
lem to worship, and that he had

engaged in no arguments or dis¬
putes. (Verses 10-21)

Felix never gave a decision in
Paul's case. When Felix was
succeeded by Festus, Felix did
not cancel all pending cases, as
was often done. Rather, "desir¬
ing to do the Jews a favor"
(verse 27), Felix left Paul's case
for his successor to deal with.

What the Scripture Says
The Scripture for today is

Acts 23:12 through 25:12. Se¬
lected verses are printed below.
Acts 24:10-21

10 And when the governor had
motioned to him to speak, Paxil
replied:
"Realizing that for many

years you have been judge over
this nation, I cheerfully make
my defense. 11 As you may as¬

certain, it is not more than
twelve days since I went up to
worship at Jerusalem; 12 and
they did not find me disputing
with any one or stirring up a

crowd, either in the temple or
in the synagogues, or in the
city. 13 Neither can they prove
to you what they now bring up
against me. 14 But this I admit
*' yen. t:vit according to the
Way. which they call a sect, I
worship the God of our fathers,
believing everything laid down
by the law or written in the
prophets. 15 having a hope in
God which these themselves ac¬

cept, that there will be a re"="r-

rectlon of both the just and the
unjust. 16 So I always take pains
to have a clear conscience to¬
ward God and toward men. 17
Now after some years I came to
bring to my nation alms and
offerings. 18 As I was doing this,
they found me purified in the
temple, without any crowd or

tumult. But some Jews from
Asia 19 they ought to be here
before you and to make an ac¬

cusation, if they have anything
against me. 20 Or else let these
men themselves say what
wrongdoing they found when I
stood before the council, 21 ex¬

cept this one thing which I cried
out while standing among them,
'With respect to the resurrection
of the dead I am on trial before
you this day'."
Memory Selection: I always take
pains to have a clear conscience
toward God and toward men.

.Acts 24:16

How We Understand the
Scripture

We Christians are constantly
on trial for our faith. By word
and deed, we are called upon to
give a convincing account of our
faith. Apparently our accounts
are not very convincing, for the
world often rejects our testi¬
mony.

It was not so with Paul. He
spoke with a certainty that came
from careful thought and tested
conviction. He had taken "pains
to have a clear conscience to¬
ward God and toward men."
A Troubled Conscience
The clear conscience of Paul

apparently produced a troubled
conscience on the part of the
Roman governor Felix. Despite
his unsavory background, Felix
attempted to give Paul a fair
hearing. In the end, however,

There are many more illnesses than an individualbrings upon himself such as temper, being contrary, etc.It has been said from time to time, "Prepare for war inthe time of peace." We advise our readers to invest in
some type of security that will give a return in case theybecome victims of some of the things mentioned in thisarticle.

Felix found himself more on

trial than Paul was. Paul's de¬
fense usually disturbed his ac¬

cusers.

Against the half-truths and
twisted facts that the hired
prosecutor Tertullus brought
against Paul on behalf of the
Jews, Paul presented the whole
truth and the honest facts. Paul
was accusued of being a trouble¬
maker, a pest. He was charged
with being the ringleader of a

sect of Nazarenes who were in¬
citing the people to hysterical
uprisings in connection with
messianic movements. Such
charges would naturally interest
authorities, for these authorities
had the responsibility of main¬
taining law and order.

Paul's defense was simply to
state the facts . how he had
come to Jerusalem to bring a

contribution for the poor and
how he was scrupulously ob¬
serving the Jewish law when he
was arrested. We notice that
Paul's testimony showed no

trace of self-pity or bitterness.
He knew that the only defense
he needed was absolute honesty.
A Judge Under Judgment
Ay ha? been suggested, Felix

was fair and polite to Paul. He
refused to make a hasty judg¬
ment in the case and postponed
it for several days until he could
have his wife Drusilla sit with
him at a hearing. At this hearing
Paul apparently hit upon some

subjects that were disturbing to
Felix and Drusilla. "He argued
about justice and self-control
and future judgment." (24:35)
Both the state and its civil

servants are responsible to God
for restraining the forces of an¬

archy and evil so that the forces
of righteousness may have an

opportunity for advancement.
All of this talk about justice and
self-control struck terror to the
heart of Felix, for he was vul¬
nerable in his personal and civil
morality, according to the his¬
torian Tacitus.

Felix was not only alarmed
by Paul's witness; he was also
fascinated by it. He was restless
and disturbed in the presence of
the high demands of a Just God.
Personally he may have been
seeking for a better life than he
had known. At any rate, Felix
sent for Paul often and con¬

versed with him. What an op¬
portunity Felix had! What little
advantage he took of this oppor¬
tunity!
The judgment of God came

surely upon him. He was dis¬
missed from his governorship
and narrowly escaped execution.
He may have wanted to do
something about Paul's case, but
he was too weak and insecure
to take definite action. He left
Paul in prison for his successor
to deal with.
What the Scripture Says to Us
How can we have a clear

conscience and share Paul's ex¬
perience as he stood before Fe¬
lix? How can we avoid a cor¬
rupt conscience such as Felix
had as he tried Paul?

Conscience comes from a sen¬

sitivity to right and wrong. But
if conscience is to be clear, it
must be free from all interfer¬
ing signals. Conscience is not a
reflection of what other people
think; It Is a reflection of our
sensitivity to the will of God.
What Conscience Is Not

First of all, we must recognize
that having a clear conscience

(Continued on Pag* 1)


