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URES OF GERMAN ATROCTIE 0T |

PROVED, HY5 AMERIGAN WAITER

The Chicago Tribune prints a long
2epyrighted  dispatch  from  James
ODonnell Bennett, stall correspondeat,
dated at  Alxla-Chapells, UGermany,
which In specific detall disputes and
dexies the chafges of cruelties and
strocites lodged agalnst the Germans
i Belglum, Mr. Banpetl, in company
with John T. MeCutehoon of 1lie Chics
®o Tribune, Irvin 8. Cobb of the Sal-
wrday Evening Pout, Roger Lewis of
e Associated Proess and Harry Han-
men of the Chieago Dally News, trav-
wled 100 milea through 20 towns and
hair observations lead him to the firm
esmviotion that the reporta of bar-
Barfties alloged to have bean perpe
grated by CGerman troops are false
Boods.

The following dlspatch (o the Asso
elaled Press, evidently forwarded by
Roger lLawis, Is In substantial wgree
ment with Mr. Bennett's story In the
Chicago Tribune:

By the Awmsoclated Press.

New York—An Aspoclated Press
siall correspondent of American birth
sad nntecedents, who was sent from
ehe Now York oflce and was eaught
s Brussals at the tlme of the Uer-
man invaslon, beld as a prisoner [or
several days, and who fnally escapad
#o Holland, has sent by mall the fol
wing story of his experiences:

“The night before the Gormans en
Sered Brussdls, when the Belgian civil
Emards and refugens began pouring
mto the ecity from the direction of
Leuvain, thoy brought storlos of un:
spealinble German atrocities, maitreat-
menl of old men and children, and the
wiolation of women.

“The Belgian capital reeled with ap-
prebension.  Within an hour the gay-
ety, the vivacity, and brilllaney of the
ity wenl out llke a broken are light.
The radlance of the cafos was ex-
ahanged for darkness; whispering
wroups of resldents broks up burried-
By and locked themselves fato this
Mbemea, where they put up the shut
Sers and drew in thelr tricolored Nel
mEmn fNags.

Faars of Brussels Quieted.

“The historle Belglan clty weut
®hrough a state of morbid cousterns
@don, remarkably ke that from which
B sultered on June 18, 1816, when i
grembled with the fear of a French vie-
tory at Waterloo, =

“Im less than 24 hours the Belglan
eltizens were chatting ecomfortably
with the German Invaders and the al
Begations of German brutality and de-
moalacal torture dissolved Into one of
e myths which have accompanied all
WA,

“Nelther in Brussels nor In its en-
wirous was 4 single offensive act, so
sar as | know, committed by a German
moldier. In a clty of over hall a ml}
Slon people, Invaded by & hostile army
«of parhaps a quarter of a milllon sok
villers, no act sufelently flagrant to
wlesmand punishment or to awaken pro-
Sest cams Lo my attention.

None Knows of Outrages.

“The Irightful reports that bad pre
a@eded the German army Into Brussels
imcluded the dinemboweling of old men
sad the lmpallog of children on lances
Pust outaide Touvain, Investigation
mot only falled to substantinte these
smanors, but could not even dlscover
may one In the immediate viclnity who
aredited them.

~“Au eys witness of unimpeachable
waracity told me that the worst be-
mavior he had observed during the first
Cerman entry into Louvain (August
E9) was that of & Uerman soldler who
Bepned from his horse and kissed s
puetty Flemish girt who brought him
= glass of beer.

*“1 marched for days with the Cer
mean columns, often only one day be-
Bind the fightlng, with the housls that
Mad buen burned still smoldering, the
mround freshly broken by shell and
drampled by horses and men, and the
msemory of the German advance vivid
fiz the minds of the inbabitants.

No Proofs of Murder.

