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PLISHING THE
CTORAL COLLEGE

btor Lodge of Massachusetts
oposes to abolish the Electoral
College. This, of course, can be
done only by constitutional
amendement, to propose which
. would require a two-thirds vote
in each House of Congress, and
a ratification by at least 36
States, or three-fourths of the 48.

If Senator Lodge proposes a
simple and complete abolition of
the Electoral College he might as
well save his breath. - He will
never receive the necessary ma-
jorities, either in Congress or
among the States. For the present
provision gives to the less popu-
lous states an advantage in the
election of a President and a
prestige in government which
they will never give up.

Each State in the Electoral Col-
' lege has as many votes as the
total of its Senators and Con-
gressmen. If a state has two
Senators and one Congressman,
it has three electoral votes. There
are six States with three votes,—
Arizona, Delaware, Nevada, New
Mexico, Vermont, and Wyoming.
There are seven with only four
votes each, — Idaho, Montana,
New Hampshire, North Dakota,
South Dakota, Utah and Rhode

Island.
These thirteen States could
alone defeat a constitutional

amendment, to say nothing of the
States with only five, six or seven
electoral votes.

Nevada, for example, has 3
votes out of 531, New York has
47 votes. But in 1936, Nevada
cast only 43,848 popular votes
for President, whereas New York
cast 5,286,495 out of a grand
total of 45,646,817.

In other words Nevada had one
electoral vote for each 14,616
popular votes cast in that State,
while New York had one electoral
vote for each 112,478 popular
votes. Each Nevada voter, there-
fore, was equal to eight New
Yorkers in electing a President.
This gives Nevada a place of
importance in Washington far
out of proportion to her popula-
tion which she cashes in on by
way of silver legislation and other
benefits.

This all comes about by reason
of the “great compromise’ of the
Constitutional Conventivn of 1787
under which each State was given
an equal number of United States
Senators. And as her number of
Senators gives Navada two out
of three electoral votes she and
the other smaller States enjoy an
advantage whichithey would never
give up by adopting a constitu-
tional amendment whereby the
President would be elected by
direct vote of all the people.

The compromise, in pure the-
ory, is objectionable, but we
would never had had a Consti-
tution without it. And better
have an imperfect Constitution
than perfect chaos.

If anythig is done about the
Electoral College, it should be
along the lines proposed by Rep-
resentative Clarence Lea of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Lea, one of the doz-
en best students of government
on Capitol Hill, does not propose
to abolish the electoral votes.
He knows that is impossible. He
proposes to preserve the present
system which would retain to
each State its present number of
electoral votes. But with it he
would give expression to view
that each individual voter in each
State should have a real voice in
electing his President.

Under existing law, the party
candidate receiving a majority of
one popular vote out of New
York’s 5 million gets all of New
York's 47 votes. And the same
in all other States. The minority
in each State is practically dis-
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U. S. Will Send Japan Less Steel

Washington.—President Roosevelt yesterday plac-
ed exports of virtually all iron and steel products
under a rigid licensing control, but specified that ex-
jports to Great Britain and the American republics
will not be affected. The move was regarded as a
direct blow at the Japanese war machine as well as a
step toward conserving this country’s resourtes for its
own defense. The United States, in the past, has
furnished much of the metal used by Japan in pro-
ducing munitions and military equipment. It is be-
lieved that a shutdown of this source of supply will
hamper, if not seriously cripple, the Japanese war ef-
fort in China. o
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Britain Will Not Risk Feeding Germans

Washington.—Herbert Hoover’s plan for feeding
the civil population in German-occupied countries was
rejected by the British government last night with an
announcement here that it would refuse permission
“for the passage of food through the blockade.” The
statement by the Marquess of Lothian, British am-
bassador, apparently ended the prospect of any ex-
tensive American food relief to German conquered
nations, including France. Lord Lothian, however,
expressed his government’s willingpess to facilitate the
passage through the blockade of “medical supplies
destined for distribution in territories occupied by
Germany and in unoccupied France by approved
bodies.” .
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Athens, Greece.—The retreating Italians suffered’
“heavy blows” along the northern front today, a Greek
government spokesman said tonight, and left more
prisoners in Greek hands. Over the entire front, thei
spokesman declared, it was a familiar story: A con-
tinued Fascist retreat, with rear guard fighting by the |
Italians “overthrown” as it developed. At Delvino, he|
said, “large quantities of all kinds of materials” aban-,
doned by the Italians were collected by Greek troops.
The Italian retirement north of Argirocastro was pic-
“tured as hasty.
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Italians In Africa Are Confused 1
Cairo, Egypt.—The British army in Egypt, apply-!

