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This Week 
In Washington 

Washington, Feb. 27 (AS).— 
As the year 1934 wears on to- 
ward the general election next 

November, at which every mem- 

ber of the House of Represen- 
tatives must go before the voters 
again, and one-third of the Sena- 

tors find themselves facing the 
same urgent necessity, politics in 
its more practical aspects be- 
comes more and more engross- 
ing. 

The Administration is lending 
a helping hand to its Democratic 

supporters in the Lower House. 
.Naturally, Mr. Roosevelt doesn’t 
want to have any of his legis- 
lation defeated in the House. But 
likewise he does not want to 
throw any stumbling blocks in 
the way of loyal Democratic 
members who feel that to vote 
with the Administration might 
endanger their chances of re- 

election in their home districts. 
So the word has been passed out 
that all members are free to 

vote as they pl'ease cn any meas- 

ure, so long as they see to it 
that not enough of them vote in 

opposition to put the President in 
a hole. 

Letting Down the Bare 
“Vote the way that will do 

you the most good with your 
constituents next Fall,” is the 

message they have all received. 
This is expected to result in an 

apparently strong. sentiment 
among Representatives for more 

favorable action in regard to the 
■soldiers’ bonus, for example. 
Members from districts where the 
veterans’ vote is well organized 
will feel free to vote for more 

liberal treatment of the ex-ser- 

vice men, first cautiously making 
certain that there are enough 
votes that will be cast on the 
other side that their apparent 
detection will not result in any- 
thing the President doesn’t like 

being done. 
That is merely one phase of 

practical politics, as it is play- 
ed in Washington. It doesn’t 
mean a thing except that the gen- 
tlemen in Congress want to stay 
in Congress, and if they can get 
re-elected by making every class 
of voters in their respective dis- 
tricts think they have their in- 
terests at heart, they will go the 
limit to put that idea over. 

To be sure, there are other 
considerations that actuate a high 
proportion of members of Con- 

gress, and the inference should 
not be drawn that they are work- 

ing for their own pockets all the 
time, any considerable percent- 
age of them. 

New r arty Proposed 
On the other side of the 

political fence there are begin- 
ning to be heard more rumblings 
of an approaching storm which 

may put the old Republican party 
completely out of the picture and 
lay the foundation for a new 

line-up. One of the most astute 
of Washington’s political observ- 

ers, has come out boldly for the 
formation of a new party which 
he would call “Constitutional 
Democrats,” as opposed to the 

present Democratic party, which 
he terms Socialist Democrats. 

Probably neither the name nor 

the scheme will get very far, and 

nobody thinks that Mr. Law- 
rence expects his plan to be 

adopted. But the attention that 
is being paid to the idea itself, 
of trying to line up those who 
still believe in the rights of the 
individual as superior to the 
rights of the state, in some form 
of effective opposition to the 

tendency to regulate and control 
all human activities by a paternal 
government, indicates the possi- 
bility that a new “bloc” if not a 

new party may be built around 
a-nucleus of forward-looking Re- 

publicans and conservative Demo- 
crats. 

Cleveland and Bryan 
Those with long political memo- 

ries are recalling what happened 
to the Democratic party in 1896, 
When it was hopelessly split over 

Free Silver and other Populist 
issues; so completely split that a 

powerful faction, headed by none 

other tlfan President Cleveland, 
refused to follow the party’s can- 

didate, Mr. Bryan, and put their 
own “Gold Democrat” candidate 
in the field to contest for the 
Presidency. That marked the 
end of. the old party control, and 
a high percentage of those who 
had called themselves Democrats 
became adherents of the Repub- 
lican party in the course of the 
next few years. 

Now, these old-timers say, the 
Republican party is in the same 

fix. The “Old Guard” is com- 

pletely discredited. The public 
believes that too many men got 
rich because of their political af- 

filiations, or that too many rich 
-men had the say in the party’s 
affairs. Any new political lineup 
must leave the “Old Guard” out 

completely, in the position that 
the Gold Democrats were in forty 
years ago come next Presidential 
election. 