“1 interviewsd an average of twenty
persons In each of a doxen towns sad
#ound only ona lnstance of A noncom-
Batant who had been killed without
& justiflable provocation. In this case
ke evidence did nol clearly prove that
@he man had been wantonly murdered,

*He lived ln one of the typleal small
Welglan countryside houses which com-
Baoe the comforts of home with the
Bare of a small publie bar. This hoube
was at the north of Merbes-le-Chatean,
#® town through which a largs part of
<he GQerman army passed on the road
oo Mnubsuge.

“A 300 of the murdered man, whose
mams was Arthur Nicodem, showed me
‘Blood clots on the floor marking the
place where Nicodam fell, his throat
ut by a saw-sdged Gorman saber,

[English Fired From House.

“It was sald by some Inhabitants
that the murdered man showed a palr
«f binoculars; but & more probable
explanation ia that English outposts

fad concealed themselves ln the houss, '

from which they poured a raln of fire

upon the first German Invaders. The
Inference that the shooting was done
by Belglun clviisne may bave o
famed the Germans o reprisals.

“In that pelghborhood four houpes
band been burued and one was still
ablaze an I passed on Wedneaday,
Aug. 20,

“This town of Merbes-le-Chatean,
which had been the scene of an unim-
portant skirmlsh between the Oer
mans and English on the previous
Sunday, was riddied with rifle shols
The wmall pumber of windows intact
showed that the Germans had made &
deliberate assault upon the reaidents
of the town, Hut the (ohabitants
themselves admitted that all of the
shooting had been done by a come
paratively small sumber of Germans,
and that the firlog had not been be-
gun uatll English soldlers who had
concealed themsslves In the houses
had fired frst upon the Germans,

News of Incldent Goes Far.

"1 have emphaaized the one fatality
of the n batant b the
news of it traveled up and down the
Sambre and ncross to Hantes-Wiberio
and Solre-sur-Bambre, multiplylng as
It went and developlng ghastly and In-
human detalls until it seemed an un:
answerable reproach to the whaole
German ampire,

“With this one possible sxception, 1
did not encounter in Nivelles, In
Blnche, Bulsslers, or Soire-sur-Sam-
bre, or any of the olher towns 1
visited, a single Incident of mistreat-
ment or any sort by German officers
or soldlers

"Brulssiere—particularly the lower
part of the clty—had been virtually
destroyed by a cross fire from French
and German artillery. Tops of brew-
ories bad been hurled bodlly to the
ground, and walls had either disap-
peared or become grotesquely dis-
lodged.

Burgomaster Denles Reports.

“Into this town 130 French killed
and more than a hundred wounded
were brought in = single day. Au-
gust Blalriaux, burgomaster, said that
he knew of no cases of German erusl
ties, except distant rumors which he
had learned to discredit. It ought to
be sald to the credit of the Beiglans
that they bave not allowed their bit-
terneas toward the GCermans to carry
them Into unfale recrimination.

“Robert J. Thompson, American
consul at Aachen, visited Liege during
and after the caplure of the forts. It
is the opinlon of Mr. Thompuon that
no outrmge was committed by Oer
mana durlng the several days' fighting
there.

“There are, of éourse, reported out-
ruges bayond investigation, elither on

-

"l'l.ﬁ
wis &

y find or that
It wis more than half exclined by cir-
cumafances. /, 2
“"The prevalenes of the Relgian prac.
ties 'of aniping from the houses was
perhaps indicated by the warnlug of
the Gorman officer who ngted as guard
for five Ameriean correspondents, /n-
cluding myself, who ware baing taken
ai prisonery from Besumont to Anchen
In &an army traln. We were advisod to
lie down on the fioor of the car as the
Belglan antipers wéuld shoot at ua from
the houses. Bul there was mo firing.

“This, of course, | not » briaf for
the German wrmy; it 18 an account of
German conduct as It appeared o an
Impartinl observer who had the rather
extraardlmary opportunity of travellng
for days with the Oerman columans,
over o distance of more than a hun
dred miles through a doten fmportant
citles and towna,

"Sometimens | was near enough to
the front to see the white artillery
smoke spurt Into clouds along_the
horizon and hear the double detona-
tons which came from wartillery at
short range. At other times 1 tralled
behind through the desolats waste
which s victorious army leaves be
hind it

Pay All and Tip Waell.

