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Presidenl Approves Report
of National Commission.

SENDS MESSAGE TO CONGRESS

—

"Urges Measures to Conserve ths Nat-
ural Resources as a Legacy to Pos-
tority—Shonld be Put in Effect
Without Delay.

President Roosevelt, Friday trans-
mitted to Congress the following
bearing on the conservation of our
natural resources,

I transmit herewith a report of the
national conservation commission, to-
;;rat.her with the acompanying papers,

his report, which is the outgrowth
of the conference of Governors last
May, wus unanimously approved by
the recent joint conferonce held in
this city between the nationsl con-
servation commission and Governors
of the Btates, State conservation com-
missions and conservation commit-
tees of great organizations of eiti-
zens. It is therefore in a peculiar
sense representative of the whole na-
tion and all its parts.

The facts set forth in this report
constitute an imperative eall to act-
fon. The situation they disclose de-
mands that we, neglecting for a time,
if need be, smaller and less vital
questions, shall concentrate an effee-
tive part of our attention upon the
great materinl foundations of nation-
-al existence, progress and prosperity.

The progress of our knowledge of
this country will continually lead to
more acmirnte information and better
nse of the sources of national
strongth. It is nol necessary that
this knowledge should ba exact, in
-every minute detail. It is essential
that it should correctly deseribe the
‘general situation. The conservation
of our resources is the fandamental
question before "this nation.

Our population is now adding about
numbers in ten year:

m

“elot

growth in population
rapid inoresse in
“cotisumption our people will here-
after mike greater and not less de-
mands per capita upon all the nat-
ural resourees  for their livlihood,
-eomfort and convenience. It is high
time to realize that onr responsibil-
itv to the coming millions is like that
-pf parents to their children, and that
in wasting onr resources we are
wronging our deseendants.

Our rivers ean and should be made
'to serve our people effactively in
‘transportation, but the vast expen-
ditures for our waterways have not
resulted in maintaining, mueh less in
promoting, inland navigation. There-
fory, let us take immediate steps to
ascertain the reasons and to.prepare
and adopt o comprehensive plan for
inland waterway navigation. Our
forests are fast disappearing, and
l“lllll'l::i One-dﬁﬂll of them are being
eon ; @nd no good purpose can
“be met by failing to Dmn!:i'; the rela-
tiw!y small gums needed for the pro-
tection, use, end improvement of all
‘forests still owned by the govern
‘ment, Let us enact laws to cheek
the wasteful destruction of the for-

‘people stand nearly as a unit for
‘waterway development and for forest

dreds of human lime::ionlu]'ly
300,000,000 & year. he re, lot
s undertake without delay the i:-
ba in . through
or othe to pat an

lies is to eqaalive cpportunity.
Watervways,

Accordingly, T uree that the brond
plan for the development of our
waterwayg, recommended by the In-
land Waterways Commission, be pat
in effect without delay.

The work of waterways develop-
ment should be undertaken without
delay. Meritorious projeets in known
conformity with the general outlines
of any comprehensive plan should
proceed nt once. The eost of the
whole work should be met by direct
appropriation il possible, but if nee-
essary by the issue of bonds in small
denominations,

It is especinlly important that the
development of water power shoull
be guarded with the utmost eare both
by the national government and by
the Stateg in order to proteot the peo-
ple against the upgrowth of monopoly
and to insure to them a fair share in
the benfits which wil follow the de-
velopment of this great nsset which
bolongs to the people and should be
controlled by them.

Foresta.

I urge that prevision be made for
both protection and more rapid de-
velopment of the national forests.
Otherwise, cither the inercasing uso
of these forests by the people must be
checked or their protection against
fire :nust be dangerously weakened.
If we compare the nctual damage on
gimilar areas on private and national
forest lands during the past year, the
government fire patrol saved eommer-
cial timber worth ns muech as the
total cost of earing for all natioual
forests at the presnt rate for about

ten years,
Landa,

The use of the publie grazing lands
should be regulated in such ways os
to improve and conserve their value.

Rights to the surface of the public
land should be soparated from rights
to forects upon it and to minerals be-
neath it, tnd these should be sub-
ject to separate disposal.

The coal, oil, gas and phosphate
rights still remaining with the gov-
ernment should be withdrawn from
eniry and leased under conditions fa-
vorable for economie development.

produet, 6r nearly $1,000,000
for ench working day in the year. The
loss of structural materials through
fire is about another million a day.
The loss of life in the mines is ap-
palling. The larger part of these
losses can be avoided.

A part of the action of the joint
conference says: We also especially
urge on the Congress of the United
States the high desirablity of main-
taining a national commission on the
conservation of tohresources of the
country empowered to eco-operate
with State commissions te the end
that every sovereign Commonwealth
and every seotion of the country may
attain the high degree of prosperity
and the sureness of .perpetnity nat-
urally arising in the aboundant re-
sourees and the wigor, intelligence,
and patriolism of our people.