ordinary speed and shock used by the Germans in the|
britzkrieg of the west, has destroyed the communi-
cations between Italian advance and rear, and isolated
great numbers of Fascist troops. Rejports from the
front said the British broke through the Italian po-'
sitions protecting the important Mediterranean base of
Sidi Barani—a main springboard of the Fascist invasion
of ]%’g'ypt begun weeks ago—and pushed on to the
coast.

Berlin—In a speech Tuesday noon to 12,000
workers in the Borsig munitions plant in Berlin, that the
British claim to have bombed several times, Adolf |
Hitler demanded work and patience from the German:
people, for “with it we will defeat the entire world’;
patience, because, he cautioned, “the war won’t be won
tomorrow.” There was little reference to foreign
policy, although Hitler listed “rich America” among
the *“have” nations and himself as the ehampion of
all the “have nots.” There was no offer of any kind,
the implication being that the war with Britain is a
fight to the finish between two systems: two worlds.
But, he went on, “our capacity for work is our gold,
ourl((l:apital; and with it we will defeat the entire
world.

__ Raleigh.—Governor Hoey, a little stouter and a
little greyer than when he took office, had a birthday
vesterday—the last before he leaves the office of
Governor. He was 63, and he observed it as he has
observed most of his birthdays—by a good day’s work.
That means that for some 15 hours he conducted the
state’s business, with time out for meals and, for a
couple of coca-colas—one in the morning and one in
the aftemo_on——at a drug store a block from his office
in the Capitol. That has been his daily routine since
he took office in January, 1937, with variation when
he had a speech to make or had to take a trip, and it
would require more than a mere birthday to make
him break it. '
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Atlanta.—Twelve persons, including the railroad’s
president and the general manager, were injured yes-
terday when seven cars of the Southern Railway’s
passenger train, the Ponce de Leon, were derailed
about one mile south of the village of Ellenwood, Ga.

franchised.
To illustrate, a State has 10
electoral votes, and casts 1,000,

000 popular votes, 600,000 Re-
publican, let us say, and 400,000

Democratic. As it is, the Republi-
can  candidate gets all 10 of the

electoral votes. The 400,000
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Democrats, in effect, are counted
for the Republican candidate.
Congressman Lea would pro rate
the 10  electoral votes in
proportion to the popular vote,
or, in this case, 6 Republican and
4 Democratic.

South front of the White House, residence of the President

of the United States, and headquarters of the Executive branch of | Washington 1
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Earl Farmer is

Severely Injured

Earl Farmer, of Stratford, who
owns and runs the Farmer Fish-

ing Camp, was seriously injured, *
ing in the desert wastes the very tactics of extra- Sunday night, when he sustained al

roken right leg and a badly
'mashed left leg.
The accident occurred while

Farmer wag investigating his elec-
tric light plant which is operated
by an overshot water wheel. He

and so securely were his legs
caught in the pulley that he was
unable to extricate himself. When
he did not return in half an hour
his wife went out to look for
him., Finding him in a helpless
condition and being unable to re-
lease himself, she ecalled in the
neighbors to help. Friends had
actually to saw him ouat before
he could be removed. He is be-
ing treated by local doctors.

Stratford

Stratford, Dec. 10.—Mr. and
Mrs, Johnson Sanders, of North
Wilkesboro, came over one even-
ing last week after their little
daughter, and were accompanied
back home by Miss Ruth Cook,
who is taking a beauty course in
North Wilkesboro.

Mr, and Mrs. G. 0. Edwards
and Edwin Esty, of Hillsville, Va.,
came over Sunday and moved
Mrs, Esty’s mother, Mrs. Gessie
Esty, widow of the late D. R.
Esty, and her household goods to
Virginia.

Elder and Mrs. J. M, Williams
have been sick but are improv-
ing.

Rex Wagoner left Sunday even-
ing en route to Raleigh via North
Wilkesboro to take a course in
electric welding given by the
government.

Little Christine Mabe has chick-
en pox.

Born last week to Mr. and
Mrs, Lester Jones, who live on

Etta Moxley, a son.