The opposition to the revo- 
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Johnson In Favor 
Of Shorter Hours 
And Higher Wages 

Critics Open Fire On NRA 
Codes As Conferences 
On Revisions Open In 
Washington 

Washington, Feb. 27.—Clamor- 
ing critics opened fire on the 
NRA tonight after General Hugh 
S. Johnson, opening conferences 
on code revisions, promised a 

“new forward movement” toward 

recovery and invited helpful sug- 
gestions and complaints. 

The ruddy-faced administrator 

promised hundreds of assembled 
men and women that a drive 
would be made for tighter NRA 

compliance and emphasized that 
shorter hours and higher hourly 
pay were essential. 

_ 

He warned those who had come 

to criticize against mere accus- 

ations unsupported by pioof, and 
showed that he meant the warn- 

ing when as protests started dur- 

ing the afternoon, he intervened 
repeatedly to demand facts and 

figures instead of loose .state- 
ments. 

In five separate conferences, 
after a joint opening addressed by 
Johnson, NR A officials listened 
to criticisms of hour and wage 
provisions, price regulation, the 
effect of the NRA upon the small 
business man and other phases 
of the code program. 

The importance which Johnson 
attaches to revising wages up- 
ward and hours of work down- 
ward in present codes was shown 
when he questioned closely Joe 

Kiss, secretary of the Furniture 
Workers Industrial Union, who 

complained ■ bluntly the NRA 

had really raised hour's and low- 
ered the workers’ standard of 

living in his trade. 

Johnson appeared disturbed 
when William Collins, national 
representative of the American 
Federation of Labor, charged 
that the' automobile industry 
maintained a great spy system 
to thwart the labor guarantees 
under NRA. 

“They have taken advantage of 

you, Mr. General, because they 
know you are busy,” Collins de- 
clared. “God help us when peo- 
ple become so poisoned that a 

law of this kind passed by their 
own Congress can not be made to 

work.” 
During the afternoon there 

were complaints that sections in 
some codes preventing home work 
were working a hardship upon 
women who depended upon this 
revenue to maintain their famil- 
ies. There were also suggestions 
that the abolition of home work 
be made an established NRA 

William Green, president of 
the American Federation of Lab- 

or, demanded a 30-hour week for 
alt industry. Johnson, however, 
does not feel that this is possible 
at this time- He looks more 

favorably upon a 36-hour week. 
There were some suggestions 

that organized dabor police indus- 
tries to force compliance with 

codes. Fears were expressed that 
business may not measure up to 

opportunities granted it under 
NRA. 

Simultaneously, the National 
Review Board, headed by Clar- 
ence Darrow, began its work, de- 

signed to give the “little fellow” 
oppressed by codes, a place to 

air his grievances. It asked Presi- 
dent Roosevelt to make it a sepa- 
rate organization outside of NRA. 

WJLKES CO- DEMOCRATS 
CHOOSE CHAIRMAN SAT. 

North Wilkesboro, Feb. 27.— 
At a meeting of the Wilkes coun- 

ty Democratic executive commit- 
tee held here Saturday afternoon, 
D. J. Brookshire, prominent 
farmer and business man, was 

elected chairman of the com- 

mittee. 
C. O. McNeill, prominent busi- 

ness man of this city and chair- 
man of the Wilkes county board 
of education, was named secretary 
to fill the vacancy caused by the 

resignation of Mr. Brookshire. 
The meeting was held for the 

purpose of electing a successor 

to J. C. Reins, who resigned as 

chairman because he will enter 

upon his duties as postmaster 
here on March 1. 

Before adjournment the" com- 

mittee endorsed Attorney Julius 
A. Rousseau, of this city, as 

Democratic candidate for judge in 
the seventeenth district. 

Elkin Boosters And 
Others Coming Here 

Members of the Merchants’ 
associations of Elkin, Greensboro 
and Winston-Salem will come here 
on a “booster” trip Wednesday,' 
March 7. It is expected that 
about fifty persons will make the 

trip and the party will have lunch 
at Four Oaks Tavern. 

The object of the merchants in 
making the trip is to promote 
the spirit of good will between 
the various towns. 

The program will include 
speeches, band music, etc. 

The Elkin association is spon- 
soring the trip. 