In this recommendation T most
heartily eoncur, and 1 nrge that an
appropriation of at least $50,000 be
made to cover the expenses of the
nntional conservation eommission for
necessary ront, assistynee and trav-
eling expenses, This is a very small
sum. I know of no other way in
which the ap) rintion of so small
a sum would result in so large a bene-
fit to the whole nation,

THEODORE ROOSEVELT.

JOY WORK
And the Other Kind,

Did you ever stand on a prominent’

way to work?
who waere

Notixg the number
themselves along

and the others cheerfally and engerly

1t Is a fact that one's food has
miuch to do with It. As an example:

If an engine has poor ail, or a boil-
er io fired with poor coal, & bad result
s cortain, lyn't It?

coruer at an early morning hour and | ,
wateh the throngs of people on thelr |

foreing 1
because [t meant thelr dally bread, | :

MEETING OF THE LAWMAKERS
Deings of the Legislatore Told n

w. p
Wednesday’s session of House and
Senate involved nothing beyond roit
tine work.

The joint resolution that the Gen-
real Assembly adjourn gine die Fob-
“uary 15th, introduced some day ago
by Senator Elliott, came up and was
imost unanimously voted down ani
1 motion to reconsider made hy
Dockery also failed of the necessary

wpport.

At noon the Senate repaired to th:
House for the joint session fo an-
nounee the result of the balloting
Tuesday in the two branches of the

Assembly on election of United
Staves Senator, This required 25
minutes,

A bill just introduced in the Ben-
ate by Senator Emple to provide no
fence lnw for the whole of the Sta‘s,
is a bill that will atiraet very gen-
oral interest. Tt is endorsed by the
State forestry interests and has othi-
or very strong backing. Tt would ap-
ply the “no fepnee'' law to evay
section of the State after 1010, It is
estimated now that about four-fifjhs
of the Btate is already under the op-
eration of ‘‘no fence’’ laws, Ome of
the econtentions of the forestry in-|
terests is that the running at large of
swine, for instance, prevents the
growth of the young long-leaf pities’
in the eastern section of the Siate

In both the Senate and House hills
were introduced to pay solieitors a
salary of $2,000 and no other eompn-
sation. Senator Ray put in a bill
that would legalize un 8 per cent rate
of interest when agreed upon by the
parties.

Speaker Graham introdueed a
to put Henry H. Howard, one of
Merrimae gurvivors on the penf
roll, fourth class and pay him $25/ He

tain Confedernte -soldiers, sailors and
widows.

Greaham—Repeal Chap. 80, Laws
of 1007, relating to additional ecause
of divores,

Graham—Expedite the trial of eap-
ital eases and reduce the cost hy en-
shling eourts to summon special
venires from some adjoining county.

Much discussion upon the divorce
bill was engaged in. It arises from
a bill to amend the present law flo
allow divoreces in enses of ten years
absence if there are no children.

The bill offered would alow di-
voree if children are more than 21
vears old. The bill may have the
effoet to repeal the law allowing di-
vorce on ground of absence at all.

The following bills passed their
final reading:

State  bill to amend Revisal re-
Inting to powers and datigs of county
commissioners, allowing the establish-
ment when necessary of tubereulosis
dispensories and sanatoriums.

Ta repeal Chap. 202, Laws of 1007,
25 {o fees of officials of Johnston
rounty.

Amend Revigal relative to liability
of counties in eriminnl actions.

Resolution to print 500 copies of
memorial of North Carolina Library
Associantion for fireproof building.

In the Benate Friday Benator Or-
mond offered a bill to put solicitors
©of the State on salaries of $2,500
2ach instead of the fees now allowed
i Hankins: Joint resolution to pro-
wide more adequate postoffiee faeili-
ties for the Genernl Assembly.

Hankins:  Memorial from  the
North Carolina Librarv Associntion
for the erection of n freproof State
libyary building.

king: Memorial from the
North Carolina Sogiety, Daughters of
the Revolution, relative to the erec-
tion of a fireproof library building,

Among the bills was a oint

was gunner’s mate on the fanje
ironelad,

Legislators are slow to act upog
bill to guarantes deposits in 8
banks, but the anto-trust bill =
sharp tooth seems in favor.

