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Isaac's blessing was In fact a
legal, correct transfer of the
birthright from Esau to Jacob.
With the birthright went
the covenant promises, which
God confirmed with Jacob later.

According to Genesis 25:23,God had chosen Jacob before
his birth to have first place.
Therefore, what both Hebekah
and Jacob wanted would have
come to pass if they had only
bees willing to wait, to trust in
God. Taking matters into their
own hands and acting dishonest¬
ly did not cause the privileges
and responsibilities of the birth¬
right to go to Jacob. But they
did destroy the family relation¬
ships.
None can justify or condone

the intent or deeds of Rebekah
and Jacob. Their deceit posed
ethical questions even in bibli¬
cal times, as is clear from the
disapproval expressed in Hoaea
13:2-3 and Jeremiah 9:4.
In the way the story is told,

we can recognize that Esau had
the author's personal sympa¬
thies. His treatment of the an¬
guish of both Isaac and Esau,
following the treacherous fraud,
is deeply sensitive and conveys
keen pathos and moral courage.
Moreover, retribution is report¬
ed: Jacob paid for his lies by
some twenty years of fugitive
abeence from his homeland.
The sorry consequences of hu¬

man pride, worldly ambition,
and moral irresponsibility are
laid bare in the story. At the
same time, we are made aware
of the divine dimension operat¬
ing in human affairs.

Underlying this history of
family strife and jealousies is
the biblical testimony that di¬
vine promises do not automati¬
cally or mechanically pass from
one generation to the next in
agreement with human custom.
God is ever the Initiator of faith,
and he remains free to extend
or withhold its promises.
The Chosen and the Not Cheeea
We must remember that God

chose Abraham and some of his
descendants tq serve his ulti¬
mate purpose of redemption of
the secular order. Many of his
ways will always be beyond our
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I understanding. Nonetheless, it
is possible to see that he takes
a person or a group and directs
him or them lor final righteous¬
ness, redeeming each as is neces¬
sary so that each may be a serv¬
ant of spiritual realities.
What, then, of those who are

not specially chosen? Are they
left out of God's blessings? The
biblical answer is Yes in regard
to special providence and mla-
slon, No in regard to ordinary
car* and mercy. Everyone ra-I celves life as a gift, along with
its sim and rain. Thus Esau
finally prospered, although ha
was denied the Promised Land
and could not inherit the cov¬
enant promises. (See Genesis
27:39-40;. 33:9-11; 36:6-8.)

What Do Ton Think
How do people in our day

barter or sell their birthright?
Which of the twins, Esau or

Jacob, do you think was the
more worldly in attitude and
action? What are your reasons
for your answer?

Almighty Father, Spirit of
truth, enable us to value spirit¬
ual realities above material
things. Grant us temporal pleas¬
ures, but do not let them be¬
come first in our lives. Help us
control our appetites so that our
wants may conform to thy will.
May love, loyalty, honesty, and
justice fill our family relation¬
ships so that the reality of thy
kingdom may dwell in our
homes. We pray through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hospital Sick List
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Mr. Robert Turner
1107 Vance St

Mr. Robert Turner
815 Gorrall St

Mrs. Lucille S. Thompson
2701 Patio Place

Mr. Stephen H. Watklns
Rt 6, Box 528-C

Mrs. Gertie Wooten
2307 McConnell Rd.

Mr. Charlie Williams
710 Gillls Ct

Mrs. Valvie Williams
1912-C Phillips Ave.

Mrs. Bessie J. Waddell
901 Bennett St

Miss Wanda Washington
727 Douglas St

Mrs. Janie S. Webb
1812-A Bywood Rd.

Mrs. Dorothy T. Williams

1311 Underwood Ave.
Winston-Salem, N. C.

Miss Brenda K. Wilson
Rt. 2, Box 748
Browns Summit, N. C.

Mrs. Fannie M. Williams
1422 Cottage Grove Ave.

Mrs. Delores Young
2704 Patio Place

Mr. Garrett H. Yours
710 Willow Ct

Discharge
Mrs. Iris Gilmer

74a Jennifer St
Mrs. Lai'ra Allen

010 Omaha St.
Mrs. Jessie Rogers

447 Gorrell St
Mrs. Beatrice Hill

722 Dick St
Mr. James T. Pass

1520 McConneU Rd.
Mrs. Hattie Lurry

1713 McConneU Rd.
Mrs. Amanda Moors

3410 Lamb Rd.
Mrs. Shirley J. Watkins

Rt 5, Box 717
Lisa Cook

Rt 0, Box 514
Reidsville, N. C.

Mr. Earlie Bruce
809 Dunbar St.

Mrs. Ann Holt
2007 S. Benbow Rd.

Mrs. Mamie R. Jones
2007 Hassell St

Mr. David Ellison
1S22 Willow Rd.

Miss Evelyn Jenkins
1003 Decatur St

Mrs. Arlena Pearsall
710 E Bragg St

Mr. Earl Foreman
1704 Willow Rd.

Mrs. Ottie Shamberger
1505% Perkins St

Mrs. Bessie Wad*
Box 676, McLeansville, N.C.

Miss Amie B. Thomas
712 Warren St

Anthony Jefferies
1007 Duke St

Mrs. Elizabeth Simms
210 Gillespie St

Michael McMasters
1017 Arbor Dr.

Miss Edith Pratt
703 Tuscaloosa St

Mr. Theodore R. Lane
304-J Avalon Rd.

Miss Ida Thornton
1411 Comstock Lane

Mr. Michael Blackwell
P. O. Box 521
Yanceyville, N. C.
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ANNOUNCEMENT
We will help you with your Church Building Fund

program. Come in and talk it over with us.
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FLORIST
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Greensboro, *. C.
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Mr. Maxlne Perry
118 Tremont St.

Mrs. Georgia Orrell
1708 Rifitoo Dr.

Mrs. Helen Moore
3403 Jonah Terrace

Mr. Fred Nuncally
Rt 1, Box 224
Pelham, N. C.

Mrs. Loretta Dukes
Rt 7, Box 135-A

Mr. Howard Johnson
708 Community Ct

Mr. Lacy Haith
S11S Joe Lewis Blvd.

Breada Townaend
1228 Tucker St

Miss Elslei Stewart
2101 Spencer St

Mr. Willie Smith
1S18 Flagg St.

Mr. Herman TJggins
1414 Huffine Mill Rd.

Mrs. Frances Brown
703-C Jennifer St

Mrs. Shirley Clark
3020 Freeman Mill Rd.

Mr. 8helley Wiley
308 Ervin St

Mrs. Mary L. Miller
Rt 3, Box 196

Mr. Robert Kellom
4607 Swift St.

Mrs. Myrtle Jamison
1611 Hooks St.

Mrs. Hattie Price
2611 Ponderosa Dr.

Mrs. Avis Kluttz
2305 Madre Place

Mr. Willie Young )
1604 Julian St [

Mrs. Madle Hancock
1311 Pearson St. j

Mr. Luther Sibley
2316 Tuscaloosa St

Mr. Robert L. Smith
2314 N. Church St

MUa Gall Hood
776 Bingham Ct

Mr. James L. Booker
606 Sampson St

Miss Margaret A. Home
1411 Dunbar St

Minn Elizabeth Williams
809 Best St j

Mrs. Louvenia Burton
1612 Ward St

Mr. Earl McGlrt
812 Faanon at J

Miss Annetta Dilworth
803 Julian St

Miss Mamie Taylor
P. O. Box 667
Browns Summit, N. C.
(Continued on Put I)
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