Father And Son To 
Die For Murder Of 
N. Wilkesboro Man 
Bascom Green And Son, 

Lester, Sentenced B y 
Judge Warlick To Be 
Electrocuted April 27 

Taylorsville, Fab. 27.—Bascom 
Green, 47, and his son, Lester, 
24, were sentenced here Friday 
night to die in the electric chair 
on Friday, April 27, following 
their conviction of murder in 
connection with the attempted 
robbery of the Merchants’ and 
Farmers’ Bank here last summer. 

The jury rendered a verdict of 
first degree murder for both men 

at 9:25 o’clock after deliberating 
for three hours. Sentence was 

passed immediately by Judge 
Warlick/ 

Defense attorneys announced 
they would appeal to the supreme 
court. 

Following his conviction, Lester 
Green denied that ha had had 
anything to do with the fatal' 
shooting of T. C. Barnes, cashier 
of the bank. 

Solon Little, assistant cashier, 
was seriously wounded in the 
hold-up. 

R. E. Black and Mike Steven- 
off, two other alleged members of 
the hold-up quartet, are now on 

death’s row in state’s prison, fol- 
lowing their conviction of mur- 

der in connection with Barnes’ 
death. 

Solon Little, star state witness, 
had testified that he was shot by 
Bascom Green and that Stevenoff 
had shot Barnes. 

Friday’s session of court was 

devoted to arguments by Solicitor 
John Ri Jones and counsel for 
the defense. 

Mrs. Green, who sat through 
the trial of her husband and son, 
wept 'hysterically when the ver- 

dict and the sentences were an- 

nounced. 
The jury had recommended 

mercy, but Judge Warlick said^ 
that the death penalty was auto-' 
matic, and that the recommen- 

dation would be made part of the 
record. 

Neither prisoner showed any 
change of expression when judg- 
ment was pronounced. 

Judge Warlick called attention 
to Mrs. Green and Mrs. Barnes, 
widow of the slain man and her 

children, saying that if everyone 
could see them surely crime would 
be deterred. 

The large crowd which waited 
expectantly at the courthouse was 

quiet and orderly when the ver- 

dict was returned and sentences 

passed. 

Sales Tax Figures In 
Alleghany Tabulated 

Announcement has been made 
by state officials in Raleigh that 
sales tax collections in Alleghany 
county for the first six-month 
period amounted to $2,510. The 

tabulations made by the officials 
show the indicated yields of the 
taxes for one year in the state, 
basing the yield upon double the 

amount collected for the first six 
months. The indicated yield for 

Alleghany county is $5,020. 
According to the announce- 

ment tax relief afforded by the 
last legislature in enactment of 
the sales tax and other measures 

affords a property tax reduction 
in Alleghany county of $10,563. 
These figures would leave a 

property tax reduction in excess 
of sales tax collections made and 
anticipated for the year of 

$5,643. 

.Cashing-In on Fourth Largest Diamond 

I 

On the right is Jacobus Jonker Sr., finder of the fourth largest 
diamond in the worlc^ handing over the stone to Sir Ernest Oppen- 
heimer, left, who had delivered approximately $400,000 to Jacobus 
Jonker Jr., center, in payment for the stone. 

Heavy Sleet Does 
Great Damage In 
Certain Sections 

Sparta And Alleghany 
County Get Heaviest 
Snowfall Of Season, Much 
Damage Around Elkin 

Sparta wes visited Saturday 
night by the heaviest snowfall of 
the season, the depth reaching 
several inches. Rain, which fell' 
Sunday, later turning to sleet, 
made driving on the highways of 
Alleghany county rather difficult, 
although conditions wrought by 
the onslaught of real winter 
weather here was not so severe 
when compared with reports of 
damage done by the storm in the 
vicinity of Elkin, Winston-Salem 
and other parts of the state. 

Reports brought to an ice- 
locked Winston-Salem by stage 
drivers indicated'that the extreme 
weather conditions prevailing 
there extended out for a dis- 
tance of 75 miles to the foot of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains. 