-- nt.  TH
nt League and des:
have a sort of '‘Watts law’’ appli-
eation to cities and towns.of the
State having 5,000 or mare popnla-
tion; providing for a mayor aud four
councilmen to be elscted and thay
to have the whole direction of thao
municipal affairs, being subject lo
removal from offies through vole of
the people. The act is to apply to
any city only after it has been adopt-
ed by vote of the people.
Manning—Repeal 305, Revisal, re-
Iating to the discharge of witnesses
before the grand jury and the eer-
tificates of attendance filed.
Bassett—Provide better protection
of earnings of railroad employes and
others engaged in interstate businkss
and to assure to them the benefit of
the exemption laws of the State re-
lating to - perdonal pmgﬂy.
The two following bills passed
their final reading: - 1Y
Amend See. 3241, Revisal, relal-
ing to witnesses before the gran
jury, providing that witnesses shall

not be subpoenned to appear upon

second or third day of the eourt, save
ing to counties much ‘of the ﬁ
mense cost of the attendance of wits

The bill ng the appropri
tions for the State School for
Blind came from the

Mr. Melean and

bill of indictment snrlier than the|

1
1

bills payable at sight,
“&l:g: Fix liability

lution for paying the evpenses
of Dr. Gordon and Dr. Bolton, mem-
bers of the Legislature who repres-
ented the Assembly st the State tu-
econvention at Charlotte

peas read by Senator Doek-
pome’’ by ex-SBenator N. A.

I $
m of Hobesan, in answer to tha

t

be sent a
copy of the Lookhart bill to inject
sab-section *A’" into the anti-trust
sct. There wns a jooular vote.

The senate passed o bill to ineor-
porate board of publication, North
Caroline Methodist Conference.

Sc_nn(gr Barringer introduced a
bill to fix the privileges of owners of
mileage books.

In the House Cox, of Wake, pre-
sented a memorial from the Ladies’
Memorial Assoeciation for the Gen-
eral Assembly to provide for a fire-
proof building for the State library.

Poole offered & bill to samend See.
3354, Revisal, relative to punishment
for sedustion so that there can be
punishment even after marriage in
the event there is desertion within
five years after marringe.

Poole: Amand 8ec. 5111, Revisal,
relative to the inberitance tax.

Cox, of Wake: Joint resolution fo
pay tha expenses of the inangural
commities,

Cox, of Wake: Make the salary of

bthe assistant Bupi-ame Court libra-

risn $30 instead of $15 a month.
Carrie: Amend Sec. 87, Revisal,
and abolish the erop pest commission,

) ite duties.in the hands of the
g‘::i:{urd of agriculture. ]
~.Currie: Regulate’ the  registration

and sale of coneentrated feed stoffs.

Currie: Regulate the sale of stock

| foods and medicinal powders for live

stock.

" Gerdon: To vali.dats deeds and in-

‘ ' | corporations,

. Underw~od: Amend 2235, Revisal,
a8 to allow three days of graee on

of banks h;
: for forged or raiscd
Depositor most notify the
thin three monthg of receiv-

pnor: ish derogatory state-
concerning banks and to pre:
runs on banks.

anor: Amend Aet of 1007 relat-
fo the salary of the assistant li-
fan of the Sopreme Court,

ne ' = Veaver: Regulate the uso of busi-

names.
ment emploves,

well: Relative to 'pronerty of
pﬂﬂﬂl_t dinehugud -trqm a8y~

tﬂohtiou to pro-

Dockery that | 5

nt: Proteet labor from certain P

ELIHU ROOT TO BE A WITNESS

Tells the Grand Jury What He Knows
Abont the Purchase of the
But Refuses to Give Out Anything.

~ Washington, Special.— T simply

brought my subpoens and eonscienee
wies me,’" joeularly remarked Seere-
tary of State Elihu Root, who Fri-
day was one of the chicf witnesses
!mfr)rn the United States grand jury
in its investigation of the alleged
libel in connection with the purchase
of the Panamn canal. Tho Seeretary
made the remark to newspaper men
who sought to interview him a few
minutes before he went into the
grand jury room. Senator Knox, of
Peunsylvania, and Assistarit Attor-
ney General Charles W. Russell, also
gave teslimony, All deeclined to
throw any light upon the nature of
their testimony.
William Nefm Cromwell may be
one of the witnesses Saturday.
*“Well,”” said Sccretary Root as he
emerged from the grand jury room,

““I cannot tell you boys, of courss,

how I testified. But I will say this—

it is the first time T have ever been
in this building sinee the trial of

Charles J. (initteau for the assassing-

tion of President Garfield, in 1882. 1

was then here as a speetator only.”

COOPER-SHAPE TRIAL DRAGS

Third Day's Session of the Cooper-
Bharpe Trial Closes Without the
Addition of a Bingle Juror and the
List Remains at 8ix.

Nashville, Tenn., Special—The
third day of the Cooper-Sharpe mur-
der trial passed not only without se-
curing another juror, but if the mo-
tion of the State is sustained, one of
the six nlready -chosen will be eli
minated because he was intoxieated
when he reported for service and was
chosen, The State alaims it secured
knowledge of Juror Leigh’s condition
after it had aceepted him.

