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SPARTA NEEDS NOW 

an industrial plant, a mo- 

dern hotel, a federal post 
office building and a civic 
club. Let’s go after them! 
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People 
YOU KNOW 

In Alleghany 
By Staff Writer 

J. C. GAMBILL 

To people who aren’t acquaint- 
ed with Johnny Gambill (and 
there are only a few of them in 
this county,) the first impression 
they get is that here is a man who 
never gets overly excited about 
anything, an easy-going, (unas- 
suming type of individual who 
probably lives as quietly as he 
speaks. 

That isn’t a completely ac- 

curate portrait of the commission- 
er, however. For in reality he is a 

vigorous worker, a profound thin- 
ker, a capable and estimable 
business man and farmer. He is an 

asset to the county governing 
board of which he is a member. 

Living on a Piney Creek farm 
which has been in the family for 
three generations, he still holds 
,Kis grandfather’s grant for the 
place, dated 1792. Elected and re- 

elected county commissioner, he 
was chairman of the board for 
two years. 

Reduced Indebtedness 
That Alleghany has lately re^ 

ceived the reputation of having 
one of the best managed county 
governments in this section is no 

accident but a circumstance that 
is due in a large measure to the 
resourcefulness of the board. Its 
members, during the past several 
years, have reduced considerably 
the bonded indebtedness of the 
county. j 

Born along New river, near I 
Independence, Va.. in 1902, young! 
Gambill began his schooling at 
the Gambill (or New River) school 
near his home. He later attended 
school at Piney Creek and Elk 
Creek, Va., and finished his edu- 
cation at Boone. 

Going to work on the farm im- 
mediately after he had finished 
school, he has always lived on the 
old home place, a part of which 
he inherited. On the farm he 
raises some of the best cattle in 
the county. 

Marriage was in 1926 to the 
former Miss Rose Gambill, of his 
native community. Mr. and Mrs. 
Gambill have, two daughters, 
Johnnie and Nancy, aged 11 and 
5. 

With his brother Eugene Gam- 
bill, of Salisbury, he now owns 
four farms, one of which is lo- 
cated across the Virginia line. 
With D. C. Duncan, of Sparta, he 
owns the new building which 
houses the Delp Furniture store, 
Kay’s Five & Ten, and the office 

(Continued on Page Eight) 

Last Rites Held 
For Mrs. Reeves 

Elk Creek Resident Died Of 
Pneumonia at Her Home 

Last Saturday. 
■" 

Funeral services were held 
Monday lor Mrs. Mollie J. Redyes, 
aged 89, who died of pneumonia 
'at her home on Elk Creek last 
Saturday afternoon. 

A member of the Shilo church 
for more than 80 years, Mrs. 
Reeves had always been a faith- 
ful church and community work- 
er. Services were conducted in the 
Elk Creek church and burial was 
in the church cemetery. 

Mrs. Reves had scores of rela- 
tives and friends in Alleghany, 
Ashe, Caldwell, Wilkes and Gray- 
son counties. A large crowd at- 
tended the funeral. 

Surviving are five children, 
Connelly Reeves, Charles Reeves, 
Jesse Reeves and Bower Reeves, 
of Pennsylvania; and a number 
of grandchildren. Her husband 
and son, John Reeves, died some 
several years ago. 

Farmers To Vote On I 
Soil Conservation 
Until Saturday P. M 

Ballot Boxes in Every Com- 
munity; Early Indications 

Are Favorable. 

Farmers and landowners of the 
county have “come out in droves” 
this week and voted for or against 
the advisability of establishing a 

soil conservation district in the 
New river valley for a demon- 
stration project and CCC camp 
work to control soil erosion and 
improve farm lands. 

Balloting began last Monday 
morning and will continue on 

through tomorrow evening. Box- 
es have been placed at conven- 

ient points in each township. In 
Sparta there are boxes in the 
Northwestern bank, the county 
agent and sheriffs offices. 