Brooks Cross Roads, Yadkin- 
ville, Statesville and North Wil- 
cesboro suffered from similar 
conditions. Power and telephone 
lines were down, the region lock- 
ed without electricity or means 

){ wire communication. 
The main highway from Wins- 

ton-Salem to the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, 20 miles west of North 
Wii'kesboro, is reported to be 
free of ice- and snow. The heavy 
ice formation on trees, due to a 

steady downpour of rain, freezing 
as it fell, extended to Purlear, 
75 miles from Winston-Salem. 

Snow was reported as being 
three inches deep in Boone at 

6:30 o’clock Monday, with no 

indication of a let-up. No ice, 
however, had formed on the trees 
there. The temperature was fall- 

ing steadily- 
The immense area around Win- 

ston-Salem was stated to be the 
worst stricken with heaviest dam- 

age to trees. One man who owns 

a tract of land in Stokes county 
said the storm Sunday night cost 
him $10,000 in the loss of trees. 
Other 'heavy losses in wooded 
areas were reported. 

The entire Northwestern North 
Carolina area was indicated to be 
covered with snow extending cer- 

tainly as far as Bristol, Tenn. 
M. C. Woodie, stage driver 

making the Minston-Salem to 
North Wilkesboro run Sunday 
night, declared the conditions 
then existing to be the worst in 

years, if not establishing an all- 
time record. It required three 
hours to drive the 58 miles. 
Power and telephone lines were 

down and laying across the road 
and the way was further ob- 
structed by large branches, whole 
trees and telephone poles. At 
one time passengers were re- 

(continued on back page) 

CWA EMPLOYMENT IN N. C. 
BELOW 70,000 FEB. 22 

Raleigh, Feb. 27.—A total oJ 
68,592 persons were employed or 

civil works projects in Nortl 
Carolina during the week ending 
February 22, on a total pay rol 
of $681,742.46, Mrs. Thomas 
O’Berry, state CWA administra 
tor, announced tonight. 

Mrs. O’Berry now faces thi 
task of reducing the CWA em 

ployment rolls by 12,000 in lin 
with the program calling fo 
nation-wide demobilization of th 
service by May 1. 

| State Patrolmen 
Locate Many Parts 
Of Stolen Autos 

Carrying Parts From Place 
To Place No Easy Task, 
According To Highway 
Officials 

_ 

Officials of the North Carolina 
State Highway patrol, led by 
Lieutenant W. J. Croom, of 

! Grcenshc.ro, are continuing to 

| comb the mountains, valleys and 
entire countryside in Northwest 
and Piedmont North Carolina in 

; an effort to locate and piece to 

I gethcr portions of .automobiles 
I stolen in various places within 
| the last two or more years. The 
cars have allegedly been stolen 

I by a gang, of which Ransom 
I Brooks, 29, of Bull Head Moun- 
\ tain, is thought to have been the 
i ringleader. 

“Working the most intricate 

jig-saw puzzle is easy in com- 

parison with this job of gather- 
j ing together these scattered por- 
tions rf cars,” the officers de- 
clare. Carrying the parts from 
one point to another, after locat- 
ing them is no easy task, all ad- 

j mit. 

u y uiuouauvm1 mv «*■ 

an all-day tour last week, identi- 
fied a light roadster, 1932 model, 
stolen in Salisbury on August 1, 
1932, after locating the body of 
the machine in Jonesville, the 

I rear axle in Sparta, the motor on 

Bull' Head Mountain, and the 
wheels evidently are still revolv- 
ing some place, the officers be- 
lieve. 

The investigation will continue 

| indefinitely for it is a tedious 
task that faces the patrol officers 

i in the attempt to locate and 
assemble vital portions of the vast 

| number of machines that have 
; been stolen, in such a manner 

| as to enable them to accurately 
identify the lost cars, over a 

period of years. 

Brooks, in jail in Winston- 
Salem along with Odell Holbnook, 
18, and Ves Douglas, 27, garage 
operator of the Mitchell’s River 
section of Surry, has made no 

statement as to his guilt or the 

opposite. Lieutenant Croom states 
“It would be useless to question 
him, his work speaks for itself,” 
the officer continued. 