“On the contrary, 1 witnessed nu-
meroun cases of the most eareful cour-
tesy on the pait of German soldiers.
In Brussels they not only pald their
cafe bills, but tipped generously,
Along the road, when a German ofMcer
or soldler entered & Belginn house for
foo# or shelter, It wan not with a de
mand but a request. In spite of the
confusion and errors which arose from
& ostrange tongue there was almost no
frietion of any sort.

“The German soldlers wers punctil-
lously conalderate and polite to wom-
en and children, apologizsing for the
discomfort they were eausing. Upon
leaving & house where they have bean
given ghelter, 1 have seen them shake
hands with the oconelerge, peasant
woman, or In some cases with the
gentlewoman of a Belglan villa, aa
pleasantly as If they were bidding
adiéu to their hostess at a week-2nd
house party. .

“So many Instances of this sort are
Al hand that a recital of them would
bo tedious.

“Naturally ineclined to be gruff with
thelr moldiers, the German officers al-
ways gave the ‘French prisoners a
pleasant word, and treated them with
every consideration. Not a single ex-
ception to this clvility toward prison-
ers has come to my sttention.

“A French leutenant and two Eng-
lish officers traveled with us in the
prison  traln  from Beaumont (o
Aschen, & halting journey which took
over thirty-slx hours, Tha traln was
crowded with Ger~an wounded and
French and English gprisoners, and
there wai mothing to est or deink,
except A fow fragments of rye bread,
bard as a stone, and a little lguld
d-of chitory, which In Bel-

acoount of their vag or b
It is impossible to weigh the provoca-
tion, It ls known, for instance, that
112 natives were killed in Renouchump,
not far from Ardences; German sol-
diers say that they were killed be-
causs thay fired upon them from tha
roofs and wiadows of the houses,
Differ on Louvain incident.

“The history of the absolute de-
straction of the historle city of Lou-
valn with its cathedral and its univer-
sity is by this time well known, The
German version of this (s that the in-
bebitants, under the dirsction of the
burgomsaster, established themselves
In the church, where they also In.
etalled a machine gun. - They proceed-
ed to groet the Germans with & deadly
fire,

“The Belglans say, on the other
hund, that part of the German army,
mistaking one of thelr own retiring di-
vislons for the enemy, opened fire
upon them, whereupon, deluded Into
thinking this an assault by Belglan
civillans, the Germans razed the elty.

“I have not besn able to acquire any
direct avidence in regurd to these last
two [nstances, but the explanation gen-
erally credited by disintprested sper
sons i that the Belglans, who had lald
down thelr arma, secording to the bur-
gomaster's proclamation on the ens
trunce of the ensmy, took them yp
agaln when It looked as If the Ger-
mans were rettvating from the town,
and opened fire from (helr windows
upon a retiring German train.

Jarotzsky Tells Outrages,

“The most suthoritative Oerman de-
nial of German offense comes from
Maj, Gen. Thaddeus von Jarotzsky,
military governor of Bruesals, who In-
formed me that ln numercus cases he
had been recelved with a pretense of
friendlinesa by Helgian civilians, whe
later fired upon the German soldiars
from windows and from between the
roof tiles. This waa done, he said,
after n declaration of warrender by the
burgomaster and a proclamation wars-
Ing the citizens sgainst sny show of
reslatanca,

“In such violations of the rules of
war, the general said, he punished the
offender by barnlng the bouses from
which the shots were fired— .

“I can only say that in every came
of reported outrage or reprisal which

glum masquerades under the name of

coffee. Bince thers was not snough

oven of this diaheartening fare to go

around, German offjcers went without

food so thst thnrbmmn}l;htblhd.
Ald Owners of Cafe.