Little Louise Caudill is re-
covering from an attack of pneu-
monia but ig not able to be mov-
ed back home yet. She is with
Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Watson,

High School at
Hudson Destroyed
By Fire

The hearts of one thousand
children were gladdened when
they went to school Wednesday
morning, December 4, and dis-
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duct a campaign in every State,
whether Mississippi or Vermont.
It would quicken interest in gov-
ernment throughout the TUnion.

There would be no ‘solid”
Republican or Democratic terri-
tory anywhere. It would be im-
possible for anyone to be elected
President who had less popular
votes than another candidate, as
has three times happened.—a
dangerous situation loaded with
dynamite. It would be impossible,
as under existing law, to throw the
election of a President into the
House of Representatives, as hap-
pened in 1810 and 1824. Mr.
Lea’s proposal is worthy of seri-
ous study.

Samuel B. Pettengill.
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Gasoline for the average motor
vehicle cost $135.76 in 1939, of
which 41% was due to gasoline

covered that a fire during the

| plan would enfranchise!night had destroyed the Hudson'dill's home.
all minority parties in all States. High School building and extended |
It would be worth while to con-'their Christmas vacation over a|for Oxford, Pa.

whole month. Miss Faye Joines,
of Sparta, English instructor and
librarian, was compelled to re-
turn home until the school opens
again after the Christmas holi-
days.

Hudson High School is located
between Lenoir and Hickory, and
has a roster of 28 teachers and
nearly one thousand pupils. The
blaze is believed to have been
caused by a deficieney in the wir
ing. While firemen were unable
to save the burning High School
building they managed to prevent
the flameg from spreading to ad-
Joinging buildings on the campus
and nearby homes. Office records
and much equipment were saved.

Both building and equipment
were insured.

Two-thirds of the automobile
tires manufactured are sold as
replacements.

the farm of Misses Charity and |

'i Better Telephone '
Service Promised '[

‘Alleghany County |
After 28 telephone users in
Sparta had signed a petition

threatening to have their phones
removed unless they were given
better service, the Central Elec-
tric and Telephone Co. invegtigat-
led the situation and promised
(that immediate steps would be |
taken to improve the service.
| Spartans have complained for|
Isome time because of the inade-|
|quate connections over the coun-

became entangled in the pulley,|ty lines, but not until the recent!we.«:em sec

iconcerted protest of the towns-
{people has there been any defi-
inite move to remedy the situa-
ition. Ome chief complaint is
]that there is only one long-dis-
itance line going out of town.
When this line is busy it is nec-
|essary for another party to put
{in a long-distance ecall to wait
{sometimes 30 minutes or an hour
{for service. Another complaint
yis that one regularly paid opera-
ltor is inadequate for a county
possessing as many telephoneg as
Alleghany. : . '
Reception over party or com-
munity lines in the county is
reported to be very bad at times,
possibly because of poor construc-
tion of secondary limes. =
In a county where there are
approximately 160 telephones, 85
being in Sparta proper, it iz con-
sidered high time that the tele-
phone service, local and long-
distance, were improved.

Roll Call Totals
'Still Coming in

Although the Red Cross Roll
Call Membership campaign termi-
nated on November 30, the figures
are still rolling in. The latest re-
port submitted by Rev. V. W.
Sears shows the present amount
to be $164.93. A complete lst
of the Roll Call Members’ names
lwill be detailed next week.

Have you bought Christmas
Seals yet? They are now on sale
and school teachers and children
are covering Sparta and the
neighboring communities with
seals for salee. When you are
approached by anyone selling
seals, do your little bit—buy
some.
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Spartans have always played
‘the theory that “the game’s the
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mally convenes twice a year, has : : 1
charge of all the work of the  Economics Cl_ass since the Fall
convention, including Missions,;mnn‘ opened i Sepu_:mber. J'lp-
Eduecation, Benevolences, and var- |proximately eighty gu'ls_, TSN
ious branches of activity. {from .freshmen to seniors, will
{model in person the various styles
of clothing each student has made,

(0 dlspray A0 WU i

oo €&l and . parade their. individpal frills

g f land furbellows from the auditor-

:  Sparta School [ iastorm.

