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Coronation

Friday, December 25, is set aside for the celebration of

the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the year, !
1970. This day, that we recognize as Christmas, i a day of §
coronation which had its beginning at the inn where there 4

was no room and during a very busy season in which no one

y was aware of the coming of the Christ Child. Mary was taken 4

to the stable where the Christ Child was born.

All of the saints and Biblical characters had arranged
themselves around the Christ Child because they were told of
His coming by the prophet Isaiah some 400 years previously,
and only the saints were aware that He was the Christ Child,
since the scene of His birth was such a poor, crude setting.

The Gospel of Luke gives a better picture of most of
y the Christ Child’s activities during the 33 years He remained
in the flesh on earth because Luke was always classified
uﬁc"GreatDoctor,”chhheempMﬁnthanc
writings, internal, external and
of the Christ
which means “giving”.

Many of the children of today deny that
Santa Claus, but still

the streets of pearl in long white
whereltﬂubetﬂ:htheChMCMldw:?wh.thcfuch
on earth for 33 years.”
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i his blood, bones and came from them ond that {s not
enough. '

Think of those whose have passed away :

they know not where a M‘bmm.;:'

are sorry that we do not to remind our readery

The spiritual side #
Child is where we get the name “Santa Claus” }

THIS WEEK'S SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

ALL OF LIFE FOR CHRIST
Beginning Where You Are
In this lesson we will be con-

sidering what it means- to know
and serve Christ. Here is how

Rufus Jones, the great Quaker
humanitarian, deseribes it:
“Mystical experience, we may
say, is the discovery of man’s
own nature in its relations with
the Eternal. It is not unlike what
happens to us in our greatest
experiences of beauty. You are
in Dresden and you vigit the
Art Gallery. You drift into e
room and find yourself standing
in front of Raphael's Sistine Ma-
donna. There comes a kind of
sudden inward ‘click.’ You feel
an electric flash. You say: ‘That
is the most beautiful thing 1
ever saw,’ or, better still, you
are thrown into a speechless
hush, while your whole being
palpitates and overbrims with
joy and wonder. What has hap-
pened? Have you been so deep-
ly moved, because you are look-
ing at a picture worth twenty
million dollars? Are you so
deeply impressed because you
are in front of a famous work
of art about which everybody
talks, and because you can write
& newspaper article about it
and half pay for your trip? No,
that does not explain the spell.
You have discovered something
which fits the deepest nature
in you and calls forth the right
response for which you were
made.

“Somewhat so in these high-
est mystical moments of con-

arrived at the goal of life. There

is a flash of the invisible world

breaking in which illuminates
the whole meaning of life. You
are aware of being visited at
home by the long sought Guest
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Christ. 8 Indeed I count every-
thing as loss because of the sur-
passing worth of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I
have suffered the loss of all
things, and count them as ref-
use, in order that I may gain
Christ 9 and be found in him,
not. having a righteousness of
my own, based on law, but that
which is through faith in Christ,
the righteousness from God that
depends on faith; 10 that I may
know him and the power of his
resurrection, and may share his
sufferings, becoming like him in
his death, 11 that if possible I
may attain the resurrection
from the dead.

12 Not that I have already
obtained this or am already per-
fect; but I press on to make it
my own, because Christ Jesus
has made me his own. 13 Breth-
ren, I do not consider that I have
made it my own; but one thing
I do, forgetting what lies be-
hind and straining forward tc
what lies ahead, 14 I press op
toward the goal for the prize of
the upward call of God in Christ
Jesus. 15 Let those of us who

that also to you. 16 Only let us
hold true to what we have at-
tained.

Memory Selection: God did
not give us a spirit of timidity
but a spirit of power and love
and selfcontrol. —2 Timothy 1:7

does not permit this, so let
recommend The Interpreter’s
Bible, Volume .11, pages 77
for further study. Many of
will find this book already avail-

explore possible influences of
the mystery religions on Paul's
thinking .in this chapter. We are
influenced by the ideas current
in our day; we can assume that
Paul, too, was alive to the think-
ing and the happenings of his
times.

Perhaps most important, how-
ever, is Paul's unique interpre-
tation of the life and death and,
especially, the resurrection of
Jesus Christ. He only mentions
it in this passage, but we musi
remember that the Resurrection
is the cornerstone of Paul’s faith.

plore what it means for us to
know Christ in our lives in our
times. This is a highly individu-
al matter, so what we shall hope
to do is explore what this has
meant in some individual lives.
We bave already heard from
Rufus Jones, the great Quaker,

pi with a gift for Paul, was re-
turning home. So this is Paul's
thank-you ‘note. Bu. ~aul also
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