Douglas is well known in 

Elkin, having completed his high 
school' course in the Elkin schools. 
He was one of the brightest 
students in his class, his regular 
report cards being filled with 

“A’s,” his fellow classmates re- 

call. He had under construction 
a large, modern garage When 
arrested. 

ELKIN THIEF CAPTURED 

Elkin, Feb. 27.—Tom Meeks 

(not Tom Mix, as first reported) 
who dared to crash a plate glass 
window in the bargain basement 
of Elkin’s largest department 
store at 9:30 Saturday nighl 
while the streets were crowdec 
with Saturday visitors, and nat 
an armful of men’s shoes as h< 

departed in the direction 01 

Yadkin county, led the Elkii 
and Jonesville night policemen j 

heated chase over the hills am 

country trails through a blindinj 
s snowstorm which continued man; 

hours before being trailed to j 

s temporary place of refuge, am 

r captured at 11 o’clock Sunda; 
i morning, in a tobacco barn oi 

the Brushies. 

Doughton Appoints 
Miller As Secretary 
News has been received her; 

from Washington D. C., that 
Representative Doughton has re- 

cently appointed Harry Miller, of 
Stony Point, Alexander county, 
as his seer taryi According to 
the announcement, Mr. Miller was 

expected to gc to Washington 
j within a few days, to assume his 
new duties. 

i The appoint, c is a hardware 
I merchant and has taken a promi- 
|nent part in the political affairs in 
(Alexander county. He i= at pre;;- 
] ent chairman of the Alexander 
I county Democratic executive com- 

I mittee'. 

Boxing Matches To 
Be Staged March 3 
At Va.-Car. “Gym” 
Proceeds Of Bouts A i 

Grassy Creek Saturday 
Night To Be Applied On 
Gymnasium Indebtedness 

On Saturday night, March 3, 
at 8 o'clock, several boxing bouts 
will be staged in the new gym- 
nasium at Grassy Creek high 
school, according to a recent an- 

nouncement by Prof. William C. 
i LaRue. According to Prof. La- 
Rue, some of the boxers who are 

| expected to participate in the 
! bouts are the fastest, cleverest 
and most skillful in that section. 

: “Physical education has come 

I to be thought of as one of the 
most important branches of edu- 
cation,” says Prof. LaRue, “A 
sound body makes a sound mind 
more efficient. 

“Realizing this fact, educators 
everywhere are advocating many 
different forms of physical train- 
ing. School gymnasiums are be- 

j coming numerous and are prov- 
ing popular centers for com- 

munity entertainment of a whole- 
some nature. 

j “This b particularly true of the 
new gymnasium of the Virginia- 

i Carolina high school at Grassy 
Creek, which has been built 
largely by community effort aid- 

[ ed by considerable contributions 
by business and professional men 

[in the nearby towns.” 

Due to the fact that it takes 

| great moral courage and physical 
i stamina to become a good boxer, 
according to the announcement, 
those Who are fortunate enough 
to see the bouts at Grassy Creak 

! Saturday night should be impres. 
ed with the ability of the boxers 
to “give and take.” 

The public is invited to see the 
matches. A small admission 
charge will be made, which will 
be applied on the balance of 
indebtedness on the new gym- 
nasium. 

Higgins To Become 
District Attorney 

News from Washington, D. C. 
in regard to the resignation of 
District Attorney J. R. McCrary, 
of the middle Federal district of 
North Carolina is of special in- 

! terest in Sparta because the 
I resignation paves the way for the 

| appointment of Solicitor Carlisle 
Higgins, Democrat, >of Sparta, to 
fill the vacancy. The resignation 
is to take effect June 30 and was 

forthcoming at the request of 
the Department of Justice. It was 

said Saturday that no fault hah 
been found with the manner in 
which Mr. McCrary had dis 

charged the duties of his office, 
but that the request for his 

resignation was due to the facl 
that he is a Republican. The ap- 
pointment of Solicitor Higgins 
has been asked of the Justice 

department by Senator Bailey. 
Senator Bailey has also recom 

mended the appointment of Bryce 
R. Holt, a member of the Greens- 
boro bar, as assistant district at 

torney. R. S. McNeil, of Mocks 

ville, is also said to have the 
endorsement of Senator Bailej 
for appointment as assistant 
district attorney. 