Every farmer is urged by 
County Agent R. E. Black to 
avail himself of the opportunity 
of voting at his nearest designa- 
ted voting place. Those who have 
not yet voted have today and to- 
morrow in which to do so. 

Ballot boxes are located at the 
following places in the county: 
Peden, Whitehead, Hare, Hooker, 
Tea Pot Dome, the stores of Isaac 
Richardson, Mrs. Charlie Shep- 
herd, J. R. Halsey, J. H. Douglas, 
Carl M. Kennedy, Oscar Gambill, 
J. E. Osborne, Fred Miller, Rush 
Thompson and J. T. Miles, and 
the residences of Cary Brown, Os- 
car Perry, Will Atwood and A. R. 
Murphy. 

Mr. Black reported yesterday 
that “we are getting a big vote, 
much larger than I had expec- 
ted.” The farmers, fie said, did 
not take so much interest in the 
soil conservation meetings recent- 
ly held, but that most of them 
.•were joining out to vote. 

When and if it is established, 
the conservation district in this 
and Ashe -county will help the 
farmers to get conservation meas- 

ures established so that they can 

carry on with some technical as- 

sistance and guidance. A techni- 
cal advisor will be sent here to 
work with them. 

In order to establish a district 
in the New river valley, a ma- 

jority of the farmers must favor 
it, and for this reason all farm- 
ers are urged to go to their near- 

est voting place and express their 
opinion. 

Regional FSA Man 
Makes A Study In 

Alleghany & Ashe 

J. W. Lambert Studies Success 
of Combined FSA, WPA, 

Welfare Program. 
J. W. Lambert, regional farm 

management specialist of the 
Farm Security Administration, 
was in Alleghany and Ashe coun- 
ties last week, making a com- 

plete study of the FSA, WPA and 
welfare department substandard 
work. 

This project is being carried 
out in the two counties as an ex- 

periment. There are around 400 
families on the list and each ag- 
ency is doing all it can to help 
these low income families become 
rehabilitated and self-supporting. 

They are encouraged and given 
loan assistance by FSA to do as 

much farming and gardening as 

possible in the spring and sum- 
mer months. During the winter 
months the WPA and welfare de- 
partments are to give them as 
much assistance as possible. 

Mr. Lambert said he was im- 
pressed with the value of such a 
combined program. 

lVo Injured In 
Auto Accident 

Two persons were slightly in- 
jured early Tuesday night when 
an automobile driven by Handy 
Murphy, of the Saddle Mountain 
section ran over a fill on the 
Blue Ridge Parkway, near Cum- 
berland Gap. 

Ernest Cockerham, a compan- 
ion, received several broken ribs, 
Dr. B. O. Choate reported. Mur- 
phy sustained a cut lip and other 
minor injuries. 

The driver stated that the lights 
on his car went out and he could 
not see where he was driving. 

Draft Board May 
Conscript Four 
For Next Quote 

5 Men Will Go to Ft. Jacksoi 
For Military Training 

On April 4. 

Of the 5 men this county musl 
send to Fort Jackson on April 4 
for a year’s training under the 
selective service military pro- 
gram, at least four of them are 

likely to be drafted from the reg- 
istration list, it was announced 
yesterday. 

Officials stated that only two 
registrants had expressed a de- 
sire to volunteer, and they have 
not yet been classified by the 
board. Neither has received his 
physical examination. 

Registrants who may find them- 
selves carrying rifles soon are Iv- 
an Houston Lyons, of Glade Val- 
ley; Rex Raymond Fowler, Spar- 
ta; John Tyre Royal, Elkin; Brady 
Johnson Crouse, Perryman, Md.; 
and William Dean Halsey, Piney 
Creek. 

Next in line are John Early 
Bryant, of Glade Valley; Neil 
Robert Harless, Galax; Davis Wil- 
liam Osborne, Laurel Springs; 
and Everett Curtis Fortner, En- 
nice. 