The summoning of 500 additional
talesmen ‘bog;an Iate Thursday after.

n to appear Monday to complete
the jury to try the alleged slayers of
ex-Benator Edward W, Carmack.

When the six selegted jurors were

% e%‘ridai morning,
o thm;ng. Whiteworth, ealled
I...." i) ..j-d;u T e e
dge, 1've been used ‘fo my
morning toddy for a good many years
and I missed it powerfully this mom-
ing, Can’t I get one—just one, every
mérning ¢’

““The eonstitution prohibits unusu-
al or eruel punishments,’’ remarked
the ecourt judicially. “'Mr. Officer,
see that those gentlemen who are
wont to have a toddy get their toddy
hereafter.’’

FLOODS SBWEEP TRANSVAAL
Bursting Dam Floods Gold Mine,
Laborers,

160

Johannesburg, By able—One hun-
dred and seventy-three Remns are
known to have lost their lives Friday
as & result of the floods which are
general throughout the Transvaal
oolony and morthern Natal. Great
damage also bas been done Lo
property. By the bursting of Knight’s
dam, the Witwatersrand gold mipe in
the southwestern part of the Trans-
vaal was flooded and ten white men
and 150 natives were drowned. The
water from this dam also flooded the
lower section of the Town of Elsburg
where o number of honses were swept
away and 13 ng perished. 4
gold dredger valued at $00,000 broke
adrift on the Kaap river and was
wrocked.

Baves Woman But Loses His Life.

Beranton, Pa., Special —M. J. Duf-
fy, station master of the Delaware,
Lackawanna & Western Railroad at
Hallstead, was run down and killed

‘course to signalling by means of ﬁ-

T

Canal, | white Star Liner Republic and

and Lloyd Lirer Florida

MEET OFF NANTUCKET ISLAND

1._

Republic Goes to Bottym After Un-
loading Her 781 Pasgengers and
Crew—~Qreatest Feat in\ History of
Wireless Telegraphy — Four Ara
Killed. :

i

\

New York, Special.—Grave ahxiety
pervailed here Saturday and Satur-
day night as the result of the tril-
fling maritime drima being enasted
off Nantucket on tue const of Mew
England, following tle ramming
enrly Saturday of the big White Star
liner Republic with 761 souls \,
aboard, by the steamer Florida, of .
the Lloyd-Ttalian line. The wireless
telegraph played an important par’ i
in the grave incidents happending ai ¢
sea, far from the shore, and proved
its utility as it hos never done before.

Bit by bit it told the tale, first an-
nouncing the news of the collision .
and the plight of the liner, whieh F
news eame direct from the injured .
ship itself. Then it told of the res-
cue of the Republie’s passengers, the
condition from time to time of the
ginking ship and finally summoned
from the adjacent seas the Whita
Star line Baltie, the French steamer ;
La Lorrgine, the Curnader Lucsnis.
and the revenue cutiers Achushnek
and Gresham. '

At 8 o'clock p. m. the wirelesg
brought reassuring news from Cap-
tain Ransom, of the steamer Baltia.
He said that the Republic was still
afloat; that the Florida, with her
own people and most of those from e
the Republic aboard, close to 2,000 -
souls in all, was nearby and that the
Baltic was near the seene, standing
by ready to lend asid. The steamers
La Lorraine and Lueania, Captain ’
Ransom said, were also in the vieinity .
and the Republie through her wire- :

outfit, was directing the move-
2:1#.3 o lhe shipe of réscud, :

bl et St

two big ships had not resulted im
desth of injury to a single passen-
ger or member of the crews. SBhortly
after midnight, however, the wireless
telegraph flashed the news that two
assengers on the Republie had beem
led and two others injured. Lata
in the day another wireless messago :
told of four deaths on board the
Florida, either of members of the
crew or steerage passenpers. : .
It is apparent that the Florida
must have been between 30 or 40
miles off her eonrse in being any-
where near the Rapublic, as the e
bound and westbound steamer
here are that distanee apart.
most immediately flooded the engine ;
room of the Republic and of courss
Fndn'd her absolutely helpless.
'ortunately, her wireless equipment s
was well supplied with storage bat-
teries and thime wore used for more
than six bours, until they gmdually
became exhansted. After that, we- |

marine bells was "
In the middle of the
transfer of passengers to
was made, and althongh
very dense; unusually _
for this season of the wear in #h
North Atlantic enabled the tran
to be made without accident,
noon the Baltie and ATTAIN
close to the scene of eoll .
owing to the dense fog, were
to loeate the Republie, althongh &
submnrine bells could be heard i