“In a Httle eafe In Beaumont, con-
clerge and madame had fed before
the approach of the soldiers and aban-
doned their business, Two officers
tound them in hiding brought them
back, amd In a day they had takem in
more money than in any previous
week In thelr career,

“These Incldents could be indefinite-
Iy prolonged, but they would only of
fer ndditional support to a point that
1 think 1 have already established—
the kindliness of German
goldiers as T have observed them,

“I have seen perhaps hall a dosen
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KAISER ADDRESSES
TROOPS AT VIRTON

Rotterdam,.—The COologne Gasette

~—seports that the German amporor de-

Mveread n spesch to his troops alter

£ho Battla ‘of Virton, near Longwy,

* ‘wrien he visited his son, Prince Oscar,

whe s commandant of the grens
olilera. P

the lines greeting the mon, who Wore
quartered In the village. Standing In
| the middle of the 4quare, the kalwer
aafd:
i “1 grest you as your chief. I thank
you. I have often seen your
on parade and now It gives mé
ticulnr pleasurs to grest you on
quered land. ;
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Foreign Correspondents in Wash-
ington Worried.

Being Able, Scholarly and Well Liked,
Their American Colleagues Re-
frain From Hurting Thelr
Beonelbilities

By EDWARD B. CLARK,

Washlngton.—Perhaps the most
ancious men . Washington today are
the correspondents of forelgn news
papers sent here by thelr editors to
report the dolngs in this oapital of &
frst-clags power. There are not many
of these men, but each ban his heart
engaged, naturally, with the cause of
the country across the water of which
he Is a pative, ‘Thair anxielles are
increased by the diMculties which they
have In communicating to thelr jour-
nale the Washington view of the war
absoad.

It Is ungpestionably true, for one
soes It and must know I, that the
great preponderance of sympathy (o
the capital, lay and offclal, d& with
the fghters on one side of this great
European war. It Ia Lrie also that
the preponderance of sympathy among
the nawspaper correspondents resis
with the same cause. It must be left
to the readers to guesms or to judge
where the greater fund of sympathy
resia.

The correspondents of forelgn news-
papers, men seat here from their home
countries, mre members of the Na-
tional Preas glub. Amearican newspa-
per men, no mattar how thelr symps-
thies He, refrain from expressing them
in the presence of thelr forelgn news
paper brethren. These forelgn cor-
respandente all ars good fallows, wall
Hked, and admired for thelr ability
and thelr schelarshlp; for the forelgn
newspaper men for the most part real-
Iy z*a scholars In the best sense of
the term.

Ona of the greatest mewspapers In
all Germany (s represented In Wash-
Ingtom by a native German correspond-
ent who has been here for some years.
This writer of .American affairs for
Gorman readers is Dr. George Har
thelme. The Oerman cable was cut at
the very outset of the war by the
Britiah and there are no malls today
resching Oerman ports.

Doctor Barthelme might be thought
In & way to be a man with his occupa-
tion gone. It ls true Lhat he cannot
send his dally dispatches or his dally
and weakly letters, but unguestionably
be in writing for future reading his
studien of the Amerfcan attitude In
thiy great war and to give the Ger
man view of how America felt and act-
od when Burope was at grips.

The Washlogton correspondent of
the greal Londom Times s Arthur
Willart, & graduste of Oxford cnd a
man who has served his newspaper In
various capitals of Europe. Willerl's
lined of communleation with his news-
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nol handlcapped to aaything
extent of his German journal-
brother.
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English Correspondent Describes
the fecent Fighting.

Graphle Plcture of the Artlilery Con-
flict, the Wrecked Viliage and Asr
oplanes Crulsing About Over
It Al
By FRANKLIN P. MERRICK,
International News Service Staff Cor

« respondant.