Fifty more draft questionnaires 
will be sent out to registrants 
when the board meets on April 
4. bringing the total number of 
forms which have been mailed 
out to 250. 

Matthew Taylor 
Funeral Is Held 

Aged Resident of County Died 
at Home Last Sunday 

Following Stroke. 

Death came last Sunday to 
Matthew Taylor, of near Sparta, 
aged 81, and funeral services were 

I held at the Primitive Baptist 
I church at Whitehead on Tuesday. 
Mr. Taylor had suffered a stroke 
of paralysis. 

Burial was in-the church cem- 

etery. Elders Shade Caudill, John 
Williams and Charlie Kilby con- 

1 ducted the services. An unusually 
large crowd attended. 

Mr. Taylor, who had been in ill 
health for quite some time, had a 

host of friends in Alleghany and 

| surrounding counties. 
! He is survived by his widow, 
I Mrs. Kate Taylor; two daughters, 
Mrs. Bess Spicer and Mrs. Amy 
Wagoner, of Sparta; one son, Ar- 

! thur, of Pomona, Calif.; and two 
I brothers, D. P. Taylor, of Sparta, 
I and S. A. Taylor, of Forest Hill, 
I Md. 
— 

Plumbing Schools 
Mon. And Tue& 

Blue Ridge Electric Member- 
ship Corporation To Hold 

School In Gym. 
A large crowd is expected to 

attend the free REA plumbing 
school toj be held at the Sparta 
school gym Monday and Tuesday. 

It was announced that $100,000 
had been allotted the Bluev Ridge 
Electric Membership corporation 
to enable the members in Alle- 
ghany, Ashe, Watauga, Caldwell 
and Johnson counties to install 
complete plumbing units in their 
homes. And it is in connection 
with this that the schools are be- 
ing held. 

Willard J. Luff and Andrew 
Tessman, of the REA in Washing- 
ton, D. C., and R. M. McGirt, 
plumbing advisor of the Blue 
Ridge Electric, will conduct the 
school both days. 

They will have a large trailer 
truck, loaded with all kinds of 
plumbing fixtures, catalogues and 
prices. They will be prepared to 
take orders. The plan provides, 
according to G. F. Messick, Supt. 
of the Blue Ridge Electric Mem- 
bership corporation, for the REA 
members to purchase plumbing 
fixtures at factory prices on a 

co-operative basis and for each 
member to install them himself, 
hereby saving a good deal of mo- 

ney. 
All instructions are to given 

free of charge at the schools and 
a good attendance is expected. 

C C C Celebration 
To Be Held Sat. 

Full-Day Program, Dance In 
The Evening. Public Is 

Invited To Attend. 

Plans are now being completed 
for the observance of the eighth 
national anniversary of the Civil- 
ian Conservation Corps service, at 
the Laurel Springs CCC camp, 
Saturday when a full day pro- 
gram ending with a dance in the 
evening, will be carried out. 

The morning exercises will 
start at 10:45 With an address of 
welcome by Lt. Joe R. Hender- 
son, camp commanding officer; 
history of the C. C. C., by Mr. 
Kiddoo and an address by Gov. 
R. A. Doughton. Company forma- 
tion will take place from 11:45 to 
12. A barbecue ^unch will hie 
served free to everybody from 
12 until 1:30 o’clock. 

From 1:30 until 2:30 visitors 
will inspect the camp; 2:30 to 
3:30 they will inspect nearby 
work on projects and parks. 

That night, from 9 until 12 o’- 
clock, a dance will be held and 
music will be furnished by an or- 

chestra and string band for both 
round and square dancing. 

“The public is most cordially 
invited to attend and to join with 
us in this celebration,” Raymond 
J. Kiddoo, camp educational ad- 
visor said. 