t BANKERS’ ASSOCIATION 
t TO MEET IN PINEHURST 
l Raleigh, Feb. 27.—The Nortl 
: Carolina Bankers’ Association wil 

meet in its 38th annual conven 

i tion at the Carolina Hotel, Pine 
1 hurst, Thursday and Friday, Apri 
r 26-27, Paul t\ Brown, secretary 
i announced. The bankers’ code an< 

other business will be discussed 

North Wilkesboro 
fire Friday Fatal 
To Three Persons 

Two Children And Servant 
Die From Injuries Re- 
ceived When Blair Resi- 
dence Catches On Fire 

North Wi!k< -oro, Feb. 27.— 
| Barber Blair, 14-months old 

jdaughter of Mr. and Mrs.' Frank 
P. Blair n, her 3-yevvr old broth- 
er, rrank P. Blair III, and Nel- 
lie Barbei, colored servant, were 

fatally burr'd Friday afternoon 
when the home of F. P. Blair, 
grandfather of the children, 
caught fire. The baby, who died 
’t 7 o’clock Friday night, was 

The first victim of the fire.’ The 
colored girl pas.- d away about 
2 o’clock Saturday morning and 
the 3-y ar old lioy died about 

i two hours later. 
F. P. Blair, the two children 

and the servant, and Miss Chris- 
tine Irvin, a nurse, were in the 

i home at the time the fire started. 
It is supposed the fire started 
when the colored girl was filling 
a small heater with kerosene. The 

‘can is report d to have exploded, 
j filling the second story hallway 
with flames. 

The cf’ored girl, with her 
[clothing on fire, is thought to 
j have run into the room where 
i the baby was in its crib, grabbed 
| it and started to run down the 
I stairs. The older child ran by 
I her side. When they reached 
the foot of the' stairway the girl 

; collapsed. M n working nearby 
rushed into the home and carried 
out the children and the colored 

: girl. 
i The children and their parents 
[have been making their home 

[with the eld r Mr. Blair. The fire 
was extinguished by firemen with 
considerable difficulty, due to the 
fact that it had spread rapidly 

[and the attractive and valuable 
home with it' furnishings were 

damaged to the extent of at 
j least $2,000. Walls of the en- 

tire second story were charred 
and the fire was spreading under 

j the roof wh n it was finally plac- 
ed under control. 

Tne parents of the children 
were downtown at the time of the 
tragedy, the fathei being engaged 
in the ice and fuel business here. 
The grandf.'thei is i prominent 

; business man of this section. 
The fir took the two children 

:lrom one of the most prominent 
families in North Wilkesboro and 
the tragedy has shocked the entire 
city and community. 

[ The Blair i ..idence was one 

; of the first in North Wilkesboro, 
having beer: constructed by the 
late Colonel Blair when the city 

iwas in its infancy. 
| F. P. Blair, Sr., who lost his 

j eyesight in an auto accident re- 

cently was carried from the home 
without injury, but the loss of 
his grandchildren was .such a 

[shock that in his weakened con- 

dition fear is expressed for his 
I recovery. He w*as carried to a 

‘Statesville hospital Friday night 
and Saturday his condition was 

reported as improved. 

128 BOMBS IN NEW GRAVE 

Tarragona, Spain.—Suspicious 
of a freshly dug grave, police 
opened it and found 123 bombs, 
ready for use- 

i 

Ho SX-urn-Gee , 
S'a ?uietni<5>i^ 
—n,—'^-"i 

there are none so blind as they who will- 
folly shut their nes." 

FEBRUARY 
26—Henry W. Longfellow, 

-a great U.S. poet, born 1807. 

/A 27—England sees its first 
game of baseball, 1874. 

28—Great comet visible by day 
over United States, 1843. 

MARCH 
1—Napoleon returns to 

France from Elba exile, 
1814. 

Gfedf 2—Texas declares independ- 
kA) nt ence of Mexico, 1835. 

3—U. S. Navy is founded 
with 13 active ships, 1801. 

x&tirt 14—Chicago, with population 
of 4,170, made city, 1837. 

t 