1}
Woman el S
M O, F. McHargue, 1417w, 91,
Bt J ville, Florida, writea: 1

Parls—An English corr
who has Just returned to Parla gives
a lively description of the fghting at
Meaux, which s on the Mame &0
miles oant of Paris. He was &n eye
witneas of part of the confiiet which
centered around Meaux, where (he
German lines finally gave way and
fell back

“l came upon the battle at Meaux
with startling suddenness,” sald the
correspondent. "My motor car Had
Just topped a little rise overhanging
the town when It was stretched out
like & panorama befors my eyes, For
some timo | had besn hearing the
growl of the artillery and knsw that
the allled forces weré In actlon
against the Germans. [ stopped my
automoblle upon the crest and looked
upon thrilling scenen.

“Behbind a pleca of thicket 1 could
soe lroops and far distant along tha
range of hills were saveral batteries
of artillery. In the foreground was
& cluster of cottages surrounded by
flelda. In the flelds were a number
of bay stacks, some of which had
been met on fire. In another fleld a
number of frightened horses were
miloping about. Opposite the Ger
man guns, about five or six miles dls-
tant, | sbould judge, ware sevaral
batteries of Franch artillery,

“The day was clear and the clouds
of white smoke which rolled upward
drifted lazily In the upper currents.
Far overhead and distinet agalost the
sun ¢rulsed the Inevitable German
aeroplane.

“1 could see shrapnel bursting in
the alr with little clouds of spurting
black smoke,sfor the Germans charge
their shalls with powder which gives
off n black smoke so that they can
ascortaln where the shrapuel are fall
ing. 1 could see showers of dirt
spraying upward where shells rie-
ochetted on the ground.

“German shells were falling In the
flelda Just beyond Meaux. Wa could
#ee & long twisting snake-like line of
néw earth, where the French had
thrown up entrenchments.

“I pushed onward into the town.
How changed It was from the peace
ful, sleepy little French village of &
week before. It was dosolate and
empty. Housos had been burned or
wrecked by ashells. The bridge waa
blown Into & shapeless mass. The
streets were like avenues in a city of
the dead. But poon I saw that the
town had not been deserted, for when
the chasseurs came clatiering through
with the lronshod hoofs of thelir
horses ringing upon the cobbles many
& shutter was cautiously opened and
heads pesped forth to ses whether
the troops were French, English or
Oerman.

"Looking upward, 1 saw several
mote asroplanes, but could not tell
whether they were French or Ger
man. | could see ahells bursting be-
neath the machines and marveled
how the gunners could tell whether
they were firlng upon friend or foe.

“Clﬂﬂ?l seenss attend every batile,
bul one of the moat unusual that I
witheased was In Meaux. A shell fell

“| in the street and tore up & great bole.

in ths neighborhood.
passed by immediately afterward and
when some one opened a shutter to
look out I eaught » gilmpes of &

bad catarrh and throat troubile
Three bottles of Peruna oured me.
Ay & minister's wife I cotne In con-
tact with all classes of peopls, and
shall always spenir & good word for
Poruna. 1 have given tris) bottles
to & fow friends, Wishing you abun-
dant success, I remaln, yours truly™

KODAKS & SUPPLIES

Wa also do 1
- o’ nsy elass of

upon
& Galeski Optical Ca., Richmend, Va.

Fighting the Whits Plague,
Adoguate hospital fucllities for the
45,000 residents of Ohlo who are suf-
fering from tuberculosis hns bean de
cided upon by the prevention of tuber-
culosls and ofMclals of the state board
of health. It is proposed to ereate 12

triot tuberculosis hosplitals to be main-
talned jolntly by the coopersting
counties.

Through the erection of thess 12
distriet hospltals, supplementing the
presenl sanltaria, antl-tuberuloals
workers believe that the 35,000
tims will bo adequataly cared
that the people of the state
80 well protected through
talization that eventually Ohio’s
rate of 7000 per yesr will be
materially,
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No Dancing Floar.

“This apartment is not big
to turn around in,” sald Mr.

“You arg not supposed fo

around in it” replied the agent

"We nre letting apartments, not

rooms."”
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Proved.

Proper Food Put Him Right. .