MATTRESS PROJECT 
DEADLINE ANNOUNCED 

April 30 is the deadline for filing 
applications for Mattresses and 
there is no assurance that the 
program will be continued next 
year, County Agent R. E. Black 
announced yesterday. 

A total of nearly 100 mattress- 
es have been made in Alle- 
ghany and others interested in 
filing applications for either mat- 
tresses or comforts are urged to 
do immediately. 

Norway is reported to be feed- 
ing woodpulp to cattle for fodder 
with herhing and fish meal added 
to give the eseentials of albumen, 
vitamins, and minerals. 

Members of the Baptist church 
held their first Sunday school and 
church services in their new 

building last Sunday. 

News Scores Scoop When 
Fox Bites New Hope Man 

COUNTY’S NEW DENTIST 

Dr. N. D. Fox, formerly of 
Statesville, who has moved his 
family here and established a den- 
tal practice in the office former- 
ly occupied by the late Dr. C. A. 
Reeves. 

Mrs. Halsey Is 
Buried In Ashe 

Services Held Monday Af- 
ternoon for Piney Creek 

Woman, Aged 89. 

Services were held last Monday 
afternoon for Mrs. Emily Halsey, 
of Piney Creek, aged 89, who 
died at the home of her son on 

Saturday. 
Rites were conducted in the 

Senter Primitive Baptist church 
in Ashe county. Burial was in 
the church cemetery. Mrs. Halsey 
had been a member of the Center 
church for a great many years. 

Besides being one of the oldest 
women in the county, Mrs. Hal- 
sey was one of the best known re- 

sidents of her native county and 
community. She leaves a host of 
friends. 

Survivors are a son, C. W. Hal- 
sey, of Piney Creek; several 
daughters and a number of grand- 
children. 

Balkans Bitter Over Signing 
Of Axis Pact; Many Uprisings 

Hi is week the lid literally blew 
off of the Balkans, the powder 
keg of Europe, for with the sign- 
ing of the Yugoslavia-Axis pact a 
series of violent explosive dem- 
onstrations took place throughout 
the country, threatening revolu- 
tion. 

Yugoslavian nationalists were 
arrested by the hundreds in fur- 
ious demonstrations against the 
Nazis—schoolboys, Serb peasants, 
revolutionary organization known 
as Comitaji (rebels). The rebel 
leader Kosca Pecanac was under- 
stood to have gone out to enlist 
men for revolt; Yugoslavians ov- 
erwhelmed the Greek and Bri- 
tish legations in the capital of 
Belgrade, all wanting to enlist 
with the Allies. /' 

War in the air and on the sea 
continued, and was brought a lit- 
tle closer to the II. S. 

The Germans proclaimed Ice- 
land, which was occupied by the 
British during the German invas- 
ion of the Low Countries, to be 
in their zone of war operations, 
thus bringing them a little Closer 
to the United States. In current 
operations they announced that a 
British Jbattleship had been hit by 
aerial bombs in the Mediterran- 
ean; that an “outpost boat” was 

destroyed and that two freighters 
aggregating 16,000 tons were da- 
maged. 

The British reported that their 
shipping losses for the second 
successive week had shown a 

sharp decline: 71,773 tons for the 
week ended March 16 against 98,- 
832 tons for the previous week 
and 141,314 for the week before. 

Germans continued to hammer 
at British cities and this week 
practically “coventrized” Ply- 
mouth with bombings. 
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Arnold Jones Attacked, Calls 
Mack Jones, Who Sum- 

mons Dan Jones. 

Maybe when a dog bites a man 

it isn’t news, but now when a 

fox bites a man— 

Well, it happened to Arnold 
Jones, of the New Hope section, 
last Monday night. He had gone 
out to the barn to see about his 
lambs when a vicious, bushy-tail- 
ed animal grabbed his leg and 
would not turn loose. By twist- 
ing his leg around he managed to 
shake the animal off, and head for 
the house. But the fox took out 
after him. 

