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placed herself at the right place
at the right time and had been
in a position to be appreciated
by the king. Mordecai knew all
this, but he also saw from a
third perspective. God had had
a hand in Estner s situation.

God's Design
We would be going contrary

to the witness of the Bible to
assume that everything in our
life is the express design of
God. God does not will that
every poor man be poor and
every rich man be rich. Neither
the history of our personal lives
nor the history of the world is
the result of God's handiwork
in every detail. Yet I can never
be quite certain that the good
and the bad in my life are not
in some way God's dealing with
me.

When I am well off, I am to
thank God; when I am in diffi¬
culty, I am to rely upon God for
courage to see it through; and in
all conditions I am to remember
that I do not live alone. The
world does not revolve around
me, and the future is not on my
shoulders alone. I may be so
well off that I have all sorts of
responsibilities. I may be so
badly off that my job is to show
what it means to rely upon God
in the midst of crisis and de¬
spair.
Sometimes God places us

where we are for a purpose.
Sometimes he uses us where we
have gotten ourselves. Perhaps
both situations are merely dif¬
ferent ways God uses our free¬
dom to guide history. Thus we
can never separate God's plans
from man's plans.
To be a responsible Christian

does not mean to quit asking
questions about such knotty
problems. Christian responsibil¬
ity, however, means acting when
you don't know all the answers.
The responsibility of which the
Bible speaks is that responsibil¬
ity which attempts to relieve the
plight of the poor even when we
don't know why they are poor,
to make our prisons more con¬
cerned for the rehabilitation of
criminals even when we don't
know why they act the way they
do, to work for peace even when
we recognize that war may
sc.netimes be the judgment of
God.
Many Circles of Responsibility
"Everybody's gotta be some¬

where." One of our difficulties
is that we are always at many
somewheres at once. At the
same time we are members of a
family, citizens of a community,
members of the church, adher¬
ents to a certain political phil¬
osophy, and workers on a job, to
mention just a few. Sometimes
our loyalties do not conflict, but
more frequently they do. Each
circle in which we move carries
certain responsibilities, and quite
often these responsibilities clash.

When they do, it is no simple
matter to decide which is most
important.
We can easily rationalize, of

course, and say that family re¬

sponsibility comes before com¬
munity obligations; but is this
always true? Are there not times
when in order to do what we
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SPECIAL
2 For $14
BRAND NEW FAMOUS MAKE

FALL SWEATER
AND

SKIRT SETS

SKIRTS
# A-Line 0 Slim

SWEATERS
Cable Pullover
Cable Cardigan
Pull Fashion Turtle
Neck Pullover

NEWEST
COLORS:

. Grey

. Red

. Brown

Cable Mock Turtle
Neck Pullover
Sizes : 34 to 40

SHOP 4 WAYS:
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. Lay-Away
. BankAmericard
. First Bank Charge
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Elm Street