B ,3 Mrs. Hamby revealed that last
The final score of any game (e bae finst time. Sy suck

{display had ever been given in

g Sparta  High School. She said
th; bettet" team in a contest, orithe girls have made print and
w9 p!g;ed‘ the hardest game. | 1o dresses, house-coats, cut
Last Friday’s basketball totalsi—| e blue and wing Taeiars alip
Beulah boys 32 as against Sparta |

does not always indicate which is

: [ cov li 1
bors" 14, ls a oot example in | corer 41, Pave lined woslen
point. e locals battled gamely | i 3
from - the very' ‘tossup, but it!ﬁz‘r,E] the class hag effected many

must be remembered that they fme}t:t'? such &s arranging belts

; E p m ordinary butbons, carvin
;verehbucl;:}:_ng up agamnst an out- i ctive le?ves and sign.aturg
t that bids fair to be Su"‘yfpins from wood, plus desiging

county’s classiest corpg of cagers.

5 |some showy Christmas decorations
0

and Christmas cards.

The Home Economies teacher
has shown a genuine interest im
the work of the class and is proud
of the splendid progress her girls
have made this year. She laments
the fact, however, that a dire lack
of equipment and material has

thing”—win, lose or draw, and
regardless of how stiff the oppo-
sition. As long as they stay right
in there and keep shooting for the
old basket they’re a par excellence
team, no matter what the total
tallies may show at the closing

whistle, hindereq the students from more
extensive domestic studies. At
The Spartan maids had little Present the eighty girls taking

Home FEronomics are foreced to
budget their sewing endeavors to
four sewing machines. There is
also & definite neeq for cooking
facilities, a vital factor to any
Home Economies course.

But, despite these handicaps,
Mrs. Hamby said, the girlg prom-
ise to nut on a worth-while fash-
‘on show. Everyone is invited to
come, The time, 9 a. m. The
date, DNerember 13. The place,
Sparta High School auditorium.

difficulty in handling the Beulah
girls. As a matter of fact the
local lassies practically yawned
their way to capture a 28-9 de-
cision over Beulah. Coasting on
the 14 to 0 impetus gained in|
the early stages of the game,
Coach Stuart sent in his second
team to entertain the visitors for
the remainder of the fray.

The Piney Creek boys copped
Tuesday night’s set-to from Sparta
by winning hands down, 24-9.

members of the Sunday School
There will also be a Christmas
tree for the children and all whe
'wish to exchange gifts.

In the feminine loop it was
even-Stephen when the shouting
had died away. The spirited lit-

l Vox, Dec. 10.—Paul Sexton, of
G

alax, has moved to Osee Cau-
Huston Maines left last week

Mrs. Arthur Shaw was shopping |
in Galax Saturday, |

Mr. and Mrs. Reid Fender and
Mr. and Mrs, Eugene Edwards
visited H. C. Evang Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs, Walter Jennings |
visited Mack Fender Sunday.

Mr.
Mrs. M. C. Caudill and daugh-
ter, Violet, visited dfriends in
Galax Sunday.

Mrs, Sarah Fender spent the
week-end with her mother, Mrs.
Matilda Colling at Baywood.

Coy Higgins and son, Robert
Lee, visited Mrs. Huston Maines
Sunday.

Mrs, Page Evans spent a few
days last week with Mrs. H, C.
Evans,

|
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The buying power of the aver-
age American factory worker is
estimated at 60 per cent higher

|score back and forth to hold their
imuch larger Piney Creek rivals |
‘to ¢

and Mrs. Paul Sexton,'on Thursday evening, December |
{12, at 6:45 o’clock at Green|

tle Spartan crew see-sawed the

1» 11-11 deadlock in one of
the most exciting fracaseg of the
current basketball season.

Women’s Circle
Meets Tonight I

The Young Women’s Circle of |
the Methodist Church will meet

Gables, with Mrs. Robert M. Gam- |
bill and Mrs. Dwight Greene hos- | :
tesses. The program will be un-

der the direction of Mrs. Harry
Vaughan.
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' Onlv 10 Shopping

! Days Until

2 e e Christmas
Christmas Service

Get vour Christmas shopping
a dona tl': coming week, andaveid
At ROCkY Rldge the 12" minute rush and erush.

A special Christmas program
will be given at the Rocky Ridge
Presbyterian Church at Peden, on
Saturday, December 21, at 7 p.
m. A Christmas service, “Abide

For every dollar paid to stock-
heldere last year, railroads of this
countrv paid nearly three dollars
in tazes.

today than in 1914.

With Us,” will be presented by