When he reached the house, Mr. 
Jones, who weighs considerably 
more than 200 pounds, yelled out 
to a neighbor, Mack Jones, that 
“a fox is trying to eat me up. 
Come over here!” 

Opps! Missed! 
Mack Jones hurried over there, 

gun in hand, ready for anything. 
After turning the lights on on the 
porch, he saw the fox, lifted the 
gun and took a crack at him. But 
he missed. 

So Arnold and Mack Jones got 
in an automobile and struck out 
for the home of Dan Jones, who 
lived a half mile up the road. Dan 
grabbed his gun, and on the way 
back to the Arnold Jones place 
he saw the fox cross the road. 
Jumping out of the car he took 
out after the fox (a gray one, it 
was) and “finished him off” in 
no time at all. 

Which goes to show that (1) 
when you have all the Jones boys 
working in unison, you get some- 
thing done, and (2) that maybe 
Dick Gentry is right when he 
says there are 3,000 foxes in this 
county. 

Sale Of lEaster 
Seals Is Begun 

Miss Lillie Ervin is Chairman 
of Drive to Aid Crip- 

pled Children. 

Opening last Friday and expec- 
ted to continue through Easter, 
the annual sale of Easter seals to 
aid crippled children is now un- 
derway in Alleghany county. 

Part of a nation-wide drive con- 

ducted simultaneously in 30 other 
states affiliated with the National 
Society for Crippled Children, the 
campaign is the only means the 
league has for raising funds. Miss 
Lillie Ervin is chairman of the 
drive in this county, and Mrs. Ro- 
bert M. Gambill is treasurer. 

Half of the total funds collec- 
remain in the hands of 

al committee for aiding 
the county’s own crippled child- 
ren; half will be sent to the sta 
off ice-to be used in assisting those 
the committee cannot serve alone. 
Of the state’s half, ten per cent 

forwarded to the national 
for nuhlfoitv and 

He also pointed out that he 
would like to see more persons 
looking forward to the fair, and 
preparing for it, months before it 
actually took place. “We want 
more entries in every depart- 
ment,” he said, “and I would like 
exhibitors to understand that it 
helps our fair to bring along some 
product and exhibit it, even 
though there appears to be no 
chance of it winning a prize.” 

Amos Wagoner is vice-president 
of the fair and H. H. Higgins is 
secretary-treasurer. Last year 
they, together with the board of 
directors, members of the Wo- 
man’s club, and other interested 
parties, managed to put over one 
of the most successful fairs ever 
held in Alleghany. 

Thomas A. Cox 
*u Is Mak ing Good 

In Detroit, Mich. 

Alleghany county has a number 
of native-born persons who have 
gone out into the world and 
made good. 

Thomas A. Cox, of Detroit, 
Mich., who is visiting his father, 
Joe F. Cox, of Scottville, is cer- 
tainly one of that group. In fact 
Thomas has made an outstanding 
record. 

In 1923 he went to Detroit and 
with the assistance of Duke Bled- 
soe, got a job carrying a milk 
route. He climbed the ladder of 
success fast and eight years ago 
went into business for himself. 

His firm is known as the Tho- 
mas A. Cox Creamery Company 
and specializes in the delivery of 
milk products. 

“Yes, we haye a good business; 
we deliver around 2,800 quarts of 
milk a day,” he told a News re- 

porter this week. 

Mr. Cox, who is quite a hand- 
some looking man, is still a bache- 
lor. He has been in Florida on a 
vacation for several weeks. One 
of his hobbies is hunting for big 
game in Canada. 

He also has a brother, Colonel 
Cox, living in Detroit. Colonel is 

j a policeman. Rex Cox, another 
brother and a former baseball 
pitcher, lives in Roanoke. 

Success in controlling vegetable 
diseases in a home garden de- 
pends largely on selection of di- 
sease-resistant varieties, says a 
new U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture bulletin. 